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SCHUMACHER PARK
DEDICATION

by Julie DaicofI

(Daicoff, Olathe, [(S, is a member of
the Missou,ri River Outfitters Chap
ter and reporter of Trail events in the
area.)

ON a hot summer day with the
wind gently blowing, surrounded by
bluestem prairie, Schumacher Park,
located at 6601 East 93rd Street,
Kansas City, Missouri, was dedicat
ed on August 29, 2000. With quiet
fanfal'e the ceremony was filled with
passion and pride. The program in
cluded inspirational music, pictm·
esque views, and acknowledgments
of deep gratitude to the Schumacher
family and others involved in the
creation of this Trail landmark.

The ceremony began with Geneva
Price, professional vocalist, singing
"Oh Shenandoah." The full-bodied
sounds echoed through the crowd of
more than 150 people thinking about
the song's lyric, "Across the wide
Missouri." With the flags of the
United States and Mexico surround
ing the pavilion and an honor guard
from every branch of Kansas City
Missouri public service, the signifi
cance of this event began to unfold.
First was the traditional passing out
of plaques to honor those who helped
with this project and the typical

(continued on page 9)
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Mayor Ron Stewart, I.. assisted by John
Mark Lambertson. cutting ribbon at
bridge of new walking trail.
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NEW-FOUND SWALES DEDI
CATEDININDEPENDENCE

by Jane Mallinson
(Mallinson, Sugar Creeh, MO, is a
charter m.ember of SFTA, Missouri
RI:ver Outfitters Chapter, and
Friends of the Na.tional Frontier
Trails Center, and she is a frequent
contributor to WT.)

A large crowd gathered on Octobel'
18 for the dedication of the histol'ic
wagon swales and improvements on
the grounds of the Bingham-Wag
goner Estate, 313 W. Pacific, Inde
pendence, MO. Since their discovery
and documentation in 1999, these
wagon ruts or swales on the south
side of the estate have been made
more accessible by the installation of
a bridge and paved walking traiL
Tmee interpretive signs are planned
for installation later. The new as
phalt walking tl'ail guides visitOl'S
from the parking lot to the new
bridge and loops around the eleven
swales.

The ribbon was cut by Independ
ence Mayor Ron Stewart who was in
troduced by John Mark Lambertson,
Director of the National Frontier
Trails Center, 318 N. Pacific. Lam
bertson discovered these ruts in an

(continued on page 9)

DUB COUCH JOINS BOARD

DUB Couch, Rocky Ford, Colorado,
vice-president of Bent's Fort Chap
ter, has been selected by the SFTA
board to complete the term of Phil
Petersen, representative from Colo
rado who resigned because of other
obligations. Couch, an affable fellow
with a well-honed sense of humor, is
a native of Oklahoma, graduate of
Oklahoma A&M (now Oklahoma
State University), and was a cattle
buyer for 40 yeaTS (stal'ting when he
was 16 years old). He was ownerfbro
kel' of a commodity futures office for
a decade. He has taught fal'm/ranch
management classes at community
colleges and helped write curriculum
requirements in this field for all
eleven community colleges in Colo
rado.

Couch started buying and selling
golf carts as a hobbY,'''to have some
thing to do with my hands and to re
lieve stress ofthe office." Since he re
tired from the futul'es office, and re
alizing that retirement "did not
work," Couch says today "the golf
cart business is bigger than I
thought or wanted it to become."

He has been active and held of
fices in several service organiza
tions, including Rocky Ford Rotary
Club, Rocky Ford Country Club, Tri-

(continued on page 4)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

RENDEZVOUS seemed to offer a
bit of something for those of all per
sua ions-a bit of wind [editor's
note: not just from the speakers], a
bit of heat, a bit of rain, and a bit of
perfect weather. Unfortunately,
what it did not produce was a large
SFTA attendance. Actually, the
number of attendees-approxi
mately 200-was perfect for the
program offered-no long lines,
choice seats, active Q&A periods.
and we did not run out oHood. Again,
Ruth Peters, Steve Linderer, and all
those involved demonstrated superb
conference organizational skills-it
was a flawless event. Quivira
Chapter members Maurine and Pat
Hall planned one ofthe coffee breaks
with little advance notice. I bear tes
timony to the tasty sweets they pro
vided.

Quantity may have been missing,
but quality was ever-present at the
SFTA business events. Although
only three committees chose to meet,
the content of these meetings rein
forced their value. Hopefully, that
number will increase at Symposium
2001. The business meeting will be
detailed elsewhere, but several is
sues raised at the Board of Directors
meeting bear repeating. The number
of applications for Speakers Bureau
grants has been less than robust,
with only two awards made thus far
this year. As an effort to stimulate
chapter interest in these grants, a
speakers' directory will be produced.
A planned giving recognition society
was given the nod, to be named the
Josiah Gregg Society. Mike Patter
son, our planned giving consultant,
will draft the policy. There was ex
tensive discussion of suggested by
laws revisions which were prepared
by Jane Mallinson. The Board will
review the [mal draft at it 2001
mid-year meeting, with the revisions
slated for action by the membership
at the 2001 annual membership
meeting.

Fifteen chapter presidents or
their representatives gathered for
breakfast on Saturday. Jeff Trot
man, a unanimous choice of those
present, agreed to lead the group for
the coming year. Even before the
waitress had taken our orders, lively
discussion turned to the rapid prolif
eration of cell towers, pipelines, and
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hog farms along the Trail corridor,
plus other preservation issues. So
energized was the exchange, that
Faye Gaines, Liaison Officer, easily
enlisted volunteers to meet in the
near future to address these con
cerns.

If anyone had reservations about
the Rendezvous theme, "Cultural
Perspectives of ature Along the
Santa Fe Trail," these were dispelled
with keynoter Leo Oliva's opening
remarks. The spirited questions
which followed each of the lectures,
and the informal group discussions
that could be heard throughout the
three days indicate that this is a
popular theme, and should be revis
ited in the future. Now that SFTA's
second Rendezvous sponsorship with
the Santa Fe Trail Center and Fort
Larned National Historic Site is a
fait accompli, I unequivocally de
clare that this is a good marriage and
should last for a very long time.

The urvey which solicited opin
ions about having national office col
lect chapter dues has produced some
troubling statements. Several re
sponders questioned national office's
ability to handle the extra work.
SFTA"s Headquarters Plan Task
Force has been charged with devel
oping an operational system for the
Association's national office. The
first phase of the system was put into
place in March 1998 when the Board
hired Linda Revello as office admin
istrator. As more of the Association's
responsibilities have been moved to
the national office, service to mem
bers has increased. Weare, indeed,
very fortunate to have uch a highly
qualified staff associate as Linda. It
is amazing what is accomplished
during her 15-hour work week. What
impresses me most-and should you,
as well-is her keen intellect and
strong organizational abilities. It is
inconceivable to imagine any basic
associational task that she could not
handle. Indeed, she could collect
chapters' dues, and, in the pl'Ocess
provide more services both to the
chapters and national than are
available now-for example, produce
chapter membership li.sts.

In the survey, several chapters
claimed they (or, at least, some of
their members) were interested only
in local activities. Like all politics
are claimed to be, is the Santa Fe
Trail simply local? Or is the reverse
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true, that is, aU local Trail issues are
also national? SFTA, and by exten
sion its chapters, is a national or
ganization with a set of bylaws we all
agree to support. Otherwise, as wise
Sam Arnold observed, we are left
with a mere collection oflocal confed
erations that do as they please.

There is no such entity as a "local"
Santa Fe Trail. Each mile from
Santa Fe or Old Franklin is inextri
cably linked to the next. Each chap
ter's territory is not an island sepa
rated from its neighbors. The SFTA
was founded to preserve the entire
Trail, and to leave no stretch behind.
To accomplish this, it envisioned a
collection of people from all over join
ing together to shoulder the respon
sibility for the entire Trail.

If a "local-issues-only" philosophy
were to prevail, SFTA would suc
cumb, if not in actuality, definitely
as a viable force. That being the case,
would the Trail sUl'vive? Local per
sons in some geographic areas would
continue to protect their stretch of
the Trail, and, of COUl'se, the NPS
Long Distance Trails would still be
in business to certify and interpret
sites. But, what would happen to the
Trail and its resources in between
those "islands" of protection?

I cannot comprehend the Trail
only in Santa Fe. As I write, my mind
is engaged in a fast-forward mode
between here and Old Franklin, with
hundreds of visions of the Trail pass
ing before me: Point of Rocks (all of
them), Raton Pass, Bent's Old Fort,
Durham Blowout, Ralph's Ruts,
McGee-Harris stage station, Grand
Pass cemetery, on and on. What a
loss if the Trail meant only Santa Fe
to me.

All of us who have personally ex
perienced more of the Trail than
what is in our own back yard have
been able to do so not just because of
Marc Simmons's and Gregory Franz
wa's incomparable guidebooks, the
NPS Long Distance Trail office, or
supportive landowners, but because
there is a SFTA preserving, protect
ing, and educating from Old Frank
lin to Santa Fe. Perhaps a "local in
terest only" attitude really does not
exist, but rather, those who contrib
ute to their local section of the Trail
only, whether intentionally or not,
are doing so for the entire Trail.

A song from the late '70s which
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has special meaning to me begins,
"Time keeps flowing like a river,
Time beckoning me on...." Any
analogy those lyrics have to the
Santa Fe Trail may seem a bit con
trived, yet, there may be a connec
tion: the Trail not only exists in time,
but is a product of time. It does not
stop at a state line, at a property
fence line, or at a chapter boundary.
It keeps flowing unbroken like a
river.

-Margaret Sears

GRACE COLLIER

The Trail lost a great friend and
supporter when Grace Collier died
September 16, 2000. She was a char
ter member of SFTA. She served as
executive director of the Santa Fe
TraiVHighway 56 Association, fore
runner of SFTA, of which the late
William Wheatley of Clayton, NM,
was president. In 1961 she organized
and directed the Santa Fe Trail
Caravan that followed the Trail,
with special programs along the
way. She was especially interested in
preservation of Trail remnants. Her
work was recognized with a SFTA
Award of Merit in 1987.

Grace was born in Bunker Hill,
KS, August 17, 1921, and married
Kent Collier in 1940. She is survived
by two daughters, one son, four
grandchildren, and two great-grand
children. She was a longtime resi
dent of Hays, KS, where she man
aged the placement office at Fort
Hays State University for 15 years.
She always had a great love for the
Santa Fe Trail and treasUl'ed her
"Trail friends."
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Grace is missed by all who knew
her. Sympathy is extended to her
family and friends. Memorials may
be made to SFTA or the Grace Collier
Scholarship Fund, Endowment As
sociation, Fort Hays State Univer
sity, Hays KS 67601.

RENDEZVOUS 2000
PROCLAIMED BEST EVER

by Betsy Crawford-Gore
and Ruth Olson Peters

RENDEZVOUS 2000 was a suc
cess, with more than 175 partici
pants from eight states enjoying a
variety of events in the Larned area
in late September. The theme for the
eleventh biennial program was "Cul
tUl'al Perspectives of Nature Along
the Santa Fe Trail." This was the
Santa Fe Trail Association's second
time to cosponsor the Rendezvous,
with the Santa Fe Trail Center and
Fort Larned National Historic Site.
The Kansas Humanities Council has
provided principal funding for the
Rendezvous programs in Larned
since the inception of the seminar in
1980.

Following a day-long SFTA board
meeting at the Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, Rendezvous participants met at
the Santa Fe Trail Center, Camp
Aldrich near Great Bend and the
Cheyenne Bottoms, Larned Commu
nity Center and Fort Larned Na
tional Historic Site to hear speakers,
enjoy meals, and take part in various
activities.

Keynote speaker Leo Oliva open
ed the program with a summary of
views of the natUl'al world held by
American Indians, New Mexicans,
and Anglo-Americans, followed by a
selection of Anglo travelers' accounts
of experiences with natUl'e along the
Trail, and closing with questions for
participants to ponder dUl'ing and af
ter the Rendezvous. Other programs
focused on weather, plants and ani
mals, Osage Indians, geological
landmarks on the Trail, American
Indian skywatching, and Hispanic
interaction with natUl'e. A slide pro
gram followed by a tour of Cheyenne
Bottoms Wildlife Refuge was one of
the highlights of the three-day event.
Other activities enjoyed by partici
pants dUl'ing their day at Camp Ald
rich included nature walks, live ani
mals brought by zoo officials, hay
rack rides, and singing around the
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LEAVE YOUR LEGACY: PLAN A
BEQUEST TO THE SFTA

ARCHIVES RECEIVE SHELVING
by Betsy Crawford-Gore

THANKS to substantial donations
by SFTA members Nelson Sanford
Weller of Healdsburg, CA, and Mel
and Mary Cottom of Manhattan, KS,
who responded to the plea in the last
issue, the shelving needed for the
SFTA archives housed at the Santa
Fe Trail Center at Larned, KS, has
been purchased. It is wonderful that
there are members out there who
will respond so quickly and gener
ously. The entire membership owes
these friends of SFTA a wOTd of
gratitude. Thank you. Thank you.

DUB COUCH
(continued from page 1)

County Family Care Center, Rocky
Ford Arts Commission, and Bent's
Fort Chapter SFTA. He looks for
ward to serving on the SFTA board
and is dedicated to the Association's
goals of protecting, preserving, and
promoting the Trail. He has not said
anything (yet) about organizing a
Santa Fe Trail golf tournament. He
would like to hear from anyone who
has suggestions regarding the Trail
and SFTA. Contact him at PO Box
325, Rocky Ford CO 81067 tele
phone (719) 254-3000, or by e-~ailat
<dubcouch@ria.net>. Welcome to the
board Dub Couch!

Lauren Schumacher, Rolla, MO, won the "Bold and Fearless" print given by the Fort
Larned ~Id Guar~ at the conclusion of the Rendezvous on September 23. Lauren is
shown With the pnnt and Old Guard chairman Leo Oliva.

Craig Crease received the Merito
rious Achievement Award for his
outstanding achievements in pri
mary trail research, writing and
educating, and for identifying origi
nal emigrant and trade routes from
the Missouri River.

John Mark Lambertson, the out
standing Director of the National
Frontier Trails Center in Independ
ence, received the Distinguished
Service Award for his work on his
toric trails research and for his lead
ership in the Kansas City area trails
community.

The Kansas City Area Historic
Trails Association also received the
Distinguished Service Award, ac
cepted by founders Dorothy and Lee
Kroh, for their work in historic trails
research and mapping, and for erect
ing hundreds of trail markers in the
Kansas City area.

The Awards Banquet was one of
the many events of the eighteenth
national aCTA convention hosted by
Trails Head Chapter and attended
by nearly 400 registrants. The con
vention included the annual mem
bership meeting, various workshops
and chapter meetings, 1Y2 days of
speakers, and four days of all-day
bus tours on five different routes.
(For those interested, copies of the
tour booklets can be obtained from
aCTA Headquarters at 816-252
2Z76 or <octahqts@gvi.net>.)

Next year's aCTA convention will
be in Casper, WY, August 13-18.

campfire. The Rendezvous concluded
with retreat ceremonies at Fort
Larned, followed by a dinner in the
quartermaster storehouse and an
outstanding presentation on frontier
army medical practices performed by
Joel Walker portraying a historical
hospital steward.

One longtime attendee to the Ren
dezvous programs was heard to say
that it was the "best Rendezvous
ever." All who were involved in this
year's event hope that you will plan
to be in Larned for Rendezvous 2002.

SFTA MEMBERS RECEIVE
OCTA AWARDS
by Ross Marshall

(Former SFTA President Marshall
served as chairman of the 2000
aCTA convention.)
AT the Oregon-California Trails
Association convention held August
7-12 in Kansas City, four of the high
est awards were presented to indi
viduals who also happen to be SFTA
members. These awards were pre
sented for achievements in trail
preservation in the greater Kansas
City area where the Santa Fe Trail
and the Oregon-California Trails are
essentially the same.

John Leamon received the Merito
rious Achievement Award for his
longtime achievements in trail re
search, mapping and educating, and
for his leadership in both the Trails
Head and Gateway chapters.

ERROR CORRECTED
Sometimes the gremlins produce

egregious and embarrassing mis
takes, and copious apologies are ex
tended to Fort Union National
Monument Chief of Interpretation
Lyn Carranza for the ignominious
mutilation of her name in "The
Caches" column in the last issue. She
is not a Mescalero Apache musician,
and her last name is not a Spanish
expletive. Forgive us our error, Lyn,
and tell Fort Union Superintendent
Harry Myers to forget it.

Lyn Carranza joined the Fort Un
ion staff last May, coming from
Carlsbad Caverns. The mistakenly
identified Mescalero Apache who
played and sang compositions of his
heritage at Fort Union last July is
Vincent Kaydahzine. May he forgive
us too.
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NRA LAUNCHES TRAIL
BRONZE SCULPTURE PROJECT

by Mark L. Gardner

THE NRA Whittington Center near
Raton, New Mexico, has commis
sioned the construction of a bronze,
life-size replica of the wagons, ani
mals, and people of a typical Santa
Fe Trail wagon train of the 1870s to
be placed overlooking historic rem
nants of the Trail. The artist, Fred
Hoppe, is an award-winning sculptor
who received the commission to cre
ate a bronze sculpture of George
Bush for Bush's Presidential Library
in Texas. When completed, the Whit
tington Center's Santa Fe Trail
sculpture will be one of the largest
bronze projects in the United States.

To assist in the financing of this
huge undertaking, the Whittington
Center Board of Trustees has cre
ated a limited edition of 2000 minia
tures of "The Scout." the first sculp
ture slated for placement at the site.
The model for the "The Scout" is
NRA president and Academy Award
winning actor Charlton Heston. The
miniature bronze of "The Scout" was
unveiled at the Whittington Center
on September 1. As part of the un
veiling, Fred Hoppe presented a
slide show overview of his work and
historian Mark Gardner gave a pro
gram on the Santa Fe Trail in popu
lar culture. Gardner is serving as a
historical consultant for the project.

For more information on this proj
ect, or to order one of the limited
miniature bronzes ($1,950.00 each ),
wl'ite the NRA Whittington Center,
PO Box 700. Raton NM 87740, or call
(505) 445-3615.

OFFICER & DIRECTOR HISTORY
by Margaret Sears

THE time is quickly approaching
when SFTA members will again
elect national officers and several di
rectors. In the process of selecting
candidates to fill these important po
sitions, you may wonder who has
served in the past. Each nominating
committee has been required to seek
out that information, which required
searching through the many issues
of Wagon Tracks.

Several years ago Ross Marshall
compiled a historical flowchart
which, while not complete in all de
tails, triggered the effort to research
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all SFTA flies for the complete list of
officers and directors who have
served SFTA since 1986 when Marc
Simmons was elected as first presi
dent of the Santa Fe Trail Council
which became the Santa Fe Trail As
sociation in 1987. This year Linda
Revello, SFTA staff associate, and
SFTA Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Ol
son Peters completed the task and
prepared charts showing all officers
and directors who have served. The
charts are available upon request
from the national office.

The nominating committee will be
requesting suggestions for nominees
soon. Ifyou would like to serve as an
officer or director or wish to suggest
someone for consideration, please
contact Gommittee chair Louann
JOl'dan, 1524 Camino Sierra Vista,
Santa Fe NM 87501.

*'OTBI*
TOKEEr

THE TRAIL

*ALIVE*
by Louann Jordan

THE first SFTA election year in the
new millennium is almost upon us,
and it is not too early to considel' the
people we want to lead us for the
next two years (four years for direc
tors). The nominating committee
(chair Louann Jordan, members
David Clapsaddle and Clint Cham
bers) is focusing on two goals in this
election: (1) a search for two quality
candidates for each position and (2)
to double the number who voted in
the 1999 election.

Your vote counts! We urge SFTA
members who are not chapter
members to consider the choices and
to vote. And we hope the chapter
members who do not belong to the
SFTA will join the parent organi-
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zation and vote. Look for the Call for
Nominations in the February issue
of Wagon Tracks. Deadline for
nominations is March 31, 2001.
Nominees, their biographies, and a
ballot will appear in the May Wagon
Tracks. We hope to hear from you.

PARTNERSHIP REPORT
by Ross Marshall

(Marshall serves as the SFTA repre
sentative to the Partnership for the
National Trails System.)

THE Leadership Council of the
Partnership for the National Trails
System (PNTS), which is made up of
representatives from the twenty Na
tional Scenic and Historic Trails,
met for its semiannual meeting in
Golden, CO, September 17-18, with a
comprehensive list of legislative and
strategic planning items on the
agenda.

One of the priorities was planning
ll th·hour strategies for the FYOO-01
appropriations bills which were bef
ore the Congressional conference
committees. Since that meeting, we
have been informed that our efforts
were successful on a broad scale.
Nearly all the funding that we had
requested has been included in the
Interior Appropriations Bill which
was signed by the president in early
October. And we have been assured
that National Trails have been
raised significantly on the Congres
sional "radar" as a result of the ef
forts of PNTS, which bodes well for
succeeding years.

Specifically for the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail was a line item
of $90,000 for the hiring of a cultural
resource specialist, which was the
culmination ofseveral years ofeffort.
This investment of time is normal
because we are already working on
the FY01-02 budget requests and
early next spring the administration
(which involves the Santa Fe NPS of
fice) will be developing its FY02-03
budget.

Other legislative items have fared
a little less well. For instance, at the
date of this writing, the final disposi
tion of the Willing Seller legislation
i still in doubt in this Congress as is
HR5014 which would allow addi
tions to the Oregon, California, Pony
Express, and Mormon trails.

We have initiated and/or sup-
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ported various interagency agree
ments, including "Unit Status" for
each NPS National Trail, that would
foster closer cooperation in the man
agement of National Trails. These ef
forts are still in process but produc
ing results.

The Partnership's working agree
ment with American Hiking Society
to act as our fiduciary agent for IRS
purposes is nearing completion and
we will be operating under this part
nership arrangement for at least the
near future.

The agenda also included the de
velopment of PNTS's work plan for
2001, which still includes many of
the above initiatives, as well as plan
ning the annual Advocacy Week in
Washington, DC, March 3-7, 2001.
Planning for the 7th National Scenic
and Historic Trails Conference,
which will be held next September,
setting criteria for affiliate member
ships, and finalizing our 2001 budget
were some of the other items on the
agenda.

I appreciate SFTA's support of the
Partnership and the encouragement
that has been extended to me per
sonally from the board and officers.
The benefits of SFTA being a part of
the Partnership will undoubtedly
continue to expand in the coming
years. The Leadership Council will
meet again in Washington in March.

2001 SYMPOSIUM PLANS
by Stephen Whitmore

(Whitmore is past-president of the
Corazon Chapter and coordinator for
the 2001 symposium at Las Vegas,
NM.)

DURING September 27-30, 2001,
the Corazon de los Caminos Chapter
will host the biennial symposium at
Las Vegas, NM, with the theme
"Caminos y Comerciantes: Trails and
Traders in New Mexico." Theyprom
ise four days of fun, fandangos, food,
music, and some serious history (lec
tures and tours).

For those coming from the north,
there will be an evening event in Ra
ton, NM, on Wednesday, September
26. The SFTA governing board will
meet on Thursday, September 27,
beginning at 8:00 a.m. Tours at Ci
marron and Rayado will be available
during the day. The opening recep
tion will be at 5:00 p.m. in Old Town
Plaza, Las Vegas, with an outdoor
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buffet and musical entertainment.
A series of lectures at Ilfeld Audi

torium on the campus of New Mexico
Highlands University will begin Fri
day morning, with keynote ad
dresses by Michael Olsen, professor
of history at NMHU, and Harry My
ers, superintendent of Fort Union
National Monument. The SFTA
membership meeting will be at 11:00
a.m. Friday. Bus tours will include
La Cueva, Loma Parda, Watrous,
Fort Union Ranch, Ocate Crossing,
Wagon Mound, Kearny Gap, Te
colote, and San Miguel del Vado.
Hollywood films about the Trail will
be featured in a "Saturday Mternoon
at the Movies" presentation. Fort
Union will host a barbecued buffalo
dinner and sunset program. The
awards banquet will include music
and a fandango. Sunday events will
include a sunrise service on the mesa
east of Las Vegas, with lunch and a
tour at Point of Rocks Ranch east of
Springer.

Throughout the event there will
be walking tours of Las Vegas and
Trail exhibits at the Las Vegas Mu
seum and Rough Rider Memorial.
Book exhibits on the Trail will be
available at the Carnegie and Don
nelly libraries. There will be an un
veiling of a wayside exhibit on the
Las Vegas Plaza, installed coopera
tively by the National Park Service
and the City of Las Vegas. The sym
posium will feature two art shows
and a photography show.

A nationally-advertised, juried
art exhibition entitled "The Trail
and the Traders" will be presented
by SFTA and the Las Vegas Arts
Council. The judge will be Charles
Goslin, the Kansas artist well known
for his paintings of the Trail. Entries
in two or three dimensions should
depict some aspect of Santa Fe Trail
commerce and traders, and may be
in symbolic or representational form.
Works which are representational
should be historically accurate.
There will be cash awards for Best of
Show, Best 2-D, and Best 3-D. Color
slides of an entry must be received by
August 14, 2001. Entry forms may be
obtained from the Las Vegas Arts
Council, PO Box 2603, Las Vegas,
NM 87701, phone/fax (505) 425
1085. The Student Art Contest
planned by Patti Olsen is described
elsewhere in this issue.

There will also be a photography
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show, intended principally to give
SFTA members an opportunity to
share with each other the best of the
photographs they have taken over
the years of the Trail and activities
on the Trail. Curator and judge of
this show will be Andy Kingsbury, a
professional photographer in Las Ve
gas. Ribbons will be awarded, but no
cash prizes. There will be classes for
amateur and professional photogra
phers, and entries may be in color or
black-and-white. Historic photos will
be welcomed but not judged. The
photography show will be the open
ing exhibit for the new Santa Fe
Trail Interpretive Center planned by
the Las Vegas Citizens Committee
for Historic Preservation.

In addition to these shows, SFTA
chapters are encouraged to plan for
exhibits which showcase for the pub
lic, and especially for SFTA mem
bers, their activities. Exhibit tables
will be available in the lounge area
shared by book vendors. Reserve a
table with Tibor Remenyik, 1021 8th
St., Las Vegas, NM, 87701, <jtrem@
newmexico.com>, phone or fax (505)
454-1307. The Corazon Chapter web
site contains information about the
symposium. Check it out at <www.
nmhu. edu/research/sftrail/corazon.
htm>. Watch Wagon Tracks for fur
ther information.

SYMPOSIUM STUDENT ART
CONTEST

PATTI Olsen, Symposium Educa
tion Committee Chairperson, has or
ganized a Student Art Contest,
"Children's Visions of the Santa Fe
Trail," in which students are asked
to create an illustration based on a
description written by a Trail trav
eler. Thousands of people traveled
the Santa Fe Trail from 1821-1879.
Some of them kept diaries or jour
nals. Others wrote letters. Some
were soldiers who filed reports.
Olsen has selected fifteen quotations
which are most often selected by stu
dents to illustrate. Students are to
chose one of these quotations to use
as the basis for their artistic crea
tion. Students should be careful to
draw any people wearing appropri
ate dress for the time period and
place and be sure plants and trees
grow in the area illustrated. The
winning illustrations will be framed
and displayed at New Mexico High
lands University Art Gallery during
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the symposium, September 27-30,
2001, in Las Vegas, NM.

Two grade categories will be used
in selecting the winning drawings:
grades 4-8 and 9-12. Fifteen draw
ings will be selected from each cate
gory with a total of thirty drawings
selected for display in the art show.
The best three in each category will
be given cash awards: first prize-$50,
second prize-$25, and third prize
$10. Following the symposium, all
winners will be listed in the next is
sue of Wagon Trad?S.

Rules: Pictures must be done on
white 9" x 12" construction paper.
The student may use markers, cray
ons, ink, colored pencils, or any com
bination of these media. Neatness,
clarity, and how the student follows
the descriptive quotation will be con
sidered in the judging. Entries are
limited to two (2) per student. En
tries may not be folded or stapled. To
identify each drawing, the following
information should be printed on the
bottom right-hand side of the
back, in pencil:

Name
Grade
Home address
Phone number
Quotation Number (which you are

illustrating)
Deadline: All entries must be

postmarked no later that April 2,
2001. Entries will not be returned.
FOl' notification that yom entry has
been received, include a self
addressed, stamped envelope or
postcard. Contact Olsen at (505) 454
0383 with any questions concerning
the contest. For the list of quotations
students are to illustrate, send yom
request and a self-address stamped
business-size envelope to Mrs. Olsen
at the address below. Mail all entries
to: Patti Olson, Symposium Educa
tion Committee, 1729 Eighth St, Las
Vegas NM 8770.

BECKNELL NAME MYSTERY?
Is it possible that the "father of the
Santa Fe Trail" operated under an
assumed name? Until recently no
one had implied that William Beck
nell was not operating under a legiti
mate family moniker. An implication
is not evidence, but it is a cause to
pause and see what the records re
veal, if anything.

Several months ago End of the
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Trail Chapter President Tom Steel
was photographing. sections of the
tile mural of the Trail, at San Fran
cisco and Galisteo streets in Santa
Fe, to send prints to a teachel' in
Georgia. Serendipitously, just as he
arrived at the mural (a few seconds
sooner or later and he would have
missed this entirely), a man was tak
ing a photo of the tile with William
Becknell's name. He turned to his
young son and said, "You need to re
member you are related to this man."

Steel said, "I jumped into the con
versation and told him I had met di
rect descendants of Becknell here
four years ago when we had the 175th

Anniversal'y Celebration and reen
actment of Becknell's arrival in
Santa Fe." The man, whom Steel re
calls has the last name of Snow (pos
sibly the first name is Richard) and
is from Michigan (possibly Detroit),
said "Becknell is a made-up name."
He said it came from two Germans
who were dodging the Prussian
draft. Their names (Steel cannot be
sure about the spellings) were
Bechenhoffen and Nelleford (per
haps Nellenfort), and they combined
parts of each to come up with Beck
nell and came to the U.S.

Snow said he was an amateur his
torian and had a relative doing fam
ily history. Steel gave the man his
card and asked him to send an e-mail
later. Because they were attracting a
crowd, with tourists requesting
Steel's card and asking questions,
Tom did not get the man's full name
or address. He hoped for a response
later, but so far nothing.

Steel says, "Wouldn't it be great if
someone could come up with
verification of lineage and maybe
even find a picture or painting of
William Becknell?" If anyone can
help locate Snow, document the
legitimacy or illegitimacy of the
name Becknell, or shed any light on
this conundrum, please contact WT
editor and Tom Steel, 691 Callecita
Jicarilla, Santa Fe NM 87505, (505)
982-0254, <tomcarly@swcp.com>.

PRESERVATION TASK FORCE
PRESERVATION is one of the pri
mary purposes of SFTA. Today there
are many threats to the historic
Trail. A Preservation Task Force has
been created to work on strategies
for protecting the historic remnants.
Members are Faye Gaines, Margaret
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Sears, David Gaines, Jeff Trotman,
Britt Colle, and Ross Marshall. Any
one with questions or suggestions
should contact one of these mem
bers.

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

I saw in the last issue of Wagon
Tracks (August 2000) that Doug and
Marna Davis of Abilene, KS, por
trayed Frank Butler and Annie Oak
ley for a SFTA chapter-sponsored
event. By reading the article, it
seems as though this event took
place without any mishaps.
However, this has not always been
the case.

It was July 1998 in Greenville,
OH, that I shared the stage with
Doug and Marna Davis dming the
Annual Annie Oakley Festival. I per
formed my "Medicine Show" and
then quickly changed clothes to help
in a stagecoach robbery skit. I was
the robber. Doug Davis was the sher
iff. When the sheriff shot the robber,
the end of Doug's .45 cal. pistol bar
rel was less than 2 feet from my face,
pointed right at me, when he pulled
the trigger. I'll spare you all the
bloody, gory details, but I assure you
I was NOT a pretty sight. The entire
right side of my face was riddled with
powder burns (I was thankful he was
only shooting blanks). It took a little
over three hours in the hospital for a
doctor and nurse to remove as much
of the powder from my face as they
could. A few days later I found out
that Doug's insurance did not cover
that type of accident and, as of today,
he has not made any attempt to help
pay for the hospital bill.

I would like to caution any Wagon
Tracks reader who may belong to an
organization considering Doug and
Marna for a program . You may want
to contact their insurance company
to find out exactly what their cover
age is. These people have lied to me
and they have lied to my friends-I
cannot imagine why they would not
lie to you. They may talk about gun
safety, but do they practice it?
PLEASE BE CAREFUL when
dealing with these people.

Les Vilda
Santa Fe Trail Ambassador

2447 Co Rd N
Wilber NE 68465
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schools, business firms, and parents
are encourage to give life member
ships as a recognition or gift.

The implementation of a life mem
bership program will help insure, to
quote Marc Simmons, that "the
Santa Fe Trail lives on."

Richard Poole
815 S Shumard Dr

Stillwater OK 74074

Editor

As a charter member ofSFTA, I've
been interested in the suggestion to
have a life membership category. I
was disappointed to read that the
membership committee turned down
the idea.

Life memberships work well for
many organizations. My husband
was a life member of the National
Teachers association. The life mem
bership fees help build an endow
ment fund plus the interest can pro
vide for the member's newsletter
plus other annual services.

At age 83 I can see that a life
membership of $600 or $700 would
be a contribution I could make to the
growth and future of the SFTA. I'm
heartily in favor of this idea of a life
membership category coming up for
consideration again.

Ethel C. Armstrong
507 Twin Diamond Rd

Roswell NM 88201

Your reasoned support for this is
appreciated. Several people have re
sponded to my comments abOlLt life
memberships, some pro and sonle
can. Some requested that their com
ments not be published. My point is
that this should be reconsidered. Sev
eml people who favor life member
ships noted that they would be
pleased to Imow the money paid in
would I~eep worhing for SFTA long
after they are gone. To me, it still
looks like a viable way to help build
an endowment fLmd. Many nonprofit
organiza,tions continl.l,e to use life
memberships profitably. The prob
lem some associations got into was
setting life membership fees so low
that interest income from that mem
bership would not pay enough to
service the member until he or she
died. The solution is to calculate the
life m.embership investment at a fea
sible level. Other comments on this is
sue are welcome. The following letter
was addressed to President Margaret
Sears with a copy to me.

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
I applaud your comments regard

ing a life membership program for
the Association ('From the Editor,"
WT, May 2000). As one who has had
management responsibility for the
implementation and oversight of
such a program, I am well aware of
the benefits that can accrue to our
SFTA. It will reduce operating costs
and provide revenue stability. If
properly implemented and pro
moted, I am confident that the ten
year impact of such a program will
exceed our most optimistic expecta
tions.

To assist the success and flllancial
soundness of a life membership pro
gram, I share the following points for
consideration:
(1) All payments (I prefer the term
"investments") for a life membership
should go into an endowment with
the provision that only the earnings
will be used for operating expenses of
the Association.
(2) Annual earnings from the endow
ment in excess of some percentage
(say 4 or 5%) should be reinvested in
the endowment to help offset infla
tion.
(3) Do not set the life membership
charge too low. It is better to err on
the high side than the low.
(4) While full payment for the life
membership is preferred, a provision
for paying the life membership in
vestment over a three-year period
should be made during the initial
campaign.
(5) Determine and, if appropriate,
promote the tax benefit of a life
membership for the individual.
(6) Many organizations use the term
"investment" rather than "fee,"
"charge," or "dues." When the princi
pal is put in an endowment it truly is
an investment in perpetuity on be
half of the Association.
(7) Some organizations give a life
membership as an award, honor, or
student recognition, however the life
membership must be fully paid for-
no free memberships. Thus, some op
erating revenues (for such awards)
go back into the endowment. Also,

Jo Bennett Mitchell
1060 Lyons Road

Ellensburg WA 98926

Do people who write help wanted
requests get responses? Most of the
time we don't know, but sometimes
they do. Jo Bennett Mitchell's request
for l:nfonnation about her ancestor
John Patton appeared in the May
issue. Marc Simmons found Patton
referenced in David J. Weber's Ex
tranjeros and sent her photocopies of
the pages. Simmons thought the
account of her search would be of
interest to WT readers and received
permission to share her letter.
Dear Dr. Simmons:

Thank you very much for your
kindness in sending me the note and
copy of pages from The Extranje1'Os,
Selected Documents From the Mexi
can Side of the Sa.nta. Fe Trail, 1825
1828.

I have been subscribing to WT for
about three years. I first subscribed
in search for my ancestor John Pat
ton. From what I learned from WTI
made the trip to Franklin, MO, read
the old newspapers at the University
library, and did indeed find his trail.
I have advertisements of several
years in the papers of "Old Frank
lin." Then I have his trail in Mexico
when he was a merchant in Chihua
hua in the late 1830s and 40s. I
found him again in Santa Fe after
the war and finally in the 1860 US
Census in Mesilla. Now your help
has closed a gap in the life stOl'Y
Thank you again.

I have indeed ordered a copy of Be
ginning of the West as well as con
tinuing to scour the Trail literature
for more about that May 1827 Cara
van. I am having a lot of fun with this
search!

Family lore said Patton came to
Santa Fe from Missouri, but was
born in Virginia. These customs
house records show that he himself
stated he came from Tennesseel Now
I have further mystery to unravel.
Will I find any trace of him in Ten
nessee? So far I have found no trace
in Virginia either!

I have been "doing genealogy"
only since retirement, but history
was a major topic in college years
ago. Genealogy feels a lot like coming
home. The Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion is a happy discovery for me. I ap
preciate your pioneer work to get it
established and appreciate your con
tributions to this publication and to
the whole field of history.
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which the family acknowledges can
only be realized through volunteer
efforts and funding. They are cur
rently working on the completion of
Schumacher Park that will include
additional prairie grasses and wild
flowers, the purchase of bronze stat
ues, and inclusion of surrounding
area and vistas into the park. A
model of the type of bronze that 3
Trails West would like to acquire is
in the photograph with Topper Schu
macher and the Mexican trader on
horseback. The gift of land typifies
the reflective attitude of Lou, Jr.,
who commented, "We don't own any
thing in the world. We just lease it
for a period of time and ifwe are good
stewards, we will be better for it."

A project of this size simply is not
completed alone. It is the effort of
many people and was funded with
private money, National Park Serv
ice cost-share funds, and Missouri
Tourism and Development funds.
The significance was explained by
David Gaines: "Upon completion,
Schumacher Park promises to help
an urban populace to reconnect with
the area's early roots, to learn about
the role of the Santa Fe Trail and the
lessons it can offer about diverse peo
ple who were brought together by it,
and to benefit from the trail legacy as
they use it to enhance their recrea
tional opportunities. In terms of con
tinuing and expanding the national
historic trail's purposes today, Schu
macher Parks offers a wonderful ex
ample of landowner stewardship,
pride, and civic responsibility."

SWALES DEDICATION
(continued from page 1)

overgrown wooded area south of the
Trail Center where Trail travelers
gathered for theil" water supply from
one of the nearby springs. They trav
eled west from this site to California,
Oregon, or Santa Fe. Visitors to the
National Frontier Trails Center are
directed to the· ruts before touring
the Center so they may have a better
understanding of wagon travel.

The Independence Parks Depart
ment erected a rustic fence which
protects the swales from vehicular
traffic. There is handicapped park
ing with a path to allow people with
disabilities to reach the swales. This
is one of the few sites on the trails
that handicapped can get this close
to the original route.

The following groups were recog
nized for financial contributions
which made this project possible: (1)
Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Center, (2) Independence
Parks Matching Grant Program, and
(3) Kansas City 150th Anniversary
Legacy Fund.

SCHUMACHER PARK
(continued from page 1)

thank you from the recipients. Su
perintendent David Gaines, Long
Distance Trails Office (Santa Fe),
National Park Service, recognized
all city officials, historians, and fam
ily members. What really began to
unfold was the sweeping impact this
project had; it was a monumental
task accomplished through intense
dedication.

What started as a simple exercise
in history developed into a serious
journey and came to fruition with
Schumacher Park. Many years ago
Jane Mallinson, DAR representative
and SFTA member, received a tele
phone call from Lou Schumacher in
quiring about his property. Mallin
son explained to Schumacher that
the property was on the Santa Fe,
Oregon, and California trails. Dur
ing the dedication ceremony, she
added, "Lou's enthusiasm was like a
snowball rolling downhill." As Schu
macher learned more, his excitement
continued to build, encapsulating
neighbors, businessmen, and family.

To understand more about the im
portance of this project, it is neces
sary to provide additional history.

View of swales and part of walkway that loops around them south of Bingham
Waggoner Estate.

Schumacher Park was officially cer
tified by the NPS on November 3,
1991, as a Santa Fe Trail segment.
This site and the adjoining house
were the first two certifications on
the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
The Schumachers were frustrated
with the continual loss of historic
landscape and donated theil' prop
erty for the park, stating, "there is
more to life than paving every square
foot for monetary gain. Weare so
pleased and fortunate to be a part of
preserving our history and our heri
tage."

Perhaps the best physical narra
tive is in the words written on the
park dedication invitation by Kansas
City Missouri Board of Parks and
Recreation: "Lou and his wife Topper
donated a 50 ft. wide strip ofland for
the development of this commemora
tive trail. In addition, Lou and Top
per donated 2.5 acres of adjacent
land (Schumacher Park) to provide a
site for the development of a pavilion
with wayside exhibits and a suitable
place for housing a DAR trail marker
that had been relocated in error
years earlier, and for developing a
sculpture depicting the role of Mexi
can traders in trail history."

Lou and his family created 3
Trails West, a Missouri not-for-profit
corporation founded in 1992 for the
purposes of "identifying, certifying,
and preserving the original routes of
the ... trails through the greater
Kansas City Missouri metropolitan
area and promoting area tourism."
This corporation has clear goals
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Topper Schumacher with model of
statue of Mexican trader on horse
back.

During the dedication ceremony,
Gaines remarked that Lou told him,
regarding the route of the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail, "your maps
are wrong. We [the NPS] admitted
it." Lou Schmacher's research and
documentation of the historic route
was meticulous and precise.

The ceremony had more touching
components. Lou Schumacher, Jr"
spoke about his father's work and
the entire family's determination to
continue onward. Lou, Jr, regrets
not being as involved with his fa
ther's efforts early on, but is thank
ful for his father's dog-eared deter
mination and research skills that af
forded him the opportunity to pick
up where his father left off. He ex
pressed special gratitude for his fa
ther and mother and pledged to con
tinue their work to preserve and pro
tect the Trail.

The family was honored for their
efforts to portray the cultural diver
sity of the Santa Fe Trail. They rec
ognize that this site provides an op
portunity to present a multicultural
perspective of that diversity. Lou,
Jr., noted that the Trail was "more
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Hispanic than American." Another
dimension of the site is indicated in
the exhibit on Emily Fisher, 1808
1898. She was a Kentucky-born
slave who lived in Jackson County,
Missouri, most of her life. Like other
slaves she was freed with the adop
tion of the 13th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution in 1865. The story
of Emily's life and her family shows
deep family commitment. Three of
her grandchildren were at the dedi
cation.

The Trail lost a great friend when
Lou Schumacher passed away on
May 12, 1998. His research and dedi
cation remain as information and in
spiration, and his family continues
the work. Lou Schumachel' was rec
ognized fol' his eff01'ts. He and Top
pel' received the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation Award of Merit in 1990. Lou
was presented the Fl'iends of the
Trail Award from Ol'egon-Califo1'llia
Trails Association in 1992 and a
Gold Award fl'om the Department of
the Interior, National Park Service,
in 1996 for his continued efforts in
personal research, efforts with the
Blue Ridge Corridor plan, gift of
propel'ty for the park, and establish
ment of 3-Trails West. Schumacher
Park is a monument to his work as
well as to the Trail.

The story does not end with Schu
macher Park. With Lou's help, the
Blue Ridge Corridor plan can be real
ized with the establishment of a com
memorative trail along 93rd Street
linking Santa Fe Elementary School
with Bannister Mall by way of the
Trail route. Driving on urban streets
while trying to find the Trail is diffi
cult at times. The Schumacher fam
ily realized this and worked with of
ficials to create some twentieth
century graffiti to identify the trail.

Other efforts are under way in the
area to bring back the interest in his
tory and the trails. The greater Kan
sas City metropolitan area is quite
unique as the place where the Santa
Fe, Oregon, and California trails
traveled the same path for many
years, These historic efforts include
partnership with schools and busi
nesses. Lou Schumachel"s work is
being continued and accelerated
through his family and the desire to
teach others and preserve the rich
heritage.

Schumacher Park is different.
Yes, it contains exquisite and accu-
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rate wayside exhibits, it has quaint
seating in a pavilion, with a walking
path surrounding the property with
its Trail remains. Yet there is some
thing different, something special.
When you look around and see the
view of the city, and imagine what it
would have been like in Trail days,
you can become entranced with the
bluestem and with the sound and
spirit of Lou Schumacher which re
sides there.

One of the touching portions of the
dedication ceremony centered on a
rectangular box with an image on
the side showing various modes of
transportation. Visitors were asked
to write their name on a piece of pa
per and place it inside the box. The
family indicated the box would con
tain a pair of Lou's glasses so he
could read the names, then the box
would be interred deep in the Schu
macher prairie. Family members
added their names, then asked eve
ryone to add theirs as they departed.

Simultaneously Lou, Jr., said
"Honor my father by leaving a piece
ofyoUl'selfbehind." With the sounds
of "American the Beautiful" in the
background, those who were there
wondered if they had left enough,
having received so much from the
Schumachers.

Schumacher Park is scheduled to
be part of the 2003 SFTA Sympo
sium in the Kansas City area. Anne
Mallinson. co-coordinator for the
symposium, writes, "Schumacher
Park, with its natural grass prairie,
interpretive signage, and DAR
monument was the inspiration ofthe
late Lou Schumacher. Symposium
participants will be given an oppor
tunity to tour the park and enjoy a
quiet slice of the Trail experience
even though surrounded by 21st-cen
tury development." Doesn't it make
you want to be there?

Dedication ceremony memorial box
interred at Schumacher Park.
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FLORA SPIEGELBERG, "TENDERFOOT BRIDE OF THE SANTA FE TRAIL"
Introduction and Annotation by Mary Jean Cook

(SFTA member Mary Jean Cook,
Santa Fe, is noted for her resea.rch
into the history of the western tenni
nus of the Trail. She is the author
several books and articles and a fre
quent contributor to WT.)

INTRODUCTION

REMINISCENCES are not consid
ered to be a reliable source of history.
Nevertheless, when researching
women's history of the Santa Fe
Trail, judicious use of such material
remains somewhat of a necessity.
Flora (Langerman) Spiegelberg was
nearly eighty years of age when she
wrote the following accounts. It is,
therefore. understandable that her
memory failed her on specific dates
and names. In 1947 Flora died at age
eighty-seven in New York City,
where she, husband Willi, and their
two daughters had moved after leav
ing Santa Fe in 1888. 1

Flora might well be compared to
an Auntie Mame. Throughout her
life she never ceased her limitless ef
forts in behalf of her fellow man,
both for education and sanitation.
Before the turn of the twentieth cen
tury, Flora collaborated with Tho
mas A. Edison in the production of
one of the first environmental films
ever produced in the United States.
She encouraged, even harangued,
the City of New York to collect its
garbage in covered trucks, l'eceiving
the sobriquet of "Mrs. Sanitary."
Whether in Santa Fe or New York
City Flora was on the front line of, 2
social change.

Willi, Flora's husband, was the
youngest of the sevel'al Spiegelberg
brothers, the first of whom crossed
the Santa Fe Trail prior to the Mexi
can War. The six Spiegelberg broth
ers-Solomon Jacob, Levi, Elias,
Emanuel, Lehman, and Willi-com
prised one of the earliest Jewish
mercantile dynasties in the Ameri
can Southwest. The eldest brother,
Solomon Jacob, arrived in Santa Fe
around 1844. He served as a trader
with General Stephen Watts Kearny
and the Army of the West in 1846.
He traveled into Mexico with Colonel
Alexander Doniphan later that same
year and returned to Santa Fe in
1847, where he clerked in the Adolph
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Staab store on the plaza before
launching his own enterprise.3

Between the years of 1848 and
1861 five more Spiegelberg brothers
crossed the Santa Fe Trail, arriving
in New Mexico Territory. Elias was
killed at age 23, in 1855, soon after
his arrival, when a mud roof col
lapsed on him. The remaining five
brothers became respected entrepre
neurs in mercantile, real estate,
mining, and banking. On the south
side of Santa Fe's plaza they built
what became known as the Spiegel
berg Block. These two-story build
ings remain today. The Spiegelberg's
progressive plaza establishment sold
sunbonnets to the Sisters of Loretto.
Flora took French lessons from the
good Sisters whose school and con
vent stood only two blocks away from
her future home.

In the late summer of 1880 Flora
and Willi Spiegelberg built a large
house of thick adobe bricks with a
metal-shingled mansard roof on
Santa Fe's fashionable East Palace
Avenue, approximately three blocks
east of the Palace of the Governors.
Early that same year the railroad ar
rived and with it came the latest ar
chitectural elements and construc
tion materials. 4 The Willi Spiegel
bergs lived in this house for eight ex
citing years, elegantly entertaining
the influential and famous citizens of
the era. During those Santa Fe
years, Flora gave birth to two daugh
ters, Rose and Betty.

A series of other historic events
occurred both inside and outside of
this French-style adobe house. The
Santa Fe New Mexican boasted that
the first exterior and interior gas
light fixtures in the city were in the
Willi and Flora Spiegelberg Palace
Avenue house. It also had one of the
first indoor bathrooms in Santa Fe.
It is said that European workmen
who were bl'ought to Santa Fe by
Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy to
build his St. Francis Cathedral also
worked on the construction of the
Willi Spiegelberg house.

The famous Archbishop Lamy,
who often enjoyed tea with French
speaking Flora, planted and blessed
two willow trees on each side of the
front walk of the house. In the 1960s
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these dangerously diseased trees
were cut down. One of the dead tree
trunks is now on exhibit in the Arch
diocese of Santa Fe Collection near
St. Francis Cathedra1.5

In 1888 the Willi Spiegelbergs
sold their home, today at the inter
section of Palace Avenue and Paseo
de Peralta, to Dr. John Symington
and his New Mexican wife, Teresa
Armijo, daughter of Santa Fe Trail
merchant Ambrosio Armijo. Dr.
Symington practiced medicine
across the street at the hospital of
the Sisters of Charity.6 Upon Dr.
Symington's death in May 1888 at
Johns-Hopkins in Baltimore, Mary
land, Teresa Armijo de Symington
sold the house to Solomon and Emily
Spitz.

Solomon Spitz was a plaza jeweler
with his establishment in the former
Second National Bank, built by the
Spiegelbergs, on the south side of the
plaza. In 1962 Solomon's son Ber
nard and his wife Florence sold the
Spiegelberg house to Edward and
Mary Jean Cook who own it today.?

The Cooks made their home there
until 1972. Until January 1998 Dr.
Cook practiced pediatric dentistry in
the rear three rooms. leasing the
front six rooms to two former New
Mexico governors, Jack Campbell
and Jerry Apodaca, and current U. S.
Senator Jeff Bingaman. Added to
this illustrious twentieth-century
history is the notable fact that in the
1970s the late Todd Duncan, the first
Porgy of Gershwin's "Porgy and
Bess," sampled his first Santa Fe ta
male there. The supper was followed
by an unforgettable evening of Schu
bert's lieder sung by Duncan. Musi
cal Flora Spiegelberg would have en
joyed the musical events that later
filled the living room of her beloved
house, which was designed by her.

To celebrate the opening of a new
exhibit at the Palace of the Gover
nors on the Pioneer Jews of the
Southwest, a reception was held in
the Willi Spiegelberg house on Octo
ber 12, 2000. Once again the elegant
house hosted a gala of historic sig
nificance, gathering people from
across the United States. During
that same weekend, and for the fIrst
time during the 20th century, two
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descendants of early merchants met
bearing the surnames of their great
grandfathel's-Spiegelberg (New
Mexico) and Zeckendorf (Arizona).
Interestingly, a Zeckendorf married
a Spiegelberg. According to Bill
Zeckendorf (my dinner partner), his
family left New Mexico in the 19th
century because they were "going
broke."

Regrettably omitted from the End
of the Trail Chapter's "Santa Fe
Walking Tour," 175th annivel'sary
brochure (1997), the Willi and Flora
Spiegelberg house has been on the
National Register of Historic Build
ings since 1971. The historic Spiegel
berg house at Palace Avenue and
Paseo de Peralta, occupied by
Peyton-Wright Gallery, continues to
be open to the public today.

Flora Spiegelberg's· "Reminis
cences of a Jewish Bride on the
Santa Fe Trail" was published in two
parts in The Jewish Spectator, II
(August 1937): 21-22 & (September
1937): 24-25, 44. This is followed be
low by her "Historical Reminis
cences," El Palacio, XXXVIII (April
1935): 45-46, which relates anec
dotes of New Mexico Territorial Gov-.
ernor Lew Wallace. These items are
reprinted here with annotation 10

brackets and endnotes.

REMINISCENCES

Part I

I was born in ew York in 1857 in
the home of my grandfather, Moses
Lichtenhein and when two months
old was taken via the Isthmus of
Panama to San Francisco, the home
of my father William Langerman,
who was a pioneer of 1849, a Colonel
of the California State militia and a
member of the Committee of Vigilan
tes in 1850. My parents and their
children moved to New York in 1866
and after my father's death in 1869,
my mother made her home in Nur
emberg in order to give us a good
education.

I was married in 1874 to Willi
Spiegelberg, the youngest of five
brothers. His oldest brother, Jacob
Solomon [Solomon Jacob], in 1845
[1844] joined an ox-drawn covered
wagon caravan going to Santa Fe,
New Mexico which took over three
months. When half way across the
famous old Santa Fe Trail [in 1846],
he met Colonel [William A.] Doni
phan who took a liking to him. My
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brother-in-law accepted Colonel
Doniphan's invitation to join his cav
alry regiment that was on its way to
Chihuahua, Mexico, where he re
mained until 1846 [1847]. Then
[Solomon Jacob] established in
Santa Fe the General Merchandise
firm of Spiegelberg Brothers, the
first Jewish merchants in New Mex
ico.a

Mter our honeymoon in Europe,
we started out for Santa Fe in 1875.
We travelled, via St. Louis, in very
primitive steam [railroad] cars to
West Los Animas, Colorado, then the
terminus of the railroad. Then we
continued our journey to Santa Fe
for six days and six nights in a stage
coach, often drawn by four horses,
across the famous old Santa Fe Trail,
parts of which had ah'eady been ex
plored by the early Spanish Conquis
tador Cortez [Coronado] in 1600
[1541]. The stage coach topped at
the log house coach stations three
times daily; an hour to change horses
and provide a most primitive meal.
Usually we had dried buffalo chips
[jerky], with beans. red or green pep
pers, coffee and tea without milk or
sugar, and occasional delicacies such
as buffalo tongues, bear and buffalo
steaks. I did not relish this food, but
my hardened pioneer husband never
complained. Many of the station
masters were old friends of my hus
band. When they assisted me out of
the coach, they raised their big som
breros (hats) with a hearty greeting,
"Welcome Don Julian El Bonito,"
meaning William, the Handsome,
and your pretty "Tenderfoot Bride of
the Santa Fe Trail."

During one of these stops, a sta
tion master told me this story: "Re
cently the stage coach arrived with
four passengers, three Americans
and one German. After a simple
meal and smoking their pipes, they
stood near the coach. The driver. al
ways on the lookout for herds of buf
faloes and Indian , was carefully
watching the horizon. Suddenly he
saw a band of Indians slowly walk
ing single flie a short distance away.
'Indians, Indians,' he shouted, warn
ing the passengers to jump quickly
into the coach. Greatly excited the
station master could only find the
three Americans; then looking be
hind the log cabin, he saw the Ger
man passenger praying softly in He
brew, a black skull cap on his head, a

Wagon Tracks

prayer shawl about his neck, and a
prayer book in his hand. 'Come,
come,' he shouted, 'don't you see the
Indians are approaching?' The Ger
man gentleman carefully wTapped
up his prayer book and cap in his
prayer shawl, then ran to the stage
coach and jumped in. Noticing the
impatience and excitement of the
passengers, he calmly said, 'Good
friends, put your trust in God and He
will bring you safely to your jour
ney's end.' The dl'iver whipped up
the horses and they dashed away."

The next day near Dry Cimarron
station. our coach was stopped to let
Colonel [William R.] Price [Eighth
Cavalry], a friend of my husband,
pass with a band ofroving Indians he
had captured. I was terribly fright
ened for they were the first live Indi
an I had ever seen. At the next sta
tion, Las Vegas, which was then the
econd largest town in Mexico [New

Mexico Territory] and had a popula
tion of nearly one thousand, among
them some twenty American men,
four Jews and three American
women. I saw the old Mexican adobe
house from the roof of which General
Kearney [Stephen W. Kearny] in
1846 made an urgent appeal to the
assembled Mexicans to become loyal
Americans and the United States
would protect them.

We arrived in Santa Fe in a bright
moonlight night. As we drove into
the city, my husband told me of this
incident: "When General [Henry
Hopkins] Sibley and his Confederate
soldiers from Texas occupied Santa
Fe in 1862 during the Civil War, he
declared martial law forbidding
Mexican and American women to ap
pear in the streets. On several occa
sion his soldiers invaded Spiegel
berg's store and looted it, altogether
of fifty thousand dollars worth of
merchandise which was never re
paid. One day, a crowd of soldiers en
tered the store; an intoxicated sol
dier demanded clothing from my
brother Levi without payment.
While he was looking for it. the sol
dier pointed his pistol at his head,
shouting, 'Be quick or I'll blow your
bl'ains out.' I was standing nearby so
I rushed to my brother's assistance
just in time to throw the drunken
soldier's arm up, and the bullet
struck the ceiling. and thus saved his
life."

My brother-in-law Levi's wife was
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young and very beautiful and at that
time was the fifth American woman
in Santa Fe.9 Their only pleasant
recreation was a buggy ride every
Sunday to visit the nearby Indian
pueblos and watch them mould pot
tery and make gold and silver jew
elry. One Sunday as they drove past
General Sibley's headquarters they
noticed that some of the officers and
soldiers arose and stared at them.
The following day an old pioneer
friend told Levi: "When you drove
past military headquarters Sunday,
I overheard this remark; 'By Gingo!
What a beautiful woman in these
war times. A fellow might be
tempted to kidnap her.''' To protect
his wife, Levi's three brothers slept
in an adjoining room with loaded
guns to ward off any attempt to kid
nap her. My brother-in-law forbid
his wife even to look out of her bed
room window. but one day she heard
a woman crying and moaning under
her window: "For God's sake, help
me! I am starving and bleeding to
death." Remembering her husband's
warning, she ran across the yard into
the store to call him, but it was full of
soldiers shouting and fighting for
provisions. So she rushed back to her
room, and when the crying and piti
ful appeals continued. she could not
resist any longer and looked out of
the window and saw a young negro
girl, who begged for help. Assisted by
her Mexican maid, she dragged her
into the house, washed and fed her,
and sent for a doctor. The girl had
been stolen from her master's plan
tation by General Sibley's soldiers,
assaulted and abused by them. The
Spiegelberg brothers not only bought
her freedom, but also a man slave
and adopted an Indian girl and boy
the Confederate soldiers had cap
tured. They were all sent to school
and served our family faithfully for
over 20 years.

Just when my husband finished
telling me this story, our coach sud
denly turned a curve in the road. To
our great surprise, my husband's
brother Lehman, joined by friends in
buggies or horseback and even on
burros, had come out to welcome us
with a band ofMexican musicians on
top of an old stage coach and amid
cheers for "Don Julian El Bonito and
his pretty Tenderfoot Bride." As the
coach drove up the main street ac
companied by these friends we were
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cheered until we reached the home of
my husband's brother. There Gen
eral Devens [Thomas C. Devin,
Eighth Cavalry] Commander of the
Territory, an intimate friend of my
husband's, waited to welcome us
with his military band playing Lo
hengrin's Wedding March. 10

At that time I was the eighth
American woman in Santa Fe. There
were about fifty American men, offi
cials and merchants, and a Mexican
population of two thousand. I

1 My
two daughters were born there.
Part II

One of our best friends in Santa
Fe was the Archbishop [Jean Bap
tiste] Lamy. In 1852, while still a
Bishop, he was returning from Kan
sas accompanied by 2 young priests
in a covered wagon and two mules.
When half way across the Santa Fe
Trail he met a large caravan of ox
drawn wagons taking merchandise
to Spiegelberg Brothers in Santa Fe.
He was a friend of the brothers, so he
halted his wagon to greet Levi, the
second oldest of the brothers, who
was accompanying his wagon train.
He learned that Levi had been taken
suddenly ill with a severe attack of
disentery [dysentery], and as there
was an epidemic of cholera at that
time, the ignorant Mexican leader
and his men of the caravan became
panic stricken and refused to con
tinue. Thus they forced the sick man
to take refuge with a kind-hearted
trapper li~ing in a log cabin on the
prairie until he was able to resume
his journey. Just as he was being car
ried into the cabin, the good Bishop
rushed up to his old friend, Levi, and
quickly persuaded the sick man to
join him. The two young priests, said
in a kindly soothing voice, "Good
friend, we gladly make room for you
in our covered wagon, and will nurse
you until you recover your health, for
we could not think of leaving you
here in this lonely log cabin on the
prairies. We do not believe that you
have that dreaded disease-and if
you have it, we are not afraid either."

The five Spiegelberg brothers
never forgot how Bishop Lamy's de
votion to their brother possibly saved
his life, and we were all very grateful
to him.

In 1876 the Catholic cathedral in
Santa Fe was built under his per
sonal supervision, and he had placed
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over the main arch. carved in large
Hebrew letters the word, "Adonoi,"
and painted black to make it more

. 12conspICUOUS. For many years he
sent on the Jewish New Year and
Yom Kippur gifts of wine, fruits and
flowers to his Jewish friends.
. No doubt as a result of his relig
lOUS tolerance, the Mexican friends
of the five Spiegelberg brothers used
to say, and it has been published in
New Mexican newspapers. "We
honor and respect the Spiegelberg
Brothers because they are of the
same people as our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ."

In 1887 an American physician
was brutally killed by two young
Mexicans, and when they escaped
the death sentence, a party ofold pio
neers, to set an example and protect
their families, appeared at midnight
on horseback and urged my husband
to join them to hang the murderers. I
was terribly frightened for my baby
was only a few weeks old. While my
husband was persuading his neigh
bors that he could not leave his
young wife, I wrapped my baby in a
shawl and appealed to the ten men
on horseback. "Good friends, you all
have families. I am nursing this
baby, have the care of another small
child, [and] if my husband were to
accompany you it will endanger my
health and prevent me from doing
my duty to my young. so I sincerely
hope you will not ask my husband to
~oin you in the first Santa Fe lynch
mg party." Then almost in unison
they said, "Good wife and mother
your ~,ish.is gran~ed, we bid you good
mght, raIs.ed theIr hats, and silently
rode away m the bright moonlight.

In 1878 General [William Tecum
seh] Sherman was sent to Santa Fe
to settle trouble with the Indian . At
a dinner given to him, it was my good
fortune to be seated beside the gen
eral. "General Sherman," I sug
gested naively, "do tell us something
about your march from Atlanta to
the sea."

The general arose from the ban
quet table with characteristic mili
tary dignity. Stiffly erect, and with a
voice full of feeling, he said: "Good
friends, although I am a military offi
cer, at heart I am a pacifist."

He stared for a moment into space
and then blurted out the thunderous
declaration which has since become
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a famous saying: "War is Hell!"
In 1879, Generals [philip H.] She

ridan, [John] Pope and [Nelson A]
Miles came on official business[;] in
1880, General [Ulysses S.] Grant,
John A Logan and Robert Ingersol.
These gentlemen were all feted by
the old pioneers and were welcome
guests in my home. At that time,
General Lew Wallace, the author of
"Ben Hur," was Governor.

General Lew Wallace of Civil War
fame was appointed Governor of
New Mexico in 1878 and served with
distinction, until 1881 when he was
appointed Minister Plenipotentiary
to Turkey, this honorary title was
created especially for him.

During the Governor's term of of
fice he was a neighbor of ours, and as
Mrs. Wallace was obliged to remain
at her home in Indiana to superin
tend the education of her young son,
she only came occasionally to Santa
Fe. My husband and Governor Wal
lace became very good friends and he
frequently was our guest for dinner.
He told us interesting war stories,
and one occasion read for us his book
the "Prince of Peace."

The official office of the Governor
was in the old EI Palacio Real. built
of adobes by the Indians in 1609 un
der the supervision of the Franciscan
Friars. It served nearly 300 years all
Spanish-Mexican and American
Governors until 1924 when the new
handsome state building was
erected. The large window at the old
EI Palacio Real is still shown to tour
ists where Governor Wallace used to
sit after office hours and work on his
manuscript "Ben Hur." One day as I
passed I looked in the window and
bowed good morning, the Governor
beckoned me to come in[.] He said,
"Mrs. Spiegelberg, I have just
wrapped up my manuscript of Ben
Hur, to forward to my publisher, do
you think it is worth the expres
sage?" For a moment I stared at him,
then quickly replied: 'My dear Gov
ernor, judging by the success of your
book, the 'Prince of Peace,' I'd gladly
pay the express charges if you agree
to divide the royalties with me." He
smiled saying, "I will consider your
offer," and I wished him good luck. It
has been said that the royalties from
the book Ben Hur, the play and mm
amounted to a million dollars. In
later years I often joked with him
about my offer, and how wise he was
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not to accept it.
Shortly before the Governm's de

parture for Washington we gave him
a grand banquet. In those good old
days wines and champagne flowed
freely toasts and speeches were
made, thrilling war and pioneer sto
ries related, and the real western
spirit of good-will and fellowship pre
vailed.

Toward the end of his farewell
dinner the Governor said to my hus
band, who at that time was Probate
Judge of the county of Santa Fe, the
first and only Jew to be elected to
that office in New Mexico, and by a
very large majority. his opponent
was [L.] Bradford Prince, a former
Chief Justice and Governor of New
Mexico:

"If during the time I am Minister
to Turkey I can be of service to your
people, for you know that the Jews in
the Orient occasionally get them
selves into trouble, I promise you for
the sake of our fl-iendship. I will do
all in my power to assist them should
such an opportunity occur." My hus
band and I shook hands with the
Governor assuring him of our deep
appreciation and gratitude. Then all
our guests again m-ank to his health
and success, cheering and express
ing their admiration for his spiTit of
tolerance.

Mter serving with great success
his four years term of office as Minis
ter to Turkey, Lew Wallace returned
to Santa Fe to attend to some of his
mining interests. He was again our
honored guest for dinner with city
and military officials to greet him,
and then he told the following story:

"Judge Spiegelberg, good old
friend. remembering my pl'omise to
you, shortly after my arrival at Con
stantinople it was reported at the
American Embassy that a caravan of
Jews from Persia with their camels
had gotten themselves into trouble
ip a small town in Asia Minor and
were in jail. Immediately I thought
of my promise to you, I preferTed to
go myself, so I crossed the Bospho
rus, then drove in a wagon to the lit
tle town, pleaded earnestly with the
officials, paid the bail and had the
men released from jail. I gave them
money besides, then told them I was
doing this for a Jewish friend of
mine. Kneeling the men clasped my
hands, expressed their deep grati-
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tude, offeTed prayers for my health
and happiness." Then my husband
and I shook hands with our honored
guest assuring him of our deep ap
preciation, and all our other guests
cheered and drank to the health of
the most popular Governor of New
Mexico.

In 1883, President and Mrs.
Hayes, accompanied by General
Sherman, were given a gTand recep
tion in the home of my brother and
sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Lehman
Spiegelberg, attended by all Ameri
cans. hundreds of Mexicans, and In
dians from all nearby Pueblos; they
wanted to greet the Great White Fa
ther and Chief.

My nephew, Ernest A Grunsfeld,
was postmaster in Albuquerque, and
his uncle, Albert Grunsfeld, collected
the funds to build the Albert Temple,
the first and only one in New Mexico.
Simon ussbaum [Nusbaum] was
postmaster in Santa Fe; Simon Bibo,
a former clerk of Spiegelberg Broth
ers, in the early seventies, was
elected Chief [Governor] of the Ac
coma [Acoma] Indians. Another
clerk, Louis Sulzbacher, later on be
came a lawyer. was first appointed
Chief Justice to one of the western
territories, and later became the first
American Chief Justice in Porto
[Puerto] Rico.

On Decoration Day in 1882, the
Commander of the G.A.R. appointed
me to decorate the monument that
was to be unveiled to the great pio
neer and trapper, Kit Carson. Then I
took a stage coach full of little boys
and girls to the nearby National
Cemetery and gave them flowers to
decorate each grave of the veterans
to serve as a les on ofloyalty to their
country.

In 1870, there wa no public
school in Santa Fe; the Christian
Brothers Association and the Sisters
of Loretto at the convent and in their
parochial schools, provided the only
educational facilities for children.
Therefore, I organized the first non
sectarian school for 12 Jewish and
Protestant children in a one l'oom
house, and engaged one teacher from
the Presbyterian Teachers' Mission
Society. In 1880 when the railroad
came to Santa Fe, I collected from
the pioneers one thousand dollars,
obtained from the Federal govern
ment a plot of ground on old Fort
Marcy[,] and built a two room frame
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school house surrounded with trees
and shrubs. 13 Again I engaged paid
Presbyterian teachers who proved
very satisfactory. At my special re
quest they taught the children to re
cite by ear the Ten Commandments,
explaining that it was a religious
Code, but a moral and ethical code,
which is the foundation of the civili
zation of the world today; and all
parents approved it.

In 1882, I organized a Sunday
School class for the Jewish children;
the late Governor [Arthur] Seligman
was one of my pupils, another, Jo
seph Lewitzy enlisted with Colonel
Roosevelt's Rough Riders and, on ac
count of his knowledge of Spanish,
was of great service to him during
the campaign in Rico [Cuba].

HISTORICAL REMINISCENCES:
ANECDOTES OF LEW WALLACE

Mrs. Flora Spiegelberg, former
resident of Santa Fe, now of New
York, contributes to a recent number
of The Jewish Chronicle. Her
reminiscences are of General Lew
Wallace, who was Governor of New
Mexico at the time that Mrs.
Spiegelberg resided in Santa Fe. The
offices and residence ofWallace were
located in the Palace of the
Governors, now the Museum of ew
Mexico. She relates that one
morning as she passed undel' the
portal of the Palace, she heard a
knock at the window of Wallace's
office and he called to her, "Good
morning, Mrs. Spiegelberg," then
holding up a neatly wrapped
package, he confided "this is the
manuscript of my latest efforts, Ben
Bur, do you think it is worth the
express charges to the publisher?"
As is well known, the royalties from
the book and motion picture rights,
have netted the estate of Lew
Wallace more than a million dollars.
She tells of a promise made by
Wallace at a banquet given in his
honor as he was about to depart for
his post as Minister to Turkey.
Wallace had promised to look after
the interests of Mrs. Spiegelberg's
coreligionists, the Jews in Turkey.
Four years later, when he returned
to Santa Fe to look after his mining
interests, a few miles south of that
city, he reported to Mrs. Spiegelberg
that he had kept his promise and
told the incident of a group of
Persian Jews who, traveling through
Asia Minor on camels, had been
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thrust into jail. Wallace hurried over
to the Bosphorus and furnished the
necessary bail to release the Jews. In
addition he also gave them a sum of
money, telling them that he was
doing it in the name of Mrs.
Spiegelberg from faraway Santa Fe.
Lew Wallace is also quoted as
follows: "When I wrote Ben Bur I
was obliged to consult endless
authorities concerning the
geography and appurtenances of the
places described in the book. When
later I entered the ancient city of
Jerusalem with a native guide and a
copy of Ben Bur for ready reference, I
found that I had not erred in the
slightest particular in my
descriptions." He tells another story.
"One day when I happened to be in
Asia Minoi, my secretary received
strange visitors-a tall and lovely
Circassian slave girl with golden
tresses, and a eunuch in a native
garb. The latter carried a sealed
letter from the Sultan of Turkey,
addressed to me. Not daring to open
the missive, my secretary surmised
that the girl had been sent to serve
Mrs. Wallace and took her to Mrs.
Wallace's reception room. Mrs.
Wallace surveyed the beautiful girl
with a cold, critical eye and
announced tersely that while she
deeply appreciated the Sultan's
thoughtfulness, she did not require
the girl's services. The eunuch was
much perturbed, 'Please madam,' he
said meekly, 'my sultan's letter.'
Opening it, she read it aloud. 'My
dear General,' it ran, '1 am sending
you this lovely creature with my
compliments. I trust that she will be
of welcome assistance to you in your
daily toilette. She will gladly assist
you in your bath.' Mrs. Wallace
angrily turned to the eunuch and
compelled him to take the present
with him back to the Sultan.,,14
NOTES

1. Willi's nome on his birth certificate is
"WaiL" Floro's wedding portrait may be
seen on a tile in the Fray Angelico
Chavez History Library. Palace of the
Governors. Museum of New Mexico. 110
Washington Ave. Santo Fe NM.

2. The film was The Fly a Menace to Public
Health.

3. Solomon Jacob also found employmenf
with E. Leitensdofer and Co.. Santo Fe
Trail merchants on the Santo Fe plaza.
He Iell Santa Fe for Germany in 1856.
later returning via Mexico.

4. The original roof was replaced in 1998
with a metal shingled roof matching the
1880 original.
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5. While moving a large section of the wil
low tree trunk. a large caliber bullet fell
into the author's hand.

6. John Symington crossed the Santa Fe Trail
in 1867. Santa Fe New Mexican. May 24.
1888.

7. Apparently unknown to her son. Robert.
Florence Spitz told this wrifer in 1962 that
her frst marrioge was to an Ilfeld. Tangi
ble proof of this union was a large chest
of sterling silver silverware engraved with
the initial "I" shown to this researcher.
The chest has since disappeared.

8. Born in Hanover. Germany. Solomon Ja
co~ soiled to America in 1842 allhe age
of sIXteen. He remained in New York,
Philadelphia. and Baltimore area s bef
ore traveling to Santa Fe. Merchant Ad
olph Staab opened his Santa Fe store in
the late 1850s.

9. Levi's wife was Betty Seligman. It is not
known whether she indeed was the fifth
American woman in Santa Fe.

10. Thomas Casimer Devin was appointed
captain in the Frst New York Cavalry in
1861 and rose to the rank of major gen
eral of volunteers during the Civil War.
After the war he became lieutenant
colonel of the Eighth Cavalry and was
stationed with that regiment in New
Mexico in 1874-1875. He was attached
to the staff of General Gordon Granger.
commander of the District of New Mex
ico. When Granger became ill. Devin
served as acting commander of the dis
trict. thus "Commander of the Territory."
Franci~ B. Heitman. Historical Register
and DI.ctlonary of the United States Army
(Washington: Government Printing Ot
fice. 1903), I. 370; Selected Letters Sent
District of New Mexico, 1874-1875, Na~
tionaI Archives MF 1072. roll 5.

11. A Mrs. Spiegelberg arrived in Independ
ence, MO, on September 19, 1853. Lou
ise Barry. Beginning of the West (Topeka:
Kansas State Historical Society. 1972).
1179. The woman mentioned in Barry
may have been Carrie Leopold (wife ot
Lehman) or Betty Seligman (wife of Levi).

12. The cornerstone of St. Francis Cathedral
was first laid in 1869. Construction halted
between 1876 and 1878. during which
time Loretto Chapel was built by the
some European workmen. The tetra
grammaton, a triangle with the Hebrew
letters for yaweh inside. and the reason
for its placement over the entrance to
SI. Francis Cathedral confounds histori
ans to this day. Whether it was indeed
ever painted black also remains a mys
tery. New Mexico historion William A. Ke
1eher' The Fabulous Frontier. rev. ed. (A~

buquerque: University of New Mexico
Press. 1962). 154-155, claimed that Abra
ham Staab, a Jewish merchant in Santa
Fe who donated and loaned money to
Lamy to help with construction of the
cathedral. forgave his loons to the
church in return for placing the Hebrew
letters above the entrance. Keleher's
source was Louis Ilfeld, son-in-law of
Abraham Staab. Rabbi Floyd S. Fierman,
The Triangle and the Tetragrommoton, 0
Note on the Cathedral ot Santo Fe (EI
Paso. Texas Western Press. 1961), ex
pressed some doubts about that story.
After lengthy research in France. this
writer has concluded that the symbol
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may be of French artisan origin rather
than signifying any particular Jewish or
Masonic imprlCation. The symbol, used
since medieval times by both Christians
and knostics, will no doubt remain unan
swered by New Mexico historians for
years to come. In the village of Vif,
France, brthplace of the legendary spi
ral staircase builder Franc;:ois-Jean Ro
chas, there is a stained glass tetragram
maton in the apse area in the Church of
Jean Baptiste. Also, in the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe Museum may be seen a
chasuble with a gold embroidered te
tragrammaton, said to have belonged
to Archbishop Lamy.

13. The site is at the intersection of Washing
ton Avenue and Kearney Rd. today.

14. Susan E. Wallace wrote The Land of the
Pueblos (New York: George D. Hurst,
Publisher, 1888). In September 1878, she
accompanied her husband, the newly
appointed governor of New Mexico,
crossing the remaining portion of the SFT
from Trinidad, CO, to Santa Fe.

THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(Please keep sending those newslet
ters, your important dates, and hap
penings to Anna Belle Cartwright,
SFTA Museu,ms Coordinator, 5317
Charlotte St, Kansas City MO 64110,
e-mail <Acartwrght@aol.com>.)

In this column: a Lexington, MO,
1830s log cabin is paying its own way
in an innovative program for adap
tive reuse; what started out as an ar
ticle about a surveyor's wagon in
Lakin, KS, has evolved into a story
about a twelve-sided round barn;
what started out to be a roller rink in
Las Vegas, NM,may well be a Santa
Fe Trail museum in the making. A
preview of a few Santa Fe Trail mu
seums at Christmas time shows
that, with the holiday season fast ap
proaching, museums and historic
homes are hanging the greens and
readying their displays of Christmas
past and present. In Independence,
MO, "The Three Site Historic Homes
Christmas Package" offers three
1850s residences decked out in fes
tive splendor. The Stauth Museum
in Montezuma, KS, has scoured
southwest Kansas for contemporary
creative decor to put you "In the
Mood." The Governor's Palace in
Santa Fe, NM, brings the spirit of
Christmas in an ethnic potpourri of
events featuring Native American
children, a Hispanic reenactment,
Santa Claus and you.
Another life for the 1830s Log House

When the Lexington Historical
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Society discovered that the log walls
of the 1830s Log House were disinte
grating, they had to admit that they
could hardly afford to keep the cabin
that had sat atop the Missouri River
bluffs on the Santa Fe Trail for so
many years. The whole town had
been involved in its purchase and
move, but the cabin was literally
draining away the Society's funds.

Finally, a board member stepped
forward and asked to rent the three
room cabin to house an antique shop.
The shop seems to be doing well and
Lexington Museum Director Roger
Slusher points out that it is earning
money that can be reinvested in its
upkeep. This is a good adaptive idea
that might work well for the many
county museums that have empty
buildings on their property.

Comings and Goings In Lakin

In 1999 I saw an intriguing sur
veyor's wagon in the Kearny County
Museum in Lakin, KS, and made a
note to talk with Director Pat Heath
about it. Recently I saw Pat and
asked about the wagon. "It's gone."
she exclaimed, "the owner sold it
without giving us a chance to bid on
it." The 1880s wagon that Pat had
"dusted and taken care of for fifteen
years," was indeed everything a
19th-century surveyor could want:
tool bins for chains, tripods, and
poles; a suspended table; beds with
rolling slats on canvas belts; a cook
ing stove; side curtains that could be
rolled up; even fold away steps right
below a sliding door. The Kearny
County Museum's unhappy experi
ence serves as a good lesson for all
museums that borrow. Double check
contract agreements, be sure that
your museum's best interests are be
ing served, with an option to buy.

The loss of the wagon was tem
pered by the news that the museum
could purchase an old twelve-sided
barn that sat on the western edge of
Lakin. The board of directors didn't
waste any time in saying, "Yes," and
a construction company was hiJ.·ed to
restore and move the barn. The
board also voted to purchase a Con
estoga wagon, another loan item.
The three-month project is nearing
completion and the barn will soon
rest on a new foundation on the mu
seum's premises.

Four horses and six cows were ac
commodated in the original 1909
structure. They drank water pump-
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ed by a central windmill which ran
right up through the structure and
served as a pinnacle atop the conical
roof; it also served as a ladder to the
barn loft.

Utopian societies such as the
Shakers, originated the round barn
design which has many advantages
over the square-sided style, with
added strength and a self-supporting
roof. Donations to help fund this
project may be sent to the Kearny
County Historical Society, PO Box
329, Lakin KS 67860

A New Museum on a Roll

For well over a year the Citizen's
Committee for Historic Preservation
(CCHP) in Las Vegas, NM, has been
hunting for a building to house a new
museum. They recently purchased a
structure that once served as a roller
rink, located in Old Town near the
Plaza. A Department of Transporta
tion Scenic Byways Grant provided
the funds for what will be a Santa Fe
Trail Interpretive Center. The next
order of business will be to restore
the building with a new ceiling and
floor. Thematic ideas were discussed
at a meeting with National Park
Service attendees last summer. and
there is strong support for interpret
ing the theme of the Santa Fe Trail's
influence on the town of Las Vegas.

Christmas Calendar

Nov. 25-Dec. 31, 2000: "Three Site
Historic Homes Christmas Pack·
age," Independence, MO, (816) 325
7111.

The City of Independence has
made an annual affair of dressing up
its historic homes in holiday regalia
to showcase them with popular tours
throughout the season. Two of the
three homes have Santa Fe Trail
connections, while a third, the 1859
Jail & Marshal's Home was built in
the Trail's era. During that period
nearly everyone in town made a live
lihood from the Trail. Saddles and
harnesses built the famous Lewis
Bingham-Waggoner mansion. John
Lewis fashioned his saddles from
fine leather and his 1852 house in
the Federal style (later a third story,
wraparound porch and an Italianate
roof were added). Legend has it that
Lewis made so much money from his
.business that he kept two barrels un
der his shop's counter, one for silver
coins and one for gold.

Another home on view, the High
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(Clapsaddle is program. director of
the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter, pre
mier historian of the Trail network in
that section, and a freqnent contribu,
tor to WT. From time to time he will
write about other stream crossings.)

STREAM crossings were of major
importance on frontier roads, espe
cially the Santa Fe Trail. Possessing
the three necessities for overnight
stops-water, wood or chips, and
grass-they were invariably used as
campgrounds. Fortunately, the dis
tance between many of the crossings
approximated the fifteen-mile length
of a day's travel by wagon. Conse
quently, at many crossings, trading
ranches were established by early
entrepreneurs to sell provisions and
offer other amenities.

Beyond the practical aspect of the
crossings loomed the human dimen
sion of any society, the need to com
municate. At the end of a tiring day,
following supper, the animals bed
ded down, a few rare moments were
available for the men to socialize, ex
change stories, and perhaps listen to
some music. Such activity was mag
nified if other caravans were en
camped at the crossing, especially if
they were coming from the opposite
direction. In such cases, information
could be exchanged as to the condi
tion of the upcoming road, the avail
ability of grass, the threat of Indian
attack. Of added interest was news
of a national scope which parties
from the East might have but was
unknown by companies coming from
New Mexico, their absence from the
States being as much as six months,
even longer at times. The Santa Fe
Trail in Pawnee, Edwards, Ford, El
lis, Rush, Ness, and Hodgeman coun
ties was represented by six separate
routes which crossed four separate
streams at ten different locations.
Ash Creek was one of those cross
ings.

Ash Creek, an insignificant little
stream finds its headwaters in
north central Pawnee County, Kan
sas and flows southeast a brief 25

, . I
miles to the Arkansas RIver. Camp-
ing at this stream on August 30,
1825, George C. Sibley wrote, "This
creek is extremely crooked, and well
deserves the name we have given it

Victorian Vaile mansion, was fi
nanced by the Star Mail Routes
whereby Vaile & Co. had a contra~t

to carry mail on the Santa Fe TraIl
and other roads. The three homes
have captured national media atten
tion with their beautiful period de
cor.
Oct. 22-Dec. 3, 2000: "Christmas
Traditions of Southwest Kansas at
the Stauth Museum," Montezuma
KS. Tue-Sat 9-12, 1-4:30, (316) 846
2527, free admission.

Southwest Kansans create these
exhibits and show how they decorate
their homes and businesses for the
holidays. Themes and ideas are as
original as their creators. A collec
tion of electronic elves, holly-decked
motorcycles that proclaim, '1ts a
Harley, Harley Christmas," one hun
dred manger scenes, and handmade
Mennonite crafts are a few of the
unique exhibits on display.
Dec. 15, 2000: "Christmas at the

Palace," Palace of the Governors,
Santa Fe NM, 5:30-9:00 pm, (505)
476-5100.

This evening open house is com
plete with holiday refre~hment.s,

musical performances, actIVItIes In
the print shop, luminaries in the
courtyard, and a visit from Sant~

Claus. Admission is free but contn
butions of nonperishable food items
for the homeless are encouraged.
Dec. 16, 2000: "Annual Children's
Art Show and Sale," Palace of the
Governors, Old Library Meeting
Room, 110 Washington Ave, Santa
Fe, NM, 9 am-12 pm and 1-4 pm,
(505) 476-5100.

Participants in the Palace of the
Governors Native American Vendors
Program start their art at a very
early age. The children and grand
children of the vendors will have
their own art to sell, with items rang
ing from pottery to beadwork. Th~re
will be traditional storytellers, mill
iature art projects to take home, face
painting, and snacks. The event IS
family oriented and free.
Dec. 17, 2000: "Las Posadas," 7 pm,
Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe,
NM, (505) 476-5100.

The traditional candlelight reen
actment of Joseph and Mary's search
for shelter in Bethlehem lights the
Plaza and brings the audience to the
"inn" (palace of the Governors) for
carols and free refreshments.

ASH CREEK CROSSING
by David Clapsaddle

"Crooked Creek." Sibley added, "As
far as I could see up it, there is tim
ber."2 The predominant species, then
as now, was the ash, hence the pres
ent name of Ash Creek. At about
halfway between Pawnee Fork and
Pawnee Rock, the Santa Fe Trail
crossed Ash Creek. This crossing
gained a certain notoriety in 1926
when Stella M. Drumm edited and
published the diary of Susan Shelby
Magoffin under the title of Down the
Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico. To
this day, readers of young Susan's di
ary entry of July 4, 1846, are fasci
nated by the account of her narrow
escape from severe injury when her
carriage overturned in the dry creek
bed.3

Readers and other travelers in the
nineteenth century were also im
pressed with the crossing, obscure as
it was. It is listed almost without ex
ception in every itinerary and table
of distances of the Santa Fe Trail.
Contemporary diaries, journals, bi
ographies, and military reports are
replete with references to the little
ford. One might ask why the crossing
commanded such notice. The answer
may well lie in the following.

Leaving Walnut Creek some two
miles east of present Great Bend,
Kansas, the Trail pushed southwest
sixteen and a half miles to Pawnee
Rock.4 This distance approximates
the average day's travel by wagon.
Thus, many caravans camped near
the Rock. However, the campsite,
about a mile north of the Arkansas
River, was usually devoid of water.
In 1859, Captain Randolph Marcy
published an itinerary of the road
from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe.
His Pawnee Rock entry reads as fol
lows, "Teams sometimes camp near
here, and drive stock to the Arkansas
for water. No wood."s Those not will
ing to suffer the inconvenience
pressed on five and a half miles to
Ash Creek crossing where the three
chief ingredients for camping were
present: water, wood, and grass. The
Western Journal of Commerce pub
lished a "Table of Distances from
Kansas City to the Gold Regions of
Pike's Peak" in 1858. With each of
the stops listed were remarks rela
tive to materials there present. Ash
Creek was identified as "275 miles
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from Kansas City: wood, water, and
grass. Buffalo and Antelope abun
dant for 200 miles."6

The crossing's idyllic setting was
the scene of several Indian engage
ments, the first here cited taking
place in the summer of 1847. In that
year, Kit Carson had journeyed from
California to Washington with dis
patches from Stephen W. Kearny to
the War Department. Arriving in the
capitol, Carson received from Presi
dent James K. Polk an appointment
of lieutenant in the Mounted Rifle
men; and immediately, he began a
return trip to California, the courier
of dispatches for both Kearny and
Commodore Robert F. Stockton.
Upon reaching Fort Leavenworth,
Carson was furnished with an escort
of fifty volunteer soldiers and struck
off on the Santa Fe Trail to his Cali
fornia destination. On August 1,
Carson and the escort encamped at
Ash Creek about 300 feet from mem
bers of the First Illinois Volunteer
Infantry.7 Carson's account of a Co
manche attack on the following day
reads as follows.

"Next morning when the men of
this company were leading out their
horses to picket them in new grass,
they were attacked by a party of Co
manches and twenty-six horses and
all of their cattle were driven off. The
cattle took a turn towards our camp,
and I was able to recapture them
from the Indians. I lost two horses
through the fault of two of my men,
who had ropes in their hands and
wishing to fire at the Indians, let
them go.

"The other company lost twenty
six horses and would have lost all
their cattle if my party had not been
there to assist them. They also had
three men wounded. They were un
der the command of Lieutenant Mu
lony [So D. Mullowny?j."a

Thirteen years later, a trading
ranche was established at the cross
ing by a man named Orville or Wil
liam Thompson. What is known
about the ranche and its enterprise
is limited to contemporary newspa
per accounts. As reported by Louise
Barry, three Kiowas attacked the
ranche on July 9, 1860. Killed were
John Cunningham, thought to have
been recently discharged from the
army, and "a poor German" tenta
tively identified as Christian
Krauss. The Kiowas made an at-
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tempt to burn the store, but Thomp
son was able to withstand the attack
until nightfall when he made his es
cape. As far as is known, Thompson
abandoned the ranche and it was
never operated again.9

The most grisly episode to occur at
Ash Creek Crossing, however, in
volved the deaths of two soldiers
from Company K, Second Colorado

, Cavalry. On the morning of June 11,
1865, the men were dispatched as
couriers from Fort Larned to Fort
Riley. That evening their bodies
were found. Captain Theodore Con
key, commanding officer of Fort
Larned, described the scene.

"Huestis' body was found lying
near the road four miles this side of
Ash Creek, scalped, stripped, and
otherwise mutilated. Near the cross
ing of Ash Creek Corporal Hicks
body was found in the road stripped,
his head, feet, and hands entirely
severed, and his body mutilated in a
most shocking and barbarous man
ner. It appears that the Indians laid
in wait, concealed in the bed of the
creek, and succeeded in killing Cor
poral Hicks immediately and Hues
tis, more fortunate for the moment,
made his escape and fled for the post,
but was overtaken and killed after a
chase of four miles."lO

Today Ash Creek still meanders
through Pawnee County, its banks
lined with ash trees; but no evidence
of the crossing remains. As late as
the middle of the twentieth century,
cut downs on both sides of the stream
were quite pronounced, and thanks
to the photography of Clay Ward,
Great Bend, Kansas, images of the
crossing have been preserved. A
limestone marker with a bronze
plaque placed at the crossing site by
the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter of the
Santa Fe Trail Association further
commemorates the crossing.
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THE ATTACK AT BIG
TIMBERS CROSSING

by Larry Mix

(SFTA member Mix, St. John, KS, is
web master for the WetlDry Routes
Chapter and a frequent volunteer to
help w/:th chapter projects. His story
demonstrates tha.t adventure is still
possible, though not a.lways welcome,
on the Trail.)

SOMEHOW I got conned into clean
ing the weeds from around the
Wet/Dry Chapter trail markers. I en
joyed the time out cutting the weeds
around all the markers along the
roads to make them look a little bet
ter and so a person out looking for
them might find them. It was a fun
experience to go out and get with na
ture and the old Trail, sit in the
shade of a large tree at a crossing
and listen to the creaking of the wag
ons as they splash through the wa
ter. CaUme weird or whatever, but it
happens. That's why I stay away
from Larned (location of state men
tal hospital) as much as possible.

On one of those days I had quite
an adventure at the marker at Big
Timbers Crossing on the Fort
Hays/Fort Dodge Road. I had started
at Fort Hays and went south, clean
ing the weeds around the markers
and taking GPS readings as I went
along. At Big Timbers Crossing I got
out of the pickup, got the weed-eater
out of the back, and went to the side
of the road about six inches from the
edge of the weeds that lined the ditch
to look over the weed situation. Be
fore diving in with the weed-eater I
thought I might have to use a chain

November 2000



saw or something a little larger than
the weed-eater to cut some of the
weeds. While I was standing there
looking at the crossing and wonder
ing just what might have gone on at
this location in Trail days, I was sud
denly pulled back to reality. I heard
something in the weeds at my feet.
No big deal. I thought, because at
other locations I had seen mice and
figured that was what it was.

I don't know how many of you
have ever been out in the wilds and
heard a buzzzzzzzzzing sound from a
rattlesnake, but I have and will
never forget it. It makes water run
down the pant leg and it's not D.-om
your water bottle. There I was stand
ing about six inches from the weeds,
hearing this buzzing sound that defi
nitely was a rattlesnake. I stood
thel'e not moving and slowly looked
all around. I couldn't spot him but
knew I had upset him, and he was
letting me know just that. After
checking that he wasn't neaking up
behind me, I took a quick jump back
waTd out on the road. I don't know
for sure what the olympic record faT
a standing long jump backward is,
but I now hold the gold medal for
that event. I knew I should have
gone to Australia.

After surveying the predicament I
was in, I took the weed-eateT and
beat the weeds to see if! could make
him a little madder or at least deter
mine wheTe he was. Well, I appar
ently didn't scare him one little bit.
Out he came right on the road with
me, and he was really mad. He got
into the striking pose and stood his
ground. I picked up a hand full of dirt
and thTew it at him. He stood his
ground a little bit longel', but finally
the old man won. He made a retreat
down the road and into the weeds
about twenty feet away from the
marker.

I came back to the marker and lis
tened. I could still hear another one
somewhere in the weeds. These guys
were interrupting my job. It was hot,
and I was in no mood to let them stop
me. So with my trusty weed-eater I
beat the weeds in the ditch some
mOTe and out came two more, only
they headed south right beside the
marker and into the pasture beyond.
One of these two was about four feet
long. I'm glad he wasn't the one to
come out on the road, because I may
have let those darn weeds grow a
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while longer and returned to that
marker some other day. The other
two were about two feet long. After I
ran them off, I really beat the weeds
and found no more or heard no more.
I finally got the weeds cleared and
was on my way.

There is a lesson in this little
story. It pays to be caTeful out there
as you never know what you might
come across. I broke a rule that
everyone should adhere to, that is
don't go alone, take a friend.
Rattlesnakes aren't the only things
to watch for, the list is long. Right
now buck deer are something to
watch out for and keep your distance
as you would lose that battle. I've
decided that I'm going to wait till it
gets colder and these little fellows
are cold and asleep; then and only
then am I going to get to the markers
off the road and in the tall grass.
Another lesson to learn is don't leave
home without the camera.

THE FORT LIVES ON
SFTA Vice-president Sam Arnold,
his daughter Holly Arnold Kinney,
and The Fort restaurant in Morri
son, CO, were subjects of a feature
article in the Denuer Post, October
29, 2000. After the death of Carrie
Arnold, Sam's wife of almost 30
years, in DecembeT 1998, Sam's in
terest in his restaurant waned, so
much so that he thought of selling it
(again). Sam was sure that it would
be razed as the area is being devel
oped and exclusive homes being built
there. Then last year Sam received a
Father's day card from his daughter
Holly Arnold Kinney and in it she
begged him not to sell the landmark
and offered to buy into her father's
business.

Holly, who heads Arnold Media
Services, a Denver marketing and
promotion firm, shares her father's
interest in western history, and has
joined her father in commanding The
Fort. ''I'm having such an exciting
renaissance in my life right now,"
Holly said with a grin. "We're both
bringing back a lot of the special
things that were here in the 1960s,
some ofthe whimsical things that we
did back then." "Having Holly on
board," Sam said, "makes it fun
again."

Holly, daughter of Sam and his
previous wife Betty, was 9 years old
in 1962 when her father hired 22
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men from Taos to assemble some
80,000 45-pound adobe bricks and
hand-cut timbers into a replica of
Bent's Old Fort, a trading post of the
1830s and 1840s along the Santa Fe
Trail, near what is now La Junta in
southeast Colorado.

It was Sam's dream to raise Holly
and her brother, Keith, away from
the city in an adobe home. Then in
1961, while thumbing through books
at the Denver Public Library, Betty
spotted a picture of Bent's outpost.
The original plan was for the fort to
be nothing more than their home.
But when the banks balked at fi
nancing the odd dwelling, Sam de
cided to open the ground floor of the
structure as a 300-seat restaurant
and build quarters for his family on
the second floor. The restaurant
opened February 1, 1963.

Growing up at The Fort seemed
magical to young Holly-especially
when playing with the family's pet
bear, Sissy. "Whenever business was
slow, we'd take her up on the high
way and all the people would stop,"
she said, "and then we'd lead them
like a pied piper into the restaurant."

"[The bear] and Holly, when they
wel'e both very mall. used to take
naps together," Sam said. "Then the
bear grew to 500 pounds and 6 feet
long. So she and Holly stayed
friends, but they didn't nap together
any more."

Holly also remembers the festive
swirl of Mexican music and dancing
at The Fort, and the "trade lodge"
gift shop, where she helped her
mother sell Indian jewelry and pot
tery. "It was growing up in living his
tory," she said.

But not all was magical for the Ar
nolds, especially on the business
side. "I knew that every plate I was
serving was costing me more money
than I was taking in," Sam said. We
were so far out of town, and the high
way wasn't in yet, and it was real nip
and tuck for a few years whether we
would survive." .

Holly recalled, "we were trying to
make ends meet. And I remember I
went up to my dad and said, 'Can I
get an allowance? All the other kids
are getting one.' And he said 'Allo
wance? Go to work in the restaurant!
You can make more money than any
body!' So I started working as a bus
girl, a salad girl, a tortilla-maker,
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catalog #60 for $2,000. Interested
persons can reach the bookstore by
calling (505)988-1076 or e-mail
<info@dumontbooks.com>.

Rex Buchanan of the Kansas Geo
logical Survey and speaker at the
SFTA Rendezvous in September is a
co-author of "Water of the Most Ex
cellent Kind: Historic Springs in
Kansas," Kansas History, Autumn
2000. Springs along the Oregon
Trail, as well as the Santa Fe Trail,
are discussed.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
The SFT/Cimarron Cutoff Bike

Trek has been postponed until the
fall of 2001. For more information:
write Dan O'Connell, 4709 Pepe Or
tiz Rd SE, Rio Ranco NM 87124, or e
mail: <sftcc900®aol.com>.

• • • •
Over 550 students of all ages from

Keyes, Felt, and Boise City, OK, Elk
hart, KS, Clayton, NM, and Plain
view and Dalhart, TX, participated
in the Living History Day-2000 spon
sored by the Cimarron Heritage Cen
ter in Boise City on September 29.

"Making a Unique Hel'itage: Cele
brating Pike's Pawnee Village and
the Santa Fe Trail, 1900-1918," an
al'ticle by Amanda Laugesen, ap
peal'ed in the Autumn 2000 issue of
Kansas History. Identifying and
marking these two features of the
past gave turn-of-the-century Kan
sans a significant opportunity to cre
ate and reinforce a sense of commu
nity and identity. Five early photo
graphs of DAR markers are in
cluded.

SFTA Vice-president Sam Arnold
attended the gala grand opening
celebration of the Denver campus of
Johnson & Wales University, the
Providence, RI, based citadel that is
purportedly the largest culinary and
hospitality educator in the world. So
says the September 14, 2000, i sue of
the Denver Post.

An article on "New Mexico' Fron
tier Forts: The Last Outposts" by
David Grant Noble appeal'S in the
November 2000 issue of New Mexico
Magazine. Information about Fort
Union and the Santa Fe Trail is in
cluded. There are two photographs of
Fort Union, but one is mistakenly
identified as remnants of Fort Stan
ton.

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL 1I081T5-

SFTA member John N. Merrill
from Derbyshire, England, who has
walked t!'ails all around the world,
hiked the Santa Fe Trail, during
September- ovember 2000, from
Franklin, MO, to Santa Fe, NM, via
the Cimarron Route, averaging more
than 20 miles per day. He earlier
walked the American Discovery
Trail from coast to coast, including a
portion of the Santa Fe Trail and
part of the Mountain Route. Next
year he plans to hike the Oregon
Trail.

• • • •
LouAnn Owens Strozyk, McClear

y, WA, great-granddaughter of San
ta Fe trader Samuel C. Owens who
was killed during the Mexican War
at the Battle of Sacramento, is writ
ing a novel about the last years of
Owens's life. Because she received
help from the late Pauline Fowler,
LouAnn recently made a contribu
tion to SFTA in memory of Fowler.

• • • •
A first edition inscribed copy of

Lewis H. Garrard's Wah- To- Yah and
the Taos Trail is listed in Dumont's
Maps and Books of the West Fall

returned to him in a foreclosure.
There were tense nights, because

of hard feeling over the foreclosure,
when Sam says he slept at The Fort
with a gun nearby in case of trouble.

"Suddenly finding him elf back in
the restaurant business ... was sort
of a shock," Holly said. "But then
when they got back into it, they had
a huge passion to save it."

Sam hired his daughter's firm to
help promote The Fort. Through the
1990s, between Holly's marketing ef
forts and Sam's articles, book,
speeches, and TV appearances tout
ing Western cooking and history,
The Fort's reputation has spread
throughout the world.

While Holly was finding success
in business, she also found romance
with oilman Jeremy Kinney. They
were married in February 1996 and,
like countless others, had their
reception at The Fort. Thanks to
Holly, The Fort lives on.

when I was 10 years old."
Before long Holly had to leave The

Fort behind. In 1967, when she was
14, Sam and Betty divorced. Holly
went to stay with her Aunt Mary in
California, then fmished high school
in Pennsylvania before enrolling in
Penn State University.

Meanwhile, The Fort's reputation
grew nationally, especially when
Sam launched a public-television se
ries on frontier cookery, "Fryingpans
West," in 1968. The next year, bache
lor Sam met Carrie, then in her mid
20s, when she came to dinner at The
Fort. At dawn one morning in 1971,
they were married on the big rock
above the fort.

Deciding he wanted a break from
The Fort to spend time with his new
bride, Sam sold the business in 1973,
agreeing to take the purchase price
in installments from the new owner.

And Holly, like many of her peers
in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
spent several years trying to find her
place in the world. She married at
age 19 and divorced at 21, and she
dropped out of college when her son
Oren was born. She found herself a
single mother with a young child to
support.

At her father's suggestion, Holly
and her son moved back to Denver
and she landed a job selling radio ad
time to business clients. Overcoming
the era's chauvinist attitudes toward
women in ad sales, she became a top
producer and at age 24 was offered a
sales manager's job.

In 1980, at age 27, Holly was
ready to leave radio and sales be
hind. "My father at that time had
sold The Fort. He was running a
small ad agency out of his house,
kind of as a hobby, and he said he
wanted a partner, not a competitor,
so would I join him?"

With Sam traveling a lot, Holly
found herself working with some of
his clients, as well as hers. Soon she
bought out her father and expanded
the agency into a wide-ranging mar
keting and promotions firm serving
many international clients.

Through those years, Sam l'e
ceived a steady income off the in
stallment payments from The Fort's
new owners. But by the mid-1980s,
Sam discovered The Fort was floun
dering, and suddenly payments were
skipped. In 1986 the restaurant was
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The total number, including visitors,
volunteers, and parents, reached
700.

The Friends of Arrow Rock spon
sored "Gunstocks & Bustles," a 19th

century weekend in Arrow Rock,
MO, September 16 and 17, 2000. The
J. P. Sites Gun Shop and House was
the focus of the event.

The National Frontier Trails Cen
ter and the Missouri Valley Histori
cal Interpreters held a candlelight
tour of an 1860 Santa Fe Trail en
campment at the Center on October
28. The encampment highlighted the
turmoil of Independence and the na
tion on the eve of the Civil War.

a hungry belly. This delightful story
would make a mighty good stocking
stuffer for Christmas, and the mes
sage of the tale would be fitting for
the season. Thanks Les for a job well
done.

James E. Perkins, Tom Tobin, Fron
tiersman. Available only from Hero
dotus Press, PO Box 7001, Pueblo
West, CO 81007. Pp. xii + 313. Maps,
illustrations, appendix, bibliog
raphy, index. Paper, $20.00, includes
postage.

This is the first biography of Tom
Tobin (1824?-1904), fur trapper,
trader, scout, and rancher. He is best
known for tracking down the two Es
pinosa outlaws in southern Colo
rado, killing them (1863), and deliv
ering their heads in a flour sack to
Fort Garland to establish his claim
for the bounty. Perkins cites the
many garbled accounts of that epi
sode, including one by Henry Inman
in his The Old Santa Fe Trail. Then
he gives the reader his fully docu
mented version.

Tobin saw plenty of action on the
Southwestern frontier, and knew
men like Ceran St. Vrain, the Bents,
Jim Beckwourth, the Magoffins,
John C. Fremont, and Kit Carson. In
fact, his daughter married Kit's eld
est son William. Tom Tobin (also
known in his middle years as Tom
Autobees) always seemed to remain
in the shadow of others, so that his
career has generally been over
looked. The author does a good job of
rescuing poor Tom and relating his
fascinating story. A major incident
in Tobin's life was his escape from
the siege and massacre at Turley's
distillery during the Taos Revolt of
1847. Prior to that, he had made a
number of trips over the Santa Fe
Trail.

This worthwhile book contains
many historical photos never before
published. Available only from the
author, it is apt to be missed by many
libraries, researchers, and collectors.
Serious SFT aficionados should take
note.

CONVERSE OF THE PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

-Marc Simmons

ated the museum's operations. Both
reports are crucial for grant appli
cations and funding. Theil: advice
will help the museum to continue to
provide the best possible care for the
objects entrusted to it.

• • • •
The Santa Fe Trail Center re

ceived a General Operating Support
Grant from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services in the amount
of $32,963.00. The funds will be
given over a two-year period to en
hance the museum's operations in
the areas of staff development and
compensation for personnel services
and maintenance and repair.

• • • •
A handsome revised brochure,

"Frontier Trail Sites of Independ
ence, Missouri" has been printed by
the Missouri River Outfitters Chap
ter and the City of Independence. It
provides a map and information for a
self-guided tour.

• • • •
The WetlDry Routes Chapter an

nual seminar will be held April 28,
2001, in conjunction with the Fort
Larned Old Guard annual meeting.
The morning seminar will feature
four presentations on the Santa Fe
Trail and the Civil WaJ:. The after
noon program will be at the Indian
encampment at the village site on
Pawnee Fork. The evening dinner
will be followed by Elizabeth Custer,
performed by Marla Matkin.

LES VILOA MEETS THE DEVIL
SFTA Ambassador Les Vilda, Wil
ber, NE, has recorded one of the
legendary mountain-man tales,
"John Hatcher Meets the Devil," now
available on cassette through the
Last Chance Store for $11 postpaid.
Hatcher's story was carefully writ
ten down by Lewis H. Garrard dur
ing his ventures along the Santa Fe
Trail, 1846-1847, published in Wah
to- Yah and the Taos Trail (1850, re
printed by University of Oklahoma
Press, 1955), pp. 209-229. Vilda pro
vides a professional and dramatic
reading of this classic.

Listeners should brush up on
"mountain-man lingo" so they won't
be in the dark. A few examples will
help you get started: "plew" is a bea
ver pelt, "Galena" is lead (as in bul
lets), "cache" is to hide, "awardenty"
(aguardiente) is liquor, and "poor
bull" is inadequate nourishment for

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Washita Battlefield National His
toric Site sponsored the second
Washita Symposium: Washita 2000,
November 17 and 18. The event
marked the fourth anniversary of
the dedication of this important Na
tional Historic Site. Lawrence Hart,
Director of the Cheyenne Cultural
Center, spoke at the banquet Friday
evening.

• • • •

The annual tour of the Santa Fe
Trail sites in the Oklahoma panhan
dle, hosted by the Cimarron County
Historical Society, was canceled this
year because of the dry conditions.

• • • •
The Kearny County Historical So-

ciety has undertaken the restoration
of a twelve-sided barn that was
threatened by construction on High
way 50. It will be moved to its new
home at the Kearny County Museum
complex in Lakin, KS, in November.

• • • •
The Morton County Historical So

ciety has been approved for a grant
of$20,000 by the U.s. Forest Service
and the National Endowment of the
Arts (NEA) for the Grassland Heri
tage Festival project. The purpose is
to support the local historical socie
ty's effort to increase cultural
awareness and tourism in south
western Kansas.

The Santa Fe Trail Center, Lar
ned, KS, was awarded a Conserva
tion Assessment Program grant, en
abling it to utilize the services of two
specialized conservators. An objects
conservator examined the Trail
Center's collections and an architect
examined the buildings and evalu-
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CHILDREN OF THE TRAILS DEDICATION
by Julie Daicoff

(Vaicof! is a member of the Missouri
River Outfitters Chapter and resides
in Olathe, KS.)

DISPLAYED proudly in the middle
of the Johnson County public square
in Olathe, KS, is a new "Children of
the Trails" fountain sculpture cre-'
ated by Kwan Wu. The 10-foot by
100-foot sculpture was dedicated on
September 7, 2000. The bronze
sculpture is tucked in an area near
the DAR markers, time capsules,
and other historic signs.

The ceremony included speakers
and recognition of the artist. Appro
priately, the program featured
school-age children who sang songs,
including "The Cumberland Gap,"
"Home on the Range," "0 Susanna,"
and "Sweet Betsy From Pike,"
danced to music of the time, and read
inspirational literary passages. The
life-size bronze sculpture represents
the children of the trails and their
plight in the westward movement.
Thousands of children perished and
this bronze was created to honor
them. The specific inspiration for Wu
is the small grave of Asa B. Smith,
whose grave marker remains on
Kansas Highway 7 in the area where
the trails traveled from Olathe to the
west.

Demonstrating the free move
ment of pioneer children, this sculp
ture shows a twelve-year old boy who
is leading the way, a girl holding
onto her rag doll with a sunflower in
her hand, and a dog tagging along.
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Interestingly the girl has a missing
tooth that Wu indicates is a state
ment on health care of the time. The
children are running over a creek
with rocks and moving water, while
facing west toward the future. Wu
indicates that the rainbow over them
symbolizes the upward movement
and the hope for a new future.

The project, costing more than
$125,000, was a collaborative effort
by the Johnson County Heritage
Trust Fund, the county contingency
fund, and the Johnson County Old
Settlers Association. Wu's efforts
have been recognized locally as ex
ceptional and his bronzes grace the
entire Kansas City area.

Wu believes the sculpture is not
complete, stating, "It is how the work
communicates with you and how it
enhances your life." For Trail enthu
siasts and everyone who visits, this
sculpture will enhance the visual
landscape for decades to come.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-Traffic in Verse
Sandra M. Doe, Editor

This column seeks poetry which
addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli-
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tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

The following poem was published
in the October 1924 issue of Sunset
Magazine, found in the Margaret
Long Collection, University of Colo
rado Archives. Long's collection in
cludes poems by writers other than
herself, and one may surmise she
was gathering a collection of desert
and trail poems that pleased her.
Perhaps she planned to publish
them at some time.

In the following selection Santa
Fe Trail followers may particularly
enjoy: "dimming gulfs of starry
space"; "faint paths that skirt a
canon rim"; "vagrant prairie trails'"
"tawny plains"; "blue, windy space";
and "dark hills against the night's
starred face." These are strong ex
pressions of the Trail experience. By
publishing this poem, Sunset Maga
zine spoke to the trail-following
spirit of its readers.

Hill-Trails
by Ted Olson

Some may choose the broad roads
that reach across the world,
The splendid shining thoroughfares
of prowess and renown,

Along their curving majesty what vis
tas are unfurled
Of towered and templed legend
days, of scepter and of crown!

But storied lands grow stale too soon,
and I would watch a desert moon
That shadows forth a timbered
ridge above a sleeping town,

And turn again my weary face to dim
ming gulfs of starry space-
On the high trails, the shy trails,
across the mesas brown.

The ancient trails of ancient lands are
hammered deep and wide;
Their dust is stamped by pilgrim feet
and dark with pilgrim tears,

The winds they know are weighted
down with freight of brooding
pride;
Their very stones are resonant of
long-forgotten years.

But in my land the trails are dim-faint
paths that skirt a canon rim
Where scarce a foot has marred
the rock or cupped the yielding
sad,

Where one may hear, at night or
noon, the dreaming pines' ances
tral rune--
On the hill trails, the still trails, unfet
tered and untrod.

Oh, some may choose the old roads
that centuries past have known,
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The staid and somber thorough
fares of storied pomp and fame.

But I would face the mountain wind,
the tang of sage far-blown,
And tramp the vagrant prairie trails
that boast no pride nor name.

For weary is the weight of time; out
worn the past, howe'er sublime,
And Iwould leave a little while the
pigmy craft of men

For tawny plains; blue, windy space;
dark hills against the night's starred
face,
On the new trails, the true trails,
that call me forth again.

SAND CREEK MEMORIALIZED
by Richard W. Godin

(SFTA member Godin, Woonsochet,
RI, has a specia.l interest in the Bent
family a.nd the Cheyennes.)

NOVEMBER 29, 2000, will maTk
the 136th anniversary of one of the
most controversial events in the an
nals of Colorado history, that of the
Sand Creek Massacre. On that fate
ful day in 1864 a peace-seeking vil
lage of Cheyennes under Chief Black
Kettle and several lodges of Arapa
hos under Left Hand were attacked
by Colonel John Milton Chivington,
commander of the ThiTd Colorado
Regiment (the "100 daysers") and a
contingent of the ColoTado First
Regiment out of Fort Lyon.

Over the years, the account of this
affair has been written and rewrit
ten, usually pursuant to the bias of
the chronicler, and its cause and ef
fect disputed to the level of finger
pointing. What transcends the con
troversy, once the smoke has dissi
pated, is the tragedy and irony of
Sand Creek. The Cheyenne and
Arapaho losses, young and old, male
and female, touched virtually every
family in the village. Ironically, the
death of most of the chiefs who fa
vored peace, notably White Antelope
and Lone Bear (One Eye), caused a
realignment of loyalties and leader
ship which supported resistance ...
the rest is history.

On a brisk sunny morning, No
vember 29, 1990, a group of Cheyen
nes, all descendants of the survivors
of Sand Creek, led by Chief Laird
Cometsevah, assembled at the site,
known to them a Ponoeohe, to com
memorate those who died there in
November 1864. At the invitation of
Chief Cometsevah, SFTA Ambassa
dor Paul Bentrup and I were privi-
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leged to have attended this solemn
and moving ceremony.

The following poem by Simon
Ortiz, 1981, is a fitting tribute to the
future of Sand Creek.
This America
has been a burden
of steel and mad
death.
but, look now,
there are flowers
and new grass
and a spring wind
rising
from Sand Creek.

Raising the American flag and white
flag of truce in memory of Chief Black
Kettle, I to r: Homer Flute, Byron Black
(descendant of Black Kettle), and Rob
ert Simpson.

SAND CREEK NATIONAL
HISTORIC SITE BILL PASSED

THE bill creating the Sand Creek
National Historical Site won final
congressional approval on October
23. This act authorizes the National
Park Service to negotiate for prop
erty within the boundaries of the
12,480-acre site from willing sellers
only and protects private property
owners. The site of the Sand Creek
Massacre was determined last year
after a lengthy investigation. Tradi
tional agricultural uses inside the
national historic site boundary may
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continue until the property is pur
chased from the private owners.

Colorado Senator Ben Nighthorse
Campbell, who introduced the legis
lation, read excerpts from the two
recently-discovered, dramatic letters
printed below, written by Colorado
soldiers who witnessed the massacre
of 163 Indians at Sand Creek on No
vember 29, 1864, during the hear
ings. Senator Campbell wept when
he read the graphic descriptions. The
Sand Creek NHS has Santa Fe Trail
connections.

SAND CREEK LETTERS
(Special thanks to SFTA member
Malcolm Strom., Dwight, KS, for
sending copies of these letters as
printed in the Rocky Mountain
News, September 15,2000.)

THE following two letters were re
cently made public and provide
ghastly testimony to the massacre of
163 Cheyenne and Arapaho by U.S.
troops at Sand Creek in southeast
ern Colorado on November 29, 1864.
The letters were written by two army
officers, Lieutenant Joseph Cramer
and Captain Silas Soule, First Colo
rado Volunteers, who witnessed the
carnage but refused Colonel John M.
Chivington's orders to join in killing
men, women, and children who were
encamped under a U.S. flag and a
white flag. The letters were address
ed to Major Edward W. Wynkoop,
the officer who assured the Chey
enne and Arapaho at Sand Creek
that they were safe there while peace
arrangements were completed.

The letters, evaluated by Colorado
State Historian David Halaas as
authentic and "the most important
evidence we have about the Sand
Creek Massacre," were brought forth
by Linda Rebeck, Evergreen, CO,
who found them iIi her mother's pa
pers. They had belonged to Linda's
grandfather, Mark L. Blunt, a farm
er in the Arkansas valley who knew
the Bent family and, possibly, the
authors of the letters. The letters are
handwritten copies, in the hand of
the two officers. They were written
some two weeks after the event. Both
officers testified before a Congres
sional committee investigating Chiv
ington's handling of the Sand Creek
attack, and they said many of the
same things that appear in these let
ters. Both letters are reproduced in
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their entirety. It should be noted
that Black Kettle was not killed as
reported. Soule was assassinated in
Denver on April 23, 1865.

Captain Silas Soule to Major Edward
W. Wynkoop, December 14, 1864

Ft. Lyon, C.T.
December 14, 1864
Dear Ned:

Two days after you left here the 3d
Reg't with a Battalion of the ]sl arrived
here, having moved so secretly that
we were not aware of their approach
of until they had Pickets around the
Post, allowing no one to pass out! They
arrested Capt. Bent and John Vogle,
and placed guards around their
houses. They then declared their inten
tion to massacre the friendly Indians
camped on Sand Creek. Major An
thony gave all information, and ea
gerly Joined in with Chivington & Co,
and ordered Lieut. Cramer, with his
whole Co to Join the command. As
soon as I knew of their movement Iwas
indignant as you would have been
were you here, and went to Cannon's
room where a number of officers of the
1st and 3d were congregated and told
them that any man who would take
part in the murders, knowing the cir
cumstances as we did, was a low lived
cowardly son of a bitch. Capt. Y. J.
Johnson and Lieut Harding went to
camp and reported to Chiv, Downing,
and the whole outfit what I had said,
and you bet hell was to pay in camp.
Chiv and all hands swore they would
hang me before they moved camp,
but I stuck it out, and all the officers at
the Post. except Anthony backed me. I
was then ordered with my whole com
pany to Major A- with 20 days rations. I
told him that I would not take part in
their intended murder, but if they were
going after the Sioux, Kiowa's or any
fighting Indians, Iwould go as far as any
of them. They said that was what they
were going for, and I Joined them. We
arrived at Black Kettles and Left Hand's
Camp at day light. Lieut Wilson with
Co's "C", "E" & "G" were ordered in
advance to cut off their herd. He made
a circle to the rear and formed a line
200 yds from the village, and opened
fire. Poor Old John Smith and Louder
beck ran out with white flags but they
paid no attention to them, and they
ran back into the tents. Anthony then
(indecipherable word) with Co's "D"
"K" & "G", to within one hundred yards
and commenced firing. I refused to fire
and swore that none but a coward
would. For by this time hundreds of
women and children were coming to
wards us and getting on their knees for
mercy. Anthony shouted, "Kill the sons
of bitches" Smith and Louderbeck
came to our command, although I am
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confident there were 200 shots fired at
them, for Iheard an officer say that Old
Smith and anyone who sympathized
with the Indians, ought to be killed and
now was a good time to do it. The Bat
tery then came up in our rear, and
opened on them. I took my Comp'y
across the Creek, and by this time the
whole of the 3d and the Batteries were
firing into them and you can form some
idea of the slaughter. When the Indians
found that there was no hope for them
they went for the Creek, and buried
themselves in the Sand and got under
the banks and some of the bucks got
their Bows and a few rifles and de
fended themselves as well as they
could. By this time there was no organi
zation among our troops, they were a
perfect mob-every man on his own
hook. My Co. was the only one that
kept their formation, and we did not
fire a shot.

The massacre lasted six or eight
hours, and a good many Indians es
caped. I tell you Ned it was hard to see
little children on their knees have their
brains beat out by men professing to
be civilized. One squaw was wounded
and a fellow took a hatchet to finish
her, she held her arms up to defend
her, and he cut one arm off, and held
the other with one hand and dashed
the hatchet through her brain. One
Squaw with her two children, were on
their knees, begging for their lives of a
dozen soldiers, within ten feet of them
all firing-when one succeeded in hit
ting the squaw in the thigh, then she
took a knife and cut the throats of both
children, and then killed herself. One
old Squaw hung herself in the
lodge-there was not enough room for
her to hang and she held up her knees
and choked herself to death. Some
tried to escape on the Prairie, but most
of them were run down by horsemen. I
saw two Indians hold one of anothers
hands, chased until they were ex
hausted, when they kneeled down,
and clasped each other around the
neck and were both shot together.
They were all scalped, and as high as
half a dozen taken from one head.
They were all horribly mutilated. One
woman was cut open and a child
taken out of her, and scalped.

White Antelope, War Bonnet and a
number of others had Ears and Privates
cut off. Squaws snatches were cut out
for trophies. You would think it impossi
ble for white men to butcher and muti
late human beings as they did there,
but every word I have told you is the
truth, which they do not deny. It was al
most impossible to save any of them.
Charly Autobee saved John Smith and
Winsers squaw. I saved little Charley
Bent. Geo Bent was killed. Jack Smith
was taken prisoner, and murdered the
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next day in his tent by one of the
Denn's Co. "E". I understand the man
received a horse for doing the job.
They were going to murder Charlie
Bent, but I run him into the Fort. They
were going to kill Old Uncle John Smith,
but Lt. Cannon and the boys at Ft. Lyon
interfered, and saved him. They would
have murdered Old Bents family, if Col.
Tappan had not taken the matter in
hand. Cramer went up with twenty (20)
men, and they did not like to buck
against so many of the 1st . Chivington
has gone to Washington to be made a
General, I suppose, and get authority
to raise a nine months Reg't to hunt In
dians. He said Downing will have me
cashiered if possible. If they do I want
you to help me. I think they will try the
same for Cramer for he has shot his
mouth off a good deal. and did not
shoot his pistol off in the Massacre. Joe
has behaved first rate during the whole
affair. Chivington reports five or six hun
dred killed, but there were not more
than two hundred, about 140 women
and children and 60 bucks. A good
many were out hunting buffalo. Our
best Indians were killed. Black Kettle,
One Eye, Minnemic, and Left Hand.
Geo. Pierce of Co. "F" was killed trying
to save John Smith. There was one
other of the 1sl killed and nine of the 3d
all through their own fault. They would
get up to the edge of the bank and
look over, to get a shot at an Indian un
der them, and get an arrow put
through them. When the women were
killed the Bucks did not seem to try and
get away, but fought desperately.
Charly Autobee wished me to write all
about it to you. He says he would have
given anything if you could have been
there.

Isuppose Cramer has written to you,
all the particulars, so I will write half.
Your family is well. Billy Walker, Col. Tap
pan, Wilson (who was wounded in the
arm) start for Denver in the moming.
There is no news I can think of. Iexpect
we will have a hell of a time with the In
dians this winter. We have (200) men at
the Post-Anthony in command. I think
he will be dismissed when the facts are
known in Washington. Give my regards
to any friends you come across, and
write as soon as possible.
Yours sc.
(signed) S.S. Soule

Lieutenant Joseph Cramer to Major
Wynkoop, December 19,1864

Ft. Lyon, C.T.
December 19, 1864
Dear Major:

This is the first opportunity I have had
of writing you since the great Indian
Massacre, and fora start, Iwill acknowl
edge I am ashamed to own I was in it
with my Co. Col. Chivington came
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down here with the gallant third,
known as Chivington Brigade, like a
thief in the dark throwing his Scouts
around the Post, with instructions to let
no one out, without his orders, not even
the Commander of the Post, and for
the shame, our Commanding Officer
submitted. Col. Chivington expected
to find the Indians in camp below the
Com-but the Major Comd'g told him
all about where the Indians were, and
volunteered to take a Battalion from
the Post and Join the Expedition.

Well Col. Chiv. got in about 10 a.m.
Nov. 28th and at 8 p.m. we started with
all of the 3rd [and] parts of "H" "0" and
"E" of the First, in command of Lt. Wilson
Co. "K" "D" and "G" in commanding of
Major Anthony. Marched all night up
Sand, to the big bend in Sanday, about
15 or 20 miles, above where we crossed
on our trip to Smoky Hill and came on to
Black Kettles village of 103 lodges, con
taining not over 500 all told, 350 of
which were women and children.
Three days previous to our going out,
Major Anthony gave John Smith, Low
derbuck of Co. "G" and a government
driver, permission to go out there and
trade with them, and they were in the
village when the fight came off. John
Smith came out holding up his hands
and running towards us, when he was
shot at by several, and the word was
passed along to shoot him. He then
turned back, and went to his tent and
got behind some Robes, and escaped
unhurt. Lowderbuck came out with a
white flag, and was served the same as
John Smith, the driver the same. Weill
got so mad I swore I would not burn
powder, and I did not. Capt. Soule the
same. It is no use for me to try to tell you
how the fight was managed, only I
think the Officer in command should
be hung, and I know when the truth is
known it will cashier him.

We lost 40 men wounded, and 10
killed. Not over 250 Indians mostly
women and children, and I think not
over 200 were killed, and not over 75
bUcks. With proper management they
could all have been killed and not lost
over 10 men. AHer the fight there was a
sight I hope I may never see again.

Bucks, women and children, were
scalped, fingers cut off to get the rings
on them, and this as much with Officers
as men, and one of those officers a
Major: and a Lt. Col. cut off Ears, of all
he came across, a squaw ripped open
and a child taken from her, little chil
dren shot, while begging for their lives
Iand all the indignities shown their bod
ies that ever was heard of) (women
shot while on their knees, with their
arms around soldiers a begging for
their lives.) things that Indians would be
ashamed to do. To give you some little
idea, squaws were known to kill their
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own children, and then themselves,
rather than to have them taken pris
oner. Most of the Indians yielded 4 or 5
scalps. But enough! for I know you are
disgusted already. Black Kettle, White
Antelope, War Bonnet, Left Hand, Little
Robe and several other chiefs were
killed. Black Kettle said when he saw us
coming, that he was glad, for it was
Major Wynkoop coming to make
peace. LeH Hand stood with his hands
folded across his breast, until he was
shot saying, "Soldiers no hurt me-sol
diers my friends." One Eye was killed:
was in the employ of Gov't as spy,
came into the Post a few days before,
and reported about the Sioux, were
going to break out at Learned[sic].
which proved true.

AHer all the pledges made my Major
A - to these Indians and then to take
the course he did. I think as comments
are necessary from me; only Iwill say he
has a face for every man he talks. The
action taken by Capt. Soule and my
self were under protest. Col. A -was go
ing to have Soule hung for saying there
were all cowardly Sons of B-s; if Souls
did not take it back, by nary take back
with Soule. I told the Col. that I thought
it murder to jump them friendly Indians.
He says in reply: Damn any man or men
who are in sympathy with them. Such
men as you and Major Wynkoop better
leave the U.S. Service, so you can
judge what a nice time we had on the
trip. I expect Col. C-and Downing will
do all in their power to have Soule, Cos
sitt and I dismissed. Well, let them work
for what they damn please, I ask no fa
vors of them. If you are in Washington,
for God's sake, Major, keep Chivington
from being, a Bri'g Genl. which he ex
pects. Iwill send you the Denver Papers
with this. Excuse this for I have been in
much of a hurry.
Very respectfully,
Your Well-Wisher
(signed) Joe A. Cramer

John Smith was taken prisoner and
then murdered. One little child 3
months old was thrown in the feed box
of a wagon and brought one days
march, and there left on the ground to
perish. Col. Tappan is after them for all
that is out. I am making out a report of
all from the beginning to end, to send
to Gen'l Slough, in hope that he will
have the thing investigated, and if you
should see him, please speak to him
about it, for fear that he has forgotten
me. I shall write him nothing but what
can be proven.

Major I am ashamed of this. I have it
gloriously mixed up, but am in hopes I
can explain it all to you before long. I
would have given my right arm had
you been here, when they arrived.
Your family are all well.
Isigned) Joe A. Cramer
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CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Because of no takers, Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter Webmaster Larry
Mix has withdrawn his offer to put
all current chapter newsletters on
the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter web
page to be accessible for anyone to
view on the Internet. Thanks Larry
for trying.

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

The fall meeting was hosted by
the Morton County Historical So
ciety in Elkhart on October 14, 2000.
Lunch was served and the program
theme was "Music on the SFT."

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
PO Box 2791
Amarillo TX 79101
1806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

No report.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

The chapter held its quarterly
meeting October 13 at the Historic
Adobe Museum in Ulysses, in con
junction with the museum open
house activities the week of October
8-14. The museum building and ex
hibit gallery have been newly reno
vated. The building was constructed
of adobe blocks in the 1930s, and it is
listed on the State Historic Register.

New rack cards for the Wagon Bed
Springs Chapter are ready for dis
tribution at tourist sites. They con
tain general information about the
Santa Fe Trail, Jedediah Smith, the
Mormon Battalion, and annual wild
flower tours. They were paid for by
the Grant County Tourism Board. If
anyone could distribute some of
these, contact President Trotman.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The chapter annual meeting was
held October 5 at the Burlingame 1'0-
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deo grounds building. Five directors
were elected representing Lyon, Os
age, Morris, and Wabaunsee coun
ties, and one at-large position.

"Petticoats Rule" became the
theme as Joleen Day, Helen Ericson,
Carol Retzer, Cathy Swartz, and
Deanne Wright were elected. The
men in the chapter have been busy.
Charlie Noonan and AI Bunting re
cently hauled rock to Wilmington
School for repair of the west wall.

In April the chapter sponsored a
Trail tour of eight sites from
Burlingame to Council Grove. Don
Schiesser and Joleen Day were tour
guides for 20 participants, many of
whom had been too involved with the
symposium last year to make the
trek but had heard rave reviews for
the guides.

Stories are still being told of the
2000 Trail Ride in June when 110
participants rode about 100 miles
from Frankfort to the Jeffrey Energy
Center, up to the Skyline Scenic
Drive to Old Highway 4, and on to
Council Grove. Nature provided a
major thunderstorm while the riders
were on Skyline ridge.

After the October business meet
ing, slides of Trail maps, swales, and
forts on the Santa Fe, Oregon, and
Lewis and Clark trails were shown
by Alfred and Helen Ericson. They
have traveled historic trails for 10
years and recently attended the
OCTA conference in Kansas City.

The next chapter meeting will be
held in January.
End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
691 Callecita Jicarilla
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 982-0254
<tomcarly@swcp.com>

On September 16 seventeen hardy
members and guests gathered at
Apache Ridge to hike the Trail to the
outskirts of Canoncito. The Trail is
precipitous, rocky, and overgrown
with vegetation. It had been
improved by US Topographical
Engineers in 1859, as part of an
effort to modernize the route
between Fort Union and Santa Fe. It
is difficult to imagine how the
wagons on the early Trail were able
to negotiate the ridge. We stopped at
a spot that overlooks Interstate 25
and Johnson's Ranch Civil War site,
with Glorieta Mesa in the back-
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ground. We had a leisurely lunch
before returning to our cars. Thanks
to Margaret Sears for being our
guide and giving us an inter
pretation ofa very arduous portion of
the Santa Fe Trail.

Our next meeting will be held on
Saturday, November 18. Dr. David
Sandoval will give a presentation on
the Presidial Soldier (soldado de
curea) and the Presidial System.
Sandoval is Professor of Chicano
Studies/History at the University of
Southern Colorado in Pueblo. He is a
charter member of SFTA, former
member of the board of directors.

Looking ahead, Supt. Harry My
ers, Fort Union National Monument,
will present a program, "Hispanic
New Mexicans' Cultural Ideas and
Interaction with Nature," on Janu
ary 20, 2001. On Mal'ch 17 Andy
Hernandez, historian from Western
New Mexico University, will speak
at a joint meeting of EoT and Salida
del Solon "Indian Slavery and Trails
of the Southwest." It will be held at
the Folk Art Museum.

The board of directors met Octo
ber 3 to discuss, among other busi
ness, participation in the Glorieta
Battlefield Coalition. President Steel
reported that Sunset Magazine will
mention the chapter's Walking Tour
brochure in an upcoming article
about Santa Fe. We also discussed
the fact that some state historical
markers pertaining to the Trail were
placed in the wrong locations and
text on some is certainly dated. An
attempt will be made to correct these
errors.

The chapter sadly reports the
passing of SFTA and EoIT charter
member S. A. Bennett, Santa Fe. He
was a faithful member and constant
supporter of the Trail. He will be
missed.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Faye Gaines
HC 60 Box 27
Springer. NM 87747
(505) 485-2473
fayegaines@yahoo.com

The August field trip to Philmont
Scout Ranch south of Cimarron, NM,
included a tour of Villa Philmonte,
the Phillips' magnificent 22-room
"summer home." Waite Phillips (of
the Oklahoma Phillips Petroleum
family) donated much of the land he
had purchased on the original Beau-
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bienlMirandalMaxwell Land Grant
to the Boy Scouts of America.

A little farther south on the Moun
tain Route of the Santa Fe Trail is
Rayado. Kit Carson and Lucien Max
well founded the village in 1848 on
the Beaubien land grant (Maxwell's
father-in-law). Carson's reconstruc
ted hacienda and Jesus Abreu's
stage station and mercantile were
being shown by Henry Ostrander
and John Webb dressed in historic
attire.

The September adventure was the
annual workday at Fort Union. We
learned how to make adobe plaster
and applied 20 wheelbarrow loads of
the heavy, sloppy stuff to crumbling
walls of the former soldiers' bar
racks. Superintendent Harry Myers,
Exhibit Specialist Bob Hartzler, and
Maintenance Supervisor Roger Por
tillo gave us another memorable day.

More than 30 "rut-nuts" gathered
at the Rock Crossing on the Cana
dian River in October. This site is on
private ranch land so we were grate
ful for the special tour. One tomb
stone remains of three men killed by
Indians as the wagoneers raced from
the crossing in 1879. It is a poignant
reminder of the drama and death en
countered on the old Santa Fe Trail.

The November 19 meeting was
scheduled at the Santa Clara Cafe in
Wagon Mound. Bob Mallin, a grad
uate of New York Medical College.
had the program on Health, Medi
cine, and Surgery on the Western
Frontier. Ray and Lynn Marchi will
host a potluck Christmas dinner for
chapter members on December 16.

Plans for Symposium 2001 in Las
Vegas are getting lots of attention.
Entertainment, eats, expert speak
ers, and excursions are being ad
dressed in detail (see article in this
issue). It's not too early to make your
plans or volunteer. Coordinator
Steve Whitmore can be reached at
(505) 454-0683 or <whitmore@new
mexico.com>.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Howard Losey
726 James St
Maize KS 67101
(316) 722-8669
<hlosey@swbell.net>

The chapter summer meeting was
at the Barton County Museum in
Great Bend, KS, with 28 members
and guests attending. Larry and
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HELP WANTED

I received from Virginia Fisher a
copy of February 1998 Wagon Tracks
with her article about Joseph B. Wa
trous. He was the oldest half-brother
of my grandfather, Charles E. Wa
trous. I would like to know more
about this family if anyone can share
details with me. Thank you.

Marge Craig
<mcraig0520@yahoo.com>

My great-great-grandfather, John
German, was reported by family
members to have freighted on the
Santa Fe Trail. He was born in Ten
nessee in the early 1830s, married a
Cherokee woman whose parents
made the march on the Trail of
Tears, and they had two sons,
Paralee, born c. 1855, and John C.,
born c. 1857. The family may have
lived in Santa Fe for a time. Any in
formation about this family will be
appreciated. Thanks.

Shirley Daykin
<outhouse@ionet.net>

history of the building and Clark
Harriman showed maps and spoke
about the area's history. The Van
Skyke Ditch headgate was visited
and then the groups moved on to a
petroglyph and archeological site.
Mter a picnic in the shade of cotton
wood trees, the. tour concluded at the
Apishapa Dam Site where Allen
Knowlton, Harriman, and Watson
told about the building of the dam
and 1923 flood which washed it out.

Many thanks go to ranch owners
John and Bonnie Welch for giving
permission for us to tour the sites on
their land, and to the Welches, and
to Cletis and Nadine Martin, ranch
foreman, for leading the tour.
Thanks also to the White Rock Com
munity who were our hosts. The
committee who planned the tour was
comprised of Deb Smith, Dub Couch,
and Dale and Teresa Kesterson.

A sociaUeducational meeting was
scheduled November 4 at the Bent's
Fort Inn, Las Animas, CO. Luella
Madman presented a program about
"The Daughters of the American
Revolution Contribution to Pre
serving the Santa Fe Trail." Mary
Gamble spoke about her book, Santa
Fe Trail Mar/~ers in Colorado. Mary
and Leo also have books about DAR
markers in Kansas and New Mexico.

••••

Roger and Sandy Slusher guided the
group and shared information about
historic' sites from Lexington to Ar
row Rock. Because of time and dis
tance constraints, we are saving the
Franklin area for a trip in 2001. Af
ter lunch in Arrow Rock, the group
took a walking tour of the town and
met at the Interpretive Center for a
very interesting program by histo
rian and site interpreter Mike
Dickey entitled "The Impact of Santa
Fe Trail Trade on the Banking In
dustry of Missouri." Following the
program, Dickey conducted a tour of
the Interpretive Center.

The next MRO Chapter meeting
will be the pot luck holiday dinner on
Sunday, December 3. For more in
formation contact John Atkinson,
(816) 233-3924.

Quivira

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dole E. Brooks
316 W ]6 St
Newton KS 67] 14
(3] 6} 283-6454

The quarterly meeting was held in
Tampa on August 24, with 24 mem
bers present. Following lunch, Ed
Costello presented a historical re
view of the town of Tampa and the
surrounding area. The town is lo
cated on top of the Santa Fe Trail.

Following Costello's presentation,
chapter members toured markers
and Trail ruts located at the north
east corner of Tampa. Visible ruts
are located in the Lutheran Ceme
tery. A stone marker was previously
placed there by the chapter, identify
ing the ruts as Trail remnants.

Several chapter members at
tended the Larned Rendezvous.

Bent's Fort
President Mark Mitchell
Comanche Notional Grassland
]420 E3rd St
La Junto CO 8]050
1719} 384-218]

The Bent's Fort Chapter and the
Fowler Historical Society enjoyed a
trip to the Fowler South Country on
September 16. Approximately 70
people attended the tour.

Mter the meeting at the Fowler
Museum, the group caravaned to the
area of Omer School where Elton
Watson gave a talk. At the White
Rock School, Nadine Martin gave a

Carolyn Mix, members from St.
John, arranged for the meeting
place. Lois Brichacek, museum
president, welcomed the group. She
and the museum staff were gracious
hosts and invited the chapter to re
turn any time. Carolyn Mix served
homemade cookies and Joyce Losey
provided ice tea and lemonade.

Clara Goodrich accompanied her
self on the autoharp and sang sev
eral Trail songs and led the group in
a sing-along for the first part of the
program. Program Director David
Clapsaddle gave a briefing on Ash
Creek crossing, one of the chapter's
most well-known sites. The physical
evidence of this site has been care
lessly obliterated but fortunately
there is a photograph taken in 1949
by Clay Ward that shows the cross
ing's bank cutdowns really well.

Items discussed during the
meeting included SFTA's survey
regarding dues collection, the
chapter's web page, report by the
Faye Anderson award committee,
Chuck wagon committee report,
marker committee report, joint
venture with the Fort Larned Old
Guard, donation to FLOG to help
acquire the Cheyenne/Sioux village
site, and the Beecher Island
traveling seminar.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Ann Warner
]0072 ]20 Rd
Spearville KS 67876
(316} 385-2456

The chapter's third quarter meet
ing was held September 30, 2000, at
the Stauth Memorial Museum, Mon
tezuma, KS. Allen Baily, Dodge City
Marshall and Boot Hill Cowboy Poet,
presented a program on the history
of the Dodge City, Montezuma, &
Trinidad Railway.

The fourth quarter meeting will
be Sunday, November 19, at the
First Christian Church, Dodge City,
at 2:00 p.m. The Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter will meet join with us. Jan
ice Klein will be the presenter and
refreshments will be served.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
] 421 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

On Saturday, October 21, thirteen
members gathered for a day on the
eastern leg of the Santa Fe Trail.
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NARDONE GIVES OVAL SIGN
JOE Nardone, Laguna Hills, CA, di
rector of the Pony Express Trail As
sociation, recently donated to SFTA
one of the porcelain Santa Fe Trail
oval signs placed on schools along
the route in 1948. He did not explain
how he obtained the marker. It is
now on permanent display at the
Santa Fe Trail Center at Larned.
Nardone is pleased that it has a
home where the public may view it.

The story of these signs has been
told m earlier editions ofWT and ef
forts have been made to identIfy the
location of as many as possible. This
one makes a total of 38. It is esti
mated that perhaps 100 of the signs
were dedicated in 1948.

Nardone is donating several other
Trail-related items to SFTA includ
ing a metal coaster which is a replica
of the Santa Fe Trail/Highway 56
road sign, a glass tumbler with a pic
ture and "Santa Fe Trail· Kansas"
inscribed, Kansas Centennial Santa
Fe Trail medallion, and six medal
lions commemorating the 350th an
niversary of Santa Fe. The e will be
exhibited in appropriate locations.
Special thanks to Nardone for these
generous donations.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received ince the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appeal' in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS67675

Change Service Requested
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Baker's Market, 115 E Main, Council
Grove KS 66846

Cottage House Hotel, 25 N Neosho,
Council Grove KS 66846

Rough Rider Trading Co LLC, 158 Bridge
Sf. Las Vegas NM 87701

Spivey's Books & Maps, 825 Westport
Rd. Kansas City MO 64111

PATRON MEMBERSHIPS
James P. Cavanagh, 4436 Clayton

Ave, Los Angeles CA 90027

FAMilY MEMBERSHIPS
Perry & Diann Gilmore, 7708 Tripp, Am

arillo TX 79121
Tom & Lou Ann Gray, 67 N Rd I, Ulysses

KS 67880
Jim & Bonnie Ryan, 2724 Bengal Lane,

Plano TX 75023
Malcolm & Katie Schnitker, 2J24 Can

delero, Santa Fe NM 87505
The Stich Family, 6966 S Atlantic Ave,

New Smyrna Beach FL 321 69
Gareth & DeAnn Wilson, 2600 NW 124!h

St. Vancouver WA 98685

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Marge Craig, 8804 Zyle Rd, Austin TX

78737
Velvet Glass, 3401 Timmons Ln #37,

Houston TX 77027

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices fOl' this section; provide loca
tion' date, time. and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in February, so send informa
tion for March and later to arrive by
January 20,2001. Thank you.
Dec. 3, 2000: Missouri River Outfit
ters Chapter meeting, 2:30 pm, Lex
ington, MO.
Dec. 9,2000: Ft. Larned Christmas.
Dec. 16,2000: Corazon de los Cami-
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nos Chapter meeting.
Jan. 20. 2001: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, program by Harry
Myers.
Mar. 17, 2001: End of the Trail
Chapter Meeting at Folk Art Mu
seum, program by Andy Hernandez.
April 28, 2001: Texas Panhandle
Chapter, Wildcat Bluff Nature Cen
ter and Amarillo Botanical Gardens
festival. Call Kathy Revett at (806)
371-9309 or e-mail <www.wildcat
bluff.org>.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas. M. Contact Steve
Whitmore. 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.

FROM THE EDITOR
It was a pleasure to travel the

Trail again with an enthu iastic
group of 50 Elderhostelers in Octo
ber, under the direction of SFTA
member Jim Sherer. Anytime one
can travel the Trail is a good time.
Special thanks to the following
SFTA members for help along the
way: Kathy Borgman, Pam Parsons.
Roger Slusher, Katharine Kelley,
Connie Essington, Ralph Hathaway.
Betsy Crawford-Gore, Bev Howell,
Noel Ary, Patricia Heath, Gerald
Faust, Harry Myers, Margaret
Sears, and Marc Simmons.

Plans are underway to publish a
new membership roster as soon a
this issue is in the mail. An updated
index to WT, through volume 15, is
in the works, scheduled for release
soon after the last issue of this vol
ume is completed in August 2001.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATlON

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO.2
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WETlORY CHAPTER & FORT
LARNED OLD GUARD JOINT

MEETING, APRIL 28

THE WetIDry Routes Chapter of
SFTA will host its fifth annual Trail
seminar on April 28, 2001, in a joint
meeting with the Fort Larned Old
Guard at Fort Larned National His
toric Site. The seminar, "Alterca
tions and Confrontations: The Civil
War Along the Santa Fe Trail," will
be presented during the morning
session, featuring four speakers: Ar
nold Schofield, Leo E. Oliva, Harry
C. Myers, and George Elmore. Lunch
is included with registration for the
semmar.

The Old Guard annual meeting
will occupy the afternoon and even
ing, with a field trip to the Indian
Village Site on Pawnee Fork (featur
ing an Indian encampment and
living-history presentations), even
ing meal in the quartermaster store
house at Fort Larned (reservations
required), and an evening with
Elizabeth Custer (portrayed by
Marla Matkin).

Living-history demonstrations
will be scheduled at Fort Larned
throughout the day. A copy of the
program and a registration form for
this event appears as an insert in
this issue. Everyone is welcome. Res
ervations are required by April 16.

WESTERN CHAPTERS
MEETING JUNE 9-10

BENT'S Fort Chapter will host the
second annual meeting of the West
ern Six Chapters of SFTA on June 9
10, 2001, at La Junta, CO. There will
be viewing of ruts and visits to sev
eral SFT sites of interest. Mark your
calendar and plan to attend; a good
time will be had by all. For those who
can get away earlier, there are many
different things to do and see in the
area. For more information, contact
coordinator Dub Couch, telephone
(719) 254-3000 or e-mail <dubcouch
@ria.net>.

February 2001

SFTA BOARD MEETING
SANTA FE, MARCH 31

WETIDRY SEMINAR &
FORT LARNED OLD GUARD

APRIL 28

WESTERN SIX CHAPTERS
LA JUNTA, CO, JUNE 9-10

SFT BIKE TREK
SEPTEMBER 9-28

SFTA SYMPOSIUM
LAS VEGAS, NM

SEPTEMBER 27-30

PRE-SYMPOSIUM ACTIVITIES

SEVERAL pre-symposium activi
ties have been planned for those who
wish to take advantage of them bef
ore the main events begin in Las Ve
gas, NM, on the evening of Sep
tember 27, 2001. There will be a
Trail ride on the Cimarron Route in
northeastern New Mexico, and sev
eral activities are available in the
Raton area of the Mountain Route.

The Trail ride has been planned
for the three days just prior to the
symposium. Riders will assemble on
Monday, September 24, at the Point
of Rocks Ranch 30 miles east of
Springer, New Mexico. Ample space
between two parallel routes of the
Santa Fe Trail is available for horse
camping. Portable toilets and water
for people and horses will be avail
able. Catered meals will be provided
Monday and Tuesday evenings and
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.
Cost for the ride will be approxi
mately $100.

On Tuesday the riders will break
into two groups. One group will ride
for four hours and the other seven
hours. The riders will explore the
well-defined branches of the Santa
Fe Trail east and west of Point of
Rocks. The longer ride will also ride
up through Black Jack Canyon and
the hills to the north. Among the
sights are magnificent panoramas,

(continued on page 3)

VOTE
TO KEEP

THE TRAIL

ALIVE
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

THE 2001 nominating committee
(Chair Louann Jordan, David Clap
saddle, and Clint Chambers) hereby
issues a call for members and chap
ters to submit names ofcandidates to
be considered for nomination to flil
the positions of officers and directors
whose terms expire at the end of the
2001 symposium. This includes the
president, vice-president, secretary
treasurer, and six directors (one at
large and one from each of the Trail
states).

The bylaws specify that members
of the board of directors may not
serve more than two consecutive
four-year terms. The president and
vice-president serve two-year terms.
The secretary-treasurer serves a
four-year term. The current office
holders are President Margaret
Sears; Vice-President Sam Arnold,
and Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters. Board members whose terms
expire in 2001 are Anne Mallison
(Missouri); Clint Chambers (at
large); Mary Gamble (Colorado); Jo
anne VanCoevern (Kansas); Stephen
Whitmore (New Mexico); and Morris
Alexander (Oklahoma).

All current members of the Santa
Fe Trail Association are eligible to
submit candidates for nomination.
Chapters are also urged to submit

(continued on page 4)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Recently I received an e-mail from a
tourist visiting Santa Fe who was
shocked to discover that no one in
the museums he visited knew where
he might find Santa Fe Trail ruts in
the City of Holy Faith. He was
particularly amazed by one docent
who informed him, "you are the first
person to ask me that question. We
are an art community-western and
Indian art." I, too, was amazed by
this inaccurate and uninformed re
mark. Then, several weeks ago I re
ceived a telephone call from a
gentleman who was searching for
videos or other film products which
featured the Trail. He, too, was
shocked to learn that none was avail
able for purchase by the public, and
proceeded to opine that SFTA should
correct the situation. I informed him
that a few films had been produced,
but could not confirm where he
might find them.

These are but two examples of
similar communications that come to
my attention. The common thread
running through these critiques is
that the Trail is not being marketed
as it should. SFTA is a small organi
zation, more local in demeanor than
national, and many of its members
may be unaware of what is happen
ing at the other end of the Road.
More important and specific to the
example above, we may not be as
aware as we should that people are
coming to our locale from great dis
tances searching out the Trail. How
frustrating it must be when their pil
grimage does not end at the Trail.
Do we comprehend that simply pro
ducing a brochure and placing it in
the racks at the local museums and
tourist centers is not enough?

Marketing is imperative in a ma
terialistic culture such as the United
States, and the Santa Fe Trail needs
to be marketed. SFTA has under
taken marketing of the Trail to only
a limited extent. We-as well as
most chapters-have produced bro
chures which are distributed liber
ally (to any interested person, mu
seum, visitors' bureau, et at.). Na
tional Park Service has an excellent
brochure, designed in the typical na
tional park format, but these are not
as freely available as they should be.
Some state tourism and local visitors
bureaus also have produced bro-

2

chures either directly or by contract.
Perhaps, if museums, tourist cen
ters, convention and visitors bu
reaus, chambers of commerce, ho
tels, and on and on were carpeted
with all the varieties of Santa Fe
Trail brochures that are available,
we would not receive complaints like
those mentioned. However, even
that is no guarantee that Trail bro
chures would be placed on the racks
along with the myriad of others out
there, rather than stored in a cabi
net, which can happen.

As for film products, probably, the
best use of these expensive tools is
that they be available for viewing at
state tourism centers, museums, and
the like. Films are also shown exten
sively at most national parks. They
are shown frequently each day. In
20-30 minutes, visitors are intro
duced to a wealth of information
about the park. I, like most visitors,
always view the film before touring a
specific park. What about made-for
television documentaries such as
Ken Burns produces? I explored this
with two companies (including
Burns himself) several years ago.
Because of prior commitments and
perhaps other reasons not shared
with me, no one was interested in
producing a Santa Fe Trail film.
However, the time or approach may
not have been right, thus such
should not be ruled out for the fu
ture.

Most Trail promotion, whether it
be brochures, films, or staff occurs at
museums and visitors centers. How
often is SFTA consulted when the
products are in the production stage?
How many SFTA members serve as
interpretive volunteers at these fa
cilities? Less than we would like. I
maintain that the expertise within
the SFTA is second to none, and to
attempt to present the Trail without
our assistance is imprudent.

In my view, the basic and most
significant promotional tool that is
not yet available to the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail (the title NPS
has ascribed to the Trail it manages)
is an NPS visitors center like those
that greet every visitor to a national
park. These centers tell the story of
the "park." That is what is missing
all along the Santa Fe Trail-the
sweeping story of who, what, when,
where, why there was a Santa Fe
Trail. I do not know why SFNHT
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: trailassn@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza·
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An·
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the secre
tary-treasurer (address below).

Membership Categories
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Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31.
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7341, FAX (785) 425-6865
President: Margaret Sears. 1871
Candela. Santa Fe NM 87505 (505)
473-3124 or <margsearS@cyberme
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80210 (303) 753-9161
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth 01
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RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (620) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
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Stephen Whitmore. 120 Gabaldon
Rt, Las Vegas NM 87701 (505) 454
0683
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
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Morris Alexander, Oklahoma
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Faye Gaines, New Mexico
Mary Gamble, Colorado
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Anne Mallinson, Missouri
Mike Slater, Oklahoma
Joanne VanCoevern, Kansas
Stephen Whitmore, New Mexico
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visitors centers are not on the NPS
agenda, although money is probably
given as an overriding factor. Yet,
other national historic trails have
them sometimes in collaboration
with 'other Interior Dept. agencies.
One such example is the Oregon Na
tional Historic Trail center at Mont
pelier, ID, which shares facilities
with a National Forest office. What
is important is that these centers ~x

ist, and some governmental entity
must have agreed that they were
critical to the interpretation of these
trails.

So long as the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail is without a visitors
center, it will be unable, in my opin
ion, to properly tell the story of t~e
Trail as a national park should. It IS

not enough that you and I are "trail
savvy." There are thousands of peo
ple out there who would like t? be.in
the "inner circle." The questIOn IS,

will the Interior Dept. (NPS' boss) in
vite them in?

This is no way to end a story. At
the moment there is nothing more to
say except, it may be incumbent on
the grassroots-SFTA specifically
-to press for better presentation of
the Trail through products, interpre
tation, and adequate quarters.

The SFTA Membership Commit
tee recently designed a handsome
promotional brochure which was
sent to persons whose membership
lapsed several years ago. Glenn Bus
set organized committee members
Virginia Fisher, Morris Alexander,
and George Bayless to write the text.
Nancy Raleigh, a friend of Glenn's,
created the smart design, and Joyce
Fox answered the call to seal each
brochure in preparation for mailing.
Although this committee has been
without a chair for the past year
-happily, Jan McDa~el of Dixo~,

MO, recently stepped mto the VOId
-{)thers have volunteered to carry
out projects which needed leaders.
To wit, Leo Oliva and Sam Arnold
engineered the Business Member
ship drive, and Joanne VanCoevern
directed the national dues survey.
Sometimes, because of dedicated
people who are committed to SFTA
and the Trail, things work out even
when the odds appear unfavorable.

-Margaret Sears

REMEMBER THE SANTA FE TRAIL
ASSOCIATION IN YOUR WILL
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SFTA BOARD MEETING
THE SFTA governing board will
meet in Santa Fe, March 31, at the
St. Francis Hotel, 210 Don Gaspar,
8:30-4:30. SFTA members are in
vited to attend. For additional infor
mation contact President Margaret
Sears (505) 473-3124.

CORRECTION
by Margaret Sears

THE article titled "Preservation
Task Force," in the November 2000
issue ofWT contained several errors.
A Preservation Task Force has not
been created by SFTA as claimed in
the article. Preservation is managed
by SFTA's Liaison Officer, Faye
Gaines. The persons identified in the
article have graciously volunteered
to come together to examine preser
vation issues and identify threats to
the Trail.

ELSIE CHAVEZ LEDOUX I
Elsie Chavez LeDoux, wife of

former Corazon Chapter President
LeRoy LeDoux, of Wagon Mound,
NM, died January 14, 2001. She was
66 years old. Sympathy is extended
to LeRoy and family.

BOB JONES

by Jesse Scott
With the recent death of Bob

Jones, the city of La Junta, CO, lost
its leading citizen, and the state of
Colorado and the nation lost a histo
rian and a conserver of history.
Those of us who were fortunate
enough to be friends lost a cherished
friend.

Throughout his life Bob Jones cre
ated his own admirable eulogy.

How could that quiet, knowledge
able, complete gentleman be gone?
There are still so many places to lo
cate and things to do. Like pinpoint
ing the location of Hole-in-the
Prairie Stage Station, the next one
toward Santa Fe from his Hole-in
the-Rock. Bob bought Hole-in-the
Rock Stage Station years earlier to
preserve it, and he and Marylou
deeded it to the Archaeology Conser
vancy in 1996 (see WT, May 1996
and February 1998).

Because of his knowledge of his
tory and the land and landowners of
his southeast Colorado, he was able
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to pinpoint Cedar Grove Bluffs, an
other historic site (see WT, August
1997).

The right front seat was always
Bob's so we could visit. Also, it was
the best place from which a native
guide could navigate. He was also
good at opening and closing gates.

Other fondly remembered visits
were over a single malt Scotch at his
home. We miss you, Bob Jones.

Memorial donations may be sent
to the Santa Fe Trail Association,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3, Larned
KS 67550.

SPIEGELBERG ADDENDUM
by Mary Jean Cook

I came across an old real estate ab
stract in our vault and thought per
haps it might be an addendum to the
article on Flora in the November
2000 issue of Wagon Tracks. In the
chain of title for the Spiegelberg
House, I discovered that other Santa
Fe Trail names also played a roll in
its history. On November 5, 1879,
Dolores Perea de Connelly, Jose
Francisco Chavez, Henry Connelly
and Ofelia R., his wife, Julian Con
nelly and Francisco Connelly, his
wife, and Victoriana Connelly, all of
Valencia County, New Mexico, grant
and convey to Lehman Spiegelberg
(who then sold to Willi and Flora),
the property on which the Spiegel
berg House was built in Santa Fe in
1880. Dolores Perea de Chavez de
Connelly was the widow of (1)
Mariano Chavez (brother of Antonio
Jose Chavez who was murdered on
the SFT in 1843; Mariano was also
mysteriously murdered in Santa Fe)
and (2) New Mexico Governor Henry
Connelly.

PRE-SYMPOSIUM ACTIVITIES
(continued from page 1)

tipi rings, Apache camping grounds,
and bandit hideouts.

On Wednesday morning, follow
ing breakfast, participants will con
voy the rigs southwest about 20
miles to another portion of the Trail,
perhaps the Rock Crossing of the Ca
nadian River. After a four- or five
hour ride they will convoy into Las
Vegas, where horses may be stabled
and rigs parked at the Zamora
Training Facility. The SFTA Sympo
sium starts the next day in Las Ve
gas.
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If you are at all interested in the
Trail ride, please contact Ray Marchi
at (505) 387-5084 or bye-mail at
<Lmarchill@aol.com (that's two nu
merical "ones") so he will have an es
timate of the number of riders and
can plan accordingly. This will be an
opportunity to see Trail remains that
are usually not available to the pub
lic.

Special pre-symposium events in
the Raton area will begin on
Wednesday afternoon, September
26, with a visit to the Baca House
and Santa Fe Trail Museum in Trini
dad, CO. For information about the
museum, contact Director Paula
Manini at (719) 846-7217.

From there participants may visit
Wootton Ranch, beginning at 4:00
p.m., travel over Raton Pass on the

ational Scenic Byway to see Willow
Springs, Forage Station Overlook on
Goat Hill, new National Park Serv
ice Wayside Exhibit, and Raton Mu
seum. There will be Hispanic Folk
Dancing and a wine and cheese re
ception at the Old Pass Gallery from
5:00-6:00 p.m. Michael Martin Mur
phey will present a cowboy concert at
the Shuler Theater in Raton at 7:30
p.m., a private SFTA concert by ad
vance tickets only ($15 with sympo
sium registration).

Travelers may spend the night at
one of the following motels, with a
special SFTA price, including break
fast: Best Western Sands (800) 518
2581, Budget Host Melody Lane
(800) 421-5210, or Robin Hood Motel
(505) 445-5577.

On Thursday morning, Septem
ber 27, participants will visit the
NRA Whittington Center Trail ruts
and see buffalo and antelope, tour
the Old Mill Museum in Cimarron,
NM and visit the Philmont Museum
and Seton Library at Philmont Scout
Ranch, Kit Carson's home at Ray
ado, and the Santa Fe Trail Museum
in Springer. You will be in Las Vegas
in time for opening events of the
symposium. For more information
about the Mountain Route activities,
contact Nancy Robertson at (505)
445-8226 or bye-mail <robertsonn@
bacavalley.com>.

SYMPOSIUM EXHIBITS
ENTRIES are invited for several
exhibits to be held at the symposium
in Las Vegas in September. More in-
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formation on all the exhibits was
given in the November 2000 issue of
Wagon Tracks.

For the art show, to be juried by
Charles Goslin, color slides ofentries
must be received by August 14, 2001.
Entry forms may be obtained from
the Las Vegas Arts Council, PO Box
2603, Las Vegas, NM 87701, phone
(505) 425-1025.

Entries for the student art contest
are due by April 2, to Patti Olsen,
1729 Eighth St, Las Vegas, NM
87701, phone (505) 454-0383.

For the photography show, entries
are due by September 7, to Andy
Kingsbury, Kingsbury Studios, 1803
Plaza, Las Vegas, NM 87701, phone
(505) 425-3800, or e-mail <kingcong
@zialink.com> Photographs may be
in color or black-and-white, and each
should be about 8" x 10" and un
mounted with a caption. They may
be prints, or good xerox or computer
generated copies. They will be re
turned if sent with a self-addressed
envelope.

Book exhibitors and SFTA chap
ters wishing to reserve display tables
for the symposium should contact Ti
bor Remenyik, 1021 Eighth St., Las
Vegas, NM, 87701 by September 1,
2001; phone (505) 454-1307, e-mail
<jtrem@newmexico.com>.

MORE SYMPOSIUM NEWS
MELANIE LaBorwit, Director of

the Las Vegas City Museum and
Rough Rider Memorial, announced
that the Museum has been awarded
a grant by the Scenic Byways Pro
gram of the Federal Highway Ad
ministration to mount a special ex
hibit for the symposium entitled
"The Santa Fe Trail and Popular
Culture." She is already at work on a
traveling exhibit on the Santa Fe
Trail also funded by the Scenic By
ways Program.

For those arriving early for the
Symposium there will be tours on
Thursday afternoon, September 27,
of "Montezuma's Castle," the majes
tic Victorian building in the hills
northwest ofLas Vegas, built as a re
sort hotel in 1885 by the Santa Fe
Railroad. It is at present experienc
ing a $10M restoration, and will be
opened for use in September as part
of the Armand Hammer United
World College.

For those staying late, Pecos
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National Historical Park will host an
open house for symposium visitors
on Sunday, September 30, with
special tours of Trail ruts in the
Park. And if you can stay in New
Mexico another week, the Albuquer
que Balloon Festival begins the fol
lowing Saturday, October 6.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
(continued from page 1)

nominations, especially for the board
position in their state. The bylaws
charge the committee to nominate
two candidates for each vacancy on
the board and one candidate for each
vacant office.

To be considered, each candidate
must be a member in good standing,
agree in writing to serve if elected,
provide a brief one-paragraph biog
raphy which includes Trail qualifica
tions and experiences, and submit a
one-paragraph statement of his or
her objectives for the Santa Fe Trail
Association. A recent photograph
would be welcomed. This informa
tion will be used by the nominating
committee in choosing candidates.
The biography and statement of ob
jectives for each nominee will accom
pany the ballot sent to the member
ship with the May issue of Wagon
Tracks.

The deadline for receiving sug
gested names for candidates, includ
ing supporting documents, is March
20,2001. Please mail submissions to
Louann C. Jordan, 1524 Camino
Sierra Vista, Santa Fe NM 87501.

KAW MISSION CELEBRATES
150TH ANNIVERSARY

RON Parks, curator of the Kaw
Mission State Historic Site in Coun
cil Grove, KS, has put together a
yearlong celebration of the 150th an
niversary of the completion of the
Kaw Mission school which is now a
museum operated by the Kansas
State Historical Society. A series of
speakers will address such topics as
the Santa Fe Trail in 1851, the story
of Indian missions on the Kansas
frontier, architecture of the mission
structure, prehistory of the Kaw peo
ple, treaties with the Kaw (Ransa)
tribe, history of Council Grove, and
history of the state historic site.
There will also be tours, special ex
hibits, musical programs, and a per
formance of the drama 'Voices of the
Wind People." For a brochure about
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"BLEEDING, PURGING, VOMITING, AND QUININE
WERE THE CURES OF CHOICE"

by Alma Gregory

all programs offered for the sesqui
centennial commemoration, contact
Ron Parks, Kaw Mission State His
toric Site, 500 N Mission, Council
Grove KS 66846, (620) 767-5410, or
e-mail <kawmission@cgtelco.net>.

CIMARRON GRASSLAND
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

MAY 20-JUNE 9
HELEN Brown, director of the Mor
ton County Historical Society at Elk
hart, KS, has received a grant to
present a series of programs, May
20-June 9, 2001, to commemorate
the Cimarron National Grassland
and the Santa Fe Trail. The histori
cal society, National Grassland, and
Elkhart community will join in host
ing this festival. Everyone is invited
to attend. A few highlights of the pro
gram follow. For a complete pro
gram, contact Helen Brown, Morton
County Historical Society, PO Box
1248, Elkhart KS 67950, (620) 697
2833.

The festival begins 7:00 p.m., May
20 with the Ride Into History Pro
gr~ presented by Joyce Thierer
(portraying Calamity Jane) and Ann
Birney (portraying Julia Archibald
Holmes). On May 31, 7:00 p.m.,
VanAnn Moore will portray Susan
Magoffin. June 1 is Santa Fe Trail
Day and an evening program on the
Trail.

District Forest Ranger Joe Hart
man will lead a bus tour of the Ci
marron National Grassland at 10:00
a.m., June 2. Some 23 miles of Trail
ruts may be seen on the Grassland,
and there will be living-history
scenes at various locations. There
will be musical programs at various
times. The St. Jude's Children Hos
pital Trail .riders will be on the
Grassland June 8-9. This is a fund
raising ride.

The grand finale will be an out
standing concert at 7:30 p.m., June
9, featuring the New Dawn Dancers
and Singers (a Native American
group), GraceIDenney Dance trio
(featuring traditional dances), Dan
Grotewohl and Mike Dugger (musi
cians and storytellers), Connie Dover
(folk ballad singer), and Skip Gor
man (music of the working cowboys).
Helen Brown says, "This will be the
most diversified cultural program
ever presented in this five-state
area." Plan now to be there.
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(SFTA member Gregory, a member of
the Corazon de los Caminos Chapter,
is a freelance writer and photogra
pher. This article summarizes a pres
entation by Dr. Bob Mallin to a recent
chapter m.eeting. Additional inform
ation about medical practices on the
Santa Fe Trail may be found in Peter
D. Olch, "Bleeding, Purging, and Pu
king in the Southwestern Fur Trade
and Along the Santa Fe Trail, 1800
1850," Adventure on the Santa Fe
Trail, ed. by Leo E. Oliva [Topeka:
Kansas State Historical Society,
1988J, 11-35. For a comprehensive
article on Dr. John Sappington, see
the February 2000 issue of Wagon
Tracks. Information on medical his
tory at Fort Union is in Leo E. Oliva,
Fort Union and the Frontier Army in
the Southwest [1993].)

THE best hospital in the Territory
was at Fort Union and many later fa
mous doctors spent time there. Fort
Union had ether and chloroform.
They were among the first to adopt
sanitation practices. However, the
first three abdominal surgeries were
followed by the first two autopsies,"
Dr. Bob Mallin said. "Surgery was
easy. Surviving was the hard part."

Dr. Mallin, of Brooklyn, NY, An
chorage, AK, and now Santa Fe, was
the featured speaker at a recent
meeting of the Corazon de los Cami
nos/Heart of the Trails Chapter. Re
tired from the practice of plastic and
reconstructive surgery, he volun
teers his time speaking about fron
tier medicine. He has also lectured at
Pecos and Fort Union National
Monuments. He said that his inter
est in the Santa Fe Trail began back
in school playing cowboys and Indi
ans.

"Every doctor was called a sur
geon, whether he was or not," Mallin
said. "Trauma was big on the Trail
and the most common operation was
an amputation. It took four people to
amputate. One held the man down;
the anesthesiologist held a glove or a
handkerchief over the patient's
mouth and poured anesthetic over it,
just like in the movies; a third man
with strong hands could clamp parts
to stop the bleeding or pull flesh and
skin back; and the surgeon."
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There were about 45 amputations
at Pigeon's Ranch during the Glori
eta battle. Arms and legs were sim
ply tossed out the window. The best
stitches a t the time were silk, used in
the northern states. The South used
cotton because they didn't have silk.

Poor health was rampant in the
South. Women often bled to death in
childbirth. If they didn't die immedi
ately, they became anemic and suf
fered "massive depression" from
which they died. Doctors not wash
ing their hands when coming from
an autopsy to childbirth caused
child-bed fever. Midwives were bet
ter at saving the mother and baby,
although at the time they didn't
know why. The germ theory wasn't
developed until the 1870s-1880s.

Diarrhea was very common in the
South. General Robert E. Lee had it.
Even Napoleon had it. Opium, used
for dysentery, was called "the sol
dier's disease." It did not become a
controlled substance until 1914.
Laudanum was heroin dissolved in
alcohol.

"Bleeding, purging, vomiting, and
quinine were the cures of choice.
They fmally omitted the first three.
George Washington had tonsillitis.
Had they not taken one and a quar
ter quarts of blood from him, he'd be
fine today," Mallin said with a
chuckle.

There were very few useful drugs.
Dr. John Sappington ofBoone's Lick,
MO, was well known for his malaria
"fever pills" made from Peruvian
tree bark-quinine. Smallpox vaccine
was used. "There are two reference
vials remaining of smallpox vaccine,
one in Russia and one in Washing
ton, DC," the doctor said.

"The motive of the Santa Fe Trail
was profit. From Missouri to Santa
Fe to Mexico, malaria, typhoid, ty
phus, and cholera were spread
through contaminated water. What
used to be called "ague" was malaria.
Mosquitoes also carried malaria
from one person's blood to another.

"Lots of Trail towns had syphilis
and gonorrhea. The saying was that
'you spent one night with Venus and
six months with Mercury.' Mean
while, mercury caused madness!"
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Mallin said that rabies was rampant
in towns because of carcasses left to
rot in the streets-no one knowing
about germs.

"The food was terrible from east to
west. From west to east it was much
better because of green chile
stew-full of vitamin C! There were
almost no reports of scurvy from
Mexico to Missouri. That disease
was pretty much under control on
the Trail by 1840 because someone
planted watercress that is high in Vi
tamin C, and the Army had sauer
kraut," Mallin said.

"Scalping was not always fatal.
There is a layer of skin on top of the
skull that is loose, so it was more like
a face-lift as the flesh healed up
ward." Sabers did more damage
bashing collarbones and skulls than
cutting. The mortality rate for brain
surgery was 90% because of pus in
the brain-ignorance of germs. Whis
key was given for snakebites. Scrap
ing treated frostbite.

Dr. Mallin demonstrated imple
ments from his Civil War era surgi
cal kit. Its documentation came from
family records of an anesthesiologist
in the Iowa Volunteers. The "tools"
left no doubt why doctors were some
times called "Saw-bones."

2001 BICYCLE TREK
WILLARD Chilcott reports applica
tions are already arriving for the
eleventh Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Trek
set for September 9-28, 2001. Mter a
successful 10 years of annual trips,
the trek changed to a biennial trip to
prevent volunteers' burnout. There
was no cycling trip in 2000. The
maximum number of riders is 50,
distance traveled is approximately
1096 miles. For more information
contact Chilcott at (505) 982-1282 or
e-mail <Chilcott1@aol.com>. SFTA
members along the Trail are encour
aged to welcome the cyclists to their
area.

Daily ride schedule:
9/8 Santa Fe-Cyclists check in
9/9 Santa Fe to Las Vegas
9/10 Las Vegas to Wagon Mound
9/11 Wagon Mound to Cimarron
9/12 Cimarron to Trinidad
9/13 Day off in Trinidad
9/14 Trinidad to La Junta
9/15 La Junta to Lamar
9/16 Lamar to Lakin
9/17 Lakin to Dodge City
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9/18 Day off in Dodge City
9/19 Dodge City to Larned
9/20 Larned to Sterling
9/21 Sterling to Hillsboro
9/22 Hillsboro to Council Grove
9/23 Day off in Council Grove
9/24 Council Grove to Baldwin City
9/25 Baldwin City to Independence
9/26 Independence to Lexington
9/27 Lexington to Arrow Rock
9/28 Arrow Rock to New Franklin
9/29 Return home

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-
It is with considerable interest

that I have read the recent letters in
Wagon Tracks concerning the Life
Membership issue. As the Ad Hoc
chairman of the membership com
mittee that recommended that the
life membership category remain
discontinued, I feel it is my responsi
bility to respond.

Frankly, I am pleased to see inter
est expressed in a subject that has
been dormant for so long. One of the
major reasons for the committee's
recommendation was that in all the
time that life membership was of
fered, only one individual "signed
on." [Editor's Note: SFTA offered a
life membership only during its first
year ofexistence, when two life mem
berships were obtained (one was an
individual and the other was a coun
ty historical society-associations or
ganized for perpetuity, I think we will
all agree, should not be eligible for
life memberships, only individuals),
and it has not been available since
1987.]

The other compelling reason came
out of the survey we did, making a
telephone poll of organization simi
lar to ours in ten midwestern states.
Briefly, their experience with life
membership was similar to ours.
More than half of the responses to
the question, "Do you have now or
anticipate offering a Life Member
ship option?" the replies were am
bivalent. (Well, we have one, but-.)
In general, the most common re
sponse indicated something like,
"Life Membership may be offered as
an option in our 'Long Range Plan
ning and Fund Development' com
mittees."

On a personal note, when I
phoned Cheryl Collins, curator ofthe
Riley County Historical Society mu-
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seum and asked about Life Member
ships, she said, "Yes, we do. We have
one member-and you are the one!"
It is interesting to see this concern
developing in a subject that is surely
worth discussing. I believe that the
correct parliamentary procedure to
reintroduce the subject of Life Mem
bership is for a board member to en
ter an agenda item to that effect.

In event that a concerned SFTA
member or members wishes to pur
sue that course of action, the first
step is to prepare a detailed proposal
of the needs to renew the discussion.
Certainly the letters printed in re
cent issues of WT would be a good
place to start the outline for such a
request. Then, the detailed proposal
should be presented to a board mem
ber, asking that this item be in
cluded on the agenda of a future
meeting of the board.

The second step, it seems to me,
would be that such petitioner(s) in
clude an IOU to the Santa Fe Trail
Association in the amount of $1,000
as a life membership pledge in order
to be considered seriously.

With all due respect to the fme or
ganization to which we all belong
and in which we take great pride, I
am, sincerely,

Glenn M. Busset, member
SFTA membership committee

316 Summit Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66502

ROSTER CORRECTIONS
DUE to a clerical error the follow
ing memberships were omitted from
the recent SFTA Roster (in fact they
were omitted from the mailing list
for last year). Your staff regrets the
error and apologizes to the following:
Bishop, C. J., 2265 S Broadway, Denver

CO 80210, (303) 575-1287, PORCO
LO@aol.com, Individual, 1996

Everett, Jim & Ardis, 17800 Bolger Rd
#3344A, Independence MO 64055,
(816) 373-6422, Family, 1997

Humbert, G. Cleve, 2023 N Pointe Dr,
Manhattan KS 66502, (785) 776-3844,
Individual, 2000

Krehbiel, Frances, 323 Maple St #2,
Clayton NM 88415, (505) 374-2302,
Individual, 2000

Nordheim, Steve & Ann, 2151 Old Oak
land Rd #201. San Jose CA 95131.
(408) 433-9539, steven98@inreach.
com, Family, 1998

Reynolds, Gracie c., 3 Deacon Dr, St
Louis MO 63131, (314) 965-9025, GRA
C1ER 12@aol.com, Individual, 2000

February 2001



Elm). This was the fIrst time some
one commented on Becknell's wagon
road, pioneered just a few months
before. Matt Field also commented
on the burning prairies. He wrote
that "we fired the prairie behind us,
and the prairie is burning before us;
so we are between two fires." 10

The word prairie entered the Eng
lish language late. Prairie comes
from French, and earlier, Latin (pra
tum = meadow). According to the Ox
ford English Dictionary, the first use
of prairie in North America was in
1773. 11 It was then that English
speaking settlers were moving
across the Appalachians into Ohio
country. They were perplexed by
openings in the forest (early French
settlers had called them prairies) be
lievingthat land that did not support
tree growth was infertile. The small
prairies of Ohio led to ever larger
ones in Indiana and Illinois (the
Prairie State). By 1821, the meaning
of prairie as a meadow had evolved
into any grassy, treeless expanse.

One of the most graphic accounts
of fires and their aftermath comes
from the report of Isaac McCoy in
1830. McCoy was with a surveying
party 60 miles west of Fort Leaven
worth. He wrote that "the ashes from
the recently burned prairies, and the
dust and sand raised so by the wind
was so scattered that it became im
possible to ~erceive the trail of the
surveyors." 1 He reported flames 20
feet high and wrote that he ceased to
wonder about the paucity of timber
but only wondered that a vestige of
wood was left. 13

To reconstruct what early traders
saw I will rely on their journals and
comments as they traversed the
Trail. William Becknell commented
but briefly on the landscape but did
say he traveled for several days (Ar
row Rock ferry to Fort Osage) in a
high prairie in which timber was
scarce. Becknell also claimed that a
growth oflofty timber two miles wide
bordered the Missouri River. His de
scription is for that stretch of Trail
between Arrow Rock ferry and Malta
Bend. Becknell went on to say this
portion of his journey was over a
beautiful plain with a view of nearly
twenty miles. 14 Meredith Miles Mar
maduke, traveling the same route in

THE SANTA FE TRAIL IN THE KANSAS CITY AREA: EVOLUTION OF THE LANDSCAPE
by Hal Jackson

on plains vegetation. The Indians
used fires to modify the habitat as
well as drive or attract game.3 A
well-placed fire could frighten a herd
of bison over a cliff where the result
ing deaths could feed the Indians as
well as provide needed hides and
bones for tools. Additionally, fires
were used to improve pasture much
as fire is used today. Use of fire for
this purpose was reported through
out the eastern United States.4

Stewart also claimed that most prai
rie fires, ninety per cent, were
caused by humans. In locations
where burning had stopped (Illinois
is the example cited), forests ad
vanced into grasslands one to two
miles in thirty years.5 The Stephen
H. Long expedition naturalists also
noted (just west of Saint Louis) that
the "borders of this plain begin to be
overrun with a bramble of black jack
[oak]."6

Precipitation records show why
these eastern areas of the Trail
should have had a forest cover. Boon
ville, across the Missouri River from
Franklin, receives about 38 inches of
precipitation annually. Continuing
west, Olathe, Kansas, has about 37
inches, and Council Grove, Kansas,
receives 32 inches.7 Forests would
have been the natural vegetational
response in this area without the ex
ternal intervention of fIre.

The first Santa Fe traders were
not traversing through nature but,
instead, a cultural landscape that
had been created over thousands of
years by the indigenous population.
The only remnants of the earlier for
est were found along stream beds.
Fires can easily spread across flat to
rolling country, but dissected land
scapes do not promote the spread of
fIres. 8 Deeply cut streams along the
eastern portions of the Trail would
have retarded fire and the substan
tial moisture here was also a factor.

Burning of the prairies did not
stop when the traders began their
annual treks in 1821. Jacob Fowler
on his return trip east in 1822 wrote
'We Set out Early to follow the Wag
gon Road but Heare the Pirarie Has
Been Burned In the Spring and the
grass So gron up So that We Cannot
find it."g Fowler was writing from
near Round Grove (later called Lone

(SFTA member Jackson earned a
Ph.D. in geography at the University
of Colorado and taught 20 years at
Humboldt State University in Ar
cata, CA. He presently resides in Pla
citas, NM, and is adjunct professor of
geography at the University of New
Mexico. His revised edition of Marc
Simmons's Following the Santa Fe
Trail will be published by Ancient
City Press in May 2001.)

DURING the past three years I
spent many days in the Kansas City
metropolitan area looking at Santa
Fe Trail sites and remnants. Today
the area is hundreds of square miles
of tree-lined streets and houses. The
more I drove these streets the more
curious I became about what this
area looked like when the first trad
ers passed through.

What we see today in Kansas City
is a cultural landscape. By this I
mean a landscape created by hu
mans over a long period of time in
which the residents' landscape pref
erences are imposed. Nature pro
vides the canvas, humans decide
what to do with it. We Americans
love our trees and lawns and try to
create an almost pastoral landscape
wherever we settle.

Today's landscape in Kansas City,
and elsewhere along the Trail, was
created over a previous one that the
intrepid Santa Fe Trail traders
viewed beginning in 1821. In fact,
the landscape of 1821 was also a cul
turallandscape. Human occupation
over thousands of years had greatly
modified the landscape that nature
provided. What then was the natural
landscape of western Missouri and
eastern Kansas? How far back in
time must one go to determine it?
Botanist Roger Anderson claims that
18,000 years ago the plains were cov
ered by spruce and jack pine subse
quently displaced by oak and hickory
by 10,000 years ago. 1 For our pur
poses, 10,000 years ago will suffice.

Omer Stewart, an anthropologist,
concluded that since Folsom points
are found on the prairies, it followed
that humans entered the area in
early post-glacial time.2 That was
the period of the oak and hickory for
est cover. These early nomads knew
about fire and its uses and it was fire
that had the largest human impact
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The First Stratum of the Santa Fe Trail, 1821-1827. Shaded area represents woodland
cover south of Missouri and Kansas rivers. Area adjacent to Kansas River is specula
tive and not based on journal entries.

City metropolitan area and I mapped
every creek in this area to see how
closely traders used the ridges. The
map shows the routes of the trail be
tween 1821 and 1827 and my best es
timate as to prairie and forest cover.

Today the Kansas City metropoli
tan area is not at all as it appeared to
traders on the Santa Fe Trail. The
topography has not been changed
but the vegetation is dramatically al
tered. I can suggest to those seeking
a piece of the Trail as it might have
appeared in those early days to drive
south from the Archibald Rice house
to Arrington Road. This road is on
the course of a later route of the
Santa Fe Trail (after 1828) but meets
the older Trail near the Upper Cross
ing at 151st Street. As you descend
Arrington Road you are on a ridge
that looks somewhat as it did 180
years ago.21 You should not tarry
though, because this will soon be
converted to a modern cultural land
scape with lawns, fences, and tree
lined streets.
NOTES

1. Roger C. Anderson, "The Historic Role of
Fre in the North American Grassland," in
Scott C. Collins and Linda L. Wallace,
eds.. Fire in North American Tallgrass
Prairies (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1990), 12.

2. Omer C. Stewart, "Burning and Natural
Vegetation," Geographical Review, XLI
(1951): 319. The Folsom archaeological
complex began sometime before
10,000 B.C. It is characterized by distinct
projectile points and 'NOS named for the
site of the initial discovery near Folsom,
New Mexico. The Folsom site, coinciden
tally, is located but a tew miles from the
Grenada to Fort Union Mmtary Road.

3. Scott L. Colfins, "Introduction: Fre as a
Natural Disturbance in Tallgrass Prarie
Ecosystems," in Collins and Wallace
(eds) Fire in North American Tallgrass
Prairies, 3.

4. Omer C. Ste'NOrt, "Fire as the Frst Great
Force Employed by Man," Man's Role in
Changing the Face of the Earth, ed. by
William L. Thomas (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1956), 120.

5. Ibid., 127.
6. Howard Ensign Evans, The Nafural History

of the Long Expedition to the Rocky
Mountains, 1819-1820 (Oxford, Eng
land: Oxford Universify Press, 1997), 40.

7. Climates of the States (Detroit: Gates Re
search Company, 1985). thrd edition,
Volume I (A labama-New Mexico). This is
a summary of annual reports by the Na
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad
ministration (NOAA).

8. Anderson in Collins and Wallace, Fire in
North American Tal/grass Prairies, 14.

9. Elfiot Coues, ed., The Journal of Jacob
Fowler, 1821-1822 (Minneapofis: Ross
and Haines, 1965), 170.

next day Sibley crossed the Big Blue
River and went forward seven miles
to a small grove of hickory. He stated
that "so far today nearly all Prai
rie.,,19 In contrast to Marmaduke, Si
bley utilized the Lower Crossing of
the Big Blue River. When Joseph C.
Brown, Sibley's surveyor, reached
the Big Blue River (he was traveling
ahead of Sibley at this stage) he
wrote "now the prairie commences
which extends to the mountains near
Santa Fe.,,20

Later travelers such as Matt
Field, Adolphus Wislizenus, and Jo
siah Gregg all confirm the observa
tions ofthe pioneers on the Trail. For
the most part, the Santa Fe Trail
was in prairies even in the eastern
segment from Arrow Rock ferry
through Lone Elm Campground. The
traders followed the high ground be
tween streams whenever possible.
Thousands ofyears ofseasonal burn
ing had cleared these ridges of their
forest cover with only streams pro
viding protection for gallery forests
along their courses.

I have attempted to summarize
this discussion on the accompanying
map. Craig Crease provided a de
tailed map of the trails in the Kansas

1824, wrote that two miles west of
the Arrow Rock ferry was the begin
ning of a beautiful prairie. 15 Mar
maduke continued west over prairie
not mentioning trees until he
camped near Lexington, Missouri. 16

He continued westward to Camp
Blue Springs (near today's Blue
Springs, Missouri) passing over a
prairie country. He used the Upper
Crossing of the Big Blue River and
even here he failed to mention trees,
although there were undoubtedly
trees bordering the river at this
crossing. Finally, on May 28, he says
"leaving the timber of the Osage
River on our left, and that of the
Blues and Kanzas on our right, keep
ing upon the great ridge which di
vides those waters.,,17 Here Mar
maduke was heading for Round
Grove (later called Lone Elm Camp
ground) a:nd beyond to the Narrows.

George Sibley, marking the Santa
Fe Road in 1825, claims to have
crossed the Little Blue River eight
miles from Fort Osage. After cross
ing the Little Blue, he passed
through a small prairie and then
through some woOdS. 18 The small
prairie was on the ridge separating
the Little and Big Blue Rivers. The
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REGULATION OF TRADE
by Robert G. Torrez

(Torrez is New Mexico State Histo
rian. The following is reprinted from
his column 'Voices from the Past"
which appeared in 'Round the
Roundhouse, the monthly paper for
state gouernment employees, July 25
August 22, 2000, with the permission
of the author.)
HISTORY books tell us the Santa
Fe Trail opened in 1821, the same
year that Mexico gained its inde
pendence from Spain. The general
impression one often gets is that at
some point that year the borders be
tween New Mexico and the United
States were magically opened, ush
ering in an era of the free flow of peo
ple and trade between the two
foreign entities.

The reality was that as with all
foreign countries, whatever com
merce took place between New Mex
ico and the United States was regu
lated and closely watched by officials
of the Mexican government in Santa
Fe. The records of the Mexican Ar-
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chives of New Mexico make it clear
that by 1823, officials in Santa Fe
were concerned that the americanos
were importing goods without pay
ing the required tariffs. Officials
were especially concerned that these
men were hunting beaver illegally
and to the detriment of the local resi
dents. Beaver trapping was a branch
of industry reserved by law exclu
sively to Mexican citizens.

One of the earliest efforts by offi
cials in Santa Fe to assist customs of
ficers along the border to cope with
the influx of extranjeros, or foreign
ers, was the set of instructions is
sued by Juan Bautista Vigil, the 00
ministrador de rentas, in early April
1825. The instructions were issued
to Severino Martin and Rafael Luna,
the guardians, or customs officers of
New Mexico's northern frontier in
Taos. These consisted of seven sec
tions, as follows:

1. Upon receiving notice that extran
jeros were approaching the bor
ders, they were to request assis
tance from the local chiefof militia
and proceed to go out to the fron
tier to determine if these foreign
ers proposed to introduce commer
cial goods into New Mexico.

2. At some point before these foreign
ers entered any settlements, they
were to show their passports to
prove they were persons traveling
in good faith. They were to present
the guias, or permits and invoices
of the goods they wished to intro
duce into the territory. Their
packs and loads were to be in
spected and prohibited items
identified. The travelers were to
be advised that these prohibited
items could not be traded or sold
unless they obtained an exemp
tion from the governor or princi
pal customs officer in Santa Fe.

3. If their passports were not in or
der, the cargo was to be closely ex
amined and compared to the pub
lished tariff listings. The goods
were to be impounded and sent to
Santa Fe for review by the admin
istrator (Vigil) and the proper tar
iffs applied.

4. If any of the foreigners demanded
the personal presence of the ad
ministrator in the field, they were
to do so formally, in writing, and
under the obligation that they
were to pay for the expenses of the
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trip. The written request was to be
sent to Santa Fe by the local cus
toms officers along with any in
voices, passports and other re
lated documents.

5. When contraband was discovered
or an extranjero (or local accom
plice) attempted to defraud the
government, the nearest judicial
official was to formally open a
case, take charge of the disputed
goods and place the suspects un
der bond to assure their appear
ance in court. If found guilty, the
person's goods were to be confis
cated and subjected to sales at
public auction.

6. Until all these steps were taken,
proper guias issued and approval
obtained from the administrator,
no goods could be sold or traded.
Violation of this regulation could
result in the loss of all goods by
the merchant.

7. Iflccal officials had any doubts on
how to proceed or deal with a
situation, they were to suspend all
activities until the administrator
was consulted.

The records show these regula
tions were observed through much of
the Mexican period of our history.
Escorts of militia or regular presidio
troops from Santa Fe were sent to
meet approaching commercial cara
vans at or in the vicinity of the
Napeste, or Arkansas River. The
idea was to meet the caravan before
it had a chance to disperse or mer
chants had the opportunity to hide
goods in order to avoid paying tariffs.
Every load was apparently in
spected, and suspected contraband
confiscated. In 1831, all the stores in
Santa Fe were ordered closed while
officials went through each one after
they received word that some contra
band goods had gotten through.

The tariffs collected every year
were important to New Mexico. The
revenue generated from the
American merchants constituted the
principal source of income for
government operations during much
of the Mexican period. The archives
show that funds collected were
immediately paid out to cover the
often overdue salaries of government
officials, troops, and even loans that
had been made to the government
with the projected income as
collateraL
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SANTA FE TRAIL PERSPECTIVES ON NATURAL HISTORY
by Leo E. Oliva

(The following was presented as a
lecture at Rendezvous 2000 on Sep
tember 22, 2000. By request it is
printed here for the benefit of those
who were unable to attend or slept
through the presentation.)

THIS introduction to the 2000 Ren
dezvous program on "Cultural Per
spectives of Nature Along the Santa
Fe Trail," attempts three things.
First is a brief overview of the per
spectives on natural history held by
the three cultures associated with
the Trail: American Indians, His
panic Americans, and Anglo Ameri
cans. Second is a selection of
quotations from Trail travelers
about various aspects of nature
along the Trail (these are mostly An
glo because that is what is available;
there are not many Hispanic and In
dian records). Third is a short list of
questions to ponder about the sig
nificance of the different cultural
perspectives of nature along the
Trail.

The most common and constant
companions of everyone who trav
eled the Santa Fe Trail were the
multifaceted phenomena of the natu
ral world: geography, geology,
plants, animals, weather, astro
nomical attributes, and deceptive oc
currences such as mirages. Trail
travelers had to have water every
day, and their livestock also needed
grass. Fuel was required, whether
wood or bison chips. They hunted
game for food, were irritated by in
sects and battered by wind and
storms, faced dust and mud and
drought and flood, fought fires, fol
lowed landmarks, recognized rocks,
crossed streams, enjoyed trees and
flowers and clouds and animals,
hunted bison and deer and prong
horns and turkey, watched prairie
dogs and dust devils, shunned
snakes, scrutinized wolves, cursed
mosquitoes, suffered thirst, stared at
stars, experienced sunburn, sought
springs, braved blizzards, marveled
at mirages, and speculated about the
meaning of natural events. Most
were not scientists but they held
views of the natural world and its
history, a combination of science and
superstition, of reason and religion,
of rationalism and romanticism.
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Whatever their views, they lived
close to nature.

Almost everything Trail travelers
did involved dealing with the natu
ral world; the major exceptions being
relationships with other human be
ings (social world) and purely super
natural ideals (religious world).
Their lives were dominated by
nature although most had little sci
entific understanding. Many people
of all cultures were unable to sepa
rate their supernatural beliefs from
observations of nature. How they
viewed the natural world affected
their perspectives and relationships
with nature, and these, in turn, af
fected relationships with other eth
nic groups (including trade and war
fare) and how they treated the envi
ronment in which they traveled be
tween Hispanic New Mexico and An
glo Missouri, crossing the lands of
American Indians in the process.

There was no single view of na
ture for any of the cultures, for each
contained a variety of perspectives.
This is a word of caution that the
generalizations which follow may
have been dominate, but there were
other points of view represented
among the people of each society. In
addition, over time, social contacts
that resulted from the Trail led to an
exchange ofideas and perspectives, a
degree of assimilation that contin
ued long after the Trail was history.

The first Americans, commonly
called Indians because Columbus
was lost, had developed a view of the
natural world that was dominated
by beliefs that supernatural forces
control the natural world. Those su
pernatural forces were propitiated
by ceremonies, including vision
quests, physical endurance and mu
tilation, music and dancing, and
sometimes warfare. The provisions
of nature depended on pleasing the
supernatural powers behind all
things.

The supply of bison (which com
prised their supermarket) and suc
cessful hunting, for example, were
believed to be dependent more on the
proper behavior and ceremonies of
the people than on conservation and
careful hunting practices. When bi
son were not available, it was not a
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natural problem but a spiritual prob
lem for the people. When Euro
Americans came and slaughtered
the bison, Plains tribes first objected
and retaliated because the Euro
Americans had offended the bison
spirits. In time, they realized the bi
son were disappearing. They also
joined in the slaughter to trade bison
robes for manufactured items on
which they had become dependent.
It was not simply, as some historians
have implied, that the Indians were
environmentalists and the Anglo
Americans were exploiters. In the
end, it should be noted, bison were
saved from extinction by Anglos.

Indians felt close kinship with the
natural world, and the supernatural
powers which they believed were be
hind it. They were part ofit, and they
tried to become one with the powers
of the world. The closer their rela
tionship with the spiritual powers
behind the natural world, the better
their life would be. They were con
cerned about this life, not some after
life. Almost everything they did was
closely involved with nature, and
they saw themselves as an integral
part of rather than separate from
and superior to the rest of the ani
mals, plants, and minerals.

The Indian perspective on natural
history was circular, as opposed to
the European linear view with its
theories of progress. The best expres
sion of this and the Indian perspec
tive on natural history was provided
by Oglala Sioux holy man Black Elk,
as recorded by John Neihardt in
Black Elk Speaks, wherein Black Elk
explains why everything tries to be
round.

"You have noticed [Black Elk said]
that everything an Indian does is in
a circle, and that is because the
Power of the World always works in
circles, and everything tries to be
round. In the old days when we were
a strong and happy people, all our
power came to us from the sacred
hoop of the nation, and so long as the
hoop was unbroken, the people flour
ished. The flowering tree was the liv
ing center of the hoop, and the circle
ofthe four quarters nourished it. The
east gave peace and light, the south
gave warmth, the west gave rain,
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and the north with its cold and
mighty wind gave strength and en
durance. This knowledge came to us
from the outer world with our relig
ion. Everything the Power of the
World does is done in a circle. The
sky is round, and I have heard that
the earth is round like a ball, and so
are all the stars. The wind, in its
greatest power, whirls. Birds make
their nests in circles for theirs is the
same religion as ours. The sun comes
forth and goes down again in a circle.
The moon does the same, and both
are round. Even the seasons form a
great circle in their changing, and al
ways come back again to where they
were. The life of a man is a circle
from childhood to childhood, and so it
is in everything where power moves.
Our tepees were round like the nests
ofbirds, and these were always set in
a circle, the nation's hoop, a nest of
many nests, where the Great Spirit
meant for us to hatch our children." 1

Everything in Indian culture de
pended on keeping in tune with the
spirits. Nature flowed from proper
relationships and withheld its
bounty when the people lost touch
with the powers. Powers came
through visions, a blend of super
natural with the natural, which in
the Indian mind could not be sepa
rated. The Indian perspective of
natural history was mostly incom
prehensible to the European mind,
and these differences were an impor
tant part of the cultural views that
separated Indian and European so
cieties.

It should be noted that Indian and
European cultures also held conflict
ing views of property and the use of
nature's bounty, a major source of
collision. Neither culture understood
the other, making their relation
ships difficult at best and disastrous
at worst. This topic will be addressed
again, briefly, in the final section.

The Hispanic culture of New Mex
ico was a blend of American Indian
and European views, including a
combination of Indian and Catholic
beliefs based on the assumption that
nature responds to human spiritual
actions. There was more influence of
supernatural beliefs in the Hispanic
American culture than in Anglo
American culture, with common be
liefs in witchcraft, ghosts, possessed
animals, and other such phenomena,
all of which are contrary to a ra-
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tional, scientific view of natural his
tory. Marc Simmons wrote, in his
Witchcraft in the Southwest:

"For Hispano folk, Catholic Chris
tianity offered the strongest bulwark
and protection against the malicious
arrows of witches.... As a safeguard
against supernatural attack, the
cross served as the most effective re
ligious weapon. No mule drover set
ting out with a pack caravan would
think of exposing his stock to need
less danger from malign supernatu
ral forces, so upon each long-eared
animal's shoulder he carefully made
a cross with cornmeal.,,2

In one of the few recollections by a
New Mexican teamster, Jose Li
brado Gurule, who traveled the
Santa Fe Trail in 1867 as a teenager,
explained something of the supersti
tions connected with their travels as
they departed for the trip to the
States:

"About the middle of February the
caravan started. At Las Vegas there
was nothing to mark the momentous
event but behind them in every home
from which these men had come to
venture upon the long and danger
ous voyage, simple but impressive
ceremonies were held. In every home
candles were lit before favorite
saints and prayers were offered.
Then the wives or mothers of the de
parted men wrapped a cloth about
the saints supplicated and put them
in captivity to hold them there as
hostages for the safe return of their
men. The bottom of the homemade
chest, which was an article of furni
ture in every house, became the
prison of the saints. When the men
came back the saints in those homes
were resurrected and a wake held in
their honor and there was dancing
and singing. In those homes where
the men did not return, the saints
were taken from captivity and bur
ied with sad and solemn ceremony.',3

It may be noted the Gurule went
to Kansas City. On the return trip
his wagon train left the Santa Fe
Trail, went to Hays City, and worked
on the construction of the railroad
for several months. In time they
loaded the wagons with commodities
brought to Hays City by the railroad
and returned to Las Vegas. Along the
way they were hit with cholera, the
disease that ravaged people along all
the trails in 1867. Gurule survived,
received pay of $8 for the entire trip,
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and came home with the first store
bought suit anyone had in his home
town of Las Placitas.

It is difficult to identify clearly the
Hispanic perspective on natural his
tory as it affected the Santa Fe Trail,
for Mexican merchants pursued the
same ends as did their Anglo
American counterparts, profitable
trade, economic improvement, and
the uses of nature's bounty for those
objectives. In fact, when it comes
down to the daily life of people on the
Trail, the people from all three cul
tures shared common objectives. A
bison hunter, be he Indian, New
Mexican, or Missourian, set out to
kill bison and utilize the carcass.
They prepared differently for the
hunt, for example, with the Indian
apologizing to the spirit of the bison
and seeking to appease those pow
ers, the Hispanic seeking spiritual
aid in the hunt, and the Anglo think
ing little of such things. In other
words, the same activity, which ap
peared to the onlooker to show little
differences beyond hunting tech
niques, was affected by cultural per
spectives on nature.

The Anglo-American perspective
was complex because European and
American thought was undergoing
transition during the 19th century
when the Santa Fe Trail was a route
of commerce across the Great Plains.
The Anglo perspective on natural
history was pre-Darwinian, al
though the ideas of evolution were
popularized during the later years of
Trail history.

The prevailing European and
American perspective on natural
history was contained in the concept
of the Great Chain of Being in which
every living thing was a link in that
chain from the very bottom (perhaps
bacteria?) to the very top, which of
course was the position of human be
ings. Everything had its place in this
hierarchy, everything in the chain
had existed since creation, and noth
ing new was developing and nothing
in the chain could become extinct.
The foundation for this perspective
was found in Aristotle and Christi
anity, and it supported the view that
everything in the natural world is
there for human exploitation and use
because humans are the top of the
chain. There was, in this view, a be
lief in abundance. There was plenty,
no matter how wasteful people might

11



be. The slaughter of the bison, for ex
ample, would not endanger the sup
ply of bison for there were millions of
them.

Anglo-Americans were going
through an era of change in which
the ideals of rationalism that domi
nated the 18th century and provided
the most scientific view of nature up
to that time was being challenged by
the development of romanticism,
with its love of nature and idyllic at
titudes. Although most Anglos saw
the natural phenomena they encoun
tered (land, flora, and fauna) as a
largely hostile environment to be
overcome so they could reach their
goal and, with luck, make a profit
which was often foremost, even more
important than any sense of adven
ture on the Trail, some also held a
reverence for nature. Among Anglos
traveling the Trail and writing about
their experiences, Matt Field stands
out as the leading romantic.

When he and a companion came
upon a large buck deer at Cotton
wood Creek in 1839, Field wrote:
"Our rifles were loaded in our hands,
and with leisurely aim we might
have planted a ball in the creature's
heart as it stood with its nose in the
water.... But we were young travel
lers, and as yet the love of Nature
had not given place to the hunter's
fiercer passion. The idea never oc
curred to us of what a treasure of
game was there almost inviting our
powder and shot. We never thought
of firing, but paused in utter forget
fulness of aught save the rare beauty
of the scene before us. The noonday
stillness, the murmur of the glassy
water, the delightful shade in con
trast with the heat of the blazing
prairie, and the living tenants of the
solitude standing so fearlessly before
us, all gave rise to sensations of
pleasure really resembling a fairy in
fluence.,,4

There were also references to di
vine forces in some Anglo accounts,
giving them a perspective in common
with Indians and Hispanics. For
Santa Fe traders of all cultures,
when they were on the Trail, water,
grass, and wood were essentials,
with game an important part of the
diet. Everything else in nature was
seen as a challenge or blessing, an
experience to be faced or an event to
be endured.

With those perspectives in mind, a
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look at some of the records of Anglo
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail may
provide further insight into the
views of the natural world. Clearly,
Trail travelers were very much
aware of how close they lived with
nature. Note, too, the touch of ro
manticism in some of these selec
tions.

John Taylor Hughes, private sol
dier in the Missouri Mounted Volun
teers and part of the Army of the
West in 1846, was observant of the
natural scene:

"Early on the morning of the 21st

[of July, 1846] we continued our
march, winding along the north mar
gin of the [Arkansas] river, leaving
the main Santa Fe Road by the Ci
marron at the crossing. This part of
the country abounds in serpents,
cameleons, prairie lizards, horned
frogs, dry-land turtles, and the
whole tribe of the entomologist.
Grasshoppers are as numerous as
were the locusts sent by the afflicting
hand of Providence in swarms upon
the land of Egypt. To cheer the soli
tude and break the monotony of the
plains, in many places a rich variety
of flowers blossom and brush 'waste
their sweetness on the desert air.'
The prairie pink or yamper is an ex
quisite flower of a rich purple color.
The root of this plant is bulbous and
esculent. When dried the Indians
use it for bread. The blue lily of the
bottom prairie, the white poppy, and
the mimic morning-glory are inter
esting specimens of prairie flowers,
and would do honor to the finest gar
dens of Missouri."s

The romantic view of nature fig
ured in other descriptions. Thomas
Jefferson Farnham left Independ
ence with a pack train on May 30,
1839, and was impressed with the
beauty of the land when he left Mis
souri and crossed into Indian terri
tory, now Kansas:

"Before us were the treeless plains
of green, as they had been since the
flood-beautiful, unbroken by bush
or rock; unsoiled by plough or spade;
sweetly scented with the first blos
somings of the spring..' .. A lovely
landscape this ... so mazy and beau
tiful was the scene.',6

Edwin Bryant expressed.a similar
view in May 1846 as he followed the
Trail to catch the road to Oregon and
California: "The view of the illimit-
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able succession of green undulations
and flowery slopes, of every gentle
and graceful configuration, stretch
ing away and away, until they fade
from the sight in the dim distance,
creates a wild and scarcely controlla
ble ecstasy of admiration."?

Katie Bowen wrote the following
after the fIfth day of travel out of
Fort Leavenworth on June 25, 1851.
Katie recorded both the beauty ofthe
land and the hazards of traveling the
Trail: "The scenery all along is
charming, what is called the rolling
prairie, fine grass and wood along
the banks of the streams. Flowers
grow in the greatest abundance and
in great varieties. I wanted to get out
and pick some of each kind to press,
but they change in every few miles
and it would not do to stop the wag
gon so often. Our second camping
ground was as pretty a place as I
ever saw, a sharp rise on the bank of
a cool clear stream and no flies to
trouble us. We have found delicious
water thus far and tonight we have a
clear sweet spring to fill our jars
from. I have a stone jug covered with
flannel which we keep wet and the
air keeps the water cool. Isaac has a
chart with all the camping places put
down and marked with or without
wood and water as the case may be
and of course where there is none we
will carry from the last place. I do not
anticipate any difficulty in the want
of wood and water. Last night we
camped at "Soldier creek" where the
ox wagons were crossing nearly all
day. One of the soldiers who had
been hard at work all day went in to
bathe at night and got into a deep
hole where he went down to come up
no more. His comrades immediately
went in after him but could not find
him and although they watched
nearly all night and dragged the
stream in several places, they had to
leave this morning without finding
him to bury."a

A few days later Katie wrote:
"July 2nd. Still remaining at the
same camp. More rain last night and
we all have to leave our beds and
stand by the tent poles to keep them
upright. I never saw such continual
flashes of lightening or as bright and
the rain did come down in the biggest
drops and the most of them. Yet we
do not feel any ill effect from this con
stant exposure. Not a stiff joint or
cold have I heard complained of since.
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leaving Leavenworth. . . . The
roads are in a shocking state and so
many bad crossing for oxen that they
do not make more than five miles a
day.,,9

W. W. H. Davis, newly appointed
to serve as U. S. Attorney for the Ter
ritory of New Mexico, traveled the
Trail by stagecoach in 1853 and later
published a wonderful account of his
experiences in El Gringo: New Mex
ico and Her People (1857). He de
scribed the prairies in romantic
terms:

"To a person who has never been
upon the great American prairies, a
trip acrbss them can not be other
wise than interesting. Their appear
ance can hardly be imagined: to be
appreciated they must be seen. You
find yourself surrounded on every
side, and as far as the eye can reach,
by a country almost as level as the
sea, with an occasional gentle roll,
like the ocean swell, to break the uni
versal evenness of the surface....
Out on these great plains a person
experiences different feelings than
when confined within cities and for
est, and surrounded with the appli
ances of civilized life. He appears to
breathe deeper, and to increase in
stature; the sky seems to be bluer
and clearer, the air purer, and the
sun to shine more brightly. The
earth expands in size, and the vast
ness spread out on every side gives
him a higher appreciation of the im
mensity of God's handiwork. The
mind seems to become enlarged also,
in beholding the greatness of Na
ture's works, and a man who is not
insensible to such influences can not
fail to be made better and wiser by a
trip across the prairies." 10

The scene changed as travelers
moved westward. Teenager Lewis
Garrard, traveling west on the Trail
in 1846, noted in Wah-to- Yah and
the Taos Trail: "On leaving Council
Grove, the verdure and scenery
change; the grass is much shorter,
partaking of none of the luxuriant
growth of the herbage a few days
back; wooded creeks become scarce,
and timbered principally with sweet
cottonwood." 11

It continued to change the farther
one proceeded westward, and Joseph
Pratt Allyn wrote this description of
the Arkansas River in 1863:

"Since we left Pawnee Fork and
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Larned we have followed the Arkan
sas, the river scarcely out of sight at
any time. I say the river, for I don't
know of any word that exactly indi
cates the place where a river ought to
be or has been, or is now but out of
sight; and yet is just the sort of a
stream that the Arkansas is for this
hundred miles. There it stretches
from half to a mile wide, all sand,
with sharply defmed, generally pre
cipitate banks, studded with green
islands, receiving creeks that are full
of water, and yet not showing a drop
itself." 12

They could dig for water in the
river bed and have a good supply.
Some places were without water.
The so-called Cimarron Desert be
tween the Arkansas and Cimarron
rivers was described by many, in
cluding Lieutenant Philip St. George
Cooke who, in 1829, accompanied
Major Bennet Riley with an escort of
Sixth Infantry for the westbound
caravan as far as the Upper Crossing
of the Arkansas River near
Chouteau's Island west of present
Lakin. The troops encamped to await
the return of the traders in the fall,
but the caravan had not gone far
without the escort when Indians at
tacked and killed one man. Major
Riley marched his command to the
relief of the caravan and accompa
nied the traders another day. Cooke
described the land and their experi
ences:

"These 'sand-hills' compose a strip
of country found occasionally a few
miles off, on the Mexican side of the
river, and where its valley has no
abrupt boundary; they are irregular
hillocks of the loosest sand, seem
ingly formed by the sport of the wind.
There is scarce a sign of vegetation,
and they present an aspect as wild
and desolate, and as little American,
as possible.

"Emerging from the hills, we
found ourselves on the verge ofa vast
plain, nearly level, where it seemed
nature had ineffectually struggled to
convert a sandy desert into a prairie.
There was a scanty and dwarfish
growth of wiry grass, brown and
withered, amid the white sand. On
we marched, under a fiery sun, fac
ing a burning wind. Not a tree, not a
shrub, nor the slightest indication of
water could be seen in a view appar
ently illimitable in every direction.
Thus we struggled on until noon,
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when the panting oxen, with lolling
tongues, seemed incapable of pro
ceeding. A halt was made, and they
were taken from the wagons, but
stood motionless. The wind blew a
gale.... We sought every cover to
avoid it. A messmate-one of those
unfortunates who prefer the dark
side of a picture, and croak when a
cheerful word of encouragement is
needed--gave vent to his despon
dency, and sought to engender dis
content and fearful apprehensions;
he predicted we would lose our bag
gage train, if not our lives, in the des
ert. Indignant, and without a better
answer, perhaps, I undertook to
prophesy, and actually foretold the
exact event, viz: that, pushing on,
within ten miles we would find water
and grass in some hollow, and buf
falo too. After marching about that
distance, we came to the sandy bed of
a dry creek, and found in it, not dis
tant from our course, a pool of water,
and an acre or two of fine grass....
After encamping we saw a few buf
falo, attracted doubtless by the wa
ter; and several were killed. Beyond
our hopes, all our necessaries were
thus ministered to; it seemed a spe
cial providence."13

The physical characteristics of the
plains were depressing to Susan
Shelby Magoffin. On July 11, 1846,
she wrote of the plains after leaving
Pawnee Fork and heading west: "Oh
how gloomy the plains have been to
me today! I am sick, rather sad feel
ings and everything around corre
sponds with them.

''We have never had such a per
fectly dead level before us as now.
The little hillocks which formerly
broke the perfectly even view have
entirely disappeared. The grass is
perfectly short, a real buffalo and
Prairie dog and rattle snake re-

. ,,14gIon.
W. W. H. Davis provided a rare

geological observation of Rock Creek
in New Mexico: "We breakfasted at
Rock Creek . . . . The geological for
mation of the rocks along the stream
is rather interesting. The banks are
abrupt, and in many places perpen
dicular. The rocks were originally
formed by deposition in water, and
the strata can yet be distinctly
traced, as though hey had been laid
by a stonemason. The layers have
not been disturbed from their hori
zontal position, and the attrition of
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water in times of freshets has worn
many of the softer stones away, and
left the harder ones projecting over
the bed of the stream." 15

Later, when the stagecoach
passed through the crestone south of
Las Vegas, Davis observed, "The
ridge appears to have been cloven
asunder by some great convulsion of
nature, and a beautiful road made
through it wide enough for four wag
ons to pass abreast. The sides of the
canon are formed of immense masses
of rocks nearly perpendicular. The
original formation was deposition in
water, but there has been a subse
quent upheaval, as well as a subjec
tion to intense heat, which has dis
placed the strata, which now lie at an
angle of about 45°, with the dip to
ward the east.,,16

Albert Pike's party, as did many
travelers, rejoiced when they saw
the mountains of New Mexico, partly
because they knew they were near
ing the end of their journey, but also,
as Pike expressed so eloquently, they
were out of the Great Plains:

"In the prairie we are alone; we
have that same desolate, companion
less feeling of isolation, so well ex
pressed by Coleridge. We separate
ourselves from our companions, and
turning our mind inward to a consid·
eration of its own hidden joys or mis
eries-its memories or anticipations,
we pass over the desert as men pass
through a glimmering and lonely
dream. But the mountains are our
companions. We lose that feeling of
solitude and oppression at the heart,
and in its stead is an expansion and
an elevation of the mind, as thought
the great spirit, which, as fancy
might imagine, inspires the mighty
mountains, was enterin~ into the
heart and abiding there." 7

Lydia Spencer Lane, wife of army
officer William B. Lane, recalled, "It
was always a pleasure to us when go
ing towards New Mexico to sight the
Spanish Peaks, the highest of the
Taos Mountains, crowned with per
petual snow. It was a change from
the everlasting grass-covered
stretch, which we had for weeks at a
time, east, west, north, and south of
us. We never seemed to get closer to
the Peaks. . . . They were always
-there, grand and beautiful, in the
early morning with the first rays of
the sun upon them, and at evening
with clouds of gold and crimson
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lighting up the dazzling snow on
their summits.,,18

New Mexicans on the Trail were
also overjoyed to see the mountains,
an indication that they were nearly
back home again. Alphonso Wetmore
described one such incident in 1828:
"We were today gratified with a full
view ofthe Rocky mountains ranging
along to the right. When our Mexi
can, from a hill top, caught a distant
view of the mountain, he lept for joy,
discharged his carbine, and ex
claimed, "Las luz de mis ojos, mi
casa, mi alma;" light of my eyes, my
house, my love. Such emotions as
these, we call in Spanish, amor de la
patria [love of country]." 19

Along the Trail all aspects of na
ture were encountered. Marion
Sloan Russell recalled, many years
after her first trip over the Trail at
age seven in 1852, the many storms:
"Frightening thunder storms came
up suddenly. They would sweep over
us, and away they would go as sud
denly as they had come.... The prai
ries would darken and then would
come a mighty clap of thunder and a
sheet of drenching water would fall
from the skies upon us. . . . So we
would sit [in the covered wagon]
through wind, water, thunder, and
lightning. Then, as suddenly as it
had come, the storm would pass
away. We would emerge then from
the wagons to stretch our cramped
limbs and to see the golden sun shin·
ing through the scattered clouds. Al
ways we saw our storm, a tattered
beggar, limping off across the distant
hills. Looking back now it seems to
me that we had a thunder storm al
most every day.,,2o

On July 3, 1846, traveling along
the Arkansas valley toward Pawnee
Rock, Susan Magoffin described a
storm: "A thunder storm at sunset on
the Prairie is a sublime and awing
scene indeed. The vivid and forked
lightning quickly succeeded by the
hoarse growling thunder impresses
one most deeply.,,21 The next day,
July 4, Susan carved her name on
Pawnee Rock and suffered the upset
of her Rockaway Carriage while
crossing Ash Creek .

The rains could be taxing, as Tho
mas Jefferson Farnham, with the
1839 pack train, wrote after crossing
the flooding Little Arkansas River in
mid·June:
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"The 14th , 15th and 16th, were days
of more than ordinary hardships.
With barely food enough to support
life, drenched daily by thunder
storms and by swimming and ford
ing the numerous drains of this allu·
vial region, and wearied by the con
tinual packing and unpacking of our
animals, and enfeebled by the damp
ness of my couch at night, I was so
much reduced when I dismounted
from my horse on the evening of the
16th, that I was unable to loosen the
girth of my saddle or spread my blan
ket for repose.,,33

Astronomical events, such as com
ets and meteor showers, were seen
by peoples of all three cultures.
There were few references to the sky,
but Matt Field wrote a speculative
poem, raising one of the questions
about the universe still begging an
answer:
Moonlight upon the great prairie
About this word good speakers vary
Since the vulgar acceptation
And not the true pronunciation
Because it easier makes a chime
And flows most natural into rhyme
Moonlight upon the great prairies!
Ah! would the moon were yet more

bright,
Or could I but a candle carry
To paint the beauty of the night!
From under my musquito bar
I gaze upon each lovely Star
And yon great lantern of the Sky
Riding refulgently on high.
And is yon little twinkling light
Burning so far away in either
The center of a system bright
That binds yet unseen worlds to-

gether?
Yon myriads in the milky way,
Planets and peopled worlds are

they?23
The phenomenal meteor shower of

November 12, 1833, reported as
"hundreds of thousands of shooting
stars" and referred to by the Kiowas
as the "winter the stars fell," was
witnessed by the peoples of all three
cultures. Although no Trail travelers
recorded this (no one may have been
on the Trail at the time), this great
meteor shower was widely noted and
given supernatural attention. The
Indians were reported as especially
alarmed.24 David Lavender noted
other responses in Bent's Fort: "In
Independence frightened Missouri
ans were convinced that heaven was
protesting against recent mobbings
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and whippings of the Mormons. In
Santa Fe horrified Mexicans were
sure that the state had brought a
flaming curse on itself by denying
certain privileges to the Church."
And the Cheyennes encamped near
Bent's Fort thought death had come
for them. "While the skies dripped
fire, while William Bent and other
traders watched from the fort's un
fInished walls, the visiting warriors
decked themselves in full battle re
galia of feather and paint, lance and
shield. They could not fight this fear
ful thing. But at least they could die
like men. They mounted their
horses. Women cried and children
shrieked; in the fort the dogs howled
back at the chorusing wolves. Chant
ing their death dirges above the din,
the warriors rode in a single fIle
around the tepees, under the shadow
of the great mud bastions." Lavender
concluded that it was an omen sig
naling the beginning of the end of
Cheyenne culture as it then existed,
and end brought in part by Bent's
Fort: "Little though Bent, St. Vrain
& company may have intended the
doom, or even thought about it, ...
the star of the Cheyennes could do
nothing but dim.',25

For some reason astronomical
events seemed to be more powerful
portents than other components of
the natural world. The powerful
Comet Donati (named for its discov
erer, Italian astronomer Giovanni
Battista Donati), visible during
August-November 1858, was noted
by Trail travelers. David KeUog,
member of a party seeking gold in
Colorado, followed the Santa Fe
Trail where he recorded the follow
ing on September 26, 1858:

"Camped on Cottonwood Creek
where we find fine bottoms and con
siderable timber.... The comet has
been very brilliant for the last two
evenings; it stretches clear across
the Western sky. The great firebrand
and the glittering stars make night
seem enchantment and this en
chanted land. The night watch
passes quickly by as we gaze at the
flaming wonder in the heavens... ."A
few days later, on October 11, Kel
log's party met Kiowas and Arapa
hos on a buffalo hunt. He recorded:
"All the Indians met lately predict a
hard winter on account of the
comet.',26

Winter could be fierce. Albert Pike
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described the beginning of winter
that struck while they were on the
Cimarron in the autumn of 1831.
Winter weather could be one of the
most destructive forces of nature
faced by Trail travelers. Pike wrote:
"After striking the Semaron, that
saltest, most singular, and most
abominable of aU the villanous
streams of the prairie, we went
crawling up it for forty miles, with
our jaded oxen, at the rate of about
eight miles a day, and about the first
of November we reached the middle
spring of the Semaron. Before reach
ing this point, my horse ran off in a
storm, one night, and left me to walk
the rest of my way to Santa Fe. I had
no particular objection, for it was
altogether too cold to ride We
reached the spring in the middle of a
light snow, accompanied as it had
been heralded, by a keen, biting
north wind.... We camped, and com
menced gathering the dry ordure of
the buffalo for fuel-the only salva
tion of the journeyer in the prairie,
as the hours of the night ware away,
the snow fell thicker, and the cold
grew more intense. At half past one,
I was called out to stand guard. I
strapped my blanket round me,
shouldered my gun, and was ready to
stand as sentry till nine in the morn
ing.... For about half an hour, I
paced back and forth on the rod and
half of line allotted me-in snow
about a foot deep. The storm was
over, and the wind every moment
grew more intensely cold. At length
my feet forced me to the fire. . .. In
the morning my feet were so swollen
that I could with difficulty move
and ... a horse froze to death within
ten feet of me. Great God! how those
animals suffered."27

Wood was scarce and bison chips
were fuel. Any piece of firewood was
valued, as Lydia Spencer Lane re
called in her memoirs of a trip west
ward on the Trail in 1860: 'When
wood was abundant we laid in a sup
ply for future use, carrying a log of
fatty pine perhaps a hundred or two
hundred miles chained under a
wagon, and using it very sparingly to
kindle the fire. Anyone fortunate
enough to find a piece of wood,
dropped by a passing train possibly,
was the envy of the camp.

"To this day, when I see a quantity
of good chips lying in the street, I can
hardly refrain from gathering them
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up. I have often thought if I ever be
come a childish old woman my de
light will be to pick up sticks, re
membering how valuable a piece of
wood was in a country where there
were no trees.',28

Firewood was a problem, and so
were prairie fires. In the fall of 1861,
after the Civil War erupted in the
States and in New Mexico, Lydia
Spencer Lane, with her children and
servants, left New Mexico and made
her fourth trip across the plains with
troops accompanying paroled U.S.
troops from Fort Union to Fort Leav
enworth. While the travelers were
camped in Kansas a fire burned
through the camp, destroying almost
everything. As Lydia recalled, after
she was in her tent for the night, she
heard the fire and looked out to see
what was happening: "The grass was
on fire, and the flames, driven by the
wind, leaped a hundred feet at a
time. It was a fearful sight. I knew
instantly our only safety was in
flight, and not a second must be
wasted.... We fled down the side of
the hill and into the water, ... then
up the opposite bank never looking
back until we had the water between
us and the fire ....

"... There were but few of the offi
cers' tents left, and, if it had been
planned to burn ours, the purpose
could not have been better carried
out. The fire came straight towards
them, and nothing was left in our
pretty camp but one big wagon and
the running-gear of the ambulance.

"Only the irons that had been on
the ends of the poles were to be seen
of our tents. Beds, table, chairs,
mess-chest, everything we had for
camping was gone. . . . Desolation
was on every side; the whole country
was black with the remains of the
burned grass.'>29

In 1855 Major William Thornton
traveled the Trail to New Mexico
with a military escort and unit of re
cruits. He recorded in his diary for
July 16, 1855: "Resumed our March
at day light and encamped at 10 A.m.
about 22 Miles from the little Arkan
saw on Cow Creek. Many Buffalo
and Indians in our Neighbourhood.
At Noon a fire broke out, Caused by
neglect of Some Servants in lighting
the dry grass. The wind was high & a
[it] Spread rapidly, and in a few Mo
ments we lost all of our Company
tents and Most of the Men's Knap
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Sacks, and baggage. Also about 60
of our Muskets were badly burned,
and by the fIring of Some of them had
four Men wounded one dangerously
So. Fortunately Many of the Mus
kets had been loaded by the intro
duction of the ball before the powder,
which fortunately Saved Many
Ii ,,30ves.

Hazards were plenty, and so were
bison (buffalo). Susan Magoffin ex
pressed her views on the bison on
July 13, 1846: "Passed a great many
buffalo (some thousands) they
crossed our road frequently within
two or three hundred yards. They
are very ugly, ill-shapen things with
their long shaggy hair over thelI'
heads, and the great hump on their
backs and they look so droll run
ning. : .. They draw themselv.es i11:to
a perfect knot switching thelI' taIls
about, and throwing all feet up at
once.,,31

Matt Field, on the Trail in 1839,
recorded parts of his journal as po
etry. On July 23 he described a buf
falo hunt that took him through
Cheyenne Bottoms:
Our Bacon-box is running low,
And we are out of Buffalo,
And "Walnut Creek" is running high
And the Waggons cant get over dry.
And hints are hard of short allowance
Unless we kill a Bull or Cow hence.
So mounted soon, our way we take,
O'er hill, and hollow, plain & lake,
Lakes, some of them a good mile

wide,
Without a ripple or a tide.
And none of them too deep to wade.
They seem as they were only ma?e
To raise Flys. long grass. & mosquitos,
Those noxious little Ouriditos! [sur-

geons]
Ante meridian now is past.
And we see a Buffalo at last.
A high spot, distant. dim and bla.ck,
It might be grass, but we know hiS

back.
His hump so high. his head so low,
His lazy motions well we kno~.

High on a hill he stands agrazlng
The Sun so hot the grass seems blaz-

ing.
Around the hollow now we ride
Our figures from his view to hid~,

And cautiously we mount the hili
Where all unwarned he grazes still.
Alarmed at last, he either sees,
Or sniffs our presence in the breeze.
And now the huge beast starts to run.
And now begins the hunters fun.
Under the blazing, burning sun
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On horseback with a loaded gun.
A second now appears in view;
And four of us now chase the two.
And one escapes, the other lies
Tossing and snorting as he dies.
The first shot entered his right eye,
He turned, and 'twas our turn to fly.
But another sends him stumbling

down.
He rises. reels. and rushes on.
And now he gasps upon the ground.
And sees his hunters gather round;
Death from his left eye takes the light.
And now 'tis dark as is the right.
We tear the warm skin from his back.
His flesh we cut, his bones we hack
And once more mounted, home we

go . 32
Some fifteen mortal miles or so.

Lewis Garrard declared: "One re
markable peculiarity is there about
buffalo meat-one can eat beyond
plenitude without experiencing any
ill effects."33

Bison were food, but the wolves
were enemies. In the autumn of 1831
Albert Pike was a member of a cara
van led by Charles Bent, and Pike
described the Cimarron Desert, buf
falo, and the ubiquitous wolves: "M
ter crossing [the Arkansas], we trav
elled about twelve miles through the
sand-hills, and then came into the
broad and barren prairie again. The
prairie, however, between the Ar
kansas and Semaron . . . was not
level but rather composed of im
men~e undulations, as though it had
once been the bed of a tumultuous
ocean-a hard, dry surface of fIne
gravel, incapable, almost, of support
ing vegetation. The general. featur~s
of this whole great desert-Its stenl
ity, dryness, and unconquerable bar
renness-are the same wherever. I
have been in it. Our oxen were daI~y

decreasing in number, and o~ traIn
of wolves enlarging. I can give the
reader some idea of their number
and voracity, by informing him ~hat

one night, just at sunset, we. killed
six buffaloes, and having time to
butcher and take to camp only three,
we left the other three on the ground,
skinned and in part cut up. The next
morning there was not ~ I:Ude, a
bone or a bit of meat, WIthin fifty

, h 1 ,,34yards of t e pace.
Wolves were a possible danger,

and so were snakes and tarant~as.

A volunteer soldier in the MeXIcan
War, Philip Gooch Ferguson, th.e
company clerk of Company D, Regl-
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ment of Missouri Mounted Volun
teers, part of General S. W. Kearny's
Army of the West, recorded an en
counter with a rattlesnake on
August 7, 1846, west ~f Middle
Spring on the Cimarron RIver, pres
ent Morton County, KS.

It was on this day that he also re
corded the death of another soldier
whom Marc Simmons admonished
us all to remember when we visit
Point of Rocks near Middle Spring:
"On the seventh we passed, at the
foot of the hills near Middle spring, a
new-made grave, which the wolves
had been scratching at. Found a
piece of the head of a barrel. in the
grave, on which was wntten m pen
cil: 'John Goose, of Pa., Mo. Battal
ion' died Aug. 2d, of the bite of a ta
ra~tula, 9 days after infliction of
wound.' I have since learned that the
man belonged to Shepherd's com
pany. He went to sleep while a senti
nel on post, and the tarantula ha.d
crawled into his blanket and bIt
him."

Ferguson continued: "Stopped at
night a few miles past Middle spring.
Whilst hobbling his horse, Russell
was bitten by a rattlesnake and be
came very much alarmed. One of~he

Mexicans cured him in the followmg
manner. Made him swallow half a
pint of whiskey, then tied a cor.d
around his forefinger (the end of his
fInger being the place bitten) ~nd cut
it to the bone with a sharp knife, and
then seared or burnt the wound. His
hand was held down all night, and in
the morning all danger was pa~t.

Some of [the] boys, seeing that whis
key was important in the cure of ~
snake bite, complained to the ~eXl

can that they were bitten and WIshed
to be cured as he had cured Russell.
The Mexican, discovering the ruse,
wished to cut the flesh fIrst and ad-

. f d 1',35minister the whiskey a terwar s.
David Kellog met his rattlesnake

while hunting buffalo on Septem?er
30 1858: "Today, while crawlin~

al~ng a slight depressio~in the praI
rie to get inside the frmge of. bulls
which are always surrounding a
herd of buffalo, I heard a sudden rat
tle just where I was about to put
down my hand, and came .face-to
face with a rattle-snake coiled for
business. In my eagerness to stalk
the buffalo I had not noticed him. I
was thrilled as with an electric shock
and, bounding to my feet, I placed
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my gun against the snake and blew
him to pieces. It was an ungracious
act on my part after he had given me
fair warning, but I had but one
thought in my mind and that was to
kill that snake, and I was satisfied to
see my cows, one of which I had se
lected for my meat, go lumbering off
over the plain."36

Travelers were fascinated with
prairie dogs. On July 19, 1851, Katie
Bowen wrote from her camp at Cow
Creek: "For several days we have
been passing through "dog towns."
They cover acres and acres, little
holes a few feet apart and deeper
than anyone knows. We tried this
morning to drown some out and
poured many buckets full of water
into their holes without any success.
While running down the water
sounded 20 or 30 feet below the sur
face. They are as big as kittens a
week or two old and when we ap
proach, sit at the opening of their
holes and bark right sharply, wag
their little tails and disappear. We
frequently see owls sitting on their
holes and are told that with the rat
tlesnake, they form a charming soci
ety in their houses."37

One of the most irritating experi
ences on the Trail was provided by
mosquitoes. Susan Magoffin, a
spoiled daughter of frontier aristoc
racy, wife of a prominent Santa Fe
trader, and pregnant young woman
in her late teens, one of the first An
glo women to cross the plains,
viewed nature along the Trail some
what differently than the men. On
the Trail between Cottonwood Creek
and the Little Arkansas River the
Magoffins encountered mosquitoes.
On June 29, 1846, they left a camp
on the prairie "after a sleepless
night, our tent was pitched in the
musquito region. . . . It was slap,
slap, all the time, from one party of
the combatants, while the others
came with a buz and a bite." The next
evening was worse.

"Now, about dark, we came into
the musquito regions, and I found to
my great horror that I have been
complaining all this time for noth
ing, yes absolutely for lwthing; for
some two or hundred or even thou
sands are nothing compared with
what we now encountered.... The
mules became perfectly frantic, and
nothing could make them stand.
They were turned out to shift for
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themselves, and Magoffin seeing no
other alternative than to remain
there all night, tied his head and
neck up with pocket handkerchiefs
and set about having the tent
stretched. I drew my feet up under
me, wrapped my shawl over my
head, till I almost smothered with
heat, and listened to the din without.
And such a noise as it was, I shall
pray ever to be preserved. Millions
upon millions were swarming
around me, and their knocking
against the carriage reminded me of
a hard rain. It was equal to any of
the plagues of Egypt. I lay almost in
a perfect stupor, the heat and stings
made me perfectly sick, till Magoffin
came to the carriage and told me to
run ifI could, with my shawl, bonnet
and shoes on (and without opening
my mouth, Jane said, for they would
choke me) straight to the bed. When I
got there they pushed me straight in
under the musquito bar, which had
been tied up in some kind of a fash
ion, and oh, dear, what a relief it was
to breathe again. There I sat in my
cage, like an imprisoned creature
frightened half to death.... On
awaking this morning I found my
forehead, arms and feet covered with
knots. They were not little red places
as musquitos generally make, but
they were knots, some of them quite
as large as a pea."38

Matt Field found inspiration to
write a poem about the mosquitoes:
We question not the great design,
Or aught that touches things divine.
But still should really like to find
For what musquitos were designed.
These hungry, bloody little creatures
They've no respect for limbs or fea-

tures.
And with their pointed needle noses,
They bite us in our evening dozes,
And such a buzzing round us keep
We can as easy fly, as Sleep.
Our blood to them I think is Brandy
They suck it in like sugar candy
And they are quick as they are thick,
You may kill a hundred at a lick.
But who the Devil wants to kill
When 'tis our own blood that we spill!
And then for every one that dies,
A hundred hungry ghosts arise.
To beat them off is all in vain,
Twice doubled they retum again
For they are quicker than the light,
And thicker-Yes-They darken night!
Poor Pill last night was fairly furious,
For the way they tortured him "was
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curious"
He tried one place, and tried another,
He smoke himself almost to smother,
He rolled thick blankets tight around

him,
And still by some strange art they

found him,
Face, fingers, feet. toes, and sconce,
He had to guard and scratch at once.
And while his hands were busy

scratching,
His enemies more work were hatching,
Till in despair, with one grand jump,
He went into the river "plumb";
And there, with water all around him
His enemies could no more wound

him.39

Several travelers mentioned mi
rag~s. After leaving Bent's Fort, fol
lowmg a delay for her miscarriage,
Susan Magoffin experienced a com
mon phenomenon of the plains on
August 9: "And for the first time I
have seen the 'Mirages' or false
ponds. It is so deceiving to the eye
that the thirsty traveler often break~
from his party with anxious eyes and
heart to gain first the long wished for
luxury, but ere he reaches the brink
it vanishes from his sight."4o

Marion Sloan Russell recalled the
mirages: "There was the desert mi
rage, a will-'o-the-wisp that beck
oned and taunted. Sometimes it
would look like a party of mounted
Indians .and the women would cry
and begm counting their children.
Sometimes it would look like a tall
castle set among the trees, or a blue
lake with waves lapping white sand.
I t danced ever before us through the
hot hours and only disappeared at
sunset."41

Marion Russell traveled the Trail
several times and retraced the old
route in her later years, long after
the railroad had replaced the wagon
road. She reflected upon her associa
tion with the old Trail: "As I write
scenes of the old trail come flooding
back to me: Places where the earth
was like a Persian rug, the lavender,
re.d and ye~owwild flowers mingling
WIth the silvery green prairie grass.
There were places where we saw
wild turkeys among the cottonwood
trees, and where the wild grapevines
ran riot. Always there were buffalo.
Someti~es. we saw them walking
slowly m smgle file along their nar
row paths on the way to some distant
water hole. The buffalo are gone
now; gone, too, the sea of grass.
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When the railroads came the old
trail was neglected. Weeds sprang
up along its rutted way. The old trail,
the long trail over which once flowed
the commerce of a nation, lives now
only in the memory of a few old
hearts. It lives there like a lovely, oft
repeated dream.,,42

Those are samples ofobservations
of nature along the Trail by those
who traveled it. Trail literature is
filled with other examples. It is a
subject worthy of further study. As
promised, in conclusion, here are
some questions to ponder regarding
the Trail and cultural perspectives
on natural history. The answers, if
there are answers, depend on each
person seeking to know more about
nature along the Trail.

How did each culture adapt to the
forces of nature? Did they accommo
date themselves to nature, try to
dominate it whenever possible, or a
combination of adaptations? My re
search suggests that the Indians,
perhaps of necessity and perhaps as
a result of their view of natural his
tory in which they were an integral
part, adapted best to the environ
ment of the plains. They utilized
available I'esources to achieve a vi
able civilization that lasted hun
dreds of years and which was de
stroyed by the Euro-Americans who
came and decided the Indians were
not making good use of the land and
took it from them. An Indian once
said that Indians knew better than
to build homes on the flood plain but
whites came and built next to the
river and then built dams to control
the river. There were different per
spectives.

This relates to a second question,
did these cultures view themselves
as part of nature or as superior to
and therefore "authorized" to exploit
natural resources regardless of the
consequences? Clearly, it seems, the
level of technology of the three cul
tures affected their ability to exploit
resources, but there was also a dif
ferent attitude among Indian socie
ties than among European people.
Over time, partly because of trade,
Indian societies became more like
those of the dominant Euro
American culture.

How did the differing views of na
ture affect social relations among the
three cultures. For example, how
was the slaughter of the buffalo seen
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by each society, and how did this af
fect relations? Because of their per
spective on natural history, the Indi
ans were slow to object to Euro
American exploitation. By the time
they realized what was happening
and retaliated, it was too late for
them to stop the conquest of their
lands and cultures.

How did differing views of nature
contribute to warfare? This was ref
erenced in the first portion of this es
say, the inability of each culture to
understand the other. Surely that
failing created misunderstandings
that led to conflict. How did the three
cultures view protection or destruc
tion of the environment along the
Trail? How did the various levels of
technology of these cultures affect
how they viewed nature? How do the
various perspectives of nature and
natural history help provide a better
understanding of Santa Fe Trail his
tory? Do some of those 19th-century
views of nature continue to the pres
ent? If so, to what effect? And, fi
nally, a question we all need to pon
der, what is the proper relationship
of humans to the rest of the natural
world? The future of civilization and,
possibly, life itself depends on how
societies throughout the world de
cide this endless problem.

As we contemplate such questions
and think about the cultural atti
tudes toward nature, maybe we can
gain a better understanding of the
history of the Santa Fe Trail and the
various perspectives on natural his
tory. Rendezvous 2000 was a begin
ning. This topic deserves further
study, not just to gain a better under
standing of the past but to be better
prepared for the future. Today, as in
Trail days, one may hide but cannot
escape the overwhelming forces of
the multifaceted phenomena of the
natural world: geography, geology,
plants, animals, weather, and astro
nomical events.
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account in less than 100 pages than
what Dary does in over 300.

For the legends, read storytellers
Henry Inman and Stanley Vestal
(Henry Inman, The Old Santa Fe
Trail: The Story of a Great Highway,
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1897;
Stanley Vestal, The Old Santa Fe
Trail, Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1939). Both tell wonderful stories
and legends of questionable veracity,
but you know they are legends.

There is value in Dary's book. Get
it from the library and look on every
page for misstatements, wrong infor
mation, and bad writing. You won't
be disappointed. And ifyou check the
facts like Dary didn't, you will learn
more about the Trail. Read it at your
chapter meetings and give a prize to
the first one who notes a mistake and
why it is a mistake. But bring plenty
of prizes, you'll need a lot of them.

-Harry C. Myers

Tom Dunlay, Kit Carson & the Indi
ans. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 2000. Pp. xx + 525. Illustra
tions, notes, index. Cloth, $45.00.

Kit Carson's career in the Ameri
can West was at many points closely
identified with the Santa Fe Trail. In
a number ofcases, while on the Trail,
he faced confrontation or even con
flict with Indians, for example at
such places as Pawnee Rock, at a
camp west of Fort Dodge, and Max
well's ranch at Rayado, NM.

The subject of Dunlay's towering
book is Kit's attitude and conduct to
ward Indian people during his resi
dency on the frontier. He successive
ly married two Indian wives; served
as government agent for three tribes;
and campaigned against hostiles,
first as a scout and afterward as a
solder and a troop commander.

Readers are urged by the author
to judge Kit's behavior in the context
of his own time, and to heed evi
dence, such as that provided by con
temporary writers, who formed opin
ions of his character based upon
first-hand observations. This is a
challenging and engrossing book,
one that will help us achieve a better
understanding of the westerning ex
perience, and will also aid in coun
tering some of the revisionist non
sense of our day. Reliable and
strongly recommended.

-Marc Simmons

38. Drumm, Down the Santa Fe Trail, 31, 33
34.

39. Sunder, Matt Field on the Santa Fe Trail,
18-19.

40. Drumm, Down the Santa Fe Trail, 72.
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CONVERSE OF THE PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

David Dary, The Santa Fe Trail, Its
History, Legends, and Lore. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2000. Pp. xii +
368. Maps, illustrations, glossary,
notes, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$30.00.

In a recent interview in the Albu
querque Journal (11/26/00, section
F, page 8) David Dary says he would
rather "be known as a journalist
than a Scholar historian. 'I'm not a
revisionist historian. '" If being a
journalist means pedestrian writing,
questionable facts on almost every
page, and the writing of a history
that would not have been current 20
years ago, then Dary succeeds as a
"journalist." But in reality he fails as
a historian and as a journalist.

His account of the Santa Fe Trail
is a straight chronological account of
who went where in which year. We
get no understanding of why the
Trail came about and the forces in
Mexico and the United States that at
first did not allow the Trail to exist
and then the changes that allowed it
to flourish. Since the publication of
Wagon Tracks over ten years ago,
and the establishment of the Na
tional Historic Trail, the amount of
new information on the Santa Fe
Trail has exploded.

We know more about the nature of
the trade. We know more about who
came and went and are beginning to
understand better why all this took
place. Dary does not acknowledge
any of that new information. On the
afternoon of November 13, 1821,
William Becknell and five others
were met just south of present Las
Vegas, New Mexico, by Captain Don
Pedro Ignacio Gallego and over 450
regular soldiers, militia, and Pueblo
Indians searching for Comanche In
dians who had raided the cattle herd
at San Miguel del Vado. This excit
ing encounter is ignored by Dary

with no good excuse. He was alerted
to this encounter after he spoke at
the 1996 SFT Rendezvous by myself.

He has sprinkled the text with a
liberal number of errors. A few ex
amples: Pedro Vial is credited with
making peace with the Comanches
(p. 44) without mention of Governor
Juan de Anza's 1779 victory over the
Comanches that really led to peace.
We learn that Jedediah Smith in
1822 had been over the Dry Route to
Santa Fe and convinced William
Becknell that wagons could be taken
over the trail (p. 76). Never mind
that Smith, in his own reminis
cences, mentions nothing at all
about this significant occurrence.
Dary exhibits no understanding of
the import tax situation in New Mex
ico when he says that the tax was
computed on the arbitrary value set
by Mexican officials (p. 107). The tax
or duties set in 1824 were clearly an
established amount based on the
value of the goods imported..

Dary missed the first name of
[Robert] McNees who with Daniel
Munro was killed in 1828 at what be
came known as McNees Creek (p.
Ill). He says that it was "Samuel"
who was killed and that both Robert
who was killed and Munro who was
still alive were taken to Upper Ci
marron Springs and buried. It was
only Munro who was carried on,
died, and was buried at the Springs.

You could say that the book is po
litically incorrect in that it gives no
understanding of the people of the
Southwest, but it gives no under
standing of the Anglo-Americans or
anyone else on the Trail. We learn in
the final chapter that the SFT's true
significance is Santa Fe, NM, as a
modern-day tourist destination.

If you want to read a compelling
story of the high adventure of the
Trail, Robert L. Duffus's The Santa
Fe Trail (New York: Longmans,
Green & Co., 1930), even though
published in 1930, cannot be beat. If
you want a good history of the Trail,
Bill Brown's 1963 study (William E.
Brown, The NPS 1963 Historic Sites
Survey, Santa Fe Trail, St. Louis:
Patrice Press, 1988) provides a con
cise overview and one more accurate
in 1963 than Dary's in 2000. Marc
Simmons's essay on the Trail, con
tained in Along the Santa Fe Trail,
(Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1986), gives a better

• • • •
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THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(Please keep sending those newslet
ters, your important dates, and hap
penings to Anna Belle Cartwright,
SFTA Museums Coordinator, 5317
Charlotte St, Kansas City MO 64110,
e-mail <Acartwrght@aol.com>.)

New Faces

Last month the staff at Bent's Old
Fort NHS welcomed a new activities
director, Michelle Oehmichen (O-mi
ken). She brings to her job an im
pressive range of worldly experience,
from Walt Disney World to the Peace
Corps in Slovakia, to consulting for
the NPS. Outreach-oriented right
now, Michelle is working on a plan
for visiting area schools with mate
rial that supplements curriculums.

She is developing an imaginative
concept for providing verbal tours on
the Amtrak train's run between La
Junta, CO, and Albuquerque, NM.
Trails, history, geography, and local
lore will be the focus for the Rails
Program as rangers and volunteers
ride the rails in February or March
to do a feasibility study. Michelle
says, "We'll ride the train a few times
and try to get an assessment of
what's out there. Our goal at first is
to recruit volunteers, then later,
more volunteers if the project is suc
cessful."

A welcoming reception was held
on Sunday, January 14, for Beth
Loecke (Lucky), new director at the
Shawnee Indian Mission State His
toric Site in Fairway, KS, but the
honoree had to stay home with a
cold. This writer caught her by
phone, however, in the next few
days, and she was able to give a clear
picture of goals for the site. Long
Term Goals: To find funding for a
major restoration of the site's three
large brick buildings (classrooms
and dormitories for young Shawnee
Indians, 1839-1854) and to expand
and enlarge exhibits, including more
exhibits about American Indian
tribes. Short Term Goals: She ex
plains, 'We need to make ourselves
more visible in the community and
we need to increase our offerings.
One new offering has been to intro
duce 4th graders to, 'A Day in the
Life of a Mission Student.' We have
six schools coming for six days in
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April." Students on site will trade
their name for one taken from an old
class roster in the same way that In
dian students had to give up their
tribal names for Anglo-American
ones. The children will be introduced
to the Indian curriculum of domestic
and vocational studies: farming,
woodworking, and shoemaking for
the boys and sewing, cooking, spin
ning, and weaving for the girls. Beth
Loecke, with extensive experience in
Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois histori
cal agencies and armed with a Mas
ter's Degree in Historical Admin
istration already has a good start in
making her goals at the Shawnee
Mission come true.

The National Frontier Trails Cen
ter in Independence, MO, is pleased
to welcome Susan E. Church as
Events and Education Coordinator,
a new position for the Center. Susan
"hit the ground running" in early
January and already has plans in
the works for a new exhibit entitled
"Packing Up, Pulling Out: 200 Years
of Trunks and Traveling Cases,"
scheduled to open at the end of J anu
ary. The exhibit takes a look at how
trunks, cases, and luggage, used to
carry a traveler's personal effects,
have changed over the past two cen
turies. Good luck with all your en
deavors, Susan!

Keeping Your Past

Most folks who enjoy history and
museum personnel who work with
history on a daily basis usually find
themselves the collectors of all sorts
of paper records, documents, and
photos. The Kansas City Area Archi
vists have published a booklet to
help extend the life of your paper
goods: Keeping Your Past, A Basic
Guide to Preserving Family Papers
and Photos, is a 22-page book that
addresses many paper problems
such as mold or brittleness and ad
vises on proper storage and encapsu
lation. There is even a section on
tape preservation. The price of $12
includes postage. Order from West
ern History Manuscripts Collection,
University of Missouri at Kansas
City, 5100 Rockhill Rd,· Kansas City
MO 64110.

Laura's 134th Birthday

It's a yearly event now. At Cave
Springs Interpretive Center in Kan
sas City, when February 7 rolls
around, it is time to remember the
writings of Laura Ingalls Wilder and
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celebrate her birthday. The Center
also presents an exhibit, Laura In
galls Wilder: A Pioneer Life, January
15 to March 31, 2001. The display
features portraits of the Ingalls fam
ily and flils exhibit cases with 19th

century artifacts that help to bring
their pioneering adventures into fo
cus. Cave Springs is located right on
the Santa Fe Trail and the spring
there, still running clear, was used
as a Trail campsite. This nature cen
ter is a delightful place to take a
walk in the woods any time of the
year. Phone (816) 358-2283.

Trinidad

Director Paula Manini at the
Trinidad History Museum writes to
remind us that Tuesday, May 1, is
opening day for the 2001 season. The
unique complex consists of the Baca
House, Bloom Mansion, Santa Fe
Trail Museum, historic gardens and
museum bookstore. It will be open
until September 30 (everyday in
cluding weekends and holidays)
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.. A property of
the Colorado Historical Society, ad
mission is charged.

Paula asks that the following in
formation be listed: The Trinidad
History Museum is expanding its
"Trinidad and Santa Fe Trail Infor
mation Center." The new center will
have brochure racks but, because of
limited space, can only display bro
chures for nonprofit Trail sites.
Space will also accommodate a single
brochure with lodging and restau
rant information from a local Cham
ber of Commerce in a Trail commu
nity. There is not enough space for
brochures for individual lodging es
tablishments, restaurants, or other
commercial businesses. If you are
with a Trail site or local Chamber of
Commerce, please send 500 copies of
your brochure to the Trinidad His
tory Museum, PO Box 377 (300 E
Main Street), Trinidad CO 81082.
Call (719) 846-7217 for more infor
mation.

Saturday, May 12, the Muse
um's Trinidad and Santa Fe Trail In
formation Center will be dedicated to
celebrate National Historic Preser
vation Week. The Center is located
at the main entrance, in the Barlgow
Building at 300 Main St. On display:
Historic Colorado photos taken by
Henry Jackson and contemporary
photos of the same locations by John
Fielder. Free Admission too.
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. ~f

English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

This poem, "Metamorphosis" by
Alison Irvin, was published in Sun
set Magazine in December 1926.
Like its companion piece from the
last issue of WT, "Hill Trails" by Ted
Olson, it was found in the Margaret
Long Collection at the University of
Colorado Archives.

"Metamorphosis" speaks to the
experience of Trail travelers,. their
extraordinary change-as if by
magic, as if by sorcery-their very
transformation to admirers of the
space and culture of the West "where
few men have met," filled with "the
purple mesa." The poet draws on all
the senses as she sketches adobe
houses, creates images of "rainbow
bright serapes," and remarks upon
"sunshine all day long." This trans
formation is accompanied by sing
ing, "the [New] Mexican's high thin
song," and by color, a "June-sky
blue," and by the smell of a fireplace
burning. Do we smell pine or sage?

In contrast, the writer's previous
love, the "sea at dawn" is colorless or
"pale platinum" and only a part of
the moon its "crescent," is reflected
in the ev~r-moving waves. In staid
full light, "sunshine all day long," the
writer muses that the old rippling
memory is "dimmer." Marc Simmons
accounts for the "hill trail" traveler's
metamorphosis in Following the
Santa Fe Trail: A Guide for Modern
Travelers (p. xiv): "one must take
into account the magic and beauty
that persists in much of the land
scape through which the Santa Fe
Trail passes."

The literature of the Santa Fe
Trail is filled with similar accounts
of transformation. Perhaps today's
traveler might describe his or her
"metamorphosis." We Trail followers
are listening.
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Metamorphosis
by AIison Irvin

How could I change so SUddenly,
Iwho have always loved the sea?

Someway the memory's dimmer
Of the sea at dawn,
And the wave's pale platinum tracery
Of a moon's silver crescent;
Now, instead, I'm loving
Deserts at sunset,
Hill-trails, etched in 'dobe.
Where few men have met;
Little low mud houses
Trimmed with June-sky blue,
A fireplace in the corner
With a faulty flue;
Rainbow-bright serapes,
Sunshine all day long.
A flat round purple mesa,
A Mexican's high thin song-

Oh, I am glad I have changed, and
suddenly,

'Though I had always loved the sea.

OUR HALLOWED MONUMENT
by Marc Simmons

(This column appeared in the Santa
Fe Reporter, August 16-22, 2000,
and is reprinted here with special
thanks to Simmons.)

I have lost count of the number of
times over the last 30 years that I
and other historians have been
obliged to rescue the Soldier's Monu
ment in the center of the [Santa Fe]
Plaza from destruction or removal.
That appears odd since it is one of
the city's most sacred treasures.

The latest flap seems to have been
initiated by a young lady, a new
comer, who according to the press
wants the obelisk done away with
because she and other peace-minded
people are horrified at seeing some
thing "dedicated to the domination of
federal troops over native people."

Of course, the monument is not
"dedicated" to any such thing. Like
most advocates of removal, she
seems never to have read the inscrip
tion, or ifshe has, to have completely
missed its historical meaning. In fact
it is a memorial, honoring people
who gave their lives in defense of
New Mexico. Their number included
native Santa Feans who died heroi
cally at the Civil War battle of Val
verde, trying to repel a Confederate
invasion.

More startling was the subse
quent call by the local chapter of the
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NAACP for the obelisk's removal be
cause it was found offensive to Indi
ans. Again, one has to wonder if
there was any serious reading of the
text.

In this column recently, I quoted
Major Rafael Chacon who was in the
thick of the hand-to-hand combat at
Valverde with his volunteer regi
ment. We fought like fury, he said,
and the ground was soaked with
blood, a horrible sight to see. The
men who perished that day did so
under a flag whose cause included
the abolition of slavery. Therefore, I
would expect the NAACP to have
joined in protecting the plain, un
lovely Plaza monument that stands
as the only physical memento of
their supreme sacrifice.

One of the obelisk's inset marble
tablets memorializes others who lost
their lives in battles with Indians.
The original text read "savage Indi
ans," which, like it or not, was how
survivors regarded the particular
killers of their friends and relatives.
The "offending" word, was chiseled
away by a vandal in 1974, and only
the ugly scar remains. There is no
single word now that could possibly
be considered offensive. The refer
ence to those who perished in the
battles with Indians is simply a non
judgmental statement of historical
fact.

The monument properly belongs
to the people of New Mexico, rather
than to the city of Santa Fe, its care
taker. First authorized by the terri
torial legislature in 1866, it was
funded by a public appropriation of
$1,500. The new memorial shows up
in some of the earliest photographs
of the Plaza. In several of those im
ages, it is flanked by wagon trains
newly arrived over the Santa Fe
Trail. Old soldiers and statesmen
like Colonel Diego Archuleta and
Governor Donaciano Vigil, had their
pictures taken in front of the pillar in
the 1870s and 1880s.

The Soldier's Monument, in place
now for 132 years, has assumed con
siderable historical as well as senti
mental value. It is the only truly
authentic relic left on the Plaza, eve
rything else, including the Gover
nor's Palace, have been drastically
altered in the 20th century.

That the issue of the obelisk's
preservation keeps recurring sug-
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gests to me that Santa Fe's interest
in its own history may only be skin
deep. Many see the past as valuable
solely for the commercial opportuni
ties it offers. Other, as in the present
case, view history simply as a re
source to be exploited in the promo
tion of their own social agendas.

An example of the latter was seen
last year in the "Obelisk to the He
roes," installed on the Old Santa Fe
Trail. Touted as a parody of the
Plaza obelisk and as a metaphor for
"people's history," it was also misrep
resented, I believe, as a work of"art."
How could anyone of sensitivity ap
prove a project that slurs the mem
ory of men who gave their lives in
battles that led to the banishing
slavery? It is disgraceful.

Visit the old abandoned State Ar
chives building on Montezuma
Street. Across the front, these words
can still be read: "A nation that for
gets its past has no future." It's
something to think about.

OLD NEW MEXICANISMS
by Marc Simmons

(This column appeared in Albuquer
que Prime Time April 8, 2000, and is
reprinted here with special thanks to
Simmons.)

I'VE long considered the variant of
the Spanish language spoken in New
Mexico to be one of our country's
great cultural treasures. The local
speech is rich in pronunciations and
vocabulary that are unique, having
evolved in place over the past 400
years.

I find especially fascinating those
regional words whose meanings are
closely connected to our history. Col
lecting and studying such New Mexi
canisms gives us small glimpses into
a way of life, now largely gone.

Take the old word "coi," borrowed
from the Tewa language north of
Santa Fe. In the 18th century, it was
part of everyday speech here. Coi
was the name Spanish-speakers
used for the first story, or floor, of
multi-level Indian pueblos.

In the early days, remember, the
first floor had no windows or doors.
Outside ladders gave access to the
roof and to the stair-stepped stories
above. This arrangement allowed for
the drawing up of ladders in case of
attack, whereupon the pueblo be-
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came an effective fort.
The coi could be entered only

through a trap door in the roof, as ki
vas are today. Its dark chamber was
not suitable for daily living so it
served the residents as a storage
area, particularly as a granary.

By 1870 or so, the pueblos were no
longer subject to attack, so doors and
windows were opened in their first
floors and the interior space con
verted to apartments, like those
above. The word coi dropped from
used and within a generation it was
forgotten.

Another term, having a somewhat
similar history, was "genizaro," re
ferring to Indians, captured and ran
somed, who were assimilated into
New Mexican society. The royal gov
ernment allowed them to establish
their own communities on the fron
tier. Belen, Abiquiu, and San Miguel
began as genizaro towns.

Hispanos looked down upon them,
as being crude and rustic bumpkins.
A mother might admonish her
naughty child: "Hijito. No seas
genizaro," (that is, "Son. Don't act
like a genizaro"). The meaning of
that archaic expression would not be
understood at present.

One of the most New Mexican of
all words is cibola, preserved as a
place name in Cibola National For
est and Cibola County. Coronado in
1540 knew the cluster of Zuni pueb
los as the Province of Cibola.
Strangely, cibola (or cibolo) also be
came the regional name for buffalo.

The Spanish language did not
have a word for that New World ani
mal, so when it was encountered on
the northern frontier, pioneer folk
called it simply a "vaca de Cibola,"
or, in other words, a Cibola Province
cow. By the 17th century, cibola alone
had come to mean buffalo, and buf
falo hunters were known as cibole
ros.

The reddish-brown American elk
also presented a problem. Spanish
lacked a name for this creature, too.
So here in New Mexico, it was called
an "alazan venado," signifying a
"sorrel deer."

Elk were considered so exotic that
the King ordered New Mexicans in
the 1780s to capture several and ship
them to Spain. They finally arrived
and were placed on display at the Re
tiro Park in downtown Madrid.
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Punche is a New Mexicanism still
used today. It is a native tobacco long
grown in the Rio Grande Valley. Co
lonial settlers produced large quanti
ties for the Indian trade. Corn husk
cigarettes made with punche were
pretty strong, but the plant also had
value as a folk medicine, which is
why a few old-timers continue to
raise a bit of it, and the word sur
vives.

In standard Spanish, the term for
dusty or dust cloud is polvareda. But
in New Mexico it became "cor
rupted," as language scholars say,
when the local people transposed the
two final consonants to produce pol
vadera. (Actually, the new word
sounds better to the ear).

A small village north of Socorro is
called Polvadera. According to leg
end, the first settlers were debating
what to call their new community,
when the Lord spoke to them, saying
that if it did not rain by August 10,
the land would become a desert.

As it happened, the rain did not
come. Hence, the village fathers de
cided that it was appropriate to
name their creation Polvadera
(Dusty).

Sadly, our New Mexican Spanish
is slipping away. Many young people
do not speak it at all. Once lost, this
treasure will be impossible to re
cover.

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

I was especially interested in the
letters regarding the Sand Creek
Massacre in the last Wagon Tracks.
Silas Soule, author of one of the let
ters, was my grandfather's brother.
Malcolm Strom who submitted the
letters is my youngest sister's hus
band. The Soule family in America
goes back to George Soule of the
Mayflower. Byron Strom, my
nephew in Des Moines, Iowa, is an
authority on Silas Soule.

Silas Soule was born in Maine on
July 26, 1838. In 1854 his father,
Amasa Soule, and older brother, Wil
liam Lloyd Garrison Soule, came to
Lawrence, Kansas, with the Emi
grant Aid Society. The next year Si
las and his mother (my grand
mother) and his sisters, Emily and
Annie, followed. In 1859 Silas was a
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HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

times tumbling against the cattle &
waggon wheels & narrowly escaping
being run over. Many men have lost
their lives by riding on their waggon
tongues, & falling under the wheels
when asleep. However, sleep we must,
live or die, & sleep we did every man of
us, on our waggon tongues for miles.
Many a man has sworn off & left the
Plains forever, on account of the
dreaded Horn Alley.

Gregory M. Franzwa and Kath
leen A. Colyer were married on De
cember 23, 2000, at Tucson, AZ.
Kathy is a retired teacher. He is the
author of many books, including sev
eral on the Santa Fe Trail, owns and
operates The Patrice Press, and pub
lishes the quarterly folio. Greg re
ceived the SFTA Award of Merit in
1986 and the Rittenhouse Award for
lifetime achievement in 1999. Con
gratulations and best wishes.

• • • •
The National Frontier Trails Cen

ter, Independence, MO, is working
on a plan to expand facilities and ex
hibits. Recently new signs advertis
ing the Trails Center were placed
along Interstate 435. Director John

••••

When the six western chapters
met at Clayton, NM, in July, Texas
Panhandle Chapter President Kathy
Revett and End of the Trail Chapter
President Tom Steel showed up in
identical cars purchased from the
same dealer and salesman in Albu
querque. They took pictures of the
cars near some Trail ruts in the
grasslands near Clayton. The latest
issue of the Subaru Company quar
terly, Drive Magazine, distributed to
Subaru owners, has the photo, a few
words about the meeting, and the
SFTA address for anyone interested.
Perhaps there will be world-wide
inquires for SFTA membership.

• • • •
Texas Panhandle Chapter Presi

dent Kathy Revett was married to
Bill Wade in November. He is retired
from the Air Force and now serves as
a Methodist minister. They reside at
1615 Bryan Place #14, Amarillo, TX,
79102. Congratulations and best
wishes.

David Maron
<demaron@yahoo.com>

mation about Wetmore. If anyone
knows where more may be found, I
would appreciate hearing from
them.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS
HORN ALLEY

SFTA Ambassador Jesse Scott,
Garden City, KS, recently obtained a
copy of a manuscript in which the
term "Horn Alley" is mentioned
three times. The term "Horn Alley,"
an English corruption of the Spanish
"Jornada" used to describe the so
called "desert" between the Arkan
sas and Cimarron rivers (sometimes
referred to as "La Jornada del
Muerto" or "The Journey of Death"),
appeared in many accounts of travel
on the Santa Fe Trail. The following
excerpt is from a manuscript entitled
"A Familiar Discription of the West"
by C. T. Garland. This manuscript
covers a trip on the Trail in 1846 but
was apparently written some time
later. The quotation below takes up
at the crossing of the Arkansas.

100 miles from the Big Bend we
forded the Arkansas at the lower cross
ing, with 16 yoke of cattle to a waggon.
After five days travel up the south bank
of the river, we left the country of grass
& water & after a hard pull up the san
dhills separating the bottom from the
desert plains we struck the "Hom Alley."
This is a desert, 60 miles wide, between
the As. & Cn. It is destitute of water &
grass, except in the rainy season in the
fall. It is a high level plain, terminated
by sand hills, which separate it from
river bottoms. The road over it is very
hard, but not sandy or stony. The "bat
tle ground," seventeen miles from the
sand hills, is a camping place with
some water in the rainy season. Some
miles further on is the "Bone Yard,"
where a few years since, a whole train
of cattle, more than 360 in number,
froze to death in the month of Oct. A
few miles more takes us to Sand Creek,
where there is water only in the wet
season. There is some grass here, which
is eagerly cropped by cattle which
have pulled 50 miles without a bite. 10
miles more of desert carry us over the
Horn Alley. The hardships endured by
men & cattle in crossing this 60 mile
desert, cannot be imagined nor dis
cribed. We have to cross in 36 hours,
two nights & one day, as the cattle
cannot stand more than one hot day
without grass or water. We used to
sleep walking along the road, some-

member of the group known as the
"Immortal Ten" who rescued Dr.
John Doy, an abolitionist who was
captured while conducting escaping
slaves on the Underground Railroad
through Kansas Territory and taken
to Missouri and imprisoned in a St.
Joseph jail. The daring rescue was
successful and remains a fascinating
story from the days of border war
fare.

Silas joined the army during the
Civil War. He refused to participate
in Chivington's massacre of Indians
at Sand Creek. He married Hersa
Ann Coberly of Denver on April 1,
1865. He was assassinated April 23,
1865, while on duty in Denver. I ap
preciate seeing his letter objecting to
the massacre of Indians.

Katharine B. Kelley
PO Box 43

Baldwin City, KS 66006
Editor's Note: Katharine Kelley is a
charter member and life member of
SFTA. She received a SFTA Award
of Merit in 1986 and was named a
SFTA Ambassador in 1989.
Editor:

I recently received a copy of the
February 2000 Wagon Tracks, with
the Alphonso Wetmore letters which
I provided to Les Vilda who contrib
uted them to your publication. I was
surprised to see all the information
about Wetmore, and I would appreci
ate any additional information you
may have.

There are a few corrections to be
made. The file the letters came from
is National Archives Record Group
92, Consolidated Correspondence
File, Quartermaster General's Of
fice. I wrote the wrong file when I
sent the material to Les. Also, in the
first letter, Wetmore refers to "my
friend and pritchen" which I believe
refers to someone who is almost con
sidered family.

An aside in regard to the second
letter, an officer who Bennet Riley
served with while at Fort Atkinson
was also on the caravan escort. This
was Lieutenant Joseph Pentland. In
the scrape Wetmore describes, Lieut.
Pentland apparently did not give a
good showing as an officer, as Riley
had him before a General Court Mar
tial for cowardice after they re
turned, and he was dismissed from
the service as a result.

I keep looking for additional infor-
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Mark Lambertson hopes the signs
will bring additional visitors to the
museum.

The Morton County Historical
Museum, Elkhart, KS, has acquired
a full-sized mounted buffalo which is
on exhibit in the Santa Fe Trail
Room. Artist Charles Goslin will
soon begin painting the background
mural which will feature the prairie
and a buffalo herd. The mural will
blend with the adjacent exhibit and
mural by Goslin of a traders' caravan

H. Denny Davis, Fayette, MO,
longtime SFTA member and leader
of the Franklin, MO, efforts to be in
cluded in the SFNHT, has retired
from more than 50 years in journal
ism and sold his newspapers (The
Fayette Advertiser and the
Democratic-Leader) to James H.
Steele. Davis owned and published
these newspapers for 17 years.
Happy retirement Denny.

•

•

••

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Most of southern Kansas, includ
ing many communities along the
Santa Fe Trail, has a new telephone
area code. The Wichita area retains
the 316 while other areas that were
316 are now 620 area code.

A new Kaw Mission State Historic
Site website, "An Intersection ofCul
tures" designed by Deb Pryor ofKan
sas State University, is now online at
<www.kawmission.org>.Itincludes
information on the Santa Fe Trail.

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

The October 14, 2000, meeting
was called to order by President
Blakeley in the Santa Fe Trail Room
in the Morton County Museum in
Elkhart, KS, with 24 members
present. Following lunch a program
of "music on the trail now and then"
was provided by William Higgins
and his computerized piano and
Robin Koonce and her fiddle.

Blakeley reported on the many fa
vorable comments received about the
six western chapter meeting held in
Clayton, NM, in July. Helen Brown
reported on recommendation of the
SFTA Board that the number of
board members from each state re
main the same with a board member
being appointed from Texas. This
recommendation will be voted by the
membership at the symposium in
Las Vegas, NM, in September 2001.

On behalf of the Union County
Historical Society, Blakeley intro
duced Aletha Lawrence, the new di
rector of the Herzstein Memorial
Museum in Clayton, NM.

Helen Brown, representing the
Morton County Historical Society,
reported on the grant received from

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

teacher). Membership in the FKH is
$10 per year for individuals and $20
for families.

The December 2000 issue of Wild
West Magazine has an article on
"Rayado, Kit Carson and Lucien
Maxwell's Pioneer Ranch." Rayado
was on the Mountain Route of the
SFT.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

and freight wagon. They hope it is
completed in time for the Grassland
Heritage Festival planned for the
end of May and early June .

• • • •
Congratulations to Dan and Carol

Sharp on the tenth anniversary of
their agreement with the National
Park Service that designated Auto
graph Rock as the first certified site
on the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail. This agreement has been a
cooperative effort to preserve the site
and provide limited access for
visitors.

The National Frontier Trails Cen
ter opened a new exhibit on Febru
ary 8: "Packing Up-Pulling Out: 200
Years of Trunks and Traveling
Cases."

Longtime editor of the Cimarron
Cutoff Chapter Newsletter, Phyllis
Randolph (Director of the Cimarron
Heritage Center, Boise City, OK),
announced her resignation as editor
with the January 2001 issue. Thank
you, Phyllis, for the your years of
dedicated work.

Hal Jackson has completed the re
visions for the third edition of Marc
Simmons's Following the Santa Fe
Trail: A Guide for Modern Travelers,
scheduled for publication by Ancient
City Press in May 2001.

• • • •
The National Frontier Trails Cen-

ter, Independence, MO, has ar
ranged with the Mormon Visitor's
Center to show the film A Legacy
More Precious than Gold, the story of
the Mormon Battalion in the Mexi
can War, including the march over
the Santa Fe Trail. The film may be
seen on request at the NFTC.

• • • •
Marc Simmons recently donated a

molinillo to the National Frontier
Trails Center museum. This is a
wooden beater used to mix chocolate
and give it a froth. It complements
another of the museum's recent ac
quisitions, a copper chocolatero in
which chocolate is prepared.

• • • •
The Friends of Kaw Heritage, a

friends support group for the Kaw
Mission, the Kaw Nation, and Coun
cil Grove, and sponsor of a series of
programs called "Kaw Mission Coun
cils," publishes a nice newsletter,
Tah-Po-Ska (Kaw word meaning

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Amelia Flanders died last Novem
ber at her home in Kanopolis, KS,
which was the commanding officer's
quarters at Fort Harker on the Fort
Riley-Fort Larned Road of the Santa
Fe Trail network. This historic build
ing is now for sale. It should be re
stored to its historic condition and
made part of the Fort Harker mu
seum complex.

• • • •
Congress increased funding for

National Scenic and Historic Trails
for fiscal year 2001. The Santa Fe
National Historic Trail is one of
those to benefit from the increase.

• • • •
Congress has established two new

national historic trails. The Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro runs from
Mexico City to Santa Fe, 404 miles of
which is in the U.S. The Santa Fe
Trail connected with the Camino
Real. Mexico is expected to cooperate
by protecting the sections of this his
toric route that are within that na
tion. The other new trail is Ala Ka·
hakai (Trail by the Sea) in Hawaii.

• • • •
The summer 2000 issue of Mate

rial Culture: Journal of the Pioneer
America Society contains an article
by John A. Jakle entitled "Pioneer
Roads: America's Early Twentieth
Century Named Highways," which
makes reference to routes following
the Santa Fe Trail.
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the USDA Forest Service and En
dowment for the Arts for the Grass
land Heritage Festival to be held in
the latter part of May and early
June, 2001. The festival is a cultural
program that will promote and
stress preservation of the Cimarron
National Grassland and the Santa
Fe Trail. It will begin with "A Ride
into History" program for the public
with workshop conducted for stu
dents about writing and performing
historical events. Numerous activi
ties and speakers are planned that
will feature culture, history, and the
Santa Fe Trail. The festival will end
with the St. Jude's Children's Hospi
tal Trail Ride and a cultural program
in the evening. When a program of
events is printed, each chapter will
receive information regarding the
festival.

Phyllis Randolph of the Cimarron
County Historical Society reported
on the success of their Second An
nual Living History Day, plans for a
reception to honor veterans in No
vember, and the Festival of Lights
during the holidays.

Mary Gamble reported that mem
bership in the Baca County Histori
cal Society was down, but a field trip
to Burlington was planned.

Helen Brown reported on the new
business membership drive of SFTA.
The chapter voted to continue with
the project of putting Dave Webb's
Adventure on the Santa Fe Trail in
all 5th and 6th grade classrooms,
school libraries, and public libraries
within the chapter area. Books
needed are: 11 for Cimarron County,
24 for Baca County, 9 for Morton
County, and 9 for Union County, a
total of 53 books.

After some discussion of the pipe
line installation, Bill Barnes was ap
pointed to be the liaison between the
Cimarron National Grasslands and
the Santa Fe Trail Association re
garding the preservation of the Trail.

Morris Alexander announced the
October 15 tour to Joe and Sue
Knowles' Dos Rios Ranch near
Springer, NM, to view the Canadian
River rock crossing.

The next meeting was scheduled
for January in Elkhart.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place #14
Amarillo TX 79102

February 2001

(806) 371-9309
<krevett@am.net>

In October SFTA Vice-President
Clint Chambers and his wife Siva ar
ranged for the chapter to visit the
ranch of Hank Smith (Heinrich
Schmidt), the first white rancher in
the region. Smith used part of the
SFT to get to this region. Near the
ranch is the Coronado campsite, also
on private land, but now well docu
mented and surveyed. We were able
to get a tour by the owners of the
ranch. We also visited a local heri
tage museum in Floydada, and saw
some of the Spanish artifacts.
Thanks to the Chambers and to
Georgia Mae Ericson, owner of the
Blanco Canyon Ranch and a big fan
and supporter of the Karl May west
ern novels.

The winter meeting will be in Feb
ruary, date and speaker to be deter
mined. On April 28 the chapter will
participate in Wildcat BluffPreserve
heritage day. Contact President Ka
thy Wade for details.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

The quarterly meeting was Janu
ary 12 at the Peddlers Inn Restau
rant in Ulysses.

During the fall progress has been
made on mapping the WBS Chapter.
ar.ea. President Trotman and Sy
Hileman mapped the Trail ruts as
they enter the pasture from the
northeast and head for the WBS site
area. There are some nice ruts in the
pasture, and Trotman urges visitors
to walk the ruts in the pasture. It
will take about an hour.

Another pasture located west
southwest of the WBS site may con
tain some of the best ruts in Grant
County. Trotman and Hileman
counted 13 different sets of ruts side
by side, going around a hill. Both of
these pastures are owned by Dr. Ste
ven Joyce, of Leawood, KS. A big
thanks to Steve for helping preserve
this valuable cultural resource.

Trotman and Bill Leonard also
mapped the Trail ruts and the site of
the Sand Wells Ranch in northwest
Stevens County. There were springs
on the Cimarron River on this ranch.
They have measured the distance
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from the site of the ranch to the
Lower Springs on the Cimarron
River, the distance being approxi
mately eight miles as the crow flies.
They also went to look at the signs
that the National Park Service has
at Point of Rocks in Morton County
for ideas.

To date, 34 separate positions
(waypoints) that are Santa Fe Trail
related (DAR markers, Chapter
signs, Trail ruts, etc.) have been lo
cated within the Wagonbed Springs
Chapter boundaries. More work is
needed in the Haskell County area
for Trail-related features.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Deanne Wright
PO Box 226
Council Grove KS 66846
(620) 767-7080

The chapter met on January 21,
2001, at the Kaw Mission State His
toric Site in Council Grove with 20
members and guests present. Offi
cers elected for 2001 are President
Deanne Wright, Vice-president Don
Cress, Secretary Helen Erickson
and Treasurer Joleen Day. '

Don Cress gave the history of the
chapter's first twelve years (printed
below). Deanne Wright presented
Don with a framed early map of the
Santa Fe Trail with an inscription
that read, "Donald B. Cress, Founder
and President 1988-2000, Heart of
the Flint Hills Chapter, Santa Fe
Trail Association." Chapter mem
bers thanked Don for his leadership
through the years and for his work
on the Santa Fe Trail and chapter ac
tivities.

Mter the business meeting, a pro
gram was presented by Dr. John
English, Baker University emeritus
professor of history, on "Caravans
Away! The Santa Fe Trail and the
Ancient Silk Road." He compared the
two great international trade routes.

HISTORY OF THE HEART OF
THE FLINT HILLS CHAPTER

by Donald B. Cress
The Heart of the Flint Hills Chap

ter began on June 11, 1987, as a two
day Trail ride from the Havana
school ~ouse west of Burlingame, to
142 Mile Creek, and on to Council
Grove to participate in the Wah
Shun-Gah Days parade. Our partici
pation in the parade has now become
an annual event.

Because of the success of that first
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Trail ride, a meeting was held
July 7 to plan a ride for 1988. Com
mittee members were Don Cress,
chairman, Joleen Day, secretary,
and Jack Gieswein and Dean Spit
tIes, members.

The 1988 Trail riders started at
the Osage County fishing lake, south
of Topeka, and rode west to Council
Grove for the Wah-Shun-Gah pa
rade. We then continued west on
Sunday morning and ended at Can
ton on Thursday.

The chapter officially formed on a
Sunday afternoon in August 1988 af
ter a short Trail ride to the Council
Grove City Lake for a picnic and
meeting. On November 10, 1988, the
Kansas Secretary of State issued a
charter to the Heart of the Flint Hills
Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation. The officers were President
Donald Cress, Vice-President Joyce
Noonan, and Secretary-Treasurer
Joleen Day. We were the fourth
SFTA chapter to be organized.

The chapter received a $500 loan
from the SFTA in April 1989 to pur
chase forty 12 by 18 metal signs. We
installed the Santa Fe Trail Ruts
signs where Trail ruts were visible
from the roads in Osage, Lyon, Mor
ris, and Marion counties.

At the October 8, 1989, chapter
meeting, we voted to restore the
stone barn on the county farm that
was built by Seth Hays in 1871. Fre
mont Spring and the old Santa Fe
Road lay to the south of the barn.
Due to the chapter's efforts, the Old
Stone Barn, as we called it, was
placed on the National Register of
Historic Places on February 24,
1990. On May 16, 1990, we received
a $2500 grant from the National
Park Trust for an architectural
study of the barn, and on February
28, 1992, we received a $27,620
grant from the Kansas State Histori
cal Society's Heritage Trust Fund to
stabilize the massive stone walls.
The work was completed that sum
mer by Hartman Masonry. In 1993
and 1994 we held an Old Stone Barn
Day event during Council Grove's
Santa Fe Trail Arts Festival. In 1997
the chapter received a $14,000 local
grant to put a new roof on the barn.

In 1992 the chapter took title to
the Wilmington School House on the
Santa Fe Trail, and in 1993 we made
shutters for the windows to reduce
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vandalism to the school. Weare now
involved in restoration of the school's
west wall which fell out in 1995.

In September 1994 we began in
stalling interpretive signs along the
Trail, placing the first signs at the
Trail ruts west of Council Grove. In
October we sponsored a horse sale as
a fund raiser for the chapter. In No
vember we held the first organiza
tional meeting for the 1999 SFTA
Symposium which was to be held in
Council Grove.

Interpretive signs were placed in
1995 at 142 Mile Creek and Old Al
len town site, Six Mile Stage Station,
and the Old Stone Barn.

The highlight of 1996 was the
175th Anniversary of the Santa Fe
Trail programs across Kansas. In
conjunction with the programs, we
held a Trail ride that ran from
Olathe to Larned, a total of 275
miles. A couple of die-hard members
made it on to Dodge City. Two of the
anniversary programs were held in
Council Grove. The Trail rides began
to be held in style that year with a
portable "Jack and Jenny" facility
and a 425-gallon water tank. Inter
pretive signs were placed that year
at Diamond Spring and Wilmington
School.

About thirty people from Council
Grove attended the 1997 SFTA Sym
posium in Elkhart, KS, Boise City,
OK, and Clayton, NM, in prepara
tion for hosting the 1999 SFTA Sym
posium.

A Trail ride was held in 1998 on
the Oregon Trail, starting at the Jef
frey Energy Center on May 29 and
going over 100 miles to the Rock
Creek Station near Fairbury, NE.
Earlier in May the chapter hosted a
SFTA workshop on mapping the
Trail using Global Satellite Position
ing technology.

Planning meetings for the sympo
sium were held from 1994-1997, but
our organizational work went into
high gear during 1998 and 1999,
with committee members involved
from across the community. The
symposium was held September 23
26, 1999, with Trail toUrs, lectures,
outdoor meals, entertainment, and a
performance of the ''Voices of the
Wind People" historical pageant. Ap
preciative comments were received
from many of the 365 people attend
ing the national symposium.
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Over 100 riders participated in
the 2000 Trail ride from near
Frankfort to the Jeffrey Energy
Center, up to the Skyline Scenic
Drive, to Old Highway 4, and on to
Council Grove. Nature provided a
spectacular thunderstorm for the
interest of the riders while they were
on Skyline ridge. Mapping of the
Trail began by GSP and work
continued on the Wilmington School
House.

End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
12919 Chitalpa Place
Albuquerque NM 87111
(505) 821-5805
<tomcarly@swcp.com>

On November 18, 2000, 30 mem
bers and guests attended David
Sandoval's program on the "soldado
de curia," the Presidial Soldier and
the Presidial System. He was
dressed in the uniform and
accoutrements the soldado was
required to wear. The heaviness of
the protective wear and weaponry
was incredible, making him an en
cumbered foe against the compar
atively naked and fleet Indians.
Sandoval showed slides of the
customary dress of the Mexicans in
New Mexico and played a tape of the
corridas of the time, giving listeners
a good sense of what it was like for
the Mexicans protecting their
northern frontiers. Sandoval is
Professor of Chicano StudiesIHistory
at the University of Southern
Colorado in Pueblo and recognized
authority on the history of the Santa
Fe Trail.

The January 20,2001, event had
to be canceled because of blowing
snow. In fact, the speaker, Harry
Myers, slid off the road attempting to
get to Santa Fe. Members were dis
appointed and hope Harry will be re
scheduled.

The chapter has representation
on the newly-formed Glorieta Battle
field Coalition within Pecos National
Historic Park, whose mission is
protecting the Santa Fe Trail and
Civil War battlefield within the park
through education. The most press
ing issue is rerouting NM Highway
50 which threatens the battlefield
and the Trail. The coalition is
comprised primarily of historic
preservation groups working with
local business and political groups
and the National Park Service.
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Corazon de los Caminos
President Faye Gaines
HC 60 Box 27
Springer, NM 87747
(505) 485-2473
fayegaines@yahoo.com

No report.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Lon Palmer
358 W 8th St
Hoisington KS 67544
(620) 653-2827

The fall meeting was a joint meet
ing with the Dodge CitylFort Dodgel
Cimarron Chapter at Dodge City.
The business session included re
ports of the mapping/marking com
mittee, chuck wagon committee, and
the seminar scheduled for April 28
with the Fort Larned Old Guard.
The program by Janice Klein was
about "Robert's Trunk," a collection
of Trail material available for loan to
schools.

The winter meeting was at Kins
ley, KS, on January 14, 2001. In
cluded in the business session were
reports from the seminar, chuck wa
gon, and Faye Anderson committees.
Rusti Gardner also reported on the
work of the Western Alliance which
is designing a tour of Kansas related
to the Santa Fe Trail to be marketed
to European audiences. The officers
elected for 2001 are President Lon
Palmer Vice-President Barbara
Germa~, Secretary-Treasurer Anita
Thomas, Program Director David
Clapsaddle, and past-president/Con
sultant Rusti Gardner.

The Faye Anderson Award for
2001 was presented to Larry Mix, St.
John, webmaster of the WetlDry
Routes Chapter Web Site, by Joan
Forrest of Larned, daughter of Faye
Anderson. Faye Anderson was a
faithful, outstanding, contributing
charter member of the chapter and
the originator of the famous Buffalo
Chip cookies. Among Mix's contribu
tions to the SFTA and the WetlDry
Routes Chapter are the chapter's ex
tensive web site, Trail research, and
related historical issues. He received
a SFTA Award of Merit in 1999. A
lifetime membership in the chapter
as well as a plaque accompanies the
honor.

Following the business session, a
well-received program by Ed Dowell
and Jeff Trotman was presented on
the history and present interpre-
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tation of the Lower ryvagon Bed)
Spring.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Ann Warner
10072 120 Rd
Spearville KS 67876
(620) 385-2456

The November 19 meeting at
Dodge City, a joint meeting with the
WetlDry Routes Chapter, featured a
program by Janice Klein about "Rob
ert's Trunk," a study unit about the
Trail available to schools.

The chapter is celebrating its 10th
anniversary this year. The quarterly
meeting was set for February 25 at
the Kansas Heritage Center in
Dodge City, with Heritage Center
Director Jim Sherer presenting a
program on the Santa Fe Trail
Elderhostel tour offered each year.
Other business included election of
officers.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1421 South st
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

David Dary, author of The Santa
Fe Trail, spoke on January 21, 2001,
at a joint meeting of the chapter and
the Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Center.

The annual election of officers for
MRO will be in April. The chapter
will also celebrate its 10th anniver
sary in April.

Quivira

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dale E. Brooks
316 W 16 St
Newton KS 67114
(620) 283-6454

No report.

Bent's Fort
President Mark Mitchell
Comanche National Grassland
1420 E3rd St
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-2181

The annual meeting was January
20, 2001, in Las Animas, CO. The
business meeting was followed by a
program by Alice McDonald, "Home
steading the Dry," and the history of
the black settlement south of Man
zanola. The chapter will host the six
western chapters meeting June 9-10,
2001. See article on page 1.

Wagon Tracks

COLORADO SFT PHOTOS
AVAILABLE ON CD

IN late 1998 the Bent's Fort Chap
ter of the Santa Fe Trail Association
received partial grants to obtain aer
ial photographs of all the Trail in
Colorado. This consists of 176 miles
of the Mountain Route and 14 miles
of the Cimarron Route. Nearly 600
low-level photos were taken at a
scale of approximately 1"=500'.
Every other photo was prepared into
a presentation sheet showing the
public land system (sections and
townships) for orientation purposes.
The approximate location of the
Trail alignment is also shown. Many
Trail scars are evident on the photos.
Mter additional man hours of prepa
ration, the presentation sheets are
now available on CD Rom in a "tif'
format. Any IBM compatible or
McIntosh computer with graphics
program can be used to examine the
photos. The two CD's include an in
dex map, instructions, and the photo
sheets as organized by county direc
tory.

You can order your two CD's of the
Santa Fe Trail in Colorado for $59.95
plus $4.50 shipping and handling.
Colorado residents add $2.40 sales
tax. Order from PSP Enterprises, PO
Box 357, La Junta, CO 81050. Allow
up to three weeks for delivery upon
receipt of check or money order.
Mter expenses are met, remaining
proceeds will go to Bent's Fort
Chapter's marking of the Trail
projects.

HELP WANTED I
I am seeking biographical infor

mation on a James Stokes, a traveler
on the Santa Fe Trail in 1862. He
was from Texas, but there are sev
eral James Stokes in Texas during
that time. If anyone has or can direct
me to information about this man, I
will be most grateful. Thank you.

Richard J. Ulbrich
PO Box 905

Middlebury CT 06762
• • • •

I have a collection of 16 Zane Grey
books, some dealing with the Santa
Fe Trail, which I would like to sell. If
interested, please contact me.

Evalyn Stull
PO Box 134

Chase KS 67524
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NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
Arrow Rock Craft Shop, Arrow Rock MO

65320
Kansas Trails Council, 1415 Chelle Ct, EI

Dorado KS 67042
Quarterage Hotel at Westport, 560

Westport Rd, Kansas City MO 6411 1
Westport Merchants Association, 4123

Mill St, Kansas City MO 64111

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Cherie & Steve Birkbeck, 805 Liberty,

Clay Center KS 67432
Philip & Elaine Fallon, 19 S Lenox St,

Worcester MA 01602
Yvonne & Patrick O'Brien, RR 1 Box 19A,

Cimarron NM 87714

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Bill Bockius, 2605 Robin Lane, Musko

gee OK 74403
AIan Bradford, 122 Park Ave, Santa Fe

NM87501
Leonard Goldberg, 2607 Arlington Blvd

# 101, Ar1ington VA 22201
Joe Knowles, Dos Rios Ranch, Springer

NM 87747
Beverly K. Nicholson, 9449 SW Stewart

Rd, Wakarusa KS 66546
J. Doug Ryan, 29951 Happy Sparrow

Lane, Laguna Niguel CA 92677
C. D. O'Leary-Siemer, 2227 Utah NE, M

buquerque NM 87110
Chuck Sawyer, 4521 E Michigan Ave,

Phoenix AZ 85032
Clive Gregory Siegle, 9908 Shoreview,

Dallas TX 75238

Santa Fe Trail Association
POBox 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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YOUTH MEMBERSHIPS
Gabrielle Joret Bayless, 7955 N 7'3rd St,

Longmont CO 80503
Sterling Wyatt Dietz, 201 S Carmelina

Ave, Los Angeles CA 90049

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in May, so send information
for June and later to arrive by April
20,2001. Thank you.
Mar. 4,2001: Leadership Council of
the Partnership for the National
Trails System, Washington, DC, con
tact Gary Werner (608) 249-7870.
Mar. 17, 2001: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, Folk Art Museum,
Santa Fe.
Mar. 20, 2001: Deadline to submit
candidates to the nominating com
mittee.
Mar. 31, 2001: SFTA Board meet
ing, St. Francis Hotel, Santa Fe, NM.
April 28, 2001: Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter 5th Annual Symposium on
the Santa Fe Trail and the Civil War
and Fort Larned Old Guard annual
meeting, Fort Larned NHS and In
dian Village on Pawnee Fork, (888)
321-7341. Reservations required by
April 16, (620) 285-6911.
April 28, 2001: Texas Panhandle
Chapter, Wildcat Bluff Nature Cen
ter, and Amarillo Botanical Gardens
festivaL Call Kathy Revett Wade at
(806) 371-9309 or e-mail <www.wild
cat bluff.org>.
May 12. 2001: Dedication of Trini
dad History Museum and Santa Fe
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Trail Information Center, 300 E
Main, Trinidad, CO, (719) 846-7217.
May 20-June 9, 2001: Grassland
Heritage Festival, Elkhart, KS, con
tact Helen Brown (620) 697-2833.
May 26-28, 2001: Santa Fe Trail
Days, Larned, Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, and Fort Larned NHS.
June 9-10, 2001: Old Spanish Trail
Association annual symposium, San
Bernardino County Museum, Red
lands, CA. Contact Rick Whitaker
(909) 792-6315.
July 4, 2001: Old Time Independ
ence Day celebration, Fort Larned
NHS.
Aug. 12-18, 2001: aCTA Annual
Convention, Casper, WY, (816) 252
2276.
Sept. 9-28, 2001: SFT Bike Trek,
contact Willard Chilcott at (505) 982
1282.
Sept. 26-29, 2001: 3rd International
Trails and Greenways Conference,
sponsored by Rails to Trails Conser
vancy, at St. Louis, MO, (202) 974
5152.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas, NM. Contact Steve
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.

.FROM THE EDITOR
The errors of medical information

in Bob Mallin's statements, pp. 5-6,
should be a challenge to anyone in
terested in frontier medical history. I
apologize for including it.

We have been missing the Fort
Learned column about education. Is
there someone who will do it?

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFfT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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SFTA ELECTION BALLOTS
DUE JULY 15

THE nominating committee (Lou
ann Jordan, chair, David Clapsad
dle, and Clint Chambers) submits
the following slate for officers and di
rectors. Information about each can
didate and the mail-in ballot are
inserted in this issue. Please return
the ballot to Secretary Ruth Olson
Peters no later than July 15,2001.
President (2-year term): Hal Jack-

son, Albuquerque NM
Vice-President (2-year term): Anne

Mallinson, Centerview MO
Secretary-Treasurer (4-year term):

Ruth Olson Peters, Larned KS
At-Large Director (4-year term):

Clint Chambers, Lubbock TX
Colorado Director (4-year term):

Mary Gamble, Springfield CO
Kansas Director (4-year term, vote

for one): Vernon Lohrentz, New
ton KS; Joanne VanCoevern, Sa-
lina KS .

Missouri Director (4-year term):
John Atkinson, St Joseph MO

New Mexico Director (4-year term,
vote for one): Joan Sudborough,
Santa Fe NM; Steve Whitmore,
Las Vegas NM.

Oklahoma Director (4-year term):
Richard Poole, Stilwater OK
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WAGON TRACKS
VOLUME 15

EDITOR'S APOLOGY

WESTERN SIX CHAPTERS
LA JUNTA, CO, JUNE 9-10

SFT BIKE TREK
SEPTEMBER 9-28

SFTA SYMPOSIUM
LAS VEGAS, NM

SEPTEMBER 27-30

My sincere apology is extended to
Dr. Bob Mallin and Alma Gregory for
unfair, unprofessional, and irrespon
sible criticism in the last issue of WT.
There is no excuse for such bad judg
ment by an editor, and I am truly
sorry. I also apologize to Louann Jor
dan for discarding her SFTA election
logo, and it is back in this issue.

-Leo E. Oliva

SYMPOSIUM 2001
EVERYTHING is set for the sympo
sium at Las Vegas, NM, September
27-30, 2001. Registration packets
and program information have been
sent to all SFTA members. Ifyou did
not receive a packet, please contact
the coordinator, Steve Whitmore at
(505) 454-0683 or <whitmore@new
mexico.com>.

You will save money by register

(continued on page 5)(continued on page 5)

LONE ELM CAMPGROUND
PRESERVATION PROJECT

by Ross Marshall
(Ross Marshall, Merriam, KS, is for
mer president of SFTA, the Associa
tion's representative to the Partner
ship for the National Trails System,
and actively involved in Trail preser
vation.)
THE Lone Elm Campground site,
for many years one of the most
threatened Trail sites in the Kansas
City area, has been purchased by the
City of Olathe, KS, for a city park,
thereby likely saving it from becom
ing a residential subdivision. The
sale involves the purchase of a 160
acre farm from the Willsey family,
who have owned it for the last couple
of decades.

Lone Elm Campground is one of
the most famous frontier Trail camp
sites and rendezvous points. In the
almost foUl' decades of its use, start
ing in 1821, thousands of Santa Fe
traders, Oregon and California emi
grants, mountain men, missionaries,
soldiers, and '4gers passed by and/or
camped there, including such fron
tier notables as William BecknelL
John Fremont, the Donner-Reed
party, Kit Carson, and Francis Park
man.

DAR marker at Lone Elm Campground.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

I t will not be hanging chads nor
butterfly ballots that will confuse
and confound SFTA members when
we cast our votes for national officers
and directors over the next few
weeks (ballots and nominees' biogJ;'a
phies are inserted with this Wagon
Tracks issue). But we may be faced
with a more insidious issue which
pervades American society-leth
argy. SFTA's recent voting record is
even worse than our nation's embar
rassing performance. In SFTA it was
thought that the absence of con
tested races was the cause-what is
the motivation to check the only
name on a ballot? Yet, even when op
ponents faced one another in a given
race, the turnout in the last three
elections was significantly below 50
per cent.

The current nominating commit
tee-Louann Jordan (chair), David
Clapsaddle, and Clint Chambers
has performed yeomen's duty in an
effort to produce contested races.
The ballot shows the results of their
hard work. So, why are we not ex
cited about who governs SFTA? Not
being able to provide an answer, I
must leave that to each member's
personal conjecture. Certainly SFTA
may be able to plod along for many
years under such malaise, but what
will be the price?

March 31 the Board of Directors
held its midyear meeting in Santa
Fe. The meeting, which moved along
at a fairly good clip, covered a
number of important issues, some
which were resolved, others which
will take a bit longer. To wit, the
Board concurred that the business
membership campaign of last year
should be repeated, hopefully, with
even more participation from the
chapters. You will remember, for
each new business member a chap
ter recruits, half of the dues ($20) is
returned to the chapter. The benefits
for our chapters could be of greater
import and more sustainable than
simply a boost to the local treasury.
Specifically, forging new partner
ships for the Trail could make the
difference whether some segments
are preserved or lost forever.

An important report came from
the mapping/marking committee,
which joyfully proclaimed that chap
ter mapping forms are beginning to
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come in to the committee. Our dedi
cation to this Herculean task is be
ginning to payoff. Chair John Schu
macher stumbled onto a fun internet
"game" called Geocaching. He will
prepare an article about this for the
next issue.

Our website should soon contain
an education component directed to
ward educators and students. The
Board completed its review of pro
posed bylaws amendments, which
will appear in the August WT issue
for your examination in preparation
for action at the 2001 annual meet
ing in Las Vegas.

The Board gave the green light to
the Quivira Chapter to host the 2005
Symposium at McPherson, KS (see
article herein). Speakers Bureau
grants are being expanded to include
speaker honoraria. At this writing
the new guidelines should be in the
mail to chapter presidents. However,
if you have not yet received them,
and have plans to apply for a grant
yet this year, please promptly con
tact Rusti Gardner, Speakers Bu
reau administrator, at 801 Vernon
Dr, Larned KS 67550. Finally, the
"Planned Giving" and "Eternal Rest
Along the Santa Fe Trail" articles
herein reflect other Board work at
the meeting.

On a regular basis over the past
three years, I have notified the chap
ters about the NPS Challenge Cost
Share Program, a financial assis
tance program for Trail enhance
mentlimprovement projects. I have
encouraged the chapters to investi
gate the certified sites in their terri
tory which need improvement in
some way or other. To my knowl
edge, only one "grant" (NPS insists
this is not a "grant" program, but I
know of no more appropriate word)
has been awarded as a result of these
efforts. I find it hard to believe that
all of these sites are perfect as they
presently exist. Of course, the CCSP
requirements are rigid, thus NPS
will not fund some projects that you
and I may find worthy. As 1 cogitate
over this languishing program, in my
view both SFTA and NPS have not
done their utmost for the Trail.
Chapters have all but ignored the
program, and NPS has failed to prop
erly promulgate it. This is not to say
that efforts have been totally lack
ing, but 1 do maintain that what is
being done is far below the mark of
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: trailassn@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the secre
tary-treasurer (address below),

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $lOO/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321
7341 or <oliva@ruraltel.net>
President: Margaret Sears, 1871
Candela, Santa Fe NM 87505 (505)
473-3124 or <margsearS@cyberme
sa.com>
Vice-President: Samuel Arnold,
2221 S Fillmore St, Denver CO
80210 (303) 753-9161
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned K8 67550 (620) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
2001 Symposium Coordinator:
Stephen Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon
Rt, Las Vegas NM 87701 (505) 454
0683
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704
Directors:
Morris Alexander, Oklahoma
Helen Brown, Kansas
Anna Belle Cartwright, At-Large
Clint Chambers, At-Large
Dub Couch, Colorado
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
Mary Gamble, Colorado
Nancy Lewis, Missouri
Anne Mallinson, Missouri
Mike Slater, Oklahoma
Joanne VanCoevern, Kansas
Stephen Whitmore, New Mexico
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what is possible. What to do? The
2001 cycle deadline was March 31,
thus we cannot recapture the past.
Will 2002 be better or much the same
as previous years? The past is not
preordained to be prologue. We can
create a better future for CCSP sup
port for the Trail, but to do so we
must act now while time is on our
side. Searchyourfl1es for a copy (you
may have more than one) of the
CCSP Guidelines. If you cannot lo
cate it, contact NPS Long Distance
Trails Office, PO Box 728, Santa Fe
NM 87504.Then conduct your per
sonal mental inventory of opportuni
ties in your area which cry out for
Trail improvement, or contact NPS
for help.

The February 2001 issue of the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
newsletter will give you some sense
of the types of projects which have
recently been funded through CCSP.
The CCSP program exists for all 20
(now 22) national historic and scenic
trails. Since about 1998 when I be
gan tracking the program, the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail has been
hovering near the bottom in annual
CCSP dollars received. The reason:
we have not applied for them! In our
heart ofhearts, we all sincerely want
the very best for our Trail, yet ac
tions sometimes indicate otherwise.
It is we-the SFTA members, and
principally the chapters-who must
take the initiative. It is time to put
our federal tax dollars to work for the
Santa Fe Trail through CCSP.

As I peruse the various chapter
newsletters, it is apparent that we
are already embarked on another ex
citing year of Trail exploration from
Old Franklin to Santa Fe. 1 hope
each of you will branch out and par
ticipate in your neighboring chap
ters' activities. The Flint Hills trail
ride, western chapters Mountain
Route (Colorado) tour, a pot luck pic
nic at Point of Rocks (NM), and the
SFTA Symposium are but a sam
pling of what is on the Santa Fe Trail
horizon in 2001. Check each issue of
the WTcalendar for these and much
more. And don't forget to vote.

-Margaret Sears

YOUR MEMORY CAN LIVE ON
REMEMBER THE SANTA FE

TRAIL ASSOCIATlON
lNYOUR WILL

May 2001

LAS VEGAS DESIGNATED
DISTINCTIVE DESTINATION

LAS Vegas, New Mexico, the site of
the Santa Fe Trail Association Sym
posium, September 27-30 2001, has
been selected by The National Trust
for Historic Pr"servation as one of its
Dozen Distinctive Destinations "for
2001. In their news release of April
13, the Trust says "The 12 communi
ties met these criteria: well
managed growth, a dynamic down
town, a commitment to historic pres
ervation with a protected historic
core and meaningful context, inter
esting and attractive architecture,
cultural diversity, an economic base
of locally owned businesses, and
walkability for residents and tour
ists." This is the second year the
Trust has compiled such a list.

Las Vegas· is described by the
news release as having "a 160-year
old history and a vibrant cultural
heritage influenced by Northern
New Mexican Spanish, Native
American, Northern European, and
Jewish communities.... Established
by a land grant in 1835, Las Vegas
became a major trading center on the
Santa Fe Trail. ... It later became a
major railroad depot when the Atchi
son, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad
came within a mile of the city limits
and inspired rapid building and
growth.... The historic architecture
of Las Vegas reflects the influence of
its disparate early settlers, with
buildings from Spanish adobes to
Victorian mansions. An astounding
918 of these buildings are in the Na
tional Register of Historic Places...
A short drive will take visitors to
Fort Union National Monument, es
tablished in 1851 to protect wagon
trains and now a museum about life
in the 1880s. Las Vegas is also just
half an hour from Pecos National
Historical Park, which showcases
the history of the Pueblo Indians
who inhabited the area before the ar
rival of Spanish settlers in the early
1500s."

Symposium 2001 will feature
historic attractions of Las Vegas and
its region. The program includes
guided walking tours of Old Town,
with its Spanish plaza and acequias,
and bus tours to old churches,
synagogue, and hotels. Brochures
will be available for self-guided
walking and auto tours of other
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historic districts. There will be a
buffalo dinner and evening program
at Fort Union, and guided tours of
Pecos National Historical Park. For
a registration packet contact Beverly
and Hal Jackson, PO Box 1098,
Placitas NM 87043, phone (505) 867
1742 or e-mail <sftasymposium@aol.
com>.

MCPHERSON TO BE SITE OF
2005 SFTA SYMPOSIUM

by Margaret Sears

AT its March 31 midyear meeting
the SFTA Board of Directors ac
cepted an invitation from the
Quivira Chapter to host the Associa
tion's 2005 Symposium at McPher
son, KS, to be held September 22-25.
In a letter extending the invitation,
Britt Colle stated, "With the next
two symposiums being toward oppo
site ends of the Trail [2001 is at Las
Vegas, NM, and 2003 will be in the
Kansas City area], it is again time to
have one in the middle somewhere."
Joining with the chapter in hosting
the event will be Cottonwood Cross
ing Chapter, their neighbor to the
east. The Board confirmed Britt,
recently-elected Quivira Chapter
president, as program coordinator.

McPherson, with a population of
13,000, overlooks the Santa Fe Trail
and is possibly best known for its lo~
cation five miles north of the Kansa
(Kaw) Indian Treaty of 1825 site.
Located midway between Wichita
and Salina, the community boasts,
among other amenities, a college,
conference facilities, and, as one
would expect, a strong Scottish heri
tage-complete with a town bagpipe
band. Plan now t{) be there in 2005.

AWARDS NOMINATIONS
AN important part of each SFTA
symposium is the presentation of
awards to recognize individuals and
organizations \Yp.Q.protect, preserve,
and promote the Santa Fe Trail.
Awards Committee Chairman Harry
Myers is soliciting nominations for
the following awards, as provided by
the governing board. Nominations
are welcome from individuals, chap
ters, or organizations. Send a one
paragraph nomination for each pro
posed award to Harry Myers, Chair
man, SFTA Awards Committee, 16
Descanso Road, Santa Fe NM 87505
or e-mail <myerS@cybermesa.com;
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by July 4,2001. The awards commit
tee will select the recipients and
present the awards at the Saturday
evening banquet on September 29,
2001, during the Las Vegas Sympo
sium.

The SFTA Award of Merit recog
nizes individuals, organizations,
businesses, or groups who have
made a significant contribution to
the purposes of SFTA. A maximum
of eight of these awards are author
ized by the board. The recipient may
or may not be a member of SFTA.
Past Awards of Merit have been pre
sented for books published, signifi
cant articles or new information pub
lished, special publicity efforts of a
newspaper, radio program, or televi
sion station, preservation of Trail
sites, organization of special events,
significant chapter projects, and oth
ers. The award consists of a recogni
tion plaque.

The Paul F. Bentrup SFTA Am
bassador Award (maximum of two
each symposium), an honorary life
time designation, is given to a mem
ber of SFTA who has demonstrated
exceptional promotion of SFTA, de
velopment and dissemination of
knowledge of Trail history, preserva
tion of Trail sites or artifacts, anq.
otherwise promoted an understand
ing of the Trail. Current ambassa
dors are Paul Bentrup, Les Vilda,
Katharine Kelley, Ralph Hathaway,
David Clapsaddle, Harry C. Myers,
Jesse Scott, Pat Heath, Mark L.
Gardner, Virginia Lee Fisher, and
Helen and Charles Judd.

The Ambassador Award consists
of a recognition plaque and an orna
ment. The bylaws currently require
that the nomination for ambassador
be sent to SFTA President Margaret
Sears, 1871 Candela, Santa Fe NM
87505 or Secretary Ruth Olson Pe
ters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550.

The Jack D. Rittenhouse Memo
rial Stagecoach Award (one each
symposium) is presented to a SFTA
member for extraordinary lifetime
achievement in research and writing
about the Trail. Previous recipients
are Leo and Bonita Oliva, Pauline
Fowler, Harry C. Myers, and Greg
ory Franzwa. The award, cospon
sored by Ray Dewey, consists of a
recognition plaque, Santa Fe Trail
Pendleton Blanket from Dewey
Trading Co., and $250.
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The Heritage Preservation Award
(maximum of two) is presented to
landowners, former landowners,
leaseholders, or tenants ofTrail ruts,
remnants, structures, or sites who
have preserved and protected signifi
cant portions of the Trail or sites as
sociated with the Trail and provided
public access. The award consists of
a recognition plaque.

The Marc Simmons Writing
Award recognizes outstanding arti
cles published in Wagon Tracks dur
ing the previous two years (in this
case, volumes 13 and 14). There are
two categories: (1) best original arti
cle about the history of the Trail
based on research in primary
sources; (2) best edited work of a pre
viously unpublished source Qetters,
diary, report, etc.) on the Trail. Each
award consists of a recognition
plaque and $50. Selection of recipi
ents is made by a subcommittee of
the awards committee, three persons
who have not contributed to WT dur
ing the time period. All eligible arti
cles will be considered, and nomina
tions are unnecessary. The awards
committee plans for Marc Simmons
to present this award at the sympo
sium.

The SFTA Scholarship Award is
presented for research papers about
the Santa Fe Trail written by college
and university students. There are
two' categories: undergraduate and
graduate. Nominations are by the
professor in whose class the paper
was written. Maximum length ofpa
per considered is 25 pages, double
spaced, including documentation.
Each award consists of a recognition
plaque, $500, and possible publica
tion.

The SFTA Educator's Award is
presented for outstanding classroom
teaching. There are two categories:
elementary educator and secondary
educator. Recipients are chosen by
the SFTA education committee and
receive an engraved plaque and
$100. See following article for de
tails.

Nominations for Award of Merit,
Ambassador, Rittenhouse, and Heri
tage Preservation awards should in
clude details of why the person, or
ganization, or group should receive
the award Oimit nominations to one
page please). Send nominations for
Award of Merit, Rittenhouse, and
Heritage Preservation to Harry My-
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ers, Chairman, SFTA Awards Com
mittee, 16 Descanso Road, Santa Fe
NM 87505, or via e-mail <myers@cy
bermesa.com> by July 4, 2001.

The Ambassador nominations are
due by the same date but sent to ei
ther the president or secretary, as
noted above. The Educator's Award
nominations are sent to the educa
tion committee (see following arti
cle).

EDUCATOR'S AWARDS
by Nancy Lewis

Do you know a remarkable educa
tor whose efforts have promoted
greater understanding of the Santa
Fe Trail? Nominate him or her for
one of two SFTA Educator Awards to
be presented at the symposium in
September in Las Vegas. Any SFTA
member may submit nominations for
two categories-one at the elemen
tary level and one at the secondary
level. The nominee does not need to
be a member of SFTA, though mem
bership is encouraged. The educa
tion committee will judge the entries
and recommend the recipients in
each category to the awards commit
tee, giving particular attention to the
objectives, originality, methods, and
depth of exposure to the Santa Fe
Trail and its historical legacy. Re
cipients will each receive an en
graved plaque and $100.00.

We all know teachers who utilize a
multidisciplinary approach to in
clude the Santa Fe Trail in their les
son plans. Each should be thanked
for making a contribution toward
promotion and preservation.
Basic guidelines:
1. Nomination should be made by

someone in SFTA who is familiar
with the work of the educator.

2. Information must incorporate a
synopsis of projects exemplifying
creativity consistent with SFTA's
mission statement.

3. A recommendation from the edu
cator's immediate supervisor or
administrator needs to be in
cluded.
Submit nominations to arrive by

July 1,2001, to Nancy Lewis, Chair,
Education Committee, 1112 Oak
Ridge Dr, Blue Springs MO 64015, e·
mail <SFTAMRO@ aol.com>. If you
have questions, contact Nancy at
above e-mail address or by phone at
(816) 229-8379.

May 2001



LONE ELM CAMPGROUND
(continued from page I)

This trail camp on the Independ
ence Route was first known as
Round Grove, named by the earliest
traders to Santa Fe. By 1827 it
shared duty with Elm Grove Camp
ground on the Westport Route, 21;,;
miles northwest on the same Cedar
Creek, and the two campgrounds
were often mistaken for each other.
By the mid-1840s, when the grove
had been reduced to one huge elm
tree near the creek by the side of the
trail, the site was known as "Lone
Elm."

Along with traders and emigrants
who camped there, in 1846 the Mexi
can War brought the frontier mili
tary through the Lone Elm Camp
ground. Several of these soldiers and
also '4gers who succumbed to cholera
were buried there.

Susan Shelby Magoffin came
through in 1846 and recorded in her
diary, "There is no other tree or bush
or shrub save one elm tree." Dr. F. A.
Wislizenus also recorded in 1846,
"How long the venerable elm tree
[will remain] ... I am unable to say,
but I fear its days are numbered." J.
F. Pritchard (on his way to Califor
nia) recorded in his 1849 diary "This
lone tree stands on the bank of a
small stream, with no other tree or
shrub in sight, all its branches have
been cut from it by traders and eme
grans for the purpos of fuel." By the
end of the 1840s the great old tree
was gone-used for firewood-but
such was its fame that spurious re
ports of its existence continued
through the 1850s.

W. W. H. Davis traveled by stage
coach to New Mexico in the autumn
of 1853, and his party stopped for
breakfast at the site ofthe Lone Elm.
Davis provided this commentary in
El Gringo, New Mexico and Her Peo
ple (1857), p. 19:

"The spot known to all travelers
upon the plain as the Lone Elm is a
somewhat noted point, and would af
ford excellent capital for a romance
manufacturer. When all that coun
try was in the possession of the Indi
ans, long before the white man had
invaded their dominions, this tree is
said to have been a great rallying
point for all the neighboring tribes. It
stood solitary and alone upon the
prairies, and its top could be seen for
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many miles around.... It served as a
landmark for those seeking the fron
tiers, and in the early times of the
Santa Fe traders it was a place of en
campment for the night. Travelers
came to look upon it as an old
friend-they felt an attachment for
the tree that had so often sheltered
and shaded them from storm and
sun, and no inducement could have
made them cut it down. But in the
course of time some modern Vandal
came along, and laid low this last of
its race; and when we passed, it was
all gone but a small portion of the
stump, and part of that cooked our
breakfast. We may be accused of
something akin to sacrilege in burn
ing the remains of the old patriarch
of the prairie; but with us it was
breakfast or no breakfast, and upon
such occasions hungry men are not
much disposed to give way to ro
mance."

Lone Elm's fame was perpetuated
into the early 1900s by Newton
Ainsworth, the first owner of the
land in post-trail days, who was a
tireless promoter of the Lone Elm
Campground and his farm.
Ainsworth was instrumental in the
placement of a Santa Fe Trail
marker at Lone Elm in 1906 by the
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion, which continues to grace the
spot today.

Craig Crease and I have been re
quested by the city to be a part of
their team in the coming months to
develop the plan for the interpreta
tion of this historic site. As of this
writing, we have selected the archi
tect and the plans and specifications
are being developed. The plan is to
turn this 160-acre site into a multi
use city park, which will include a
number of soccer and softball fields,
and to preserve nearly half of the
acreage in its natural state. The
campground will be accessible by
hiking paths, and will include inter
pretive markers and panels which
will tell the story of the site and the
westward movement on these his
toric trails. We even have plans to
plant a new elm tree,

This is a wonderful conclusion to
several years of focused efforts on
the part of many of us in the Kansas
City area and represents a fine ex
ample of partnering between public
and private interests resulting in the
preservation of a key trail site.
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SYMPOSIUM 2001
(continued from page"l)

ing for the symposium prior to
August 15. Everyone planning on
lodging in Las Vegas should make
reservations as soon as possible.
There are other events in town that
weekend. A list of accommodations
and campgrounds, with a map, is in
cluded in the registration packet.

Be sure to read the inserts in your
packet about the Santa Fe Trail Ride
(bring your own horse) and Moun
tain Route activities, including tours
at Trinidad, Raton Pass, the City of
Raton, and an exclusive Michael
Martin Murphey Cowboy Concert in
Raton, prior to the symposium. The
correct telephone number and e-mail
address (listed incorrectly in the last
issue) for Lynn and Ray Marchi, in
charge of the Trail Ride, are (505)
387-5082 & <lmarchill@msn.com>.
The Corazon Chapter's web site,
<www.nmhu.edulresearchlsftraillco
razon.htm>, contains current infor
mation about the symposium and
the chapter's monthly programs.

TRAIL QUESTION FRUSTRATES
WOULD-BE MILLIONAIRE

SFTA Ambassador Les Vilda has
completed another year of present
ing programs about the Santa Fe
Trail to schools in several states.
Thanks to his efforts hundreds of
young students know about the
Santa Fe Trail. He finds the adults
need a Trail education too.

While in New Mexico, Vilda was
told by some educators about a Trail
question that appeared on a recent
episode of Who Wants to be a Million
aire. It sheds "new light" on the his
tory of the Trail. The question was
"Where did the Santa Fe Trail be
gin?" and the choices were St. Louis,
Chicago, New York, and Tampa. The
participant chose St. Louis but was
wrong because the "correct answer"
was Chicago. Actually none of the
choices was correct. No wonder it is
so difficult to win the million dollars.

Ambassador Vilda and all SFTA
members have an opportunity and
obligation to help educate the public
about the Trail. Vilda made sure the
educators who told him about the
television program were informed
regarding where the Trail began. Do
you know where the Trail began? Is
that your final answer?
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DEATH AT THE FORT: THE CEMETERY AT BENT'S OLD FORT
by Robert Kincaid

View of Bent's Old Fort NHS with cemetery in foreground (photo by Laura Wilson).

(SFTA member Kincaid, a banker in
Crowell, TX, compiled this informa
tion several years ago and has kindly
shared it for WT. Kincaid's study in
cludes a lengthy bibliography which
is not printed here.)

AT Bent's Old Fort National Monu
ment in Colorado, outside the main
gate and situated on a small rise, is a
small cemetery. Archaeologists have
confirmed 13 graves within the
bounds of this cemetery, but only
one, that of Edward Dorris, July 21,
1865, is identified and marked.
Prompted by a request for comments
on proposed renovations at the site,
this article attempts to identify peo
ple who were killed and possibly bur
ied there. Solely through a search of
the literature, excluding the Dorris
grave and the unknown number of
Mexican laborers who died during
construction of the fort, 30 people
were found to have been killed or
died at Bent's Fort and 22 of them
were likely interred at or near the
fort. It is unlikely that the Indians
who died were buried there. Only a
few of those who died at the fort can
be named.

This study covered only the years

Grave marker for Edward Dorris at
Bent's Old Fort NHS cemetery (photo by
Laura Wilson).
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from 1829 to 1849. Bent's Old Fort
was constructed and served its origi
nal purpose as a trading post during
those years. No attempt was made to
investigate the later period, up to
1881, when the old fort was used
during portions of that time as a
stage station.

No accurate record of deaths dur
ing the construction of Bent's Fort
was found, but several accounts
state that a smallpox epidemic oc
curred during that time. David Lav
ender, for example, stated, "Before
the work was well underway, small
pox swept the camp, introduced pro
bably by the Mexicans." I George B.
Grinnell elaborated, "Only a short
time after the Mexican laborers
reached the place chosen for the new
stockade, smallpox broke out among
them and the work on the fort
stopped.... After the smallpox had
ceased, more Mexican laborers were
sent for and work on the fort contin
ued.,,2 This disease was often fatal to
the Indians on the Great Plains and
Hispanics of New Mexico, and it may
be assumed that some of the Mexi
can workers at the fort succumbed to
the disease. William Bent and Ceran
St. Vrain both were stricken and sur
vived.3

George Bent, son of William Bent,
later recorded what he had been told
about the epidemic: "... A large body
of Mexican dobe masons was
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brought up from Taos to make and
lay the adobe bricks. These Mexicans
were housed in a temporary stock
ade, but hardly had they arrived
when smallpox broke out and was
soon raging among them. . . . A
mounted messenger was sent up to
the Platte to warn the Indians off.
This prompt action probably saved
the tribe from disaster.... After this
epidemic of smallpox had run its
course, the Mexican stockade with
everything it contained was burned.
. . . This smallpox was in 1829 or
1830, and so many of the Mexicans
died that a new force had to be re
cruited in New Mexico and the work
of building the fort was greatly de
layed.,,4

Skip Miller, curator at the Har
wood Foundation and Library, Taos,
NM, thinks there is sufficient reason
to believe that from 35 to 75 of the
New Mexican laborers, who report
edly numbered as many as 150, may
have perished in the smallpox epi
demic and were buried in a single or
several mass graves on the present
historic site grounds or adjacent
property.5 It is highly unlikely that
the remains of those who died of
smallpox or other causes during con
struction were returned to New Mex
ico for burial. None of these remains
have been found to date. Excavation
at the fort site during the summer of
1954 yielded the remains of only two
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Interior view of Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site.

many more lithe sale of whiskey had with Bill Williams conducting the
not been stopped."8 Where these service. 12
were buried is unknown. 12. 1841, March

7-9. 1837 "... A council was held, and the In-
"One morning, I remember, two of dians [Kiowas] asked that a white

the herdsmen were killed not more man be sent to their village to can-
than fifty yards from the fort, and firm the assurance ofpeace. The men
the stock which they were driving at the fort demurred at the request,
out to graze was all stolen [by but an American there with two
Pawnee Indians in the summer of Kiowa squaws by whom he had three
1837] ... , and now and then a man children was persuaded to accept the
would be killed."9 offer and go along, especially as he

"In September, 1837, Marcellin was promised handsome presents of
St. Vrain and at least five others horses and mules. He had become
leave Bent's Old Fort. They cross the impoverished in supporting the
Arkansas River, the boundary with squaws, whose freedom he had pur·
Mexico at the time, and head south· chased while they were prisoners
west on the Santa Fe Trail toward among a hostile tribe, and he hoped
Raton Pass. Pawnee Loups attack to improved his fortunes by accept-
somewhere between present La ing this offer." Since the man did not
Junta and Trinidad, Colorado, on have enough resources for the trip,
Timpas Creek or perhaps the upper Alexander Barclay gave him a horse
Purgatoire. The traders have one and other goods to fit him out for the
man killed,. three wounded....,,10 expedition. On the second day of the
10. 1838 journey with the Kiowas, two oftheir

"The slack season of summer number rode up close behind and
brought a brief respite. It also shot him in the back with their guns.
brought several interesting visitors Barclay was positive the squaws
to Bent's Fort. The first were hardly were secretly aware of what was to
welcome-a war party of Comanches happen or even privy to the deed.
who in mid-June, while the principal Barclay labeled the Kiowas a
partners were still on the Platte "treacherous and consequently dan·
swooped down on the horse herd: gerous" groUp.13
killed the guard, and made-off with 13. 1846, Winter
more than fifty head of stock." 11 "The winter was so cold that on
11. No Date the Arkansas a Bent employee out

A Mexican woman, no name nor riding his mule froze stiff in the sad-
date, died and was buried at the fort dIe and fell off dead."14

bodies, and both were aborigina1.6

If accurate information were
available regarding the burials of
construction workers at the fort and
of other people who may have died
leaving no record through the years,
the total number of people interred
there might be has high as 100. In·
formation about the 30 identified in
this research is printed below. Rele
vant quotations from the sources
provide the explanations. Some ad
ditional commentary is included to
illuminate conditions on the Trail
and activities at the fort. Chronologi
cally, the deaths and possible burials
were as follows:
1-3. 1834, July 29

"In the early summer of 1834 ... a
band of Shoshoni wandered down
from Wyoming to visit their rela
tives, the Comanches. Near Taos
they fell on Charles Bent and stole a
herd of mules from him. Later, on
July 29, 1834, eight lodges of
Shoshoni approached a log stockade
on the Arkansas where William Bent
was trading. In William's party were
ten men, including ... Lucas Mur
ray....

"As the Shoshoni approached,
William recognized them as the
same party that had stolen Charles's
mules-or thought he recognized
them....

"'Boys,' he told his men, 'let's get
'em.'"

According to Bent's Fort historian
David Lavender, "Murray flIed flIst
on an unsuspecting Shoshoni stand
ing only a few feet away. The Indian
dropped dead and the battle was on.
It was soon over--three Shoshoni
killed and one wounded. Also
wounded in the scuffle was an Arap
aho, an innocent bystander. No
white was hurt."7 The remains of the
Shoshonis mayor may not have been
buried near the fort.
4-6. 1835

"In the early summer of 1835 ...
[James] Hobbs went ... with the rest
of the tribe to the great feast of that
season.... Hobbs said the Comanche
chiefs wanted Old Wolf to visit
Bent's Fort, where he had never
been.... Whiskey was sold to them
the first day, but as it caused several
fights among them before night,
Bent stopped its sale.... Two or
three deaths resulted in the first
day, and there would have been
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14. 1846, July 21
"Captain [Benjamin D.] Moore's

command [First Dragoons] en
camped about two miles below
Bent's Fort. The troops celebrated
the arrival, some them imbibed too
freely. There were fights, and one of
the dragoons was killed. Thus dissi
pation claimed the first casualty of
this command." 15

15. 1846, Last week of July [may
be same incident as previous entry]

"Two drunken dragoons had a
rousing fight. Afterward one of them
went swimming in the river, lay na
ked under a tree, had a stroke, and
died. His company wrapped him in a
blanket, laid him on a bier made of
willows, saddled his horse, inverted
his boots in the stirrups, and
marched solemnly to the shallow
grave, where twenty-four muskets
fired a parting salute." 16
16. 1846, July 29

A headboard at a grave in the
cemetery at Bent's Fort contained
this information: 'Leonard Hamlin,
Lieutenant First Missouri Cavalry,
Born in St. Louis, Aug. 10, 1821, died
near Bent's Fort, July 29, 1846.,,17
17.1846, July 31

Susan Shelby Magoffin recorded
in her diary on August 6 the prema
ture delivery and death of her first
born child a few days before. 18 Lav
ender stated, "On the night of July
31, she suffered a miscarriage and
William [Bent] had to show Sam
[Magoffin, her husband] a decent
place to bury the dead child." 19
18-20. 1846, late July or early
August

"A Missouri volunteer died sud
denly one night. A dragoon was fa
tally stricken as his troop neared
Bent's Fort; also a sergeant of the
First Missouri succumbed to sudden
illness the next day.,,20
21-26. 1846, August

"August 1 we moved up the river
and encamped near Fort Bent. Here,
by order of the colonel commanding,
Dr. [Isaac P.] Vaughan of Howard
[County, MOL assistant surgeon,
was left in charge of twenty-one sick
men, who were unable to proceed
further and had been pronounced
physically unfit for service. Of this
number some died, some were dis
charged and returned to Missouri,
and others, having recovered, came
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on and rejoined the Army at Santa
Fe." Six of these men died, including
the following members of the First
Missouri Mounted Volunteers: Pri
vate William Duncan, Company E;
Private Frances Fugate, Company
A; Private James M. Durett, Com
pany D; and Private John Stultz,
Company H. Names of the other two
were not found. 21

A soldier, Private John T. Hughes,
First Missouri Mounted Volunteers,
recorded the following after leaving
Bent's Fort in August 1846: "Early
on the morning of the 12Lh, we passed
the newly made grave of some unfor
tunate soldier [footnote: probably a
dragoon], who had died the previous
day, and was buried, perhaps with
out ceremony, on the roadside, Col.
Kearney being now some distance in
advance of Col. Doniphan, with near
500 men. Thus were our numbers di
minished, not by the sword, but by
disease. Almost every day some dra
goon or volunteer, trader, teamster,
or amateur, who had set out upon
the expedition buoyant with life and
flattered with hopes of future useful
ness, actuated by a laudable desire
to serve his country found a grave on
the solitary plains."22
27.1846, November 29
Lewis Garrard recorded, "The Fort
[Bent's] mud walls were abominably
cheerless. Near were some men dig
ging a grave.,,23 This may have been
a soldier or teamster left to recuper
ate at the fort, but the identity re
mains unknown.
28. 1847

"... Owl Woman [William Bent's
first Cheyenne wife] bore William a
fourth child [Charles]-and died.
Perhaps her death occurred at the
fort; more probably it happened in
one of the nomadic villages. William
probably did not reach her until after
her body, clothed in the finery she
loved best, had been placed accord
ing to Cheyenne custom on a rude
scaffold in the branches of a cotton
wood tree.,,24

29.1847, October 23
George Bent, brother of Charles

and William, died of consumption at
Bent's Fort and was buried in the
cemetery outside the gate, later dis
interred and reburied at St. Louis,
MO.25

30. 1848
"At Bent's Fort, Marcellin [St.
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Vrain] got into a wrestling match
with an Indian and killed him, acci
dentally, it is said....,,26 It is possi
ble, but not likely, that the remains
were buried at the fort.
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Bent's Fort (photo by Laura Wilson).

14. 1846, July 21
"Captain [Benjamin D.] Moore s

command [First Dragoons] en
camped about two miles below
Bent's Fort. The troops celebrated
the arrival, some them imbibed too
freely. There were fights, and one of
the dragoons was killed. Thus dissi
pation claimed the first casualty of
this command." 15

15. 1846, Last week of July [may
be same incident as previous entry]

"Two drunken dragoons had a
rousing fight. Afterward one of them
went swimming in the river, lay na
ked under a tree, had a stroke, and
died. His company wrapped him in a
blanket, laid him on a bier made of
willows, saddled his horse, inverted
his boots in the stirrups, and
marched solemnly to the shallow
grave, where twenty-four muskets
fired a parting salute." 16

16. 1846, July 29
A headboard at a grave in the

cemetery at Bent's Fort contained
this information: "Leonard Hamlin,
Lieutenant First Missouri Cavalry,
Born in St. Louis, Aug. 10, 1821, died
near Bent's Fort, July 29, 1846."17
17. 1846, July 31

Susan Shelby Magoffin recorded
in her diary on August 6 the prema
ture delivery and death of her first
born child a few days before. 18 Lav
ender stated, "On the night of July
31, she suffered a miscarriage and
William [Bent] had to show Sam
[Magoffin, her husband] a decent
place to bury the dead child.,,19
18-20. 1846, late July or early
August

"A Missouri volunteer died sud
denly one night. A dragoon was fa
tally stricken as his troop neared
Bent's Fort; also a sergeant of the
First Missouri succumbed to sudden
illness the next day.,,20
21-26. 1846, August
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"August 1 we moved up the river
and encamped near Fort Bent. Here,
by order of the colonel commanding,
Dr. [Isaac P.] Vaughan of Howard
[County, MOl. assistant surgeon,
was left in charge of twenty-one sick
men, who were unable to proceed
further and had been pronounced
physically unfit for service. Of this
number some died, some were dis
charged and returned to Missouri,
and others, having recovered, came
on and rejoined the Army at Santa
Fe." Six of these men died, including
the following members of the First
Missouri Mounted Volunteers: Pri
vate William Duncan, Company E;
Private Frances Fugate, Company
A; Private James M. Durett Com
pany D; and Private John Stultz,
Company H. Names of the other two
were not found. 21

A soldier, Private John T. Hughes,
First Missouri Mounted Volunteers,
recorded the following after leaving
Bent's Fort in August 1846: "Early
on the morning of the 12th , we passed
the newly made grave of some unfor
tunate soldier [footnote: probably a
dragoon], who had died the previous
day, and was buried, perhaps with
out ceremony, on the roadside, Col.
Kearney being now some distance in
advance of Col. Doniphan, with near
500 men. Thus were our numbers di
minished, not by the sword, but by
disease. Almost every day some dra
goon or volunteer, trader, teamster,
or amateur, who had set out upon
the expedition buoyant with life and
flattered with hopes of future useful
ness, actuated by a laudable desire
to serve his country found a grave on
the solitary plains."22
27. 1846, November 29
Lewis Garrard recorded, "The Fort
[Bent's] mud walls were abominably
cheerless. Near were some men dig
ging a grave.,,23 This may have been
a soldier or teamster left to recuper
ate at the fort, but the identity re
mains unknown.
28. 1847

"... Owl Woman [William Bent's
first Cheyenne wife] bore William a
fourth child [Charles]-and died.
Perhaps her death occurred at the
fort; more probably it happened in
one of the nomadic villages. William
probably did not reach her until after
her body, clothed in the finery she
loved best, had been placed accord-
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ing to Cheyenne custom on a rude
scaffold in the branches of a cotton
wood. tree .,,24
29.1847, October 23

George Bent, brother of Charles
and William, died of consumption at
Bent's Fort and was buried in the
cemetery outside the gate, later dis
interred and reburied at St. Louis,
MO.25

30. 1848
"At Bent's Fort, Marcellin [St.

Vrain] got into a wrestling match
with an Indian and killed him, acci
dentally, it is said....,,26 It is possi
ble, but not likely, that the remains
were buried at the fort.
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Fort Fletcher Kansas
Nov. 12th 1866

them. I wish you would remind them of
this and tell them I would like to hear
from them at Fort Fletcher Kansas.

Please remember be to Father,
Mother and all the family.

Yr, affc Brother
Andrew

Dear Father,
I received from you a few days ago

the Press of the 20th & 22nd of October
and on Saturday last the Press of the 6th

of Oct. From this you may form some
idea of the regularity with which we re
ceive our mail. We have no Post Office
here, the nearest one is at Fort Ellsworth
60 miles east of us. The Holliday line of
stages passes by our post every day
both ways, but it only carries a through
mail from the terminus of the Pacific
Rail Road to Denver City, Colorado.
There is another line of stages running
from the terminus of the R.R. to Santa Fe
and this latter line carries the mail to
Fort Ellsworth. At Fort Ellsworth the road
divides, the Santa Fe road turning off to
the south and the other following up
the Smoky Hill River. The mail for our
post should be sent by the Santa Fe
coach which would take it as far as Fort
Ellsworth where it can be sent to us by
the drivers of the Holliday line or by any
officer who may be coming this way.
But through the __ or importance
of somebody most of the mail matter
for this post is sent by the Denver mail,
which as I have said before, is not
opened from the time it leaves the ter
minus of the Rail Road until it reaches
Denver 350 miles west of us.

A few days ago an officer from this
post was at Fort Ellsworth on business
and being in the post Office which is
kept in the Sutler's shop. he saw a mail
bag marked Fort Fletcher. On inquiring
into the matter it appeared that this
bag contained mails for us which had
been sent to Denver. The P.M. there
had sent it back to us but the driver ne
glected to deliver it as he passed by us
and carried it back to Ellsworth. The last
mail we received was brought from Ells
worth by some officers who were on
their way out to Colorado by which Ire
ceived a letter from Caroline an from
Harriet an from Edward and which Lu
ther enclosed from somebody in Bos
ton.

Ileft Fort Riley on the first day of Oc
tober with two companies of the 3rd In
fantry. One company left us at Fort Ells
worth and took the Santa Fe road. We
arrived here on the 1llh Oct. distance
from Riley 150 miles. The weather was
beautiful. not a drop of rain. This place

While I was at Independence I re
ceived a letter from you which was
written in May. It had been up the river
and was sent from Omaha to Fort
Leavenworth and from thence to Inde
pendence.

The two companies of the 3rd Infty
which were at Independence when I
wrote to Luther were relieved on the
11 th by two companies of the 17th, the
former going back to Leavenworth.
The companies of the 171h from Da
kota. They had formerly been stationed
at Fort Preble [Maine]. Among the offi
cers was Mr. Richardson [James Pren
tiss Richardson] a cousin of __. He
was a Colonel in the Volunteer service
and is now 2nd Lieutenant. There was
another 2nd Lieut. who had been Briga
dier General in the Colored service. I
remained at Independence a few
days with two companies and was
then ordered to rejoin the companies
of the 3rd which were going out on the
plains.

We left Leavenworth a week ago to
morrow by the Union Pacific Rail Road
and went to its terminus at Manhattan
a distance of 126 miles arriving at 31/2

p.m., encamped the night. and the
next day marched to this place where
we have been ever since. This fort is
situated at the junction of the Republi
can and Smoky Hill Rivers, the two form
ing the Kansas.

We start tomorrow for Fort Fletcher
145 miles from here. The latter fort was
abc:mdoned last spring and now is to
be reoccupied. It is called a fort but
there are no buildings there we shall
probably spend next winter in tents. It is
said to be one of the best locations on
the plains. It is on the Smoky Hill River.
There is plenty of__ buffalo, deer, an
telope, prairie chicken, turkey, etc.
There will be only one company there
present the other company of the 3rd

going farther on but in a few weeks we
are to have a company of cavalry.

We shall be on the stage road and
shall have daily mail. As there is a pros
pect of my being located at one place
for a considerable length of time Ihope
I shall receive __ leffers and papers
from home.

While Iwas in Independence Iheard
of Dr. Macdonald's death [Army Sur
geon John Ellis MacDonald]. He died at
Sf. Louis on the 1Jlh of this month of
cholera. He had just returned from New
Mexico where he had been with Gen'l
Pope. Ihad a note from him a few days
before he died. He was sick only six
hours.

I have written to Adeline, __'
Almira and Edward since I came west
but have not heard from either of

Fort Riley Kansas
Sept. 30th 1866

LEITERS OF ANDREW T. FITCH, ARMY SURGEON, 1866-1867
THE following letters are from the
collection "Andrew T. Fitch Letters
to his Family," Yale Collection of
Western Americana, Beinecke Rare
Book and Manuscript Library, Yale
University (call number WA MSS S
1638 F551), transcript provided by
Bob Rea at Fort Supply Historic Site,
Fort Supply, OK. These letters are
reprinted here courtesy of the Yale
University Library.

Andrew T. Fitch served in the
Civil War, and became a contract
surgeon for the U.s. Army in 1866,
appointed acting assistant surgeon
to the Third Infantry in the Indian
Territory and Kansas. He moved
throughout Indian Territory Kan
sas, and New Mexico from 1866 to
1880, serving at Forts Riley, Harker,
Stanton, Sill, Fletcher (later Fort
Hays), and Camps Webb and Supply.
He visited Forts Zarah and Larned.

Fitch wrote letters to his father,
brother Luther, and sisters Caroline
and Harriet. Dated from his depar
ture from New York to join the Army
to his return in 1880, Fitch wrote of
encounters with, and raids by, the
Sioux, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
Apache Indians; journeys from fort
to fort and on reconnaissance; unrest
in New Mexico between Texans and
Mexicans; the use oftroops to protect
the government staff of the Chey
enne and Arapaho Indian Agency
and to preserve order during the
1866 election in Missouri; and soci
ety at Fort Sill, OK.

The following letters provide some
details of his service in Kansas dur
ing 1866-1867, mentioning several
forts, trails, and the Hancock Expe
dition of 1867. It is interesting to
note that he made a trip from Fort
Hays to Fort Larned via Fort Harker
rather than going directly across
country. He stated that the Indians
who raided along the Smoky Hill
Trail in the spring of 1867 were those
from the village on Pawnee Fork cap
tured by Gen. W. S. Hancock. He
mentions a case of cholera in St.
Louis, but these letters were written
just prior to the cholera epidemic
along the trails and among the forts
that claimed many lives during
1867.

Dear Sister,
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Bent's Fort (photo by Laura Wilson).

BENT'S FORT HAS NEW
KID'S WEB PAGES

BENT'S Old Fort National Historic
Site, La Junta, CO, has added a new
feature to its web site: "Kid's Trail
Game." This will encourage young
people to log onto <www.nps.gov/
beol/home.htm>. The pages help
children and their families to dis
cover the fur trade of the 1830s and
1840s through maps, photographs,
trade ledgers, diaries, and journals.

Viewers will learn about the lives
of trappers, traders, Indians, and
others associated with Bent's Fort.
The pages also include illustrations
and accounts of the Santa Fe Trail
and the Mexican-American War.
This is an opportunity to take a
"journey back in time." Check it out.

CHAPTER WEB SITE EXPANDS
by Larry Mix

(SFTA and Wet/Dry Route Chapter
member Larry Mix (who received a
SFTA Award ofMerit for his web site
work in 1999) and his wife Carolyn,
St. John, KS, developed and main
tain the Wet/Dry Chapter web site,
now known as the Santa Fe Trail
Web Page and including several
chapters: <http://www.stjohnks.net
/santafetrail/>. This is linked to the
SFTA web site: <www.santafe trail.
org>. Their volunteer work continues
to expand this important Internet re
source on the Trail. They generously
offer to add material for any chapter
to this site. Much good Trail material
is on this web site.)

THE Santa Fe Trail Web Page now
covers the part of the Old Santa Fe
Road that runs through McPherson,
Rice, Barton, Pawnee, Edwards,
Ford, Gray, Finney, Kearny, Hamil
ton, Haskell, Grant, Stanton, Ste
vens, and Morton counties in
Kansas, also The Fort Hays/Fort
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Dodge Road that runs through Ellis,
Rush, Hodgeman, Ness, and Ford
counties in Kansas. South of the Ar
kansas River, the Santa Fe Trail be
comes the Dry Route, Cimarron
Route (or Cutoff), Desert Route, or as
it is called by the Mexicans La Jor
nada del Muerto, the Dead Man's
Journey, is covered to the Oklahoma
line. In Hamilton County, in far
western Kansas, the Aubry Route or
Cutoff crossed the Arkansas River
running to the south-southwest into
present Oklahoma. The Aubry Route
will be added soon. Other trails,
forts, and historic trail sites that
branched off the Santa Fe Road or
have a connection in some way with
the Trail will also. be explored and
explained in depth.

We now have, in addition to the
Wet/Dry Routes Chapter, the Qui
vira Chapter, the Dodge City/Fort
Dodge/Cimarron Chapter, and the
Wagonbed Spring Chapter on the
server. We also have a link to the Co
razon de los Caminos Chapter web
site in New Mexico, another great
Santa Fe Trail site, check it out.

There is plenty of room for the
other chapter web sites to be added
to our server. All I need is the infor
mation about your part of the Trail
that you would like to have on the
site, and I'll put it up and maintain it
for you. If anyone has any questions
on this matter, get in touch with me
via e-mail: <santafetrail@stjohnks.
net.

Our web page has something that
hasn't been put out anywhere else.
There is even a free gift hidden on
the web site, answer the question
right, send me where you found the
question and your address, and I will
send you a ... now it wouldn't be nice
to tell you what it is, then it wouldn't
be a surprise. About 50 people have
answered the question so far and re
ceived a gift.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of

Wagon Tracks

English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

In her poem, "The Three Churches
at Taos Pueblo," writer and pho
tographer Alma Gregory creates an
overlay of the various constructions.
Like a palimpsest, one church e
merges on history's parchment after
another has been erased, but shards
of one can be found in another. The
word palimpsest derives from Latin
and Greek words meaning "scraped
again." The word seems appropriate,
too, for the culture clashes that
Gregory describes. Gregory is a
member of the Corazon de los Cami
nos chapter of the SFTA and her ar
ticles about the Trail have been
widely published.

The Three Churches at Taos Pueblo
by AIma Gregory

The Red Willow People live by the Red
Willow Stream.

Trout frolic in the water, clear and
cold.

The People were raising squash and
maize

When the Spaniards came, looking for
gold.

The first adobe mission was built in
1619

By Catholic Conquerors (some good,
some bad)

With Red Willow labor, the way they
did.

By 1680, the Indian tribes were angry
and sad.

They drove the conquerors south,
back to Mexico,

And destroyed the church Of their
slavery.

The Spanish returned; the church was
rebuilt.

Then came the Americans, flexing
their bravery.

Spaniards and Indians joined forces
next time:

Another rebellion! More blood was
shed.

Missourians shelled the new church in
1847.

Many Red Willow People wound up
dead.

Native Americans gained the right to
vote in 1924.

The third church, the one built in 1850,
still stands.

Taos Pueblo regained its Sacred
Mountain in 1996.

Now the conquerors pay $10 a head
to visit Red Willow land.
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was occupied by troops last winter but
was abandoned in the spring. We
found a few log houses standing but
they were in a dilapidated condition.
We commenced repairing them and
sholl move into them today or tomor
row. Today is the coldest we have hod
since we have been here. The wind is
blowing a gale from the north. Since
we come here the strength of the post
hod been increased by the addition of
one company of Infantry and one of
Cavalry. Nearly half of this force is to be
sent away in a few days to guard the
station of the stage line, the Indians
having __ them considerably of
late.

Caroline has informed me of Aunt
Farnsworth's death. You must miss her
very much.

I hope you will write me some. I wish
you would let me know what funds I
have left in Portland. I hope I sholl be
able to odd something to the amount if
I remain here long enough.

Please remember me to Mother and
all the family,

Yr affc Son
Andrew

Fort Harker Kansas
Dec. 10th 1866

Dear Father,
I have just arrived at this post on my

way to Fort Larned. I left Fort Fletcher
yesterday morning camped out last
night and reached this place at one
o'clock today. This was formerly Fort
Ellsworth the nome has just been
changed to Harker. It is situated at the
junction of the Smoky Hill and Santo Fe
roods. Fort Larned is eighty miles west
of here on the Santo Fe rood. I am go
ing after medicines. I am travelling in
an ambulance with four mules.

The ground is covered with snow to
the depth of three or four inches but it is
drifted in many places two and three
feet deep. I sholl have as company
from here to Fort Larned a Paymaster,
and a Lieutenant who is going to Fort
Dodge, but I shall have to travel the
whole distance back 140 miles all
alone. The weather is very cold and the
ground being covered with snow
make camping out rather uncomfort
able. Last night we found a spot where
somebody hod camped during the
snow storm and ground was perfectly
dry and free from snow.

We have very comfortable quarters
at Fort Fletcher. The Commanding Offi
cer and Ioccupy a log house. We have
a large fire place which keeps us
warm.

Ihave received several newspapers
from you, some presses and __' the
last ones that Igot went to Denver bef-
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ore Ireceived them. Isend you a check
for _69 which Iwish you would deposit
in some safe place. I suppose the Sav
ings Bonk will the best.

The nome of Fort Fletcher has been
changed to Fort Hays after a General
who was killed in the Bottle of the Wil
derness. You must address to Fort
Hays.

Please remember me to Mother and
all the family.

Yr affec Son
Andrew

Fort Hays, Kansas
Feby. 2nd 1867

Dear Father,
Your last letter or the one in which

you acknowledged the receipt of the
check reached me some time ago. I
was absent from here 13 days on my
trip to Fort Larned, was detained there
four days by a snow storm. I did not re
turn on the back of a mule as I may
have given you to understand I __
____ and returned in an ambu
lance. But for the snow storm I should
have come across country on my re-
turn, 100 miles. The paymaster
who has just left here come that way
and had no difficulty, excepting in
crossing some rovines where the snow
was deep enough to make it neces
sarv to use shovels. We traveled alto
gether by compass, there being no
rood, and struck the creek on which
our camp is located within two mile of
it.

We have hod some very cold
weather, I cannot say how cold for I
have no thermometer, but quite a
number of the men have had their
hands and feet frozen.

Two of our men went out after buf
falo the next day after Christmas, got
lost and were about 15 days. They lived
on row buffalo meat - during that
time excepting 3 days when they were
unable to get any. During those three
days they lived on the meat of a wolf
which they were fortunate enough to
kill.

They came in with their feet badly
frozen.

We have had no fresh meat since
we have been here except buffalo but
we have had that nearly all the time.
Today there is a herd in sight of camp,
but we have generally been obliged to
go 5 or 10 miles to find them.

The meat is very much like beef. a lit
tle darker colored and has not much
fat but it is so much better than living on
salt meat that we are glad enough to
get it.

I have received several newspa
pers. 1_ from yourself _ from Luther
__ for which I am much obliged.
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Please remember me to mother and
all the family.

Your affec. Son
Andrew

Fort Hays, Kansas
May 8th 1867

Dear Father,
I received your letter of April 22nd a

few days ago. Since I wrote you last
there has been considerable excite
ment here in consequence of Indian
depredations in this vicinity. About two
weeks ago the Indians attacked one of
the stations of the stage co. eighteen
miles west of here, killed three men,
burned the buildings and drove off all
the horses and mules that were in the
stable. A few days ago another station
150 miles west of this post was burned
by Indians and the horses were driven
off. The Indians have visited several sta
tions wet [west] of here and have
driven off in all 60 or 70 horses so that
the stages were unable to run until oth
ers were brought up from below. The In
dians who have been committing
these depredations are Sioux and
Cheyennes who crossing the stage
rood on their way north. You have
probably seen in the newspapers some
account of Genl. Hancock's expedi
tion against the Indians.

He went out lost month on the Ar
kansas route which leads to New Mex
ico. At Fort Larned he met with 1500 or
2000 Indians had a talk with them and
made an arrangement for another
meeting on the following day but in the
night they left their camp leaving their
lodges all standing and started north. It
was these some Indians that commit
ted these depredations on their way.

Genl. Hancock sent Genl. Custer
who is now Lieut. Col. Of the 7th Cavalry
in pursuit of them but he was unable to
overtake them. He followed them until
he struck the Smoky Hill Route and then
was obliged to come to this post for for
age. He is still in camp here with his regi
ment. Genl. Hancock passed here last
Friday with the balance of the expedi
tion on his way bock to Leavenworth.
Genl. Custer will remain here for the
purpose of keeping open this rood.

Iwish Caroline would send me some
flower seeds. A few even be sent in a
letter. I would try the experiment of
__some kind of vine to shade our win
dows. I would like some seeds of the
morning glory or __ if the latter can
be raised from seeds.

Please remember me to Mother and
all the family.

Yr. Affc Son
Andrew
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aCTA Members

SFTA Members

Hal Jackson

Hal Jackson

A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEMBERSHIP OF SFTA AND OCTA
by Hal Jackson

These two maps illustrate a major difference between the membership of the Santa Fe Trail Association and the
Oregon-California Trails Association. Many folks claim that SFTA should be more like aCTA, but these maps demon
strate a difference that runs counter to that position. aCTA members have personal ties to individuals who took part in
the migration. They have an ancestor who traveled the trail and that is why they are tied to its memory. Except for a
concentration of members along the trails westward from Kansas City and St. Joseph for about 100 miles, aCTA mem
bers are scattered far and wide. The SFTA member map reflects the Santa Fe Trail. Our members are trail, not people,
oriented. This is an important distinction. It helps explain SFTA's numerous chapters in comparison to aCTA's few.
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ETERNAL REST ALONG
THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Joanne VanCoevern

and Anne Mallinson

(SFTA board members VanCoevern
and Mallinson prepared this com
Inittee report for publication.)

FROM time to time the Santa Fe
Trail Association receives some in
teresting requests from its member
ship. One of these requests in~ol~ed

the possibility of SFTA establis~g

a cemetery where human remaIns,
or ashes, could be eternally laid to
rest. Since this request involved sev
eral states that may have differing
laws in dealing with this matter, a
committee was formed to determine
how best to handle this "grave" mat
ter.

According to the information that
we were able to obtain, there is no
Federal law regulating the burial of
human remains, or the spreading of
human ashes, except that it is pro
hibited in waterways and state
parks. There may be restri~tions.in
national parks. Mter checking WIth
the various State Departments of
Health in the Trail states, it is the
general consensus that .lo,?al. g?V
erning bodies have the JurIsdIct!o.n
over this matter. In most cases, this
will be the county or township where
you are seeking burial/spreading of
ashes. The most important factor
seems to be "Permission of the land
owner," and written permission is
advisable. In addition, if the land
owner is a nonresident, you should
also seek the permission of both the
tenant AND the landowner.

Our first consideration was to de
termine what the law is in establish
ing a cemetery, and secondly, if it
was feasible for SFTA to do so. To es
tablish a cemetery, land must be
purchased, or acquired through do
nation. The land must be platted
with the county and meet any regu
lations in effect, and registered with
the Register of Deeds. (Note: Before
purchasing any land, it i~ advisab~e

to check any zoning ordmances ill

place.) Ifburial lots are being sold in
advance, a trust fund must be estab
lished and set up through the Secre
tary of State's office. This is to make
sure that the money collected for lots
and upkeep is being used as stated in
the contract and not being used to

May 2001

fund someone's vacation.
Upon further discussion, the

SFTA Board of Directors decided not
to pursue the establishment of our
own cemetery. Some of the reasons
for this decision included the cost,
maintenance, long-term upkeep, re
sponsibility of handling details with
burial, and choosing one location for
a SFTA cemetery. Another major
reason for not establishing our own
cemetery is the fact that from one
end of the Trail to the other, estab
lished cemeteries can already be
found, several with existing Santa
Fe Trail ruts running through or
near them. A listing of some of these
can be found on the Internet, county
by county. The site is the USGS Map
Site at <http://mapping.usgs.gov/
www/gnis/gnisform.html>. The use
of an established cemetery would in
sure upkeep and maintenance in the
future, as well as a record of the bur
ial. It would also allow individuals to
choose an area of the Trail that is
special to them. County offices
should be able to tell who to check
with at individual cemeteries for
costs and requirements to be buried
there. As noted before, there are sev
eral established cemeteries laid out
right over the Santa Fe Trail and
with a little planning, an individual
could be laid to rest eternally "in a
rut" or at least close to one!

A question was also raised about
being buried, or having ashes spread
at National Park Sites. Burials are
generally prohibited at National
Park Sites, except at the already es
tablished National Cemeteries, such
as Arlington. However, certain crite
ria must be met before burial is al
lowed at these sites. To see if you are
eligible at these cemeteries, you
should check with the superinten
dent of that particular site. The
spreading of ashes may be done in
National Parks, or at Historic Sites,
but only with the permission of that
site, or in areas that are specifically
designated for such a purpose. Bef
ore doing anything at a National
Park Site, get the written permission
of the superintendent of that site.

When thinking of your options
concerning burial, or the spreading
of ashes, please consider the histori
cal integrity of the site. Will a burial
or a monument placed at a site
where someone has spread ashes dis
rupt the historic integrity of the site?
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A headstone or monument would be
a permanent modern intrusion on
the historic scene. Digging a grave or
just placing a small marker could po
tentially destroy buried archaeologi
cal remains, which could include pre
vious unmarked burials. Consider
also the cultures of that area. The
spreading of human ashes, or a ran
dom burial, could be seen as a dese
cration of an area that is considered
"sacred" by some groups.

Perhaps the most important thing
involved with the disposal of human
remains is that your wishes be made
known. Make sure that you discuss
this matter with those closest to you
and let them know where you would
like to be laid to rest. The Santa Fe
Trail will always live on, unfortu
nately, we will not.

JOSIAH GREGG SOCIETY
ESTABLISHED BY SFTA

by Mike Patterson

(Patterson is a charter member of
SFTA and serves as regional director
of planned giving for the Arthritis
Foundation in San Antonio, TX. He
has donated his time to assist SFTA
in developing planned-giving pro
grams, including the Josiah Gregg
Society.)

THE Santa Fe Trail Association
Board of Directors has approved the
creation of the Josiah Gregg Society
to recognize and honor individuals
who have made a planned gift to the
SFTA. Planned gifts include, but are
not limited to, naming the SFTA as a
beneficiary through a bequest, chari
table remainder trust, insurance pol
icy, retirement plan assets, or estate
planning tools.

'We thought it most fitting that
this society be named after Josiah
Gregg, Trail merchant and author of
the first extensive history of the
Santa Fe Trail," says Margaret
Sears, president of the SFTA. "He
had the vision to plan for the future,
and that's what planned giving is all
about as well."

To be recognized in the Josiah
Gregg Society, a member must notify
the SFTA president that she or he
has made such a provision in an es
tate plan. Unless the individual
wishes to voluntarily provide the in
formation, the amount or type of gift
is not required for membership.
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Wagon Tracks will print a listing
of the members of the Josiah Gregg
Society. In addition, each member
will receive a certificate of Society
membership or similar gesture of ap
preciation.

"The Josiah Gregg Society is des
ignated to encourage our members to
think about the future-not orily
theirs, but also the future of the
Santa Fe Trail Association and the
Santa Fe Trail itself," said President
Sears. "Through a bequest, trust, in
surance policy or other means, indi
viduals can help ensure that the
Trail is preserved for future genera
tions to enjoy."

For more information on the Jo
siah Gregg Society, contact Presi
dent Margaret Sears, 1871 Candela,
Santa Fe NM 87505, or call her at
(505) 473-3124.

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS
(Editor's Note: Alma Gregory did not
write the following for publication,
but she makes lnany good points and
has agreed to permit inclusion here.)

I was pleased to see my article,
"Bleeding, Purging, Vomiting, and
Quinine Were the Cures of Choice"
about Dr. Bob Mallin's presentation
to a Corazon Chapter meeting, in the
last WT. I thought your expansion in
the introduction and suggested
further-reading sources were splen
did additions to my text.

By now you know how stunned I
was therefore upon reaching the
very last page and your editor's col
umn challenging Dr. Mallin's verac
ity and your apology for running the
story.

You of course have every right to
cut anything you wish from any arti
cle submitted, including the entire
article. However, instead of killing
the entire article which you ulti
mately found so offensive, or even
having the courtesy to e-mail or tele
phone me inquiring whether I was
sure this article really should be con
sidered by you, you ran it and then
insulted both Dr. Mallin and me 22
pages later. You can say you didn't
mean to impugn me all you wish.
Nevertheless, the fact is, you stated
very plainly, "I apologize for includ
ing it."

Bob Mallin was not giving his doc-
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toral presentation to a panel of ex
perts in the Santa Clara Cafe last
November, nor the many times bef
ore he has given this entertaining
lecture at Pecos National Monument
and Fort Union.

Perhaps the key word there is en
tertainment - but only you and a
handful of other experts would know
that. To the majority of us, and I
speak from also observing the audi
ence at Fort Union get caught up in
his talk and enthusiastically ask
questions and wonder over his medi
cal instruments, it was an hour's
presentation of material we would
not normally even think of, much
less have ready access to.

. You may have, in your neck of the
woods, an abundance of retired
medical doctors regularly giving
ponderous presentations on medical
practices along the Santa Fe Trail
between 1821 and 1879, but this is
the first one I have ever heard - al
beit I have only been an active mem
ber of SFTA for almost four years.

In fact, it is safe to say I do not
know one other single medical doctor
along my stretch of the Trail who is
volunteering their time to get in
volved, teach and learn a little, and
have some fun.

If you thought what Dr. Mallin
said was in error or felt it had no
relevance at all for WT, why did you
run it in the first place? It is only two
columns long. Surely you must have
something in stock to replace that
short piece. I know you have been
calling for submissions to WT - that's
part of what prompted me to submit
this article. Several of us here
thought he was very interesting.

I can't help seeing the irony in
President Sears's three-column arti
cle in the same issue, pleading for
more exposure, participation, mo
ney, and membership versus the last
paragraph in the issue where you
slam-dunk a retired doctor who is in
terested, active, and participating.

I don't know whether he is a dues
paying, card-carrying SFTA member
- but I sure betcha' he won't ever be
after this issue reaches everyone!

I say, how sad. It occurs to me that
without active volunteers SFTA
would not be where it is today. Have
they all been scholarly experts?
Wouldn't it be kinder to offer a little
guidance, nudge them along in the
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direction they are growing rather
than summarily dismiss them with,
"I apologize for including it"?

I think what you have done to Dr.
Mallin is very sad. In my opinion, it
is him to whom you owe the apology
and three months down the line with
the next WTseems a long way away.

Alma Gregory
HC 69 Box 20-J

Sapello NM 87745

I cannot disagree with anything you
say, and my apology to Dr. Mallin
and you appears on the front page of
this issue. I was wrong and regret it.
You have been very gracious, and I
appreciate it.

Editor

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

While reading the current issue of
Wagon Tracks, I was pleasantly sur
prised to come across the description
of the bicycle trip & ride schedule on
page 6. Also, the listing in the Trail
Calendar. I thank you for giving the
Trek so much space. Commenting on
Margaret Sears's "President's Col
umn," ever since its first printing, we
have given every cyclist who rides
the Trek a copy of the excellent Nat'l
Park Service Trail brochure. It's the
best piece I've seen about the Trail.
Also, with the Park Service's permis
sion, we give every rider a quality T
shirt with the full color print of the
Park Service's copyright Trail logo.
The riders prize these shirts and are
proud to wear them not only on our
trips, but back to their home towns
which include many riders from
Canada and Great Britain. Thanks
for every thing.

Willard Chilcott
SFT Bicycle Committee

885 Camino Del Este
Santa Fe NM 87501

Editor:
With regard to the availability of

filnt products centering on the Santa
Fe Trail (president's Cohunn, Wagon
Tracks, February 2001), I would re
mind readers that there is a video
tape available from KNME Public
Television (Albuquerque, NM) of the
program "With Each Turn of the
Wheel.' While this one-hour-Iong
tape is not precisely akin to those
shown at National Park Service
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sites, it does contain scenes of the
present-day Trail and develops the
story of various historical issues in
this part of the country relating to
the Santa Fe Trail. I believe several
organizations affiliated with SFTA
have held showings of "With Each
Turn of the Wheel." Individual cop
ies are available for $14.95 plus ship
ping and handling from KNME at 1
800-328-5663. New Mexico residents
must add 5% tax. The tape is re
ferred to as episode #801 in the
award-winning "KNME Colores" se
ries. It was produced in 1996.

My wife Suzanne is an adminis
trator at KNME. I am retired from a
broadcasting career but, as a mem
ber ofSFTA, I assisted the producers
in some of the early preparation for
this production, especially in point
ing them toward Trail authorities
and other sources, including Marga
ret Sears in Santa Fe. A number of
these people did contribute to the
program and/oT appeaTed on camera
in "With Each Turn of the Wheel."

Allan Kurman
3108 Camino Cepillo NW

Albuquerque NM 87107
<skurman@unm.edu>

Editor:
Through the yeal'S I've enjoyed

and learned much about the Santa
Fe Trail by reading your Wagon
Tracks. I am a charter member of the
Santa Fe Trail Association. I have all
Wagon Tracks issues from your first,
with a few pages, to the last one with
28 pages.

I should have written long ago to
thank you and Bonita for all the ef
fort and time you spend writing a
quality publication for the SFTA
membership. We are so lucky to have
both of you.

You may wonder why I'm writing.
I had to tell you my favorite article,
so far, is in the Feb. 2001 issue,
pages 10-18, "Santa Fe Trail Per
spectives on Natural History." I love
reading and rereading your selection
of quotations from Trail travelers
about various aspects of nature
along the Trail.

Thanks to both of you for your
dedication in the highest order.

Evelyn A. Bartlow
54 Woodbridge Ln

Kansas City MO 64145
Thank you for generous praise.

Editor
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WOMEN'S TALES OF THE TRAIL
RARE BUT TELLING

by Marc Simmons

(The following appeared in Sim
mons' "Trail Dust" column in the
March 3, 2007, Santa Fe New Mexi
can. Special thanks to him for shar
ing this.)

IN those days women dreaded worse
than death the perils of Western
trails." Those words were recorded
by Hezekiah Brake in setting down
his recollections of an 1858 trip over
the Santa Fe Trail. The young Eng
lish immigrant had come out to Fort
Union, N.M., where a civilian job
awaited him. He soon sent for his
wife and infant child he had left in
Missouri.

The hazards and discomforts of
trail travel were well known to
women in the East. Many of them
thought it foolish to risk the welfare
of their families by following their
menfolk to New Mexico, Oregon, or
California in search of an elusive
prosperity. But quite a number put
their fears aside and went.

The Santa Fe Trail was somewhat
unusual in that for much of its 60
year existence, women travelers
were scarce. That was primarily be
cause the majority of wagon traffic
involved commercial freighting.
Merchants, making quick business
trips to Santa Fe, Albuquerque and
EI Paso, thought is safer to leave
their families at home.

A few years ago, I made a survey
of first hand published accounts by
women on the Santa Fe Trail. I could
only locate 20, and all but two were
relatively short. By contrast, for the
Oregon Trail, an emigrant route,
dozens of women's diaries and mem
oirs are available.

The two long Santa Fe Trail items
are by Susan Magoffin and Marion
Sloan Russell. Together, the pair of
books gives us a foundation for un
derstanding the feminine perspec
tive on traveling by merchant cara
van to Santa Fe.

Eighteen year-old Susan Shelby
Magoffin, raised in luxury on a Ken
tucky plantation, left for New Mexico
in June of 1846. She accompanied
her new husband, veteran Santa Fe
Trail trader Samuel Magoffin, at a
time when the beginning of the
Mexican War was making trail
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travel even more difficult than
usual.

The doting Samuel did his best to
shield her from some of the hard
ships by providing his wife a car
riage, s~rvant girl, spacious tent,
and folding bed. But his efforts were
not entirely successful.

Crossing Ash Creek in central
Kansas, the carriage tipped over and
Susan was injured. Later, on the
road below Socorro, she suffered a
severe attack of malaria but found
relief by swallowing a box of Sap
pington's Quinine Pills.

T~oughout the long trip to New
MeXICO and then to Chihuahua, Su
san kept a diary that described
events, places, and people. In Santa
Fe, for instance, she wrote about
shopping for food in the market at
tending ~ :r:nilitary ball, and recei~ing
formal VISItS from town dignitaries.

In 1926, her splendid diary was
f?und in a Missouri attic and pub·
lished. For many years it was as
sumed Susan Magoffin was the first
Anglo woman to travel the Santa Fe
Trail. But then in 1987, historian
Marian Meyer discovered that Mary
Donoho had made the trip in 1833.
Unfortunately, however, she left no
record of her experiences.

Little Marian Sloan, age 7, made
her fu'st crossing of the Santa Fe
Trail with her mother and older
brother in 1852. It was to be merely
the first ofa half dozen such trips un
dertaken in her youth. On one of
those in the 1860's, she met and fell
in love with Lieutenant Richard Rus
sell, stationed on the Trail at Fort
Union east of Las Vegas. They were
married in the post chapel.

Shortly before her death at 91 in
1936, Marian dictated her recollec
tions. They were published as a book
in 1954 under the title Land of En
chantment. Only 750 copies were
printed.

When I became interested in Trail
history a couple of decades later, it
was practically impossible to find a
copy in rare bookstores. I persuaded
UNM Press to bring out a new edi
tion, which it did in 1981. It has re
mained in print ever since.
~nd of Enchantment, with its

movmg narrative, is my favorite
book dealing with the American
West. Marian Russell had left us a
classic and a literary treasure. Not
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long ago, a national magazine re
ferred to her as "the best-known
woman to have traveled the Santa
Fe Trail."

Her fame, however, is of quite
recent origin, dating only from UNM
Press's republication of her
recollections. Before 1981, she had
slipped into undeserved obscurity.

THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(please keep sending those newslet
ters, your important dates, and hap
penings to Anna Belle Cartwright,
SFTA Museums Coordinator, 5317
Charlotte St, Kansas City MO 64110,
e-mail <Acartwrght@aol.com>.)

AT this writing, spring's greens and
pinks are chasing away the "winter
blues," and we are looking ahead to
the time when the trees take on the
serious business of providing leafy
shade for upcoming events where the
sun shines bright and hot. All along
the Santa Fe Trail this summer
there will be things to do and see and
celebrate. Spaces on the summer
time calendar of events are filled in
with names and places, whatever
your pleasure, be it bus tours or trail
rides, festivals or fireworks, barbe
cues, picnics, or pet parades. A list
ing of some of the offerings is below.
A star * marks those events created
for children.
May 20-June 9: Cimarron Grass
land Heritage Festival at Elkhart,
KS. See last issue of WT or contact
Helen Brown (620) 697-2833 or e
mail <mtcomuseum@elkhart.com>.
June 1: Santa Fe Trail Daze Tour,

Cimarron County, OK. The tour bus
heads out from the Cimarron Heri
tage Center in Boise City promptly
at 8:00 am, with stops at Autograph
Rock and sites in the Kenton area.
Bus tour is free; lunch at Camp Billy
Joe costs $5 (or bring your own). Res
ervations are a must, (580) 544
3479.
June 2: Friends of Arrow Rock An
tique Forum. Calling all antique en
thusiasts to Arrow Rock, MO, for a
"Journey into the World of Classical
Furniture and Decorative Arts from
1815-1840." There will be famous
speakers, lunch at the old tavern and
an end-of-the-day Champagne recep
tion at "Oak Grove." Contact (660)
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837-3231 or <www.friendsar.org>.
June 9-August 26: Beyond the Ho
rizon: Robert Sudlow & Keith Jacob
shagen at the Stauth Museum, Mon
tezuma, KS. If you think you have
seen the prairie in every color and
form, see it again through the eyes of
two of the most celebrated American
landscape painters at work today;
twenty paintings of Kansas and Ne
braska. (620) 846-2527 or <stauthm
@ucom.net>.
*June 9: Santa Fe Trail Festival, 10
am-4 pm, Trinidad, CO, History Mu
seum. Free living-history presenta
tions of Kit Carson, SFT traders, and
African-Americans in the Frontier
West. Also "Visits With a Victorian
Lady" with Judi Brandow. More in
formation, (719) 846-7217.
June 9-June 10: Six Western Chap
ters of the SFTA at Las Animas and
La Junta, CO. Early birders on June
8 might enjoy the area museums:
Otero, Koshare Indian, Bent's Fort,
or Kit Carson. June 9, 10:30 am, reg
istration at Best Western Bent's Fort
Inn precedes a buffet lunch. A slide
show previews some of the Mountain
Route sites. Guests will board buses
for Bent's Old Fort, Fort Lyon, Las
Animas Cemetery, and a Boggsville
tour with a barbecue supper. Pro
gram by Kit Carson's great-grand
son, John Carson. Sunday morning
features an 8:00 am breakfast at
Otero Jr. College in La Junta. Buses
will go to Timpas, where a boxed
lunch awaits, then on to Iron Spring
and Hole in the Rock for a special
program. Contact Dub Couch, (719)
254-3000.
June 16: First Fort Tours at Fort
Union National Monument, NM.
Open only once a year, this event
provides visitors with a rare view of
the archaeologically-sensitive first
Fort Union. Tours will be provided
throughout the day. (505) 425-8025
or <foun_administration@nps.gov>.
*Summer History Outings from
the Trinidad History Museum, (719)
846-7217:
June 30: 8:30-11:30 am, Trinidad's
Architecture, a walking tour for
adults and teens and a hands-on
workshop for kids ages 6-12. Fee
charged.
July 14: A repeat of June 30 pro
gram, same times.
July 21: 8:30-11:30 am, For Garden
and Nature Lovers, a walking tour
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for adults and teens and, at the mu
seum, a hands-on workshop for kids
ages 6-12. Fee charged.
*July 18: "Once Upon a Time" Chil
dren's Workshop, 1-3 pm, ages 8-11,
hands-on activities exploring Trini
dad's past. Sponsored by Trinidad
History Museum and Carnegie Pub
lic Library.
*July 4: Celebrate Trinidad's 125th
Birthday at Trinidad History Mu
seum, 12:00 pm, free admission for
Colorado residents. The birthday
cake is at the museum; there will be
music at Kit Carson Park and fire
works at Trinidad Lake. (719) 846
7217
*July 14: Forgotten Skills Day at
Shawnee Indian Mission, Fairway,
KS (Kansas City area), 10:00 am
5:00 pm What was life like before
electricity? Stop at the spacious
grounds of the Shawnee Indian Mis
sion and find out. See the skills of
blacksmithing, broom making, out
door cooking, weaving, wood carv
ing, and much more, (913) 262-0867.
July 28-29: Cultural Encounters on
the Santa Fe Trail, Fort Union Na
tional Monument, the cultural diver
sity of 19th century Fort Union and
the Santa Fe Trail is recreated by
contemporary performers. You may
see former Fort Union resident, Mar
ion Russell, or thrill to ancient
Apache airs on flute or guitar by Vin
cent Kaydahzinne. Hear the talk and
make the walk with Lola Henio as
she and her Navaho ancestors suffer
"The Long Walk" to Bosque Redondo.
For times and information, (505)
425-8025 or e-mail <foun_adminis
tration@nps.gov>.
July 28: Bloom Picnic and Dedica
tion Ceremony, 11 am-2:00 pm. The
Trinidad (Colorado) Historical Soci
ety and Friends of Historical Trini
dad host their annual picnic in the
Bloom Gardens. Dedication of the
new SFT Information Center. Reser
vations for picnic and a fee for lunch,
(719) 846-7217.
August 4: Prelude to the Civil War,
2 pm-3:00 pm at the Shawnee Indian
Mission, Fairway, KS. Meet Abra
ham Lincoln, Gen. Jim Lane, John
Brown, and a host of other historical
characters who debate the slavery
question and other issues that led
our nation into the Civil War. The
fictional historical drama is pre
sented by the Lecompton Reenac-
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HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

••••

Harry C. Myers. superintendent
at Fort Union National Monument,
Watrous, NM, for nine years, whom
many believed would be buried next
to William Rawle Shoemaker on the
site, has moved to new trails. He is
now on the staff of Long Distance
Trails in National Park Headquar
ters in Santa Fe working on the
management plan for El Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro. He has
purchased a home in the Santa Fe
suburb Eldorado. Congratulations,
Harry.

• • • •

b. by oxen
c. by horseback
d. by mule
e. by car (averaging 60 mph)
Students can report on their find-

ings and compare notes on which
method of travel they prefer. Remind
them that only modern vehicles are
air conditioned. The climate control
for all other methods of travel are
regulated by Mother Nature.

On February 12 D. Ray Blakeley,
president of the Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter, became the director of the
Herzstein Memorial Museum in
Clayton, NM, under the auspices of
the Union County Historical Society.
Blakeley plans to work with the Na
tional Park Service Long Distance
Trails Office to develop a Santa Fe
Trail exhibit at the museum. Con
gratulations, D. Ray.

• • • •
The February issue of Oklahoma

Living featured an article about
Autograph Rock entitled "If This
Rock Could Talk." It relates history
of the area and of how Dan and Carol
Sharp became the owners of Auto
graph Rock. The Sharps and the Na
tional Park Service have a coopera
tive agreement signed ten years ago
that provides public access and pres
ervation of the site.

Wabaunsee County,' KS, has of
ficially adopted names for its county
and township roads. The Santa Fe
Trail crossed the county. Road
names associated with the Trail are
142 Mile Road, Agnes City Road,
Chicken Creek Road, Dragoon Creek
Road, Elm Creek Road, Mormon
Trail Road, Military Trail Road, Ox
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pulled by a team of oxen."
This sets up anticipatory set, giv

ing the student an opportunity to
contribute via oral discussion (while
teacher hands out the maps) whe
ther he or she has ever hiked with
their family or with a scouting pro
gram, ridden on a b'ail ride or trav
eled by vehicle on a trip that seem
ingly took forever. (Are we there
yet?) Students can then begin to con
ceptualize the idea that it takes time
to travel a great distance and that
the two are interrelated.

Each problem requires the stu
dent to calculate the length of time
whether one travels by way of a mo
torized vehicle, with an ox cart, by
muleback, by riding a horse, or by
walking on one's own two feet. Each
method of travel requires a separate
formula. Note that the class will be
calculating actual time spent travel
ing. Necessary rest days will not be
included as part of the total. You can
discuss that aspect when utilizing
part 3 (in a future issue) of this exer
cise.

Sample problems:
1. Have the student determine the

length of time required for him/her
to walk to school. Some may already
be walking, so that will be easy. For
others who ride a bus, this may take
longer. Pair a walker with a rider so
that the two can compare experi
ences. Note: Have walkers share
their preferences regarding shoe
ware.

2. Calculate the time required for
a student to travel from the school to
a favorite place in the community by
horseback.

3. Calculate the time required for
the student to travel by mule from
the nearest segment of the Santa Fe
Trail to the school. (Local map re
quil·ed.)

4. Calculate the length of time re
quired for one person to travel with
an ox cart from a local grocery store
to the school.

5. Calculate the time required for
a wagon train to travel from Frank
lin, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mex
ico, making stops in between.

This can be broken into separate
units, with one team of students cal
culating distances/times by state, or
by segments.

a. by foot

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHER'S TRADING POST-

tors, (913) 262-0867.
August 18: An Evening at Fort Un
ion. Experience the fort by lantern
light. The shadows come alive and a
ghostly air pl'evails as one walks
through the adobe ruins, spotting
soldiers at leisure and soldiers on
duty, all in a silent pantomime. For
times and information, (505) 425
8025.
September 26: On the Way to Las
Vegas Symposium. Free admission
to the Trinidad History Museum for
membel's of the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation. On Wednesday, September
26, 12:00-4:00 pm, Richard Louden is
on hand to meet SFTA members and
talk about the Trail in Trinidad.

by Anne Mallinson

(Anne Mallinson is a, member of the
SFTA board of directors and candi
date for the office of vice-president.
She is a teacher and volunteered to
revive this column for teachers.)
Exploring the Relationship between
Time and Distance-Math Exercises us
ing the Santa Fe Troll

The following utilize both right
and left brain thinking skills. They
can be integrated to fit with practice
exercises needed to prepare students
for state testing objectives. The ac
tivities can be completed using ei
ther the individualized instruction
method or the cooperative learning
format.

Teacher says: "Have you ever
taken a long trip? Today we are go
ing to brainstorm with one another
and come up with three ways we can
evaluate how far one place is u'om
another." (Answer-By distance
vehicle odometer, map legend, pe
dometer, road signs. By time
numbel' of hours or days required for
covering a certain distance multi
plied by the rate of travel.)

"We are going to do some math
teasers by taking a trip down the
Santa Fe Trail." (Give students a
handout of a map of the Trail.) "The
average horse walks at a rate of
three and a half miles an hour. The
average person walks at a rate oftwo
and a half miles an hour. The aver
age mule can manage at least four
miles an hour. Twelve to fifteen
miles a day is good time for a wagon
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Team Road, Robbers Roost Road,
Santa Fe Trail Road, Soldier Creek
Road, and Wilmington Road. The
colorful name Bullwhacker Road
(the driver of an ox team) was
dropped when residents complained
they didn't want that name on their
stationary.

• • • •
SFTAmember Stanley B. Kimball

reports that Violet T. Kimball's
Stories of Young Pioneers in Their
Own Words has been named winner
of the Spur Award in the category of
Best Western Juvenile Nonfiction in
the Western Writers of America
annual literary competition. The
Western Writers of America repre
sents more than 600 writers of every
genre who share the common
interest of writing about the
American West.

The Dripping Springs Natural
Area near Las Cruces, NM, was the
outdoor feature in the May issue of
New Mexico Magazine. Giovanni
Maria Agostini, better known as
"The Hermit" spent the last year of
his life in a cave in the Organ
Mountains in this area. The article
briefly sketches his life.

• • • •
Dr. Mike Olsen, Professor of·

History and University Archivist,
New Mexico Highlands University,
Las Vegas, spoke on "Fleeting Fame:
Faded Heroes of the Santa Fe Trail,"
on March 26 at the Hotel Santa Fe.
This is part of the Speaker's Choice
Lectures Series presented by
Southwest Seminars for the Palace
of the Governors and underwritten
by Hotel Santa Fe, a Picuris Pueblo
Enterprise.

• • • •
Word has just been received that

Wesley Garton, charter member of
SFTA from Benton, KS, died Sep
tember 20, 2000. Sympathy is ex
tended to his family and friends.

• • • •
The Friends of Arrow Rock re-

cently received a 2001 McReynolds
Award from the Missouri Alliance of
Historic Preservation for their more
than 40 years of historic preserva
tion in Arrow Rock and the current
restoration projects of the black
lodge hall and the Lawless-Barger
farmstead. Executive Director Kath
y Borgman accepted the award at a
ceremony in the state capitol ro
tunda. Congratulations.

M. C. Gottschalk, Pioneer Merchants
Qf the Las Vegas Plaza. Las Vegas,
NM: M. C. Gottschalk, 2000. Pp. 60.
Maps, illustrations, notes, bibliog·
taphy, index. Paper, $15.00. Order
from M. C. Gottschalk, 118 Bridge
St, Las Vegas NM 87701; add $4 for
mailing. Book will be available at the
symposium.

Marcus Gottschalk of Las Vegas
operates a jewelry store on Bridge
St. near the Plaza, and he is an ac
complished historian. He won the

SFTA scholarship award in 1999.
This little book is carefully re
searched, thoroughly documented,
and well written. He makes is clear
that this town on the Santa Fe Trail
was a most important commercial
center into the 20th century.

Gottschalk traces the changes in
ownership and businesses around
the Plaza during three periods: that
of American occupation from the war
between the U.S. and Mexico
through the 1850s, the "Booming
Trail Years" of the 1860s and 1870s,
and the changes brought by the rail
road in the 1880s and after.

Gottschalk explains the relation
ship of the town to the Trail, and he
evaluates the importance of military
contracts and participation in eco
nomic development of the Territory
in the commercial success of leading
merchants. Many adapted well to
changing conditions, and Las Vegas
prospered.

A series ofmaps trace the changes
that occurred on the Plaza in key
years: 1853, 1862, 1867, 1876, and
1883. The text is enhanced with fme
illustrations. Most important are the
stories of the merchant families (His
pano, Anglo, French-Canadian, Ger
man, and Jewish) that made Las Ve
gas the leading commercial center in
New Mexico Territory for many
years. Many merchants in other
towns had outlets in Las Vegas. Its
dominance in trade lasted until
1912, when the main line of the rail
road bypassed the town and sent it
into decline.

Pioneer Merchants is highly rec·
ommended. Those attending the
symposium would do well to read it
before going to Las Vegas, gaining an
appreciation for the history of this
important Trail community. To un
derstand Las Vegas and the Trail,
one needs to know about many mer
chant families of New Mexico, in
cluding Romero, Lopez, Baca y Baca,
Gonzales, Perea, Otero, Blanchard,
Dold, Ilfeld, Maese, Pendaries, St.
Vrain, von Grolman, Whitlock, and
others. This book is the place to be
gin.

• • • •
J. L. Wilkerson, Frontier Freighter:
Alexander Majors. Kansas City:
Acorn Books, 2000. Pp. iv + 116. Il
lustrations. Paper, $9.95. Order
from Acorn Books, 7337 Terrace,
Kansas City MO 64114, phone (888)

••••
The Friends of Arrow Rock re

cently received a gift of $3,000 from
Corinne Jackson to underwrite ex
penses for the six-week Children's
Education Program. Jackson, age
93, attended school and taught
school in a one-room school house
and has recorded her experiences,
which will be printed and given to
each child who participates in the
program.

• • • •
Arrow Rock State Historic Site

has prepared a new 20-minute video
on "Arrow Rock: Frontier Town in
Boone's Lick Country." The premier
showing was held at the visitor's cen
ter in Arrow Rock on May 12.

• • • •
Craig Crease presented a pro

gram, "The Story of the Great Lone
Elm Campground," at the May 8
meeting of the Kansas City Area
Historic Trails Association, held at
Shawnee Indian Mission in Fairway,
KS.

• • • •
The Ford County Historical Soci

ety, with the help of several Boy
Scouts from Dodge City and the Ford
County Commission, is restoring the
Coronado Cross Park east of Dodge
City. The cleanup, painting, new
signs, and other improvements make
this park more attractive and acces
sible to visitors.

, . . . .
The ten new wayside exhibits in

terpreting the history of the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail in Council
Grove received second place in the
wayside exhibit category of the Na
tional Association for Interpreta
tion's annual interpretive media
competition last November. Con
gratulations to all involved.

CONVERSE OF THE PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

••••
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422-0320.
There is always a need for good

children's books about people who
made history, and this volume is
part of The Great Heartlanders Se
ries of biographies designed for read
ers ages 8-12. The story of Majors is
closely tied to the Trail.

This biography is faithful to the
record and tells Majors's story well,
relying in part on his autobiography.
The accounts of his career as a
freighter are especially informative
and interesting. Children will learn
about the Trail, wagon trains, char
acter, Pony Express, business suc
cess and failure, and other facets of
Majors's long life. Majors held to
high standards for himself and those
who worked for him. His story can be
an inspiration. Teachers and stu
dents will enjoy this fine biography.

RALPH'S RUTS
by Leo E. Oliva

(Editor Oliva writes a weekly col
umn, "Onr Kansas Heritage," for a
small-town Kansas newspaper, the
Logan Republican. This item is from
that series. Ralph Hathaway is a
charter member of SFTA, serves as a,
SFTA Ambassador, and welcomes
visitors to the famous ruts tha,t cross
his la,nd.)
I T is a small sign beside Highway 56
four miles west of Chase, Kansas,
and you will miss it if not watching
carefully. It says "Ralph's Ruts,"
with an arrow pointing north, "3/4
mile." The sign directs you to the fin
est set of Santa Fe Trail remnants in
Kansas or perhaps anywhere along
that historic highway from Missouri
to New Mexico.

On the farm of Ralph Hathaway,
for whom these pristine ruts are now
known, are seven parallel swales
produced by thousands of wagons,
draft animals, stagecoaches, loose
stock, and people walking or on
horseback. Ralph's grandfather
homesteaded this land well over a
century ago, and the pasture in
which these ruts are located has
never been cultivated. Ralph is an
octogenarian who has spent most of
his life, except for college and mili
tary service, living within sight of
these fascinating reminders of
travel, commerce, and military expe
ditions during a period from the
1820s to the 1870s. The railroad
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made the Trail obsolete.
If Ralph is home, he welcomes the

opportunity to tell visitors about the
Santa Fe Trail, why it crossed his
land to avoid heavy sand in the Ar
kansas River valley to the south, the
story of Plum Buttes (three large
sand dunes on which grew plum
thickets about a mile west of his
farm), and an Indian attack on his
farm, known as the Plum Buttes
Massacre, in 1867.

In 1867 a group of Cheyenne Dog
Soldiers attacked the wagon train
belonging to Franz Huning, a mer
chant in New Mexico who freighted
his own merchandise to Albuquer
que. On this particular trip Huning
was bringing his mother-in-law and
brother-in-law from Missouri. As
fate would have it, the Indians cut off
the carriage in which mother-in-law
and brother-in-law were riding, and
both were killed. By the way, this in
cident has spawned a few bad
mother-in-law jokes by tasteless and
disrespectful commentators. You
will hear none of those here. Soldiers
from Fort Zarah (east of present
Great Bend) recovered the bodies
and gave protection to the wagon
train.

Visitors may walk in these ruts
and envision the traffic that occurred
there. One can stand in awe and
imagine some of those travelers,
such as Kit Carson (one of the most
famous of all frontiersmen), Susan
Shelby Magoffin (whose diary has
been in print for over 70 years), Jo
siah Gregg (who wrote, in 1844, the
classic account of Commerce of the
Prairies), Marion Sloan Russell (who
first traveled the Trail as a seven
year-old girl and later wrote a beau
tiful memoir), Francis X. Aubry
(trailblazer and merchant who
opened new routes and pioneered
winter travel on the Trail), Bennett
Riley (military officer who led the
first escort of troops on the Trail in
1829 and for whom Fort Riley was
later named), General Stephen
Watts Kearny (who led the Army of
the West to conquer New Mexico and
California during the Mexican War),
Jose Antonio Chavez (New Mexican
merchant who was killed by a band
of thieves a few miles east of Ralph's
Ruts in 1843), Julia Archibald Hol
mes (a reform-minded woman who
wore the bloomer outfit and was the
first white woman to climb Pike's
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Peak), Kate. Kingsbury (who died of
tuberculosis at the Arkansas River
crossing west of present Dodge City
and was buried in Santa Fe), Philip
St. George Cooke (who participated
in several military expeditions and
captured a band of Texan mercenar
ies on the Trail in 1843), Alexander
Majors (partner in the firm of Rus
sell, Majors and Waddell, once the
largest freighting firm in the Ameri
can West), and thousands of un
named teamsters, travelers, sol
diers, and adventurers.

In 1996, to honor the 175th

anniversary of the opening of the
Santa Fe Trail, the Kansas Society of
Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR), which had erected
nearly 100 granite markers along
the route of the Trail across Kansas
earlier in this century, dedicated the
newest DAR marker at Ralph's Ruts.
Ralph and his famous ruts have been
featured in many publications,
including National Geographic. Next
time you are in the area, watch
closely for that small sign and enjoy
one of the little-known treasures of
our rich heritage.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS

BULLWHACKING
A frontier soldier, Robert Morris

Peck, wrote his memoirs for the Na
tional Tribune, published as a series
under the title of "Rough Riding on
the Plains 50 Years Ago, A Trooper's
Story,' in 1901. He spent time on the
Santa Fe Trail and recorded many
accounts of life along that route. In
the late 1850s he noted that the firm
of Majors and Russell held contracts
to deliver military supplies to west
ern forts. Alexander Majors had a
reputation of running a clean outfit,
as Peck noted, but sometimes even
Majors's strict rules had to be bent as
Peck described in the following ex
cerpt (National TribUlte, March 7,
1901):

We have passed severpl of Majors &
Russell's "bull" trains since we struck the
Santa Fe road, hauling Government
supplies to the military posts in New
Mexico. These outfits travel back and
forth across the plains, taking their own
risk against Indians. I am informed that
the owners of these trains arm each
teamster and wagon master. at start
ing. with a Bible and hymn-book, a
good rifle and plenty of ammunition;
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and they are required to enter into an
obligation in writing not to swear or
gamble, and not travel on Sundays;
and are also instructed that in case of
an attack from Indians, and they find
their Bibles and hymn-books insufficient
to repel the poor savages, and they
have to resort to the rifle, to take good
aim and not waste a shot.

In connection with this Bible ane).
hymn-book and non-swearing busi
ness, Imust related a little incident that
was told me by one of Majors & Rus
sell's wagon masters. He says:

"The first train that I ever ran for Ma
jors & Russell came near being the last
one, for I am firmly of the opinion that
no man can run a bull train or drive a
bull team without swearing. You see.
the steers are used to it, and so are the
teamsters, and the teams won't pUll
worth a cent without a little pious talk.
Well, as Iwas goin' to say, I hired to the
firm to take a train out to Fort Union,
and, of course, me and the boys had
to subscribe to the ironclad agreement
not to swear, etc., and after loading up
and receiving our outfit of Bibles, hymn
books, arms, ammunition and instruc
tions, we pulled out slowly and sadly
from the outfitting depot in Leaven
worth City.

"It seemed to me more like a funeral
procession than a bull train starting for
the plains. The cattle seemed half
asleep, I was afraid to say anything, for
fear Ishould swear, and each teamster
seemed afraid to pop his whip, for fear
it would betray him into using a few
cuss words. It was very muddy, but we
poked quietly along till we got into the
lane by the Government farm.

"That lane was always bad in a
muddy time, and when we got fairly
strung out in it the teams all seemed to
bog down at once. I became com
pletely discouraged, for though I was
an old bull-whacker, I never had tried
to run a train or drive a team without
swearing. So I called a halt. and in or
der not to discourage the boys, told
them I'd forgot something and would
have to go back to the office. Turning
my mule toward town, back I went
Iickety-brindle, fUlly determined to
throw up the job. Irode up to the office,
jumped off and hitched my mule, and
walked in. Mr. Majors, seeing me return
unexpectedly (and I probably looked
excited), asked: 'What's up?'

"'I've come back, sir, to ask you to
send another man out to take charge
of that train, if you know of one that
can run a bull train without swearing,
for I can't do it. I got as far as the Gov
ernment land, and there the train
stands, bogged down, world without
end, and nary team will pUll a pound.
I'm an old bull-whacker, sir, but I can't
drive bulls without using stronger lan-
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guage than my contract calls for.'
'''Well, go 'long, go 'long!' said the

old man, pettishly. 'If you have to
swear, don't swear any more than is
necessary. '

'''That settles it! Thankee, sir!' I said,
and Ijumped on my mule and lit out up
the road, whooping and swearing like
destruction, so as to get my hand in,
like, for I was gettin' sorter out of prac
tice.

"You'd orter seen how them bUII
whackers took the hint from my gentle
racket as I went splashin' and swearin'
along the train. And them steers! You'd
orter seen them squat and twist their
tails, as much as to say, 'Now we un
derstand you!'

"Well, sir, that train rolled right along,
and we had no more trouble about
stickin' in the mud. And that convinces
me that a bUIl-whacker must be al
lowed some liberty in his language."

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

D. Ray Blakeley presided over the
chapter meeting on March 24 follow
ing lunch at the historic Eklund Ho
tel and Saloon in Clayton, NM.
Eighteen members and guests were
prese,nt. Chapter boundaries were
discussed and the subject was tabled
until more information was avail
able. Helen Brown and Myrna Bar
nes volunteered to edit the chapter
newsletter. Blakeley reminded the
group of upcoming events: the west
ern chapters meeting in La Junta in
June, the Black Jack Ketchum Festi
val in Clayton, and the Grassland
Heritage Festival in Elkhart. He also
said that a traveling display of the
Santa Fe Trail was being developed.
A pair of ox shoes are needed.

Helen Brown reported that 145
I3tudents and 80 adults attended the
Kansas Day program at the Morton
County Historical Museum. Artist
Charles Goslin was scheduled to be
gin a continuation ofthe mural that
he began in the Santa Fe Trail dis
play. The mural will depict the
plains with a herd of buffalo in the
distance as a backdrop to the
mounted buffalo that has been do
nated to the museum. A "name the
buffalo" contest was held during the
Kansas Day observance. Third
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grader Carly Madrid won with the
name "Brewster" after Dr: Brewster
Higley who wrote the Kansas state
song "Home on the Range." The mu
seum staff is printing a quarterly
newsletter to keep members in
formed and a quarterly meeting with
a program is planned to help mem
bers feel more involved with their
museum. The staff is working on
shelves to house all the newspapers
that were printed in the county and a
media room has been set up for peo
ple who want to do research. The
staff is also busy with the Grassland
Heritage Festival, May 20-June 9.

Blakeley was recently appointed
the new director or the Herstein Mu
seum in Clayton, NM. Staff there are
working on inventorying and cata
loguing items. They are also working
on organizing family histories and
genealogy files and are involved in
the Black Jack Ketchum Festival.

Bill Mock, owner of McNees
Crossing, brought artifacts to show
that the family has found in the area
of the crossing. Items included a
spur, Indian paint pots, a sewing
awl, hide scrapers, handmade bullet
and handmade musket ball, and di
nosaur prints.

David Gaines, National Park
Service, spoke to the group on the
creation and preservation of Na
tional Historic Trails-especially
what could be done by the private
landowner. He used Dan and Carol
Sharp's partnership with the NPS on
the opening of Autograph Rock for
public display as an example of what
could be accomplished.

Following the program refresh
ments were served and the group
was invited to tour the museum.

A chapter project has been the do
nation of copies of Dave Webb's
Santa Fe Trail Adventures to all the
fIfth and sixth grade teachers in the
chapter area. Bill and Myrna Barnes
delivered the books in Colorado for
Leo and Mary Gamble. Thirty-five
fifth and sixth grade students from
the Walsh Elementary School,
Walsh, CO, were scheduled to visit
the Morton County Museum on May
5, 2001. On April 6, the fifth and
sixth grade students from Campo,
CO, took the same field trip after
studying the Trail using the books
provided by the chapter to their
school. They ate lunch at Middle
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Spring on the Cimarron National
Grassland, then Bill Barnes took the
children for a walk on the Santa Fe
Trail.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place #14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@am.net>

No report.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356-1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

The Wagon Bed Spring Chapter
met in Hugoton, April 19, 6:30 p.m.,
with 17 members present.

The high winds of early spring
had damaged two chapter signs in
the Wagon Bed Spring area, a~d

signage for the chapter was dis
cussed. Also discussed at the meet
ing was the guide lines for Santa Fe
Trail preservation.

The natural gas well project by
British Petroleum/Amoco that would
affect SFT ruts in Kearny County
was also discussed. Chapter Presi
dent Trotman met with BP/Amoco
representatives in Laki~ about ~he

proposed site. BP/Amoco IS not gomg
to drill at this location because there
is enough supporting evidence from
aerial photos, Kearny County origi
nal land survey map and field jour
nal notes that they feel that they
would be destroying a historic cul
tural resource. BP/Amoco was also
given a copy ofthe chapte~area map
ping information of Trail segme~t

GPS locations for there files to use ill

planning new well locations.
Ed Dowell and Jeff Trotman met

with Larry M:x about submitting in
formation to him for a chapter web
site. The web site is up and running
at <www.stjohnks.netlsantafetraill
wagonbedlspring.html>.

The next meeting will be July 12
in Ulysses at the Peddler's Inn Res
taurant, 6:30 p.m.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Deanne Wright
PO Box 45
Council Grove KS 66846
(620) 767-7080

On April 29 the chapter met at the
Kaw Mission in Council Grove for a
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short business meeting, followed by
a tour of the Trail ruts and historic
sites west of Council Grove. Doris
and Don Cress led the caravan to
visit some of the most noted Santa Fe
Trail sites in Trail literature, includ
ing Diamond Spring, Six Mile Cross
ing and Stage Station, and Lost
Spring. This tour was in response to
requests from chapter members and
area residents who have not made
the tour with knowledgeable guides.

Leland Zerbe and AI Bunting have
planned another great Trail Ride for
June 8 to June 15. Wah-Shun-Gah
Days in Council Grove is June 16
and 17. The ride will begin in Mar
quette, with rides planned in the
Marquette area, then travel to
Lindsborg and camp at the Old Mill.
On June 11 the group will ride east
of RoxbW;Y. Camp will be at Tampa
on June 12, and ride to the Lost
Spring area on June 13. Camp will
be near Delavan on the 14th and will
ride into Council Grove on the 15th.

End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
12919 Chitalpa Place
Albuquerque NM 87111
(505) 821-5805
<tomcarly@swcp.com>

On March 17 Andy Hernandez, a
teacher from Western New Mexico
University, Silver City, spoke at a
joint meeting of the chapter and the
Salida del Sol Chapter of the Old
Spanish Trail Association on "Indian
Slavery in New Mexico." About 24
chapter members were included in
the total attendance of 150. Her
nandez is a Ph.D. candidate at UNM.
His lecture recounted the long
tradition of slavery from ancient
times to the particular practice in
Spanish Colonial North America and
New Mexico.

Spanish law prohibited slavery
but the law was circumvented by en
couraging Indians to 'capture slaves
from other tribes and then ransom·
ing the captives. These slaves could
payoff their ransom over time, usu
ally six years but in reality longer in
many instances. The slave trade con
tinued after Mexican independence
in 1821 and even beyond the Ameri
can occupation in 1848.

On May 19 Harry Myers, former
superintendent at Fort Union Na
tional Monument, will present the
talk "Hispanic New Mexicans' Cul-

Wagon Tracks

tural Ideas and Interaction with Na
ture." Faye Gaines will speak about
her role as Liaison Officer for preser
vation ofthe Trail.

On July 21 Mike Najdowski will
lead a field trip to view the Trail
route and ruts in the San Miguel
area.

Corazon de los Camlnos
President Faye Gaines
HC 60 Box 27
Springer, NM 87747
(505) 485-2473
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftrail/cora
zon.htm>

The chapter was saddened by the
death of Elsie LeDoux. She and
LeRoy have given much to the
chapter and the Santa Fe Trail. She
and LeRoy were an immense help to
the Gaines during the dedication of
Point of Rocks.

Jack Urban, dedicated historian
of the area and last year's chapter
program chair, died in January. One
of the activities he planned was a
tour of Elizabethtown. His ashes are
interred there at the cemetery.

The November 18, 2000, meeting
was called to order by past-president
Stephen Whitmore, in place of Faye
Gaines, president and Jack Urban,
vice-president, who had moved to
California. Dorothy Valdez resigned
from the board and was replaced by
Alma Gregory. Jack Urban was rec
ognized as a most successful pro
gram chair. Jean Hinkle received a
round of applause for a very profes
sional and informative chapter
scrapbook. Ray Marchi's Marker and
Mapping Committee has done exten
sive mapping and marking. He needs
more volunteers. Nancy Robertson is
forwarding mapping data to SFTA.
Faye Gaines received another GPS
unit. Alma Gregory reported on our
web site which is now linked to the
Las Vegas/San Miguel Chamber of
Commerce site;-:Bernt Winkel, chair,
Morris Eiland, and Don McCloskey
will propose amendments to the by
laws, which have not changed in five
years. They will report to the mem
bership on March 18, 2001. Patti
Olsen reported that notices of the
Symposium St'udent Art Contest
were sent to 150 school districts.

The chapter board ofdirectors had
a productive meeting in Wagon
Mound Feb. 14. Mike Olson volun
teered to be the program chair. Ray
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Marchi agreed to serve on the board
and to be new vice-president. The re
vised bylaws were reviewed and sent
to members for review.

President Faye Gaines opened the
2001 activities with a spirited meet
ing at the Santa Clara Cafe in
Wagon Mound. The good news was
conveyed by Stephen Whitmore:
planning for the Symposium 2001 is
on track. Many of our 2001 Corazon
activities will be centered on making
sure that we are providing our
guests the best symposium ever. To
this end, there are several walking
tours of Las Vegas as part of our ac
tivities which serve as dry runs and
should prove quite interesting not
only to us "natives" but also to our
chapter in general.

Jean Hinkle displayed our chap
ter's scrapbook. What a glorious col
lection of memorabilia! Again, three
cheers for Jean.

Hal Jackson is running for SFTA
president. He received a rousing en
dorsement from the 33 chapter mem
bers present. Gaines will write a rec
ommendation to the SFTA Nominat
ing Committee. Work continued to
obtain non-profit corporation status
from the state of New Mexico.

The "bad" news is that Harry My
ers has left us to work in Santa Fe'
and the Camino Real. Gaines pre
sented Harry with a gilded coal
bucket, and Harry promised to visit
us. Our loss is the EoT's gain: they
cannot wait to get Harry to give
them all those good talks. In the
meantime, Harry, let us know if you
need guys to do some dirty work: a
sacrificial coat for an adobe wall
somewhere on the Camino Real.

About 20 history enthusiasts at
tended the April 22 meeting at the
Holiday Classic in Raton, NM.
Nancy Robertson arranged for Gerry
Clay Allison, great-great-grandson
of Jesse Allison, the older brother of
Gunfighter Clay, to give a living-his
tory presentation "The Life and
Death of a Gunfighter."

President Gaines reported she
was doing the paperwol'k for New
Mexico non-profit status for the
chapter. The Santa Fe Trail Scenic
Byway in New Mexico, sponsored by
the Federal Highway Commission, is
giving grants to promote tourism
along the designated corridor. Who
better to promote the Trail and have
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facts about the Trail than the Co
razon and End ofthe Trail Chapters?
Without non-profit status, the chap
ter is not eligible for available
grants.

Alma Gregory has consented to
edit the chapter newsletter. Many
thanks to Bernt Winkel for his many
years of excellent service as editor.

Faye Gaines, SFTA board
member, has been charged with
establishing chapter preservation
committees. Mike Taylor has agreed
to accept the chairmanship of the
chapter Preservation Committee
until the November election. He
reported that hearings have been
held in Mora County to evaluate
permits for cell towers along 1-25.
Both towers disrupt the "viewshed"
of the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail and the Santa Fe Trail Scenic
Byway.

The Corazon Chapter, host of the
2001 Symposium at Las Vegas, NM,
September 27-30, hopes to see you
there. Registration packets have
been sent. Symposium Coordinator
Steve Whitmore is still happily tak
ing names for the volunteer lists,
phone (505) 454-0683. Read informa
tion with your registration packet,
noting many additional activities
available before the symposium. The
chapter web site (addres's in above
chapter heading) is constantly up
dated with symposium information
and the chapter's monthly activities.
From June through November, they
are as follows:
June 17: Point of Rocks Ranch east
of Springer. Potluck picnic at noon,
meeting begins at 1:00. Faye Gaines,
Dixie Odum, and Becky Sauble will
speak on "Ranching and Ranch
Women." Contact Faye Gaines at
(505) 485-2473.
July 15: St. Paul's Peace Episcopal
Lutheran Church, 8th and National,
Las Vegas. Lunch on your own, meet
at the church at 1:00. This will be a
Churches ofLas Vegas Tour as it will
be conducted for the symposium.
Contact Mary Whitmore (505) 454
0683; e-mail <whitmore@newmexico
.com>.
August 19: Santa Fe Trail Museum,
606 Maxwell Ave, Springer. Lunch
possibilities to be announced, mu
seum tour starts at 1:00. Contact
Mike Taylor at (505) 483-5554; e
mail <miket@railnet-isp.com>.
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September 27-30: Symposium!
October 21: Santa Clara Cafe, Wag
on Mound. Buffet at noon, meeting
at 1:00. Guest speaker TBA.
November 18: Santa Clara Cafe,
Wagon Mound. Buffet at noon, meet
ing at 1:00. This is the annual year
end meeting and election of officers.
Guest speaker TBA.

New members and guests are al
ways welcome.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Lon Palmer
358 W 8th St
Hoisington KS 67544
(620) 653-2827

The chapter has a new permanent
address: WetlDry Route Chapter of
the SFT, PO Box 355, Larned KS
67550.

The chapter hosted a very success
ful seminar on the Santa Fe Trail
and the Civil War on April 28 and
served the lunch on April 28 for the
joint meeting of the Fort Larned Old
Guard and the WetiDry Routes
Chapter. The spring business meet
ing was held the day of the seminar.

During the evening of April 20,
2001, a devastating tornado struck
the city of Hoisington, killing one
person. The home of President Pal
mer was destroyed, along with some
200 other homes.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Nancy Jo Trauer
1309 West Brier
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8343

On February 25 the chapter met
at the Kansas Heritage Center
where Jim Scherer, director, gave a
program on the Santa Fe Trail
Elderhostel tour conducted each
October.

The new president for 2001-2002
is Nancy Jo Trauer. She is the direc
tor of the Kansas Teacher's Hall of
Fame in Dodge City. She is also a
charter member of the chapter.

Officers and directors have met to
plan the 2001 year. The chapter has
been invited to present a program at
the yearly Fort Dodge Day, July 7,
2001, for the fourth year.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 64015
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com.
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The chapter met April 29 at 2:00
pm in the chapel area in the East
Building of Shawnee Indian Mission
Historical Site located at the corner
of Mission Road and 53rd Street
(3403 West 53rd, Fairway, KS
66205). A docent explained the Mis
sion's history as members toured the
site. National SFTA President Mar
garet Sears was in attendance for
this event and visited with our chap
ter regarding Trail matters in the
MRO area.

The following officers were elect
ed for 2001: President Nancy Lewis,
Vice-President John Atkinson, Sec
retary Anne Mallinson, Treasurer
Glenda Sours, Historian William
Wall, and Directors Roger Slusher,
Anna Belle Cartwright, Mary Con
rad, and Julie Daicoff.

Mter ten years of vohmteer serv
ice, founding member Jane Mallin
son is retiring from the MRO Board.
Thank you, Jane, for your gift of
time, expertise, and creativity. With
out your dedicated perseverance,
MRO would not have begun as early
as it did, nor remain as strong.

The MRO Board nominated John
Atkinson to run for the SFTA Board
of Directors for the Missouri position
open in the upcoming election.

Glenda Sours and Julie Daicoff re
ported that, upon disbanding, The
Friends of Mahaffie Farmstead do
nated $1000 to MRO to be used to
ward the 2003 symposium. Our
chapter is very appreciative of this
generous contribution and will use it
to further education and preserva
tion efforts as per the SFTA mission
statement. Thanks to Glenda and
Julie for their years of hard work in
promoting and preserving the Ma
haffie Farmstead and its historical
Trail legacy.

Mark your calendar for a fun field
day on National Trails Day June 2.
The Missouri River Outfitters will
celebrate its 10th year with a pot
luck gathering at Schumacher Park.
National Mapping/Marking Chair
man John Schumacher will share lo
cal mapping/marking information
with us and we can view the inter
pretive signs at the site. A special
ceremony is planned. Bring your
lawn chair and musical instruments.
For further information, contact
President Nancy Lewis at 816-229
8379.
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Quivira
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

The chapter will host the 2005
symposium. Plans are underway to
provide an outstanding program.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dale E. Brooks
316 W 16 st
Newton KS 67114
(620) 283-6454

Twenty-five members and guests
attended the February meeting at
Kingfisher Inn on Marion County
Lake. The program was a presen
tation of the history of the lake and a
presentation of the life William
Becknell given by Vernon Lohrentz.

Chapter officers made an auto
tour of the SFT through Marion
County on March 30. Markers and
ruts were viewed with the following
objectives in mind:

1. Review all existing markers
and plot on a Marion County map.

2. Review and identify visible evi
dence of Trail ruts and plot on map.

3. Identify locations where ruts
can be observed from the road and
plot on map.

4. Identify potential locations for
road signs identifying direction for
Marion County auto tour.

The tour gave the chapter officers
an indication of the work to be done
in developing a Marion County Auto
Tour of the Trail markers and ruts.

Our chapter lost a long-time mem
ber Alex Case to death. He will be
missed.

The next meeting is scheduled for
May 24 in Canton. A tour of the
Empire camp and town will be made.

Bent'sForf
President Dub Couch
PO Bos 325
Rocky Ford CO 81067
(719) 254-3000
<dubcouch@ria.net>

The chapter started the year with
an election and awards meeting in
January. Small compensation for all
the time and work that goes into
making the chapter function.

Our first tour, May 12, arranged
by Lolly Ming and hosted by Angelo
Passini, started at the Kansas line
and came west along Highway 50.
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This was an interresting and educa
tional tour.

The biggie this year is the West
ern Six Chapters meeting hosted by
Bents Fort Chapter, June 9-10. The
tour organizers are Dale and Teresa
Kesterson. We will have busses to
transport about one hundred people.
Also we will have a motorhome with
the tour to be available for those that
may need restroom facilities. The
first day will pretty much be sites,
Bent's New Fort, Fort Lyon (see Kit
Carson Chapel, where it will be
moved when Colorado Dept. of Cor
rections takes over Fort Lyon), south
of Las Animas to view early grave
sites of some of the original settlers,
and Boggsville for a tour, barbecue
dinner, and reenactment of a part of
Kit Carson's life by his great-grand
son,John Carson.

Sunday ,after breakfastand meet
ing, it willbe viewing ruts at Timpas,
Iron Spring, and Hole in the Rock.
Again we will have busses and the
motorhome. All members of SFTA
are invited and welcome.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
JE Canyon Ranch LLC. PO Box 813,

Powell WY 82435
Land of Enchantment Ranch Co., Rich

ard Ferina, 6506 N Ponchartrain, Chi
cago IL 60646

PATRON MEMBERSHIP
Steve Hyslop, 608 Ramey St. Alexandria

VA 22301

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Robert & Martha Platzer, 960 Morgan

Dr, Boulder CO 80303
Carol Retzer. 4215 E 245 St. Lyndon KS

66451
Roger & Jary Riolo. 1036 t:..fVV Harmon,

Bend OR 97701
Laurie & Jim Swindler. 807 Normal Ave,

NormallL 61761
Pat & Candy Taylor. 4230 E 24 St, Lyn

don KS 66451
William Timberlake, PO Box 127, Ocate

NM 87734
Kathleen & John Webb. Jr., 2658 Port

derosa Rd, Franktown CO 801 16

23



INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Daren Coen. PO Box 41. Elkhart KS

67950
Claire Crowley. 39 Calle del Norte. Pla

citas NM 87043
Glen Gilpin, PO Box 1027. Emporia KS

66801
Clifford T. Gordon. Jr.. 410 Ash. Junction

City KS 66441
Ronald L. Harris, 229 W 3"d, Junction City

KS 66441
Val Lane Howe. 33609 E Ryan Rd. Oak

Grove MO 64075
Drew Mc Daniels, 1120 NW Laird. Law

ton OK 73507
Marie Quinn. 930 N Missouri St, Ulysses

KS 67880
Edith Reeves, 254 EMariellen Ave. Ulys

ses KS 67880
Walter A. Ross. PO Box 29781. Santa Fe

NM 87592
J. Doug Ryan. 29951 Happy Sparrow Ln,

Laguna Niguel CA 92677
Beryl J. Shriner, 2001 28th St. Great Bend

KS 67530
Russell L. Tanner, 745 Ridge Ave, Rock

Springs WY 82901
Judy Wagner. 2287 S High, Denver CO

80210
Robert Youker, 5825 Rockmere Dr,

Bethesda MD 2081 6

I TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in August, so send informa
tion for September and later to ar
rive by July 20, 2001. Thank you.
Dates of additional events may be
found in The Caches column and
chapter reports.
June 2, 2001: National Trails Day;
spend some time participating in a

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Trail activity.
June 8-15, 2001: Heart of the Flint
Hills Trail Ride. For more infor
mation contact Leland Zerbe (620)
767-5424 or AI Bunting (785) 793
2248.
June 9-10, 2001: Western Six Chap
ters meeting, Las Animas and La
Junta, CO, contact Dub Couch (719)
254-3000.
June 9-10, 2001: Old Spanish Trail
Association annual symposium, San
Bernardino County Museum, Red
lands, CA. Contact Rick Whitaker
(909) 792-6315.
June 10,2001: Rice-Tremonti Home
Association Community Festival,
(816) 358-7423.
July 4, 2001: Old Time Independ
ence Day celebration, Fort Larned
NHS.
July 21, 2001: End of the Trail
Chapter field trip to view the Trail
route and ruts in the San Miguel
area, led by Mike Najdowski, (505)
982-1172.
Aug. 12-18, 2001: aCTA Annual
Convention, Casper, WY, (816) 252
2276.
Aug, 17-21,2001: 7th Conference on
National Scenic and Historic Trails,
sponsored by Partnership for the Na
tional Trails System, Casper, WY,
contact Gary Werner (608) 249-7870.
Aug, 25, 2001: National Park Serv
ice Day. Visit a park.
Sept. 1-3,2001: Labor Day Weekend
military living-history programs at
Fort Larned NHS, (620) 285-6911.
Sept. 9-28, 2001: SFT Bike Trek,
contact Willard Chilcott at (505) 982
1282.
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Sept. 21-22, 2001: Voices of the
Wind People: Historical Pageant of
the Kaw Indians, Santa Fe Trail, &
Council Grove. Contact Kaw Mission
State Historic Site, 500 N. Mission,
Council Grove KS 66846 (620) 767
5410, <kawmission@cgtelco.net>.
Sept. 26-29, 2001: 3rd International
Trails and Greenways Conference,
sponsored by Rails to Tl'ails Conser
vancy, at St. Louis, MO, (202) 974
5152.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas, NM. Contact Steve
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.

FROM THE EDITOR
Sometimes one wonders if anyone

is reading WT, and then your editor
makes a few goofs and there are
quick responses. I appreciate hear
ing from readers whether the re
sponses are favorable or unfavor
able, at least I know someone is read
ing it.

After 15 years of WT, we are run
ning short of material. This issue is
shorter than usual and contains too
much of my own work because of the
dry spell. Maybe everyone is busy
traveling the Trail, and there is no
time left for writing. Maybe you need
a young and competent editor with
some fresh ideas. If you have some
thing in the works, please consider
WT as a possible outlet.

Take a few minutes to vote for offi
cers and directors. Spend more time
on the Trail. We hope to see you at
the symposium in September.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
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The downstream side of the 195-foot dam that burled Hole-in-the-Rock Spring. The
drop from the top of the dam to the canyon floor Is estimated to be 30 feet. On the
upstream side the canyon floor is silted to the spillways.

THE DAM THAT BURIED
HOLE-IN-THE-ROCK

by Richard Poole

(Dick Poole, retired vice-president at
Oldahoma State University, was re
cently elected to a term on the SFTA
board as a director from Oklahoma.
He notes that the purpose of this arti
cle is to encourage SFT addicts visit
ing Hole-in-the-Rocl? to allow extra
time for a short hike, approximately
1/2-mile, through the picturesque
canyon to the dam that silted over
this historic watering / camping site.)

ONCE Santa Fe Trail wagon trains
following the Mountain Route left
the Arkansas River (at present La
Junta. Colorado) for the trek to the
Purgatory River, they encountered a
beautiful but barren landscape noted
for its scarcity of watering places.
The water at the first camping site
(16 miles from the Arkansas River)
on Timpas Creek (near the present
day ghost town of Timpas) and far-

(continued on page 18)

srTA ELECTION RESULTS

SFT BIKE TREK
SEPTEMBER 9-28

SFTA SYMPOSIUM
LAS VEGAS, NM

SEPTEMBER 27-80

A total of 273 ballots from 22 states
were caste in the election of officers
and board members. No recount was
necessary. The results are:
President Hal Jack on
Vice-President Anne Mallinson
SecretarylTreasurer Ruth Olson Pe-

ters
At-Large Director Clint Chambers
Colorado Director Mary Gamble
Kansas Director Joanne VanCoe-

vern
Missouri Director John Atkinson
New Mexico Director Steve Whit

more
Oklahoma Director Richard Poole

Thanks to everyone who voted.

BONITA OLIVA LIVES ON!

(SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup
suggested the above headline, noting
that the slogan declared by Marc
Simmons at the (irst symposium, in
1986, "The Santa Fe Trail Lives
On!, "had been paraphrased in WT to
annou,nce Simmons's survival of his
nearly-fatal au,lomobile accident in
that same year, Sl:mlrWnS's remark
able recovery has been an inspimtion
to Bonita, whose injuries were minor
compared to his, and her comeback
has also been astonishing.)

BONITA Oliva was participating in
the 2001 Bike Across Kansas (BAK)
ride when, on June 11 on Highway
400 east of Greensburg, KS, she
bumped into another rider, lost con
trol of her bicycle, crossed a lane of
traffic, and hit an oncoming Ford Ex
cursion, She lives on because of the
helmet she wore, although she had
multiple injuries, including broken
elbow, two broken vertebrae, broken
upper jaw, crushed sinuses, broken
orbital bone around right eye, and
many contusions (the most serious
being a battered left leg which has
caused the most pain).

She received emergency treat
ment at Kiowa County Hospital in
Greensburg and was flown to the
trauma center at Via Christi St.
Francis in Wichita where damages
were assessed and repail·ed. She was
able to go home ten days later, with a
back brace and a walker plus the
help of her daughter and a retired
nurse. On July 26 she was able to be
up without the brace and to consume
solid food again. She continues to re
cuperate at home. Insurance has re
placed her bicycle, and she plans to
complete the BAK next year.

She is grateful for the outpouring
of well wishes received, and she feels
her survival of the accident has given
her a new perspective on life and a
more positive attitude. It also ex
plains why there will be a delay in
the revised index of Wagon Tracks
which she is preparing.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

FOR two weeks in July I found my
self again toddling down trails, al
though when I planned this vacation
to Nova Scotia, I had no knowledge
that driving "trails" is the way to see
this incredibly fascinating Canadian
province. The provincial tourism de
partment has designed the most
comprehensively outstanding tour
ism guidebook I have ever perused.
The province is geographically di
vided into 11 "trails," each named for
a specialty for which the specific re
gion is noted. To wit, what do you
surmise one would see on the Light
house Trail? Each trail is well
marked with appropriate road num
bers/names and directions for get
ting to them. I have seen nothing like
this in the states-one guide to cover
everything-but the potential cer
tainly exists. It is easy to speculate
how the Santa Fe Trail would fit into
such a design, and this was fre
quently on my mind as we roamed
these trails. This concept may be
well worth SFTA's consideration.

As the current term of office be
gins winding down, I am drawn into
reflection of the past four years.
What did we accomplish, and what
opportunities were missed? Getting
our ducks in a row was the logical
starting point, so we inaugurated a
strategic planning Board reb'eat at
the outset of the 1997-1999 term
with a follow-up two years ago. From
these intensive one-day retreats
evolved the course SFTA is now fol
lowing. Notably, the mapping pro
gram, implemented during past
president Ross Marshall's term, be
gan to take shape. Markers bearing
the SFTA approved design began to
appear on highways, primarily in
New Mexico. The awards policy was
rewritten to include two new catego
ries-Marc Simmons Writing Award
to recognize outstanding articles in
Wagon Tracks and Scholarship
awards to honor undergraduate and
graduate college student research
projects about the Trail-and the fi
nal touches to a handbook are being
polished. Marshall's annual chapter
presidents breakfasts are making
positive marks on relations between
chapters and national.

The first jointly-sponsored Ren
dezvous between SFTA, Santa Fe
Trail Center, and Fort Larned Na-
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tional Historic Site, another of Mar
shall's accomplishments, was first
launched in 1998, and has been a
solid winner since its inception. A
significant new project is a Santa Fe
Trail credit course offered by Empo
ria State University and coordinated
with our symposiums and rendez
vous.

Strengthening the partnership
with the ational Park Service Long
Distance Trails office was a primary
goal in the strategic plan, so the po i
tion of Liaison Officer was estab
lished, having recently been ex
panded to formally addres preser
vation issues as well. NPS also pro
vided funding through its Challenge
Cost-Share Program for a SFTA sur
vey of the 47-plus museums posi
tioned along the Trail which house
Trail exhibits. This project, too, was
concerned with partnership issue ,
specifically between us and these
museums. NPS also dropped some
change in our coffers to help pay the
salary of our national office staff ad
ministrator. Oh yes, establishing a
paid staff position in national office
was a BIG first for us in 1998, mov
ing SFTA into bona fide professional
national organization status. We
joined yet another partnership, the
Partnership for the National Trails
System. This national trails advo
cacy organization is comprised of
representatives from private-sector
trails organizations. Although "lob
bying" Congress is its acknowledged
prim'ary mission, establishing rela
tions among all the national historic
and scenic trails organizations may
prove to be its most valuable contri
bution.

Continuing down the list of new
beginnings, SFTA moved into the
electronic age last year with its own
web site. We also established a
speakers bureau grant program to
assist the chapters obtain speakers
for chapter functions. An estate
planning program was inaugurated
to encourage members to consider
SFTA when planning the disposition
of their worldly goods. The Internal
Revenue Service granted SFTA
group exemption status as a 501(c)
(3) organization. This designation in
cludes the chapters. Much of what
we do deals with money, and the
Board did not forget that a viable
budgeting process was needed. This
was achieved by constituting a
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865

E-Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3. Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: trailasn@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association. a nonprofit organiza
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome. but they be·
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso
ciation. whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
As ociation and sent to the secre
tary-trpasurer (address below).

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $lOO/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston 1(S 67675 (888) 321
7341 or <oliva@ruralte1.net>
President: Margaret Sears. 1871
Candela, Santa Fe NM 87505 (505)
473-3124 or <margsearS@cybenne
sa.com>
Vice-President: Samuel Arnold,
2221 S Fillmore St, Denver CO
80210 (303) 753-9161
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Ol
son Peters. Santa Fe Trail Center.
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (620) 285
2054, FAX (316) 285-7491
2001 Symposium Coordinator:
Stephen Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon
Rt, Las Vegas NM 87701 (505) 454
0683
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704
Directors:
Morris Alexander, Oklahoma
Helen Brown, Kansas
Anna Belle Cartwright, At-Large
Clint Chambers, At-Large
Dub Couch, Colorado
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
Mary Gamble, Colorado
Nancy Lewis, Missouri
Anne Mallinson, Missouri
Mike Slater, Oklahoma
Joanne VanCoevern, Kansas
Stephen Whitmore, New Mexico
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budget committee to annually draft
a budget for the Board's action.

The above list of achievements is
respectable. However, undoubtedly I
have missed some, for which I apolo
gize. What is obviously missing and
which drives all that we do are the
people who make it all happen,
whether it be editing our outstand
ing Wagon Tracks, now in its fif
teenth year, or engineering om
fledgling web site. Why do we do it?
Certainly not for the money! The
only answer I have been able to de
duce, prosaic though it may appear,
is the passion we feel for the Trail.

And what about those "missed op
portunities"? That terminology may
be inappropriate, so I will change it
to "unfinished work." Understanding
the office management concept may
need more work. We started
small-l0 hours paid staff per
week-and are expanding as our
needs increase. The headquarters of
a national organization should sup
port the members, relieving them of
the tasks best performed in an office
environment. There is work left to be
done in understanding how it all fits
together. Locating persons who will
run for office (another "unfinished
work" item) is a genuine conundrum
which seems to defy solution by the
best minds! There is other unfin
ished work, of course, and it will join
those works in progress to be carried
into the next term.

It is time to say so long, farewell,
auf Wiedersehen, goodbye. Thank
you for allowing me to share my pas
sion with you, and for the privilege of
rubbing shoulders and walking the
Trail with some of the finest people I
have encountered over the years

-Margaret Sears

BYLAWS AMENDEMENTS ON
AGENDA, SEPTEMBER 28

THE SFTA bylaws have been evalu
ated by a select committee and the
governing board, and a series of pro
posed changes will be on the agenda
at the membership meeting in Las
Vegas, NM, September 28. The pro
posed changes are included as an in
sert in this issue. These will be voted
on by members present, to accept or
reject the package of recommenda
tions. Discussion will be open, but
additional amendments are not pos
sible under current bylaws.
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CATHERINE E. GAINES

Catherine Gaines, Santa Fe, NM,
wife of David Gaines, Chief of Long
Distance Trails, National Park Serv
ice, died of heart failure on July 30,
2001. She was 51. Born in Trenton,
NJ, she earned a degree in speech
pathology at Case Western Reserve.

Cathy had a long and distin
guished career specializing in serv
ices for children with disabilities. In
recent years she worked with the
Santa Fe public schools as a technol
ogy specialist. She was an advocate
for services and legislative programs
to benefit families with disabled chil
dren and a special supporter of the
International Rett Syndrome Asso
ciation.

She is survived by her husband
and two children, Jeffrey and
Lauren. Sympathy is extended to her
family and friends.

VOICES OF THE WIND PEOPLE
PAGEANT, COUNCIL GROVE

by Ron Parks

(SFTA member Parks is curator of
Kaw Mission in Council Grove and
author of the pageant.)

THE Voices of the Wind People, an
outdoor drama about the Raw Indi
ans and the Santa Fe Trail, will be
produced again in Council Grove
September 21 and 22. Set in the Old
Riverbed Amphitheater near the
Santa Fe Trail crossing of the
Neosho River, the pageant brings
the past alive from the points of view
of two radically different cultures.

The action is alternately narrated
by Raw chief Al-le-ga-wa-ho and
Santa Fe Trail trader Seth Hays. AI
le-ga-wa-ho's narration is rendered
by Luther Pepper, great-grandson of
Al-le-ga-wa-ho. Hays is portrayed by
Council Grove attorney Ken McClin
tock.

The Voices script, first written in
1992, has undergone some revisions
in preparation for the 2001 perform
ance. Author Ron Parks, curator at
the Kaw Mission State Historic
Park, has added several scenes and
vignettes incorporating dramatic
dialogue and action.

In the production, Al-le-ga-wa-ho
and Hays tell the story from their
culture's perspective, but each is
much more involved in the action on
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stage. A scene has been added in Act
Two dramatizing Al-le-ga-wa-ho's
struggle to deal with the white's en
croachment on Raw land and the af
flictions visited upon his people.

"There will be less explanation
and more dramatization," Parks
said. "We've felt good about the pro
duction in the past. But we feel these
changes provide a lot more dramatic
texture overall. I think the new
script allows the Kaws to come alive
as a complex people caught up in a
complicated and, ultimately, disas
trous situation. And the character of
the Raw chief, Al-Ie-ga-wa-ho, is
much more interesting now."

New scenes and vignettes involv
ing the Raws (or Ransa) people in
clude: Kaw village vignettes of eve
ryday activities; women scraping
deer hides; an elder telling stories
around a campfire; Kaws convening
to discuss whether to accept terms of
a treaty; Al-le-ga-wa-ho's vision
quest, and Al-le-ga-wa-ho saying
good-bye to the Neosho River Valley.

New scenes and vignettes involv
ing the Euro-Americans include a
Santa Fe Trail rendezvous in Coun
cil Grove and Seth Hays operating
his store as townspeople shop. argue,
drink, play cards, and visit.

New scenes in Act Two include a
chorus of townspeople; Dick Yeager's
guerrillas threatening Council
Grove; "Bloody Bill" Anderson's mur
der of Arthur Baker; a picnic to cele
brate the end of the Civil War; ap
pearances by Seth Hays' bagpipe
player and his adopted daughter,
Kittie; and the u.s. Secretary of the
Interior's haranguing of the Raws.

Two major scenes are illustrated
by videotape: the Raw creation leg
end and the 1859 confrontation be
tween whites and Kaws which led to
the hanging of two young braves.
These scenes are being taped and ed
ited by David MacFarland, professor
of Radio and TV in the Department
of Journalism and Mass Communi
cations at Kansas State University.
MacFarland will also direct the
Voices audio production.

JoAnn O'Bregon, secretary, Kaw
Nation Executive Council, welcomes
the changes, despite the painful
memories that surface in the new
script. "The addition of the new
scenes portray my people in a differ
ent light," she said. "It touches my
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heart to know this happened to my
tribe, but it is a part of history that
needs to be told."

Over 100 cast and crew members,
including American Indians, are pre
paring for the production of Voices of
the Wind People. Historical and
natural images are shown on a
twenty-four-foot screen. Flint Hills
artist Judy Mackey and Emporia
photographer Larry Schwarm con
tributed their work depicting the
tallgrass prairie.

Sharon Haun, Kathy Haun, and
Cheryl Hayes are the directors of the
pageant. Carl Ponca has the on
stage role of Al-Ie-ga-wa-ho, and
Sharon Haun will be Eliza Huffaker.

This will be the fifth performance
of the pageant. It was a featured pro
gram of the 1999 Santa Fe Trail
Symposium.

Voices is a multimedia presenta
tion combining historical scenes,
slide images, and singing and danc
ing performances. The pageant also
features the 1821 Becknell pack
train, two Santa Fe Trail caravans,
signing of the 1825 Council Oak
Treaty, and the removal of the Kaws
from Kansas.

For ticket information, call the
Council Grove Convention and
Visitor Bureau at (620) 767-5882 or
(800) 732-9211. Advanced tickets are
$8.00 for adults and $4.00 for
students K-12. Tickets sold at the
gate are $9.00 for adults and $5.00
for students.

OCTOBER 6 TRAIL TOUR IN CI-
MARRON COUNTY, OK

THE Cimarron Heritage Center in
Boise City, OK, will host the 2001
Santa Fe Trail Tour on Saturday,
Oct. 6, 2001. This tour was canceled
in 2000 due to very dry grass condi
tions, but they are hoping for wetter
conditions in 2001.

Participants will meet at 7:30 a.m.
(CDT) at the Cimarron Heritage
Center Museum located on HWY 287
North or 1300 N Cimarron in Boise
City. They will leave promptly at
8:00. Vehicle numbers will be lim
ited, so rides will be shared, using
high clearance vehicles. Trail sites
will include Trujillo Springs, Wolf
Mountain, Autograph Rock, and
Camp Nichols. Speakers will be at
each site. This is an all-day tour,
with some walking.
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Tour reservations and more infor
mation may be obtained by calling
the Cimarron Heritage Center at
580-544-3479 or e-mail the museum
at <museum@ptsi.net>. The tour is
free. Call now.

SEARCH FOR NUN'S GRAVE
CONTINUES IN KANSAS

SISTER Mary Alphonsa Thompson,
Sisters of Loretto, died along the
Santa Fe Trail some 25 miles west of
the Cimarron Crossing on July 24,
1867, while accompanying Arch
bishop Jean B. Lamy and other relig
ious personnel to Santa Fe. Her
cause of death was given as fright af
ter an Indian attack, but she proba
bly succumbed to cholera.

The seal'ch for her gl'ave has gone
on episodically for some time, and
through the efforts of Sister Alphon
sa's great-great niece, Alice Thomp
son, SFTA member from St. Louis,
the quest continues nearly 135 years
after Sister Alphonsa died on the
Trail. SFTA Ambassador Paul Ben
trup was active in this search several
years ago and believes the grave site
to be in eastern Finney County, KS.
There the search goes on.

Alice Thompson returned to the
area in May, visited with Bentrup,
and secured the services of two grave
dowsers, frene Lemaster and Elaine
Post from Meade, KS. They found
two locations worthy of further in
vestigation. Thompson will return
for further fieldwork in September.
She hopes to interest the National
Park Service or some other organiza
tion to use ground-penetrating radar
(GPR) in the effort.

If a grave site is found, Thompson
hopes to involve professional archae
ologists in help with identification
and possible disinterment of re
mains. Should the grave of Sister AI
phonsa be located, the family will de
cide on a final resting place for her
remains. She had three sisters who
also were Loretto nuns, and they
were buried at different locations:
Nerinx, KY; Las Vegas, NM; and
Pueblo, CO.

lf anyone has come across
information that may be helpful in
the search for the nun's grave, please
contact Alice Thompson, 12836 J.
Portulaca, St Louis MO 63146, (314)
434-3982, or <aatwest@worldnet.att.
net>.

Wagon Tracks

SANTA FE TRAIL CENTER AC
CREDITED AND DESIGNATED

OFFICIAL SANTA FE TRAIL
MUSEUM FOR KANSAS

THE Santa Fe Trail Center,
Larned. KS, has again been awarded
the highest honor a museum can re
ceive: accreditation by the American
Association of Museums. Accredita
tion certifies that a museum oper
ates according to standards set forth
by the museum profession, manages
its collections responsibly, and pro
vides quality service to the public. Of
the 8.000 museums nationwide, only
some 750 are accredited. Kansas
claims nine of these accredited mu
seums.

The Santa Fe Trail Center opened
its doors in 1974 and was accredited
by the American Association of Mu
seums three years later, becoming
one of the youngest museums in the
nation to be granted such accredita
tion. The Trail Center went through
its first re-evaluation process in 1985
and was re-accredited. This latestre
evaluation reconfirms the Trail Cen
ter's ongoing commitment to main
tain the highest level of accepted mu
seum standards.

The accreditation process was rig
orous and demanding, as the muse
um's staff and the historical society's
governing board were required to ex
amine every aspect of the Trail Cen
ter's operations: a year of self-study
and an on-site review by a team of
experienced museum professionals
was required.

During the 2001 Session of the
Kansas Legislature, both the House
and Senate passed resolutions desig
nating the Santa Fe Trail Center as
the Official Santa Fe Tmil History
Museum in Kansas. Thanks to Rep
resentative Melvin Minor and Sena
tor Larry Salmans for helping to
make this possible.

The museum staff and governing
board invite everyone to celebrate
these prestigious awards with them
by visiting the Center and exploring
its fine programs and exhibits. The
Trail Center is located TWO miles
west of Larned, KS, on K-156. It is a
regional museum which interprets
the history of the Santa Fe Trail
from its pre-history through the era
of settlement. The museum also con
tains a research library and ar-
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chives. It serves as the official ar
chives of the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion. The Trail Center is open 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. seven days a week during
the summer. It is closed on Mondays
between Labor Day and Memorial
Day.

SIXTH ANNUAL WET/DRY
ROUTES SEMINAR PLANNED

THE annual Santa Fe Trail Semi
nar sponsored by the Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter will again be held in
conjunction with the Fort Larned
Old Guard annual meeting sched
uled for May 4, 2002. The theme of
the seminar will be "From Trail to
Rail, the Railroad Truncation of the
Road to Santa Fe,"

Speakers include Craig Crease,
Shawnee, KS, addressing the origins
of the Santa Fe Trail and the steady
movement of the Trail's eastern ter
minus to various landings on the
Missouri River; David Clapsaddle,
Larned, KS. discussing the western
thrust of the Union/Kansas Pacific
Railway and its several railheads
from which roads ran southwest to
merge with the established route of
the Santa Fe Trail; and Michael Ol
son, Las Vegas, NM, speaking on the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail
way which finally reached Santa Fe
in 1880. A complete program of the
seminar will be published at a later
date.

The Fort Larned Old Guard pro
gram will include an afternoon at the
Indian village site on Pawnee Fork,
evening dinner, and a special even
ing performance by professional his
torian and actor Louis Kraft, por
traying Edward W. Wynkoop, soldier
and Indian agent on the Santa Fe
Trail.

PRIVATE AND COMMANDER
IN THE EASLEY LINEAGE

EN ROUTE to Santa Fe during the
second year of the Mexican War,
Private Robert Easley of the First Il
linois Infantry died on August 5,
1847, at the Pawnee Fork crossing of
the Santa Fe Trail near present
Larned, KS. Within hours, he was
buried nearby. To commemorate Ea
sley's untimely death, the WetlDry
Routes Chapter placed a grave stone
with appl'opriate inscriptions near
the site of the burial at the Pawnee
River bridge on U.S. 56 at the south

August 2001

edge of Larned.
On May 25, 2001, a flag and

flowers were placed at the grave
stone by a great-great-great gl'and
daughter of Private Easley, Janice
Mercer-Barker of Wichita, KS.
Passing through Larned the pre
vious week, she was delighted to
discover the grave stone of her
ancestor which she had researched
in her genealogical studies over the
past 20 years.

Another direct descendent of
Easley is Commander Scot Altman,
an astronaut, scheduled to be in
command of a space flight slated for
either this coming November or
February.

GEOCACHING: A NEW
GAME, OLD IDEA
by John Schumacher

(Schumacher, a geologist from Rolla,
MO, is chairman of the SFTA map
ping and marking committee.)

WHAT does the end of the Cold
War and the Santa Fe Trail have in
common? One possible answer is
geocaching. In May 2000, the federal
government ended the deliberate
degl'adation of radio signals, called
selective availability or SA, trans
mitted by 24 geostationary military
satellites. This system, called the
global positioning system (GPS), was
initially used by the military and
later civilians for worldwide naviga
tion. Until May of last year, the
hand-held GPS units that hikers,
hobbyists, and several SFTA chap
ters have been using to locate mark
ers or map SFT ruts were accurate to
only about 200 or 300 feet. ow, the
same GPS units are accurate to
about 10-20 feet.

This is a major boost for SFT trail
mapping and marking (subject for
another article) and has given rise to
a new sport called "geocaching"-a
"high tech" treasure-hunting game
that is growing faster than the Inter
net. As of June 16, 2001, there were
more than 2,200 geocaches in the
USA.

On May 3, 2000, a few days after
the government turned off SA, a
small plastic container was hidden
outside of Portland, Oregon, and the
coordinates posted on a local Inter
net bulletin board. Within a couple of
days, several people hunted the
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cache down using hand held GPS de
vices and the sport of geocaching was
born. The concept is simple, a person
hides a "cache" omewhere in the
world, uses a GPS to obtain the coor
dinates of the location, then lists a
description of the "cache" and its co
ordinates on the Internet site eo
caching.com. People seeking the
"cache" get the coordinates from the
Internet site and "seek" the cache us
ing theil' own GPS.

Visitors to the caches log their
comments on the geocaching.com
web site. The caches usually contain
small trinkets of nominal value, a log
book for visitors to write their com
ments, and possibly a camera for
visitors to take their picture. People
finding the cache are expected to
sign the log book and replace any
items taken with items of equal
value. The spol't is quickly evolving
from individuals placing isolated
geocaches to Hollywood studios and
outdoor clubs placing series of geo
caches as promotional tools with
prizes up to several thousand dol
lars.

I first heard about the game in No
vember 2000 while listening to a Na
tional Public Radio show one Satur
day morning. Within a week the
wife, two kids, and I were seeking
our fu'st geocache in a little park in
St. Louis, Missouri. We've now
logged more than 40 caches and still
love every minute. The kids (5 and 8
years old) are excited about hunting
for "treasures." In addition, the geo
caches have led us to unusual places
that we otherwise would never have
visited.

Mter the fourth or fifth find, the
light bulb went on. Could geocaches
be used to draw people to SFT sites?
The answer is a definite YES. In Feb
ruary and March 2001, after discuss
ing the idea with local park manag
ers in the Kansas City area and John
Conoboy with the NPS, three experi
mental geocaches were placed along
the Trail in the Kansas City area at
Schumacher Park, Minor Park, and
the Bingham-Wagoner Estate.

These geocaches were placed in
cooperation with the KCMO Neigh
borhood Tourism Development
Fund, Kansas City Missouri and In
dependence Parks and Recreation
departments, 3-Trails West Inc., the
SFTA, and NPS. As of July 1, 2001,
the combined visitor count at the
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three SFT geocaches has exceeded
150.

More important than visitor
counts are the comments indicating
that most visitors were not aware of
the Santa Fe Trail, had never seen
trail ruts, or had never visited these
local parks. Comments on the geo
caching.com web site are an invalu
able tool for collecting information
about visitor impressions of the site.
Excerpts of some of the visitor com
ments are listed at the end of this ar
ticle. The visitors haven't been just
local folks either. People seeking geo
caches will drive hundreds of miles
as evidenced by a recent visit to the
SFT geocaches by two families from
Ames, Iowa, and a family from St.
Louis, Missouri. Another family
stopped by the Minor Park cache on
their way from Colorado to Ken
tucky, and another stopped by on
their way from Texas to Michigan.
The Schumacher Park geocache was
even visited by a couple visiting in
the US from Australia.

Treasures originally placed in the
SFT geocaches included mineral and
fossil specimens (the geologist in
me), NPS brochures, SFT maps, t
shirts, buttons, SFT magnets, a few
plastic dinosaurs, free passes to the
Frontier Trails Center, and batter
ies. Items left in the caches have
ranged from toy airplanes, restau
rant and theater coupons, to antique
marbles. However, the lure is not the
trinkets but spirit ofadventure in go
ing someplace new and the challenge
of finding the geocache.

Don't let the "high-tech" nature of
the game fool you into thinking that
only computer "geeks" play the
game. People playing the sport are a
diverse group including retired auto
workers and park rangers, families
such as mine, and even a district
court judge in Utah. The Santa Fe
Trail geocaches were mentioned in a
recent feature article on the sport in
the Kansas City Star. Since the arti
cle ran in June2001, interest in the
Santa Fe Trail geocaching has grown
rapidly. In the past month, I have re
ceived more than a dozen emails
from people interested in additional
SFT geocaches.

In an effort to "think outside the
box" and respond to the explosive
growth of geocaching, the SFTA
Mapping and Marking Committee is
attempting to place a network of ge-
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caches along the entire SFT. Our
hope is to gain some exposure for
SFTA while using people's enthusi
asm for the sport and sense of adven
ture to expose them in some small
way to the SFT. A web page dedi
cated to the "trail caches" as they
will be called is being developed and
a "grand prize" for those visiting all
of the SFT geocaches is being dis
cussed. The web page will be linked
to the geocaching.com web site,
which receives thousands of "hits"
each day.

The MappinglMarking Commit
tee is seeking the assistance of local
chapters in placing these "trail
caches" at sites that will be interest
to the general public. The committee
is proposing to send each chapter one
or two geocaches with a few simple
guidelines for their placement.
Chapters are encouraged to include
items of local flavor and work with
local landowners or parks officials to
obtain permission to place the
caches. A generic geocache account
has been set up so that local chapters
as well as SFTAcommittee members
can access the visitor logs on the geo
cache website and maintain a data
base of visitor email addresses. In
addition to the SFTA trail caches,
chapters are certainly encouraged to
place their own geocaches.

While it appears that most geo
cachers are responsible, as with all
things there are some risks and con
cerns. For example, most geocaches
placed in public parks have been
placed without the knowledge or con
sent of park managers. There are
some real concerns about the devel
opment of "social trails" around the
geocaches or the disturbance of his
toric resources by people placing or
seeking the caches. A serious con
cern are the reports of some people
burying geocaches in sensitive areas
and disturbing archeological re
sources. Others are worried about
geocaches encouraging vandalism or
~he appearance of hundreds of "tiny
landfills" in their parks. In response
to the above concerns, the National
Park Service has banned geocaches
from all National Parks. Local park
officials seem to be a little more inno
vative. On the positive side, many
city, county, and state park manag
ers in the KC metro area are enthu
siastic about the sport and look at it
as a new and evolving use of public
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lands. In addition, most geocachers
appear to be responsible and respect
ful of others.

So what's the connection between
the Cold War and the SFT? Recall
"The Caches" site just west of Dodge
City where members of the
Baird/Chambers party hid trade
goods in underground chambers in
the spring of 1823. The Map
ping/Marking committee does not in
tend to work in a vacuum and com
ments regarding the placement of
geocaches along the SFT are wel
come. Please contact Anne Mallinson
or John Schumacher for questions or
comments and visit eocaching.com
for more information on geocaching.
Visitor Comments:

The following are excerpts from
visitor comments to the Kansas City
Area Santa Fe Trail geocaches. To
view all comments log on to eocach
ing.com and enter 64134 for the zip
code. These comments are worth
their weight in gold to park planners
and tourism officials.
Schumacher Park (SFT Mo-OD

*July 11, 2001 -This was my first
day out geocaching. what a great
time. i did all tlll.'ee of the Santa Fe
Trail caches even thought #3 is miss
ing. Really enjoyed the trail center.
The cache was in excellent shape.
Thanks for the hunt. travis.
*July 3 by Who_Me_Lost -My first
Find! I've lived close to this sight
most of my life but never took time to
stop and have a look around. Took
me a while to find it because of the
tall grass. Had a relaxing lunching
sitting under the shelter listening to
the song birds and the wind blow
through the grass and trees. Took
pamplet, left two flint arrowheads.
S.C.
*June 19, 2001 by dannyt190 -Just
got my GPS receiver yesterday, and
this was my first hunt. Success! I
was wondering why people don't
write in the logbook, and then real
ized that I was the first to find it.
Kind of neat, first find on my first
find. Great place I never knew ex
isted. Took pamphlet on New Santa
Fe, Mo., left Argosy dice. Thanks!
DannyT190
*May 20, 2001 by GLNash -SF-#1
09:45 I suspect we have been cover
ing the distance between these two
spots much faster than they did in
the olden days. This was a neat spot.
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The cache sheet we have has this in
Schumacher Park, planted by Mr.
Schumacher. Darn, ya got yer own
piece of history right in your own
pal'k!! Cool. These are really awe in
spiring places. The caches have been
in good shape and we found them
without too much of a problem.
Glenn & Joanna from STL, Mo
*February 26, 2001 by smcginnis
-Ft. Scott, Kansas. I didn't know this
park was here. I used to drive within
a half mile of here every day. I also
never realized tall grass was that
tall. Cache was in good condition.
Took the Santa Fe Trail Pin and left
AA batteries. Interesting history in
the area. Good hunt, good cache.
Steve
*February 17, 2001 by Nicki&Doug
-Kind offunny. I have lived in Kan
sas City for most of my life but never
knew that the park was there. It was
a wonderful surprise and a nice get
away hidden amongst the hustle and
bustle of the city. Cache was in good
order. Took the batteries - we
needed those for the GPS. Left a
bone ball point pen and some lapel
pins. Met another couple there geo
caching too!
*February 17, 2001 by Ray -Nice
cache! Not too difficult to find. The
cache is in very good shape and with
double containers, will probable stay
very dry. I got there about 6:00 p.m.
It was cool, cloudy and the sun had
set. The native prairie grass is tall
and thick. This is a good effort on the
part of the conservation department
to help educate us about the condi
tion of our county when the Indians
still roamed the plains. This type of
grass is a warm season grass and
grows abundantly when other cool
season grasses (bluegrass for m
stance) goes dormant. This grass is
what you would have found if you
had toured our land in 1700's 
1800·s. I took nothing but left a new
gold dollar. Had a great time. Look
ing forward to finding more. Ray
*February 3, 2001 by RickL -Thor
oughly enjoyed finding this cache 
locating it along the historic Santa
Fe Trail adds to the allure and
makes for a memorable find! Re
moved the pyrite-looking sample,
the ammonoid, and a plastic dino
saur. I left two collections echoing
the spirit of the cache, first, a group
of antique Bennington marbles, con
temporary with the trail itself. Sec-
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and, a group of U.S. silver coins. Un
fortunately none date as old as the
trail, but I'm sure the finder won't
mind. Thanks again John - looking
forward to more treasures along the
trail!
Minor Park (SFT Mo-02)

*July 8, 2001 -This one was flID in
that it was a tad more difficult to get
to and requires a bit of climbing and
planning. Too bad it was so hot - I
would have loved to explore the
trails some more. We took the Saca
jawea gold dollar and left a toy am
bulance. It's interesting, too, about
the history of the park. I'd forgotten
it was part of the Santa Fe trail.
Those old settlers sure tore up the
real estate with their narrow steel
wagon wheels, didn't they?
*May 20, 2001 by GLNash -SF-#2
08:45 Moving right along with the
morning, the 3 SF trail caches have
been very interesting. A bit of a trip
back in time. Its hard to imagine all
those wagons and oxen trudging
thru the fields so long ago. I guess
they wouldnt let them out on the
highways. :-) .. Glenn & JoAnna from
St. louis, Mo
*February 25, 2001 by Tur
ken&Hatzs -Very cool place for a
cache! This is the first time we've ac
tually seen wagon ruts in person.
Cache took a little while to find, but
wasn't too difficult. We also liked the
disposable camera idea. Took a
glowstick and magnet game. Left a
Frisbee and a lightsaber toy.
*February 25, 2001 by wineinger
-Nice Cache! Well placed. We en
joyed reading about the Santa Fe
Trail before our search. We took a
very nice Street Atlas USA by De
LORME and left a movie soundtrack
CD. Santa Fe #1 is next on our list
and look forward to other Santa Fe
caches!
*February 25,2001 by Todd & Tracy
-This is a nice Geocache! Learning
about the Santa Fe Trail (that we
knew nothing about) is very interest
ing. The trail is very nice and scenic.
The stream along the trail will be
good for the dogs when it gets
warmer. Being close to a golf course,
I picked up a dozen balls in the wa
ter! We had no problem finding the
cache. We took a pin and a music CD
that was left by a prior visitor (not
logged here yet). We left a small
book, a pen and a magnetic solitaire
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game. Thanks for placing it! (Note:
We forgot to log that we are from
Mission KS)
Bingham-Wagoner Estate (SFT Mo
@

*May 20, 2001 by GLNash -F-#3
10:35am We sure are glad we are not
lugging wagons and ox with us to
day. Those stinkin ox move soooo
slow. We took a trails pamphlet or
two to move along to some caches
closer to St. Louis and on this one i
believe we left some monies. This is a
really cool estate that the cache sits
on. A very worthwhile visit. We
thank Trilobites profusely for get
ting us to go out to the trail sites.
Again, this cache is still in good very
shape. Glenn & JoAnna from St.
Louis, Mo
*May 6,2001 by byonke -Nice park,
nice cache. Did need to use the hint
to find that the cache was offset from
the coordinates. Took turtle and left
Easter egg and toy car. We did visit
the museum and found it to be inter
esting. Had no idea that it was there
*March 21, 2001 by Turken&Hatzs
-I think it took us longer to navi
gate the neighborhoods and find the
park than it did to find the cache in
the park. A real neat neighborhood.
After visiting all these Santa Fe
Trail caches I'm getting better Left a
couple finger puppets.
*March 18, 2001 by Nicki&Doug
-As soon as we were notified that
there was a new Santa Fe Trail
cache, we knew we had to see this
hidden gem of the Park System. We
made a day of~t and this was the first
of 3 for our Gundersen Clan excur
sion. Loved it! Can't wait to see the
next Santa Fe Trail cache.
*March 18, 2001 by van3 -Our GPS
took us within 10 feet of Cash. It was
in great shape. Took Cosmos paper
back book and left a Comedy CD.
Was surprised to find such a great
area. Have lived around KC most of
our lives and didn't know it existed.
Will come back when Museum is
open. van3@kc.rr.com.
*March 14, 2001 by djc3000 -Nice
cache, in a nice area. I wasn't aware
of the Bingham home and the Trails
museum before finding this cache.
I'll go back and visit them when time
allows. Nice things in cache, includ
ing a cool fossil buffalo tooth, batter
ies and toys. Took t-shirt, left a Cos
mos paperback book.
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WILLIAM B. AND LYDIA SPENCER LANE ON THE SOUTHWESTERN FRONTIER, 1854-1869
by Alma Gregory

(Alma Gregory, Sapello, NM, is a
member of SFTA and the Corazon de
los Caminos Chapter. She is a free
lance writer and photographer. She
expresses gratitude to Harry C. My
ers and Leo E. Oliva for their partici
pation in this article. Lydia Spencer
Lane's memoirs, I Married A Soldier
or Old Days in the Old Army, first
published in 1893, is being reprinted
again this yea,r by the University of
New Mexico Press with an introduc
tion by Darlis Miller, emeritus pro
fessor of history, New Mexico State
University. It is a remarlwble story of
frontier life by the spunky woman
who lived it, available in time for the
symposium at $17.95.)

LIEUTENANT Lane got into a lot
oftrouble the first time his wife went
away.

Born in 1825, William Bartlett
Lane enlisted in the army at Bedford
in his native Kentucky on July 17,
1846, at age 20. His father, Daniel S.
Lane, made a written statement that
he did "hereby agree and consent" to
his son's enlistment. 1

William rose from private to cor
poral, sergeant, and then first ser
geant in the Mounted Rifles (later
Third Cavalry) by January 1848. He
was a participant in the war with
Mexico and was wounded at Vera
Cruz. From January 21 to July 25,
1848 he was a private in the Fourth
Kentucky Infantry, becoming a bre
vet second lieutenant back in the
Mounted Rifles on June 28, 1848.
Lane made second lieutenant on Oc
tober 31, 1848, and was promoted to
fIrst lieutenant on September 16,
1853.2

By that time the young soldier
was making the munifIcent sum of
$93 a month and figured he could af
ford to get married. With wisdom
and possibly a dash of good luck,
Lane chose a slender, pretty young
lady with a modicum of background
in military life. Lydia Spencer
Blaney was a 19-year-old3 Pennsyl
vania lass. Their courtship remains
a mystery, but Mrs. Lane chronicled
15 of their ensuing 45 years together
in her book, I Married a Soldier or
Old Days in the Old Army.4

The daily life that young woman
endured in the frontier Southwest
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Major William B. lane, 1867

with often tongue-in-cheek humor
would test the mettle of any adven
turer' male or female. "'And so they
were married,'" the new Mrs. Lane
wrote in her book, '''and this is how
the marriage notice read:

"'In Carlisle, Pennsylvania, May
18, 1854, by the Reverend Merwin
Johnson, Lieutenant William B.
Lane, U.S. Mounted Rifles, and Ly
dia Spencer, youngest daughter of
the late Major George Blaney,S U.s.
Engineer Corps... .'

"The ceremony was shoTt, the
marriage feast not elaborate, and af
ter it was over, the farewells spoken
amid hearty good wishes for our fu
ture happiness, we started for Jeffer
son Barracks, Missouri, where Lieu
tenant Lane was to be stationed."6

The newlyweds remained at that
station where "cholera was epi
demic" near St. Louis for three
months before visits home to Ken
tucky and Pennsylvania. In mid
October, Lieutenant Lane received
orders posting him to Fort Inge,
Texas. For sheer desolation, the
army would have been hal'd pressed
to fInd a post less resembling the
green hills and dales the Lanes had
previously called home.

During the sea journeys from New
York City to Corpus Christi, Texas,
Lydia noted that a baby had died on
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one ship and she saw a moccasin
snake on another. They arrived on
the south coast during a yellow fever
epidemic. Their journey to Fort Inge
that winter of 1854 took them
straight across south Texas to forts
on the Rio Grande, then turning
back northeast toward San Antonio.

The weathel' was probably bear
able at that time of year, in spite of
the "dreary, desolate country, where
nothing lived but Indians, snakes,
and other venomous reptiles, and I
expected to see some dreadful thing
whichever way I turned," Lydia
wrote.

They camped briefly at Fort McIn
tosh where other officers of the
Mounted Rifles were stationed. This
foxt, 138 miles from Corpus Chl'isti,
had been established in 1849. "on the
east bank of the Rio Grande River
three-quarters of a mile above the
city of Laredo. Webb County. Texas.
.. an uncultivated wilderness."7

Marching at the pace of the foot
soldiers, their party made "ten or fif
teen miles per day," Lydia wrote. "In
due course of time we reached Fort
Duncan on the Rio Grande . . . a
wretched place...."

Fort Duncan, founded in 1850 ac
cording to Inspector General Ran
dolph B. Marcy,8 was another of the
many forts established to scrutinize
traffic along the United States' new
southern border following the Treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, in this case
Eagle Pass. On the east bank of the
Rio Grande, the post of about 18
square miles was rented from John
Twohig of San Antonio for $1,560 a
year. San Antonio, 150 miles away,
was the nearest source of supplies.

Marcy reported that the Indian
population consisted of: "Kickapoos,
in Mexico, Comanches and Lipans,
in Texas, and a small band of Semi
nole Negro Indians, who are en
camped on the reservation under
military control."

The travelers continued onward
for "three or four days' to Fort Inge,
his assigned post, "and were glad to
reach the place, forlorn as it was,"
Lydia wrote. "The post was dilapi
dated; but the surroundings were fal'
more agreeable than at either Fort
Mclntosh or Fort Duncan. A beauti-
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fullittle river, the Leona, ran just be
hind the quarters, which were built
of logs, and almost ready to tumble
down." Lydia noted that the Leona
had black bass, Inge was a one
company post commanded by Cap
tain Thomas Duncan, and she and
Mrs. Duncan were the only white la
dies there.

San Antonio was only three days'
ride east of them, and in February,
1855, Lieutenant Lane wrangled a
two-week leave. They traveled by
mule-powered military ambulance
with no escort, stopping the fiTst
night at Dhanis, "a small German
settlement," and Castroville the sec
ond.

Han-iet and Fred Rochlin in
cluded CastToville, founded in the
mid-1840s, in their book about pio
neer Jews.9 The caption under a
photo of a stern, balding Castro
states: "Henri Castro angered al
most everybody involved in the pro
motion of his west Texas settlement.
He considered himself a Emopean
aristocrat, maintaining a regal dis
tance from the daily struggles with
the raw land. On one occasion, when
a rainstorm drenched Castroville, he
wrote, 'Even I was wet.'"

Luckily for the Lanes, they stayed
in "a nice house kept by a quaint old
French woman," although the room
dividers were canvas. Arriving in
San Antonio the next day, they
stayed at the Plaza House, "then the
best hotel in the town ... on the main
Plaza, not far from the Cathedral. '

While the young couple may have
had to "whisper" behind canvas
walls in Castroville, the Plaza House
was apparently more conducive to
romance. It was about that time that
Mrs. Lane became pregnant.

In the spring everyone at Fort
Inge was ordered "a day's drive" west
to Fort Clark. That fall, 1855, the
Lanes' first child was born. They
named her Mary and called her Min
nie.

Lieutenant Lane was ordered
back to Fort McIntosh in May 1856,
and that summer the Mounted Rifles
were ordered to New Mexico. Travel
ing from fort to fort up the Rio
Grande valley, in October they ar
rived at Cantonment Burgwin near
Taos.

The Lanes weTe at Burgwin just a
few days when they learned that Ly-
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dia's sister, Valeria, had arrived at
Fort Union with her new husband,
Captain Washington L. Elliott. "Of
course," Lydia wTote, "the next thing
to be done was for husband to go to
Fort Union and bring her to Burg
win....

"When Captain and Mrs. Elliott
arrived it was decided that 'the lieu
tenant' should exchange from Cap
tain Duncan's company to Captain
Elliott's, leave Burgwin, and go to
Hatch's ranch for the winter, and it
was done . We packed up again and
left, after a stay of only three weeks
at Bmgwin....

"On the 4th of November [1856]
we left, taking the road to Fort Un
ion, which was as bad as the one
from Santa Fe; it could not be worse.
. . . When we reached the ranch, on
the 9th, we found Captain Elliott's
company of Mounted Rifles already
in quarters, with Lieutenant John
Edson in command." 10 They re
mained there oveT the winter.

"Captain Elliott, Lieutenant Wil
liam B. Lane, Second Lieutenant
John H. Edson, and 73 enlisted men
of Company A, Regiment of Mounted
Riflemen, established the post,
which Elliott called Fort Biddle, on
November 7, 1856. His proposed
name was not approved and the post
was known as Hatch's Ranch. It was
occupied off and on, depending on
the threat of Indian troubles, into
the Civil War. It was generally con
sidered an outpost of Fort Union,
from which troops and supplies were
typically sent, and the activities of
the garrison at Hatch's Ranch were
often coordinated with the actions of
troops at Fort Union [about 65 miles
away]."] 1

Giving way to a seemingly rare
moment of dismay, Lydia wrote:
"When we saw the ranch we felt
somewhat melancholy at the pros
pect of spending the winter in such
an isolated spot, so far from every
where.

"It stood alone, on slightly rising
ground, a long, low, adobe house,
with a high wall all around it, except
in front. Mr. Hatch and his wife lived
in one part of the building, and, with
the exception of om own little party,
were the only white people....

"We passed a very quiet, though
pleasant, winter; but we were by no
means sorry when the company was
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ordered to Fort Union in the
spring." 12

William and Lydia had now been
married a little more than three
years and baby Minnie was nearly
two. The lieutenant was apparently
a good and attentive husband, pro
viding his wife with servants when
ever possible and the best - deplor
able though they might be - living
quarters available. However, Lydia
decided it was time to visit Pennsyl
vania and introduce Minnie to her
grandmother.

They left in July 1857 with a regi
ment of Mounted Riflemen and sol
diers heading east over the Santa Fe
Trail. Lieutenant Lane accompanied
them for three nights before return
ing to Fort Union.

Many years later he wrote about
that fourth day.

"My horse stood near by ready for
the sixty miles' start, the train was
rapidly 'hitching up,' and our last
good-byes must soon be said. We
were young then, and had had many
hardships as well as pleasmes to
gether. and this was our first separa
tion. The wrench soon came....

"Fortunately the anxiety at the
prospect of meeting Indians took
away to some extent the bewildering
desolation and sorrow which seemed
to have shut down on everything....

"I t was a long and tedious fifty
miles ride to the milk ranch, where I
arrived some time after dark, and
found the solider with my fresh horse
anxiously expecting me.,,13

The dairy ranch, 10 miles from
Fort Union, was run by "negro" men,
one of whom had gone to the fort for
supplies and not returned. Stories of
Indian depredations were rife and
the worst was feared by all.

Determining to reach the fort that
night, Lane and the unnamed soldier
saddled and started out in the dark.

"The soldier followed close in my
rear, and for three or four miles eve
rything went well. Then we heard a
noise which at first was faint, but
rapidly grew louder. We halted to lis
ten, and in a few minutes could dis
tinctly hear a sound which we were
both satisfied was made by pots and
pans and other traps pertaining to
an Indian outfit, which were fas
tened to lodge-poles and dragged by
Indian ponies."

The two men concluded their only
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hope was a dash straight through
the Indians, "making as much noise
as possible by yelling, and firing our
pistols [hoping] to get by safely....

"We made a rush right at the head
of the enemy's column, and at the
same time let off a succession of yells
that would have done credit to an en
tire squadron of cavalry. Our success
was complete, as the anxiously ex
pected negro of the milk ranch was
scared almost into fits. It was he, and
not the Indians, that was the cause
ofall the alarming noise we had been
hearing ... had it not been a natural
impossibility every hair on his head
would have 'stood on end... .'

"In little over an hour about the
longest and most miserable day's
ride I ever remember came to an end,
and I entered again my very empty
room at Fort Union." 14

Yet, apparently that same sum
mer, Lane suffered another adven
ture that he recorded nearly 40 years
later. 15

Envious of Captain Shoemaker's
skill in shooting the antelope that
were so accessible from the first Fort
Union under the bluff. Lane set out
one day to bag his own.

"In the afternoon, when well
abreast of the northern end of Tur
key Mountain, but some miles to the
east of it, and about fifteen miles
from the post, I saw quite a large
herd of antelope quietly grazing, and
as the cover and wind were all in my
favor, my hopes were high for game.

"I approached to within sixty
yards, ... dismounted quickly, laid
my rifle on the ground . . . took the
picket-pin in my hand ... and then
found a stone to drive it into the
ground. Mter about the third stroke
with the stone I felt a sharp sting on
the back of my left hand, and at the
same moment heard the rattle of a
snake, and saw within a few inches
of my hand the last half of a large
and horrid-looking rattlesnake just
about to disappear in a hole in the
ground....

"I immediately examined my
hand, and sure enough there were
the two punctures, just the distance
apart to correspond to the fangs of a
snake. I was of course frightened al
most out of my wits.'

Realizing he was a good distance
from the fort and a doctor, he re
trieved the picket pin from the
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ground and the brandy flask from his
saddlebags. "I took a drinll, and a big
one." Mounting, he headed back to
the post at a gallop, only to witness
his snakebit hand swelling all the
way. Halting. he took another drink,
"a whopper."

Trying not to look at his hand and
feeling better all the time, Lane
"raised both hands together that I
might see just how much the left one
was swollen. To my amazement the
right one was just as large as the left,
and not only that, there seemed to be
several pairs of hands; in fact, the air
was full of them, and all badly snake
bitten. It suddenly occurred to me
that I was uery drunh, and at the
same time realized that I could not
be badly poisoned, or the brandy
would not have taken effect so soon."

Struggling to remain upright on
his horse, he began to argue with
himself. "I seemed to be two fellows.
The sober lieutenant was saying to
the lieutenant who was drunk some
thing to this effect: 'You are a pretty
fellow you are; scared to death be
cause pieces of the stone broke off
when you drove the picket-pin in the
ground, struck your hand, and made
the blood come, but you ought to be
court-martialed for cowardice ... .'''

Riding on, becoming "sober and
sleepy," he spied some wild geese in a
pond not far from the post. Thinking
to redeem himself with at least a
goose to take back to the fort, he tied
his horse and crept toward the fowl.

He then realized his horse had be
come spooked and, looking out. saw
some men approaching on horse
back. Thinking them Mexicans or In
dians, he concluded he best be on
horseback and away. The horse was
of the same opinion and pitched and
plunged as Lane tried to mount. Fi
nally throwing himself too far over
the saddle, he clung 'in this ungrace
ful position [while] my horse went
thundering across the plain . . .
nearly a quarter of a mile" before
righting himself and regaining con
trol.

"I had had what one might call 'a
full day.' I had ridden over thirty
miles, been bitten, and I supposed by
a rattlesnake, got drunk and sober,
was at the point of death and had re
covered, and all this within twelve
hours of the same day.

"I rode quietly to my quarters, dis-
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mounted, sent my horse to the sta
ble, and went to bed. feeling thankful
that I had a back and a comfortable
place to put it."

Lieutenant Lane passed the win
ter on army business at various forts.
escort trips on the Santa Fe Trail,
and finally was sent to Fort Defiance
to deal with the Navajo - just as he
learned his wife and daughter were
returning from Pennsylvania. Wil
liam and Lydia were finally reunited
at Fort Stanton in probably late No
vember 1858.

"1 found my wife living with and
'messing' [having meals], as usual
with her sister, Mrs. Elliott, and the
baby was there all right - no longer a
baby, however, but a big girl. and
much bigger in her own estimation
than she really was, and about the
only one at the post who always pro
tested before obeying an order."l

The following May, 1859, Captain
Elliott's company, including Lieu
tenant Lane, was ordered to Fort
Bliss, Texas. arriving on May 25.
"Our quarters of three rooms were of
adobe," Lydia wrote, "with thatched
roof and dirt floors ... we were well
fixed.... Almost at our doors flowed
the l'ed. muddy waters of the Rio
Grande.... Three miles away was
the little town of Franklin - now El
Paso.',l7

Their second daughter, Susan,
"was born at Fort Bliss early in the
fall, and as she had more comfortable
surroundings and better care than
her sister, she took a more cheerful
view of life, and behaved quite
well.'>18

Lieutenant Lane received a year's
leave of absence that fall and they
headed east, arriving home by
Christmas 1859. His leave was later
canceled, however. and they were
back at Fort Union in September
1860.

Mter the Civil War began, Lydia
with her two girls and servants left
for the East in the fall of 1861 with
other returning troops. Following a
harrowing journey, during which a
grass fire started by a soldier burned
much of their camp and belongings,
they reached Harrisburg, Pennsyl
vania, to find Captain Lane waiting
for them. He had arrived some weeks
earlier by overland stage, and was
"stationed at Harrisburg and Phila
delphia until the close of the war.'>19
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By the time they returned to New
Mexico in the summer of 1866, "a
baby boy had been added to our
small family."

The Lanes shared more adven
tures in the Southwest, including
Major Lane's stint as commanding
officer of the third and last Fort Un
ion from February 20 to October 12,
1867.20 The Lanes were the first oc~
cupants of the new commanding offi
cer's quarters at Fort Union, and Ly
dia experienced the crash of the dry
ing plaster from the ceiling onto a ta
ble spread with a full meal ready to
be served to a large party in her din
ing room. As usual, she recovered,
cleaned up the mess, and prepared
another dinner for her guests.

Late that year they left the terri
tory, on leave for the East due to
Lane's health. Lydia recalled,"We
had not been particularly comfort
able at Fort Union, but we were
sorry to leave. We liked the old log
quarters, up towards the hills, much
better than the new adobe houses,
planted right down on the plain,
which was swept by the winds all
summer long. How they did howl!"21

Following another brief trip to the
Territory, they returned east in De
cember 1869. In late 1870, Major
Lane was determined to be "inca
pacitated for active service, and that
said incapacity is due to sickness,
'hepatitis' and 'formation and pas
sage of gallstones' supposed to have
been induced during his service as
Mustering and Disbursing Officer in
Philadelphia during the [Civil] War,
and to long and faithful service.' 22
He retired from active Army service
in 1870.

The Lanes had another 29 years
together before William, Brevet
Lieutenant-Colonel U.S.A., died at
Fortress Monroe, Virginia, "of a dis
ability which originated while in
U.S. Service and line of duty.,,23

In a statement dated March 28,
1900, Calvin De Witt, Deputy Sur
geon General, U.S.A., Chief Surgeon,
wrote: "... at Fort Monroe, Va., I
treated Maj. W.E. Lane [in 1897-98]
for chronic intestinal indigestion
with frequent attacks of intestinal
colic, also frequent and often severe
diarrhoea and dysentery; he died
during a very severe attack of dysen
tery on June 28th, 1898. From the
character of the diseases, and from
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the history of the case, as received
from Major Lane and from others, I
am of the opinion that the remote
cause of these diseases was exposure
in the Mexican War, and in service
on the frontier before the Civil War;
and the immediate cause of death
was dysentery.,,24

It appears from National Archives
records that Lydia Lane, in elegant,
bold handwriting, first applied for
her widow's pension on August 13,
1898, from Fortress Monroe, Vir
ginia. Exactly what happened with
that claim is unclear, and the official
handwriting is unclear, but appears
to state "no claim."

A year later, November 9, 1899,
Lydia refiled, with the aid of attor
neys Wm. W. Dudley and Co. of
Washington, DC. That claim shows a
prior application had been filed and
given a claim number. Her marriage
is restated, and now Wm. B. Lane is
said to have served "in the war ofRe
bellion (also in Mexican War), who
died of a disability... ."

On November 21, Dudley & Co.
filed two notarized "General Affida
vits." One stated, again, that Lydia
was "the widow of the late Wm. B.
Lane" and had not remarried since
his death. The other affidavit was
apparently in lieu of a missing mar
riage certificate. It was signed by
Clement B. Penrose and his sister,
Lydia S. Penrose, who were atten
dants at the Lanes' wedding 45 years
earlier. (Clement was and had been
"for more than twenty-one years ...
one of the Judges of the Orphans'
Court of Philadelphia County.")

On December 18, 1899, Dudley &
Co. filed another affidavit stating
that, "there is no church or public
record" of the marriage so Mrs. Lane
can't furnish such document but that
she has "heretofore filed the affida
vits of two witnesses who were pres
ent at her marriage to Wm. B. Lane."

Sweet-tempered Lydia Spencer
Blaney Lane had not yet encoun
tered the U.s. Pension Office when
she published her book in 1893. For a
woman who had been nigh to hell
and back with her cavalry husband
many times over, one can only imag
ine there must have been some
gnashing of teeth and thoughts of
thrashing some pension bureaucrats
as the paperwork dragged on. The
March 28, 1900, statement by Dep-
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uty Surgeon General De Witt proba
bly played some part in the episode.

She finally succeeded, for her
postmaster returned her last pen
sion check to the Bureau of Pensions
who notified the Department of the
Interior that: "1 have the honor to re
port that the name of the above
described pensioner who was last
paid at $20 to June 4, 1914, has this
day been dropped from the roll be
cause of death, June 27, 1914."25

Lydia Spencer Blaney Lane sur
vived her husband for 16 years. She
died about age 79 in Philadelphia.
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AIRSTREAMING THE TRAIL
by Deborah and Jon Lawrence

(The Lawrences are SFTA members
from Irvine, CA, and they traveled
the Trail in 2001. Jon is a physicist
at the Univer'sity ofSouthern Califor
nia, Irvine. Deborah, an early Ameri
canist ot California State University,
Fullerton, is cnrrently working on 0

book about women's narratives and
the rhetoric of westward expansion.
Leonard is a two-yeor-old Bearded
Collie who is a first-tim,e traveler on
the Sonta Fe Tra.il.)

WHETHER you are a professional
historian or like us, greenhorn en
thusiasts, experiencing the Traill'e
quires an act of the imagination.
Modern travelers will find that sites
along the way have often been so
transformed by modern usage that
they bear no resemblance to 19th
century Trail days. It can be difficult
to visualize the road as the mer
chants saw it. The aim of this article
is to give examples of how we used
our imagination to make the past
come alive on our trip down the
Santa Fe Trail this spring.

We traveled in a 1964 Bambi Air
stream trailer, with our sheep dog
Leonard riding shotgun in the navi
gator seat of our pickup. The Air
stream provides a l'easonable level of
comfort for the modern Trail trav
eler, but it is sufficiently primitive to
allow for some of the same experi
ences that plagued 19th-century
travelers. It was hot in Kansas City
and leaked like a sieve near Baldwin
City, when it rained three days
straight. When it poured without
letup, there was nothing in the whole
wagon that wasn't damp. When it
was hot and windy, a thick layer of
brown dust powdered everything.
And oh the mud! Once when we at
tempted to follow Greg Franzwa's di
rections to the Durham Ruts, we na
ively "jogged right" into a narrow
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dirt lane, sinking to our axles in
mud. Only by adding extra oxen, i.e.
4-wheel drive, were we able to extri
cate our wagon. We wasted hours at
tempting to find these "not to be
missed" ruts. Not accustomed to long
travel days, Leonard often acted up
at hitch-up time in the morning ... or
any time when traveling didn't suit
his fancy. Just like a mule!

Our philosophy is that you can't
bring enough books on a trail trip.
Discovering that you are lacking a
helpful resource when you are 100
miles from a good bookstore can be
pretty frustrating. Although we
carry two boxes of books in the back
of the pickup, the following books
never left the front seat: Marc Sim
mons and Hal Jackson's Following
the Santa Fe Trail, Gregory Franz
wa's Santa Fe Trail Revisited, Susan
Magoffin's Down the Santa Fe Trail
and into Mexico, Lewis Garrard's
Wah-to-yah, Josiah Gregg's Com
merce of the Prairies, Marian Rus
sell's Land of Enchantment, Matt
Field on the Santa Fe Twil, and The
Road to Santa Fe: The Jonrnal and
Di,aries of George Champlin Sibley.
To visit Ash Creek and know that it
is a Trail crossing is nice, but to read
Magoffin's entry about her fall from
her carriage at this site and to know
that the injuries she suffered here
led to her miscarriage at Bent's Fort
makes the crossing truly memorable.
With the help of our books, men and
women like the Bent brothers, Ceran
St. Vrain, Susan Magoffin, Kit Car
son, George Sibley, Marian Russell,
and Francis X. Aubrey became our
constant traveling companions.

A key part of our approach is to
spend time at the interpretive dis
plays at forts and museums along
the way. We have learned not to rush
them. Physically,' Fort Union is
crumbled walls and decaying wagon
wheels, but the museum and the out
door interpretive signs and audio
speakers, coupled with Marian Rus
sell's memoirs, made this one of our
favorite Trail experiences.

You will magnify your experience
a thousand-fold by talking to people
along the Trail. Whether it is the
farmer who proudly talks about the
ruts on his property, or the fish and
game officer who volunteers his
weekends as a docent at Fort Larned
in the summer, meeting people you
would not ordinarily have the occa-
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sion to talk to is certainly a Trail
highlight. Even people we have en
countered living on or near the TraIl
who are unaware of its existence
have often befl'iended us and showed
us kindnesses that we will treasure.

Finally, be open to serendipity.
When you get an opportunity to lis
ten to the stories and memqries of
other people or take an unexpected
twisting dirt road that intrigues you,
take it. We enjoy winding two-lane
dirt roads the best. And we never
take the interstate unless there is no
alternative. This adds a lot of addi
tional miles to the trip. We made our
first trip over the trail in five days.
This time we spent two and a half
weeks, and it was not long enough.
Next time we intend to allocate a
month.

Our journey began in St. Charles.
Just like the merchants, our first
task was preparing the wagon. We
called a mechanic from On Site Re
pair. Doc had emigrated £l'om Penn
sylvania to take advantage of better
RV opportunities. He fixed the
kitchen sink pipe in less than an
hour. and while he worked he re
galed us with stories of the different
people he had met in the camp
grounds around the St. Louis area.
Afterwards, Jon and I set out to buy
provisions, including canned oysters
and champagne which Susan Magof
fin reported eating in one of her di
ary entries.

At Bellefontaine Cemetery, we
picked up the brochure and map lo
cating notable graves, but the grave
sites of primary interest to us were
not listed. The manager was kind
enough let us go through the ceme
tery's card catalogue. As a conse
quence we located the woman and
her family whose gravesites we
wanted to find and also four more
people that we had an interest in,
none of whom was listed on the map.

One of the best museums that we
encountered was at Arrow Rock. It
put the Boone's Lick country and
earlier Trail history into a larger
context. It also introduced us to Dr.
John Sappington and his famous
malaria pills. Fascinated, we opted
to spend more time than we had
planned and visited the Sappington
Memorial Building and the Sapping
ton Cemetery. Although we had not
done any reading on the role that
physicians played on the Santa Fe
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Trail, because of our new interest in
the doctor-even Susan Magoffm
carried Sappington's pills with
her-we have a possible focus for a
future trip.

Because we expressed so much in
terest, a kindly biologist at Fort Os
age opened up the Sutler's Store
even after closing hours. This man
was a font of information and led us
to a new appreciation of George Si
bley and an introduction to his wife
Mary Easton Sibley, who accompa
nied her husband to Fort Osage and
later founded Lindenwood College in
St. Charles.

On our first night in the Inde
pendence campground, it rained. Jon
began reading Mark Gardner's
Brothers on the Santa. Fe and Chi
huahua Trails and I browsed the La
mar introduction to Magoffin's diary.
Coincidentally, we were simultane
ously reading about Camp Magoffin,
the property owned first by Harmon
Gregg, then passed to Josiah Gregg,
and then to James Magoffin. In
1851, James sold the farm to Samuel
and Susan Magoffm. Camp Magoffin
was right outside Independence not
far from our campground. The next
morning we went directly to the In
dependence Courthouse Archives.
Three archive librarians made our
research not only fruitful but also en
joyable, and they gave us a greater
awareness of the value of using ar
chives along the Trail. With their
help, we were able to locate the land
deeds for the property and without
much difficulty, Jon and I were able
to drive to the general area and lo
cate what was Camp Magoffin. We
knocked on several doors, but got no
response until finally we met a gray
haired woman in a western-type
shirt whose father had owned a con
siderable portion ofland in the area.
Although she had never heard of the
Greggs or the Magoffins, she had an
extensive knowledge of the last hun
dred years of history of the area.
Through her stories and memories,
Jon and I were able to make a real
connection to the place, both its past
and its present.

Like Francis Parkman and the
thousands of other travelers who
passed through Independence and
Westport in the mid-19th century,
we spent time in the Kansas City
area completing our purchases for
the road. We bought a cassette tape
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of Mark Gardner's Santa Fe Trail
music, film, a Boy Scout compass so
that we could "take a bearing" when
following Franzwa's more compli
cated directions, and a stack of blank
notebooks. At Kelly's Wesport Inn.
once owned by Albert Gallatin
Boone, Mark Webber was behind the
bar. Over a couple of glasses of Flat
Til'e Ale, he told us about the history
of the building. He also loves to give
his customers restaurant advice. On
this night he directed us to the finest
pan-fried chicken with rich yellow
gray we had ever eaten. Off the
beaten track, Stroud's is an institu
tion for the locals and offers scrump
tious meals. Mark also recom
mended Oklahoma Joe's which we
stopped at the next morning on our
way out of town. Delicious barbe
cue-their rub on their succulent
pork ribs is phenomenal! And the
restaw'ant is located in a gas station!
The rains became frequent and
fierce in eastern Kansas: so torren
tial that in Baldwin City we were
brought to a complete stop. This was
the edge of a storm that later
brought tornadoes to the area. imag
ine being in this weather with only a
canvas cover for protection! And the
rain brought mud. Our trek into 110
mile Creek left us with mud up to our
ankles, wet shoes, socks, jeans, and a
filthy, hairy, muddy sheep dog.

Traveling from Trail ruts to stage
stations, from nooning and camping
sites to river crossings, we made our
way slowly to Council Grove. By the
time we arrived, we sought relief
from muddy RV campsites. Our ap
petites were whetted for a night in a
real bed and a dinner not cooked over
a campfire. We checked into the hon
eymoon suite at the Cottage
House-all three of us reveled in the
luxurious accommodations-and we
dined on roast beef and history at the
Hays House Restaw'ant.

At Lost Spring, we saw the water
cress planted by the army in the late
1840s to prevent solders from get
ting scurvy. We nooned it at Cotton
wood Crossing and picked berries by
the edge of Cottonwood Creek, just
as Susan Magoffin describes doing in
her Cottonwood Crossing diary en
try. To escape another torrential
storm one afternoon, we stopped at
the Coronado Quivira Museum in
Lyon. One of their outstanding ex
hibits introduced us to the murdered
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trader Jose Antonio Chavez-a man
we determined to explore in more
depth on our next trip. We climbed
Pawnee Rock Monument and read
Sibley's, Garrard's, and Magoffin's
descriptions of the giant outcrop.
Through their words, we were able to
see the surrounding plains, not only
as it is today, but also as it was over a
century and a half ago. Nothing
much but loose rock remains' of
Bent's New Fort today, but with the
help of Lavender's Bent's Fort, we
were able to reconstruct in our
imagination the fort that William
Bent built as a stopover for travelers
on the Mountain Route. We blew two
how's one morning learning how to
play monte with the trader in the
Bent's Old Fort gift shop. A historian
and an archeologist who were work
ing on new interpretive signs at
Boggsville readily answered the
questions we peppered them with
and then gave us a tour of the area.
We ate corn and bean soup in the Las
Vegas Plaza Hotel as we read an ex
cerpt of Magoffin's diary where she
describes not only her first experi
ence with New Mexican food, but her
eating of this soup. At Pecos, it was
so hot that before we could stop him,
Leonard drank from some stagnant
water, and within an hour he began
to show signs of digestive disorder.
Thankfully, it wasn't cholera!

Mter twenty days, we entered
Santa Fe and made our way into the
plaza and to La Fonda. After clean
clothes and lotions replaced Trail
dirt, we went downstairs to a quiet
corner table in the Fiesta Lounge
and ordered champagne. Our first
toast was to the end of the Trail.
Rehashing our Trail stories and
thumbing through our filled
notebooks, we attempted to cheer
ourselves up by reminding each
other that next year we would do it
again, but we would go even more
slowly, talk to more people along the
way, and bring more books. We lifted
our glasses and gave a heartfelt toast
to the interpreters and devoted
friends of the Trail who make it
possible for greenhorns like us to use
our imaginations to experience a
sense of the Trail as it was in its
heyday.

REMEMBER THE SA TA FE
TRAIL ASSOCIATION

IN YOUR WILL
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LAST DAYS OF THE LATE JOSIAH GREGG
by Hal Jackson

(Jackson is a professional geogra
pher who taught at Humboldt State
University in Arcata, CA, for 20
years. He now resides in Placitas
NM, and will become the new presi~
dent of SFTA in September. Josiah
Gregg's classic, Commerce of the
Prairies, first published in 1844 re
mains in print today and is an'im
portant source of early Trail history.
Gregg was also a physician, scientist,
and explorer.)
Introduction

THE story of Josiah Gregg's last
few months has come to most of us
through two sources. Max Moorhead
in his 1954 introduction to a new edi~
tion of Commerce of the Prairies, de
v~ted several pages relating Gregg's
tnp from the gold fields to the Cali
fornia coast and then south to his
death near Clear Lake, California. I

Paul Horgan gave basically the same
account in his book, Josiah Gregg
and His Vision of the Eorly West.
Horgan provided substantially more
detail.2

For 20 years I lived in Humboldt
County and made numerous trips
throu~h the area traversed by Gregg
and hls party. My feeling is that nei
ther Moorhead nor Horgan under
stood the difficulty of Gregg's jour
ney. The country is one of ups,
downs, roaring streams, and, in the
winter wet season, rain and snow.
The story has one surprise in it and a
possible murder mystery. Neither
the surprise nor mystery were men
tioned by Moorhead or Horgan.

Moorhead, Horgan, and I rely on
the same written data source. Unfor
tunately, Gregg's notes, journal, and
maps of his last journey were never
fOUI;d. One member of Gregg's party,
L. h.. Wood, wrote a narrative of the
trip which was first published in
1856, only six years after the fact.
The . narr~tive was subsequently
pubhshed m several other locations.
The version I am relying on-all ver
sions are virtually identical-is from
the book The Quest for Qual-A- Wa
Loa, edited by Oscar Lewis.3 This
book contains several stories about
Humboldt Bay and its discoveries. I
use the plural intentionally, for sev
eral parties can make claim to the
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discovery.
My thanks to Chris Haynes of the

Humboldt State University geogra
~hy department for his help in creat
mg the map of Gregg's journey. Hay
nes has traveled over many sections
of the Gregg route, some in winter
time on skis. He and I agree on the
many points made in this story about
~ravel difficulty. To make such a trip
m November after the rainy season
has begun and without a map or
knowledge of the country is truly a
remarkable feat.
Gregg's Travels in California

Although Oscar Lewis has Gregg
accompanying General Stephen
Watts Kearny to California during
the war wlth Mexico in 1846, it is
clear that Gregg's first trip to Cali
fornia was not until August 1849. He
had gone to Mexico after the conclu
sion of hostilities with that country
and then succumbed to the "gold fe
ver" and left from Mazatlan Mexico
arriving at Monterey, Calif~rnia, b;
ship on August 26, 1849.4

Gregg was next heard of from Rich
Bar, a gold camp on a branch of the
north fork of Trinity River (Map N.
There were 40 men gathered there in
October 1849.5 All had traveled
north up the Sacramento Valley and
then west over a pass into the drain
age of Trinity River. The speed with
which the gold exploration expanded
was truly amazing. President James
Polk had only announced to the
country the discovery of gold in Cali
fornia in December 1848. By October
1849 miners were half way down
what turned out to be the gold
bearing section of the Trinity. This is
in addition to miners having as
cended virtually every gold-bearing
stream in the Sierra Nevada on the
east side of the Sacramento Valley,

The rain and snow commence in
October and do not abate until May
m northwest California. The weath
er at Rich Bar was bad in October
and likely to get worse. The assem
bled men had heard from local Indi
ans that eight days travel west
would bring them to a beautiful bay
on the mighty Pacific Ocean.6 They
could envision a wonderful harbor
and see themselves transshipping
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supplies to the mines and towns
along the Trinity and upper Sacra
mento valley. They probably hoped
to "mine the miners" as others had
before them.

At first all 40 miners signed up to
make the trek west. Only eight how
ever, including Gregg and our ~arra
tor L. K. Wood, started for the coast
on November 5, 1849. Wood wrote
that "Josiah Gregg, a physician by
profession," was chosen as leader.
!he gr~up ",:as impressed that Gregg
had wlth him all implements neces

sary to guide us through the unin
habited' trackless region" that was
before them.7 Of course, it certainly
was neither umnhabited nor track
less. And what purpose could
Gregg's implements have served
without a map to guid'e them?
Gregg's only knowledge of northwest
California was the fact that the
Spaniard Bruno Heceta had discov
ered a bay in 1776.8 He also knew the
latitude of the bay and this latitude
turned out to be a driving force in the
party's westward movement.
, The party knew Gregg as a physi

CIan but never took note ofhis exten
sive travel and authorship of Com
merce of the Prairies. It is part of the
Gregg family lore that he was under
commission to the federal govern
ment to find the bay discovered by
Heceta.9 The instruments Gregg car
ried with him at Rich Bar were the
same he carried wherever he went
probably sextant, barometer, and
thermometer,

Two Indians from the nearby
rancheria at Rich Bar were supposed
to gUlde the party. At the last minute
they begged off and told Wood that
the great storm recently experienced
made the mountains impassable be
cause of snow. 10 They were not far off
on this point. The party began with
out them on November 5, 1849, de
s~ending the north fork of the Trinity
River to the main stream. They
crossed the Trinity and began the as
cent to an east-west ridge. It was a
very difficult climb as the ridge was
2700 feet above the river at 4000 feet
elevation. As Wood told it "the char
acter of the ascent was materially
c~anged, snow had taken the place of
slippery mud, which had obliterated

Al£glLst 2001



most the exact location where the
Gregg party crossed in 1849. Neither
Smith nor his clerk mentioned the
rancherLa in their journals, but
Smith did describe the change in the
form and style of Indian dwellings
near here. 17 They were now in the
Hupa Indian region. Rogers, his
clerk, called the Trinity River the In
dian Scalp River, but neither he nor
Smith told why the stream was 0

named. 18

Whatever took place in 1828 cer
tainly was remembered by the Indi
ans here in 1849, and that explains
their flight. Smith was a very relig
ious man and not prone to start
fights with anyone. At every turn he
tried to befriend the Indians on this
journey and only opened fire on them
when they shot arrows at him or his
colleagues. Or so said his journal. 19 It
was later on this trip that 14 of
Smith's party died at the hands of
Umpqua Indians in Oregon. Smith, a
survivor in Oregon, met his death on
the Santa Fe Trail on the Cimarron
River in 1831.

When Gregg's party readied to
leave the rancherLa they were ad-

MAPA
JOSIAH GREGG'S ROUTE

* PLACES MENTIONED BY WOOD

• MODERN TOWNS (ARCATA)

"" "' oJ GREGG'S ROUTE TO COAST
................ GREGG'S ROUTE AFTER 12113

the confluence with the main Trinity
River. There they were able to cross
the south fork and climb a bank to a
bench above the river. 13

On this bench there was an In
dian rancherLa (see Map A). When
Gregg's party appeared, the entire
population of the rancherLa fled.
Wood says some Indians plunged
headlong into the river while others
climbed the nearby mountains. He
said they fled because they had
never seen a white man and were
c()mpletely surprised by their sud
den appearance. 14 A better explana
tion for their fear is that they had
seen white men, and the earlier en
counter was not to their advantage.

In May 1828 a party of 18 trap
pers and explorers, led by Jedediah
Smith, with 300 head of horses and
mules, passed through this same
area. Smith had come north along
the Sacramento River (which he
called the Buenaventura) passing
over the coast ranges into the Trinity
River drainage. 15 The party traveled
down the south fork of the Trinity,
arriving at the confluence with the
Trinity on May 3. 16 This had to be al-

OCEAN

PACIFIC

all there was of a trail, its depth in
creasing in proportion to the altitude
gained." II They made camp in the
snow the first evening.

The mining camp and this ridge
were located on are part of the geo
logic Klamath mountains. Map A
shows that the streams really had no
pattern until the group moved far
ther west. The ridge took them west
ward but not without "a constant
succession of mountains, now over
the top of one, then through the deep
valley beneath and again climbing
the steep side of another."12 Their
route was not on top of the ridge but
just north of it, which required them
to cross the many heads of creeks
that led north to the Trinity.

For five days they and their ani
mals traveled westward near this
ridge. Finally, they heard what
sounded like surf, but this sound
came from a roaring stream. The
stream was the south fork of the
Trinity River and had too much fast
water for them to cross where they
first encountered it. They continued
downstream, paralleling the stream,
until they reached a point almost at
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and knew the latitude of his sought
after harbor. The party went north to
about the harbor's latitude before
turning west once again.22

West meant another descent (into
Redwood Creek this time) and it wa
here their most serious problem oc
curred. They had been traveling
through a mixed fir and ponderosa
pine forest, but now they entered the
coastal redwood belt. The l'edwood
forest was devoid of game, very wet
and boggy, and littered with toppled
giants of the forest. Up to this point
they had been averaging about three
miles per day. Wood claimed an aver
age of seven, but most of the seven
were consumed by wandering. Their
daily average dropped to two miles
per day in the redwoods.23

Another major problem in the red
wood forest, according to Wood, was
Gregg. "Doctor Gregg frequently ex
pressed the desire to measure the
circumference of some of the giants
of the forest, and occasionally called
upon one of us to assist him.'·24 The
members of the party were now an
swering Gregg's calls for help with
"shameful abuse.,,25 Wood did state
that one redwood had a diameter of
22 feet and others a height of 300
feet. 26 Wood described their slow
travel through the redwoods in de
tail. They would send two men ahead
to cut steps in fallen trees so that the
animals and men could climb up and
over the trees. 27

At last they heard the sound of
surf. Two men were sent ahead to as
certain the best route for the ani
mals. They returned the same day
with news that the great Pacific
Ocean was but six miles distant. It
took the party three days to go six
miles, finally arriving on December
13, 1849. Their point of arrival was
the north side of Little River and
only three miles south of the harbor
they sought.28

Arriving at the beach without
food. they shot a bald eagle and a
raven which was busy eating a fish.
Eagle, raven, and fish went into the
kettle to make a stew to satiate their
hunger.29

Summarizing the journey to this
point, Wood claimed that the seven
subordinates had become very dis
satisfied with the "old doctor." He
was forever wanting them to help
make his measurements, which
slowed the party down.3o Gregg

I~
:t>l
I~
:~

I

MAP B

GREGGS ROUTE SOUTH
,.. " / • Rich Bar 10 Little RIVer

···..···c...,·· Josiah Gregg' Group 10 Oear Lake

.' '. .' 1.. K. Wood's Group to San Francisco

point they had left the geologic Kla
math mountains and were in the
Coast Ranges. Notice the regular
northwest- outheast trend of these
ranges and their treams (Map A).

The night of November 13 found
them on a ridge at about 3000 feet
elevation and out offood.21 However,
there was grass for their animals.
From this point they could have con
tinued due west, crossing one more
ridge, and descended to the coast just
north of present-day Arcata. But re
member that Gregg had implements
(a sextant and barometer at least)

Ocean

Pacific

vised by the Indians that they should
not continue down the river as they
had planned. Gregg thought the har
bor he sought would be at the mouth
of the Trinity River. Too many hos
tile tribes downstream, warned the
Indians. 20 A better route was to leave
the river and head west. This was
good advice, and if Gregg had fol
lowed it they could have been on the
coast in a few days.

Unfortunately, Gregg only ac
cepted part of the advice. The party
began by leaving the river and climb
ing another ridge to the west. At this
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wanted to enlighten a curious world,
but they were not interested. Their
growing exasperation with Gregg no
doubt came from the difficulty of the
trip. In truth, the eight had suffered
a great deal. They had gone to bed
many nights without food. The eight
days that the Indians claimed the
trip should have taken had stretched
to thirty-eight.

Was this Gregg's fault? Partly. He
insisted on traveling at the latitude
of the sought harbor. This took the
party many miles away from the best
and quickest route. But the seven as
sociates accepted his leadership.
They only balked when things were
difficult, leading them to blame him
for things not his fault. The best ex
ample of this was the sterile redwood
forest without game or grass.

From the mouth ofLittle River the
group headed north, passing Trini
dad Head. They went about 11 miles
before returning to the head.3l They
now knew that the Trinity River did
not enter the ocean near Trinidad
Head. At the head Gregg took his
readings establishing the latitude of
the "harbor" at Trinidad. The harbor
is more an open roadstead with some
small protection from northwest
winds. Gregg engraved upon a tree
the following:

Latitude 410 8' 30"
Barometer 290 86"
Ther. Fah. 48° at 12 M.
Dec. 17, 1849

J. Gregg32

The ship Cameo entered Trinidad
Bay on March 16, 1850, and the crew
found Gregg's carving.33

Wood noted in his journal at Trini
dad that the "old gentleman took the
trouble to engrave upon the trunk...
.,,34 He had said in a previous para
graph that the "old doctor" took sev
eral observations along the way and,
as their toil and sufferings accumu
lated, they gradually cultivated dis
taste in these matters. He went on to
say at the beginning of the trip they
regarded his scientific experiments
with indifference, while later in the
journey they looked upon them with
contempt.35

They remained at Trinidad Head
for two days, eating mussels and
salmon obtained from the Indians.36

There is a rancheda (with casino)
nearby even today. Moving south
along the coast they encountered a
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deep gulch and two of Gregg's ani
mals mired down. The Doctor "called
lustily for assistance but no one of
the company would aid him to rescue
them. We had been annoyed so much
and detained so long in lifting fallen
mules ... that one and all declared
they would no longer lend assistance
to man or beast and that from this
forward each would constitute a
company by himself, under obliga
tions to no one and free to act as best
suited his notions.,,3? Gregg was ap
paTently not included in Wood's "one
and all." It was clear that discipline
and camaraderie were fast breaking
down. Paul Horgan said it best, "they
were sick of each other.,,38

Continuing south, they recrossed
Little River and soon came to an
other river swollen by heavy rains.
Their challenge was to find a means
to cross the stream. Indians from a
nearby rancheria supplied canoes
and the party began to cross. Gregg,
meantime, thrilled with the prospect
of what he felt was a navigable
stream, began his ritual of taking
measurements, i.e., the latitude. The
other seven were opposed to any de
lay and began to cross without
Gregg. As the canoes were pushing
off, Gregg finally realized he was
about to be left behind and quickly
gathered his instruments and ran for
a canoe. Wood says that Gregg was
extremely annoyed but remained
quiet until the south side of the
stream was reached. There Gregg
"opened upon us a perfect battery of
the most withering and violent
abuse." This stream, as a result of
the episode, they named the Mad
River.39

The party continued south on the
hard sand paralleling the surf, fi
nally camping in some sand hills one
mile back from the ocean. Two men
were sent to fill pails with drinking
water. One found some brackish wa
ter, barely potable. The other man
had gone east, away from the ocean,
and came back with his pail full.
Gregg tested the water and found it
to be salt water pure and simple. The
man told Gregg that he had "dipred
it out of a bay of smooth water.,,4

Thus was Humboldt Bay discov
ered. Gregg named it Trinity Bay.
The bay was rediscovered a few
months later by a small ship's crew
and they named it Humboldt Bay af
ter the German naturalist. That
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name persists.
They spent some time on the mar

gins of the bay finding that the en
trance was too dangerous for them to
cross. They circled to the north, pass
ing by present Arcata, then south
through what is now Eureka. Leav
ing Humboldt Bay, they traveled
south to a large river where they met
two old Indians who were fishing for
eels. They arranged to be trans
ported across the river by Indian ca
noe and remained on the west (left)
bank for several days, eating eels ob
tained from Indians. This stream
they named Eel River. 4l

At this point there was division of
opinion. Some members wished to
follow the coast down to San Fran
cisco, others urged the most direct
route upstream along the banks of
the Eel River. As they could not
agree, Gregg and three others opted
for the coastal route, while the re
maining four (including the narrator
Wood) went along the river. 42 Gregg
was still thinking harbors and navi
gable rivers, and these were to be
found along the coast.

Neither group was very success
ful. Wood's party had to leave the
river and seek the ridges (Map B).
Gregg's foursome could not follow
along the coast much past Cape
Mendocino where they left to follow
the small Mattole River inland.
From the time of the division, we
have only a first-hand account of
Wood's group. Wood's narrative is
sketchy for the last part of his trip,
but they finally arrived at the farm
of a Mrs. Mark West some 30 miles
north of the town of Sonoma on Feb
ruary 17, 1850. 43 From there they
headed for San Francisco to rep01't
their discoveries. It had taken them
ten days from the split with Gregg.

Gregg's story is based on Wood's
interview of Charles Southard, one
of the men with Gregg. Southard told
his story to Wood, who placed the
story in his narrative. Southard later
told the same basic story several
times to Wood's son, David Wood.
The story was that after leaving the
coast they climbed to a ridge and
tried to head for the Sacramento Val
ley. On entering Clear Lake Valley,
Dr. Gregg fell from his horse several
times from sheer weakness. They
had been subsisting on acorns and
herbs and were without meat for sev
eral days. Mter Gregg's second fall
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he was unable to mount again. He
died on the spot of starvation.44 The
"old doctor" was 44 years old. The
Alta California of March 7, 1850,
gives the day of his death as Febru
ary 25, 1850.45

This version of Gregg's last days
has not gone unchallenged. Howard
Dimick, writing in the New Mexico
Historical Review, claimed there is
every likelihood that Gregg was
murdel·ed.46 Dimick has no real evi
dence to support this supposition.
The best he can do is reason that
Gregg's murder would explain the
disappearance of his notebooks and
personal effects.46 Someone in his
party suspected Gregg of writing
negative things about him and killed
Gregg to keep the information out of
the public eye. Gregg certainly had
not gained much favor with his
travel companions, but to consider
murdering him so close to their des
tination is a difficult position to sup
port.

Josiah Gregg and his party made
important contributions to the geo
graphic knowledge of northwest
California. Trinidad Bay was located
and perceptions about the head's
proximity to the Trinity River were
dispelled. Gregg had discovered
Humboldt Bay as well. Moorhead
rightfully states that Gregg's para
mount achievement was the discov
ery of the bay.48 Within two months
of the Gregg-Wood party arriving in
San Francisco, two towns were sited
on Humboldt Bay and another at
Trinidad. Both Arcata and Eureka
became entrepots for the gold mining
camps along both the Trinity and
Klamath Rivers. L. K. Wood was one
of Arcata's most important citizens
after the town was formed.
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DAM THAT BURIED
HOlE-IN-THE-ROCK

(continued from page 1)

ther on at Iron Spring was quite bit
ter. At Hole-in-the-Rock, however,
travelers found a dependable supply
of relatively "sweet" water.

During the recent meeting of the
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Six Western Chapters of the SFTA
(June 9-10), one ofthe Trail sites vis
ited was Hole-in-the-Rock, located at
the headwaters of Timpas Creek.
Our 25-plus vehicle caravan tUl'ned
off Highway 350 at Thatchel' onto a
gravel road, crossed the railroad
tracks, passed by an abandoned
schoolhouse, and crossed a small
bridge over Timpas Creek. At this
point we entered a gate on the right
side of the road and parked our vehi
cles. (Note to visitors: PLEASE
KEEP THE GATE CLOSED.)

Bob and Marylou Jones bought
this 80-acre site in 1991 to ensure (1)
the preservation of this historic loca
tion and (2) that the public would
have access to it. In 1996 they gave it
to the Archaeological Conservancy
with the condition that "the Conser
vancy cannot transfer the property
to any individual or local group. It
can only be transferred to a recog
nized entity that will preserve the
site." We are in their debt for this sig
nificant contribution to Trail preser
vation.

Our group gathered for a cere
mony honoring Bob Jones who died
recently (see WT, Feb. 2001, p. 3).
Mark Mitchell, our tour guide, con
ducted the ceremony. He then led us
up the hill a short distance to the
foundation remains of the Hole-in
the-Rock Stage Station built in 1866
by Barlow, Sanderson Co.

Three of us summoned the energy
to follow Timpas Cl'eek downstream
into the canyon-Monis Alexander,
Emel'y Murray, and myself. As we
walked. we gained an appreciation
for Susan Magoffin's description of
the canyon as "quite romantic-high
rocks covered with cedar trees:
shelving and craggy precipices...."
We had heard of a dam that resulted
in the silting of the famous watering
hole. It reportedly was built by the
raih'oad to collect water for their
steam engines. Our objective was to
see if we could locate it (we had not
done so on previous visits). After a
half-mile hike, what appeared to be a
4 to 5 foot rock wall came into view.
As we neared the wall we realized it
was the dam. Its size surprised us.
The dam is approximately 195 feet
long (2/3 of a football field) across the
narrowest part of the canyon with a
spillway at each end. The floor of the
canyon leading to the dam is silted
over to the top of the spillways,
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which are six feet below the top of
the dam-burying forever the fa
mous Hole-in-the-Rock.

When we looked over the dam we
saw a 20- to 30-foot drop and gained
a view of the canyon as it used to be.
Needless to say we three SFT enthu
siasts were delighted with our find.
We hiked to the bluff overlooking the
dam for a better view. We returned
to our vehicles by hiking the high
ground. Our families, Mark Mitchell,
and Dub Couch were waiting for us.
The remainder of our caravan had
departed for home.

For those visiting this historic site
who are in good health, we suggest
that a hike through the canyon will
yield an excitement, scenic reward,
and a feeling of what the Trail was
like for those traveling the Mountain
Route to Santa Fe.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic in Verse

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks poetry which

addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Submit poetry, in open or
closed form, along with a brief biog
raphy to Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of
English, Campus Box 32, Metropoli
tan State College of Denver, PO Box
173362, Denver CO 80217-3362.

Kyle Laws returns to these pages
from Pueblo, Colorado, where she
writes and hikes the Santa Fe Trail.
In "I Live by the Tracks in Thatcher"
she speaks to the ephemeral nature
of "owning" anything, even a home
steaded stretch of the Santa Fe Trail.
In "Little by Little ..." she speaks to
the disturbances which people leave
on the land, disturbances that "tear"
the land, "two deep cuts,' and yet,
paradoxically, she notes the faint
ness of our existence here, "traipsing
through."

I LIVE BY THE TRACKS IN THATCHER
by Kyle Laws

Went through my head when
I passed the For Sale sign,
not just the railroad tracks,
but the tracks of the Santa Fe Trail,
and for a while I wanted to own that

house
and the poems that would come with

it.
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But I could no more own the poems
than the homesteaders who

ploughed the land
to have it blow away in the 30's
after successive seasons of no rain.

LITTLE BY LITTLE MY FEET FOUND THEIR
WAY ALONG THE SANTA FE TRAIL

by Kyle Laws

A clump of trees that was Timpas,
a divide of land,
the easiest path a little to the side
where there is less brush.
A slab that is a trail marker
and prickly pear, a sign of a torn land-

scape,
and every so often a faint rut.
I head west to the trees and
two deep cuts in a ridge.

Other things I notice:
broken pieces of metal,
a buckle and part of a harness,
pieces of ceramic that were dishes,
an old corn cob drilled for a pipe.
I leave them for the next person
traipsing through.

STATE SUES TO OPEN OLD
ROAD: CASE TO REMOVE

GATE ON TRUST LAND BEGINS
by Brenden Smith

(This article appeared in the July 18,
2001 issue of Albuquerque Journal
North and was submitted by MaTc
Simmons Brenden Smith is a Jour
nal staff writer.)

RATON-Since its beginning as a
public trade route almost 200 years
ago, the Santa Fe Trail has carried
traders, settlers and soldiers across
the rugged, unforgiving terrain of
the Southwest.

But in Colfax County, 2.6 miles of
the Mountain Route of the historic
Trail has become a private road after
UU Bar Ranch erected a gate in 1997
where the road enters ranch prop
erty south of Cimarron.

The locked gate-which blocks the
only eastern access to more than
40,000 acres of state trust land popu
lar with hunters in the Whites Peak
and Black Lake area-is at the cen
ter of a three-year legal battle that
went to trial Tuesday before state
District Judge Peggy Nelson.

The state Attorney General's Of
fice, on behalf of the state Game
Commission, is suing the ranch seek
ing a declaration from Nelson that
the road is still public, which would
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force the removal of the gate.
In his opening statement, Assis

tant Attorney General Bennett Cohn
outlined the history of the road that
the judge will travel Friday as part of
the three-week trial.

New Mexico's Territorial Legisla
ture renamed the road as part of EI
Camino Real in 1905, and it was in
cluded in the state highway system
in 1929, later designated as N.M.
211199, Cohn said.

"The road in this case has a glori
ous past, a checkered present and an
uncertain future," he said. "We are
here to vindicate the public right and
access to this road."

UU Bar Ranch attorney Hank
Bohnhoff countered that the state
abandoned the road in 1985 and took
no action to claim it was public for a
dozen years.

A deed transferring part of the
road from the state Highway Com
mission to the Game Commission in
1985 is so vague that state officials
don't even know where the road goes,
Bohnhoff said.

Further complicating the picture,
both sides agree the deed was never
recorded and the original has disap
peared.

The Highway Commission, which
was concerned about liability for the
unmaintained dirt road, did not have
the right to transfer the road to the
Game Commission because it should
have reverted to the abutting prop
erty owner, UU Bar Ranch, Bohnhoff
argued.

"The govel'nment has never acted
in a straightforward or legal manner
in regard to this road," he said in his
opening statement.

The ranch of roughly 95,000 acres
is owned by a limited partnership
controlled by businessman Wesley
Adams of Las Vegas, Nev.

Bohnhoff has said the gate was
erected by the ranch in 1997 because
hunters using the road had killed
cattle and damaged grazing land
with their vehicles.

Dozens of hunters and outdoors
enthusiasts staged a rally Sunday at
the locked gate. Some hunters con
tend UU Bar Ranch, which profited
from guiding guests on elk hunts, is
trying to turn the adjoining state
trust land into a private hunting re
serve by blocking access to the area.
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The fight with the ranch began in
1997 when Edward Olona, a hunter
from Springer, petitioned state offi
cials to have the gate removed. The
Game and Fish Department investi
gated the case, and a department
employee wrote in an October 1997
letter forwarded to the Game Com
mission that the road had been le
gally abandoned and was now pri
vate property, Bohnhoff said.

The Game Commission, which
oversees Game and Fish, did not ob
ject to that decision but then
changed its mind in 1998 when it
joined then-Attorney General Tom
Udall in suing the ranch over the
locked gate, Bohnhoff said.

The case has survived several
challenges by UU Bar Ranch and
some changes in legal tactics by the
Attorney General's Office.

About 25 people listened to the
opening statements Tuesday in Nel
son's third floor courtroom. Attor
neys sometimes had to repeat them
selves because the courtroom's open
windows carried noises from the
street, including barking dogs, honk
ing horns and the rumble of trucks.

The trial is scheduled for three
weeks because of the tangled history
of the road and the convoluted
actions of several state agencies.
Nelson is expected to issue her
decision in the weeks or months after
the close of the trial.

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

In response to Mr. Vilda's letter to
your magazine [WT, Nov. 2000, p.7].

His retelling of the event in ques
tion is not exactly factual, but as any
good mountain man's tale seems to
get more hair-raising with each re
telling.

Videos taken of the event show
that Mr. Davis used the appropriate
procedure, to the side and down at
the ground, most gunfighting teams
employ. What we and the rest of the
participants failed to realize, was
that the surface we were performing
on was different than any we had
been on before-a pea-gravel racing
track for racing buggy horses. This
caused a "bounce" effect and did in
deed injure Mr. Vilda. Mter the in
jury happened we urged Les to go im-
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mediately to the hospital but he told
us "This was as much my fault as
yours, I know better than to turn
back like I did." He was not as badly
injured, as the story seems to have
grown. He did have some powder
spray on his nose, and like any face
wound it did bleed. He said that all
he required was a bottle of wine, this
was procured for him and he spent
the rest of the evening quietly. He
was finally convinced to go to the
hospital the next day (Sunday).

As to taking care of the bills. we
requested Mr. Vilda to sign a form
and send it directly to the insurance
company. That as far as we knew
should have covered his hospital
bills. However, the insurance pro
vider informed us that the form was
never received. We have attempted
to make things right, but instead
have encountered a nationwide
smear campaign.

As a result of this, our one and
only mishap, we no longer "play gun
fight," keeping only to choreo
graphed routines with other profes
sional reenactors, who we know are
covered by their own insurance. We
are no longer with the same group or
insurance company we were with at
the time of Mr. Vilda's injury. We
have enclosed a copy of our current
insurance certificate and current
membership cards for your examina
tion [copies available at WT office].

This event has not stopped several
major museums from hiring us: our
safety record is clean with the excep
tion of that one lone blemish. Weare
very conscientious about gun safety,
and are currently hunting safety in
structors in the state of Kansas. We
try to be very careful, and if any
thing, this event has only made us
double and triple check everything
we do. We have entered many reen
actment competitions, and are one of
the few groups who have lost NO
points in competitions to safety vio
lations.

We are now in the process of try
ing to come to terms with Mr. Vilda,
ifhe will allow it. I do not know what
friends he is speaking of we allegedly
lied to, but again, we try very hard to
be honest with people. We are sorry
he carries no insurance himself,
most professional living historians
expect a mishap from time to time
(re-enacting can be a very dangerous
business to the re-enactors them-
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selves) but when we start into this
business and take on role we know
the risk.

Thank you for your attention to
this matter.

Marna Jean Davis
Shooting Star Enterpl'ises

1114 1100 Avenue
Abilene KS 67410

(785) 479-2156

THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS-

Anna Belle Cartwright, Editor

(Please keep sending those newslet
ters, your important dates, and hap
penings to Anna Belle Cartwright,
SFTA Museums Coordinator, 5317
Charlotte St, Kansas City MO 64110,
e-mail <Acartwrght@o.ol.com>.)

In this issue almost all of this col
umn will be devoted to The History
Museum of New Mexico and its long
term changes, some planned, some
realized. On the north side of the
Central Plaza, The Palace of the
Governors was witness to the Santa
Fe Trail days , and countless other
events for nearly 400 years,and now
proudly wears the title, "The Jewel in
New Mexico's Crown."
The Palace of the Governors in Crisis

When it comes to problems, there
are similarities among all the muse
ums along the Trail, with respect to
lack of space and lack of money. In
Santa Fe, the History Museum of
New Mexico has these problems and
more conpounded by its 391-year-old
building, a national treasure that
places the museum as unique among
its peers. For more than 16 years,
recognizing the museum to be in a
state of crisis, the directors and staff
have been working to meet the deci
sive moment with a plan of action, by
creating new support groups, raising
funds, reconfiguring spaces, acquir
ing property and planning a new an
nex to the Palace. All plans are in
place and await an appropriation by
the state government.

The old Palace has an illustrious
history: It was built in 1610 to sel've
as an adobe fortress and center of
government for the frontier outpost
of Spain. It is the last remaining ves
tige of a fortified compound that was
nine city blocks square. During the
course of history, it served not only
Spain but Mexico, tribal govern-
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ments, and finally the United States,
withstanding tests of time, wars, and
the elements, to become the oldest
occupied public building in the coun
try. Because of its adobe construc
tion and inadequate structural sup
port it was remodeled and repaired
many times.

The last of the 101 gubernatorial
residents, Governor George Curry,
took his leave in 1907, and not long
after, the Palace was shored up and
fitted out once again, to become the
Museum of ew Mexico, by an act of
the territorial legislature. The build
ing itself has always been the princi
pal artifact, but now increasing at
tendance has begun to take its toll.

If the Palace itself is endangered,
what of their other artifacts? Direc
tor Tom Chavez says, "the History
Museum's obligation to the building
extends as well to the collections."
Artifacts began to accumulate in
1859, thanks to the Historical Soci
ety of ew Mexico and others, and
kept on accumulating until today, in
2001, they number in the thousands.
With no TOom for their display, these
rarely seen al,tifacts represent the
"best kept secret" in New Mexico.
They are currently stored in two de
crepit buildings behind the Palace. A
brochure states, "It is no longer feasi
ble to hold collections in converted
basketball courts and indoor shoot
ing ranges behind crumbling walls
and on seeping floors." Damage to
some of the collections has already
occurred. Is it any wonder that site
plans, renovations, and new con
struction represent the first priority
of the Museum of New Mexico and of,
the Museum of New Mexico Founda
tion?

Well Laid Plans

When the Museum Staff em
barked on theil' plans they called in
the Foundation to help form Mu
seum support groups, the :first of
which was the Friends of the Palace.
Then they purchased the old city of
Santa Fe library, behind the Palace,
thus creating space for a new history
library and photographic archives,
naming it for Santa Fe's most emi
nent 20th-century historian, Fray
Angelico Chavez. They began plan
ning a new building and the renova
tion of the Palace itself. In the plans,
the Palace of the Governors will be
preserved and shown off as a true
"palace," with period rooms and trap

August 2001

doors showing original floors and
foundations. Radiant heating on the
portal sidewalk will make native
vendors more comfortable on winter
days, when they spread out their
wares of silver, turquoise, and pot
tery.

Essential needs and dreams of all
the staff went into the planning of a
new annex that would be situated
behind the famous Palace ofthe Gov
ernors and wrap around the new
History Library. Using an "open
storage" system, the new facility
could put 80% of its collections on
display, showcasing more of the
State's heritage than has been possi
ble in the past. A new facility that
meets internationally-accepted stan
dards of care and storage for the col
lections would assure their preserva
tion for generations to come.

In 1997, architects put these
dreams on paper and came up with
an edifice that rise up behind the
Palace. Keeping the familiar low pro
file of the Palace intact, the new
building stretches from Washington
Avenue to Lincoln Avenue. Expan
sion is limited on the north and
south sides, so it extends up for thl'ee
stories and extends down, adding
two basement levels, to achieve the
space it must have. In the plans,
lofty spaces accommodate the collec
tions display while storage is con
tained on several floors. State-of-the
art systems safegual'd environment
al needs, security, fire detection, and
supl'ession. A book and paper conser
vation laboratory enables staff to
care for invaluable cultural re
sources. Plans are for a new informa
tion system to be installed, and the
information that would be funneled
through an expanded education de
partment could eventually reach
every community in the state.

The New Annex's Price Tag

"Now we are in the ultimate
stages of gathering funds," says Di
rector Chavez, noting that the pri
vate sectol' has already contributed
mOl'e than $2.7 million in donations
while the state has invested $2.9
million. "The federal government
has allocated $10 million, with an
otheT $5 million authorized to help
construct the new annex." Now it is
up to the state to match the federal
funds. In February, because of the
wording of a recent bond issue and
because the Museum was lumped to-
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gethel' with a vaTiety of state proj
ects, an $8.5 million bond issue
failed. But undeterred, the Legisla
ture and the GovernoT's Office have
been working on an appropriation
fOT $9 million. The full price tag for
the annex is $36 million and keeps
on gomg up eveTy year.

But the ever-optomistic Chavez
says, "With the full participation of
our local and state governments, we
will design, build and implement an
institution that does honoT to our
selves and benefit future geneTa
tions."

Visit A Museum

Do plan to visit a museum on your
way to the symposium in Las Vegas.
Remembel' that the Trinidad Mu
seum is free to SFTA members dur
ing the symposium and that Richard
Louden will be there to tell about
Trinidad history on September 26.

On November 23, the Friday after
Thanksgiving, there wil be a dedica
tion of the Trinidad and Santa Fe
Trail Information Center, at noon.

Take time to visit other museums
as you travel the Trail.

. "'FORT LEARNED

-TEACHER'S TRADING POST-

Anne Mallinson, EditoT
This column presents math prob

lems cTeated for classroom use by
John Atkinson, vice-president of the
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter of
SFTA. John is PTofessor Emeritus at
Missouri Western State College in
St. Joseph, Missouri. He retired
June 1, 2000, after a 43-year career
teaching mathematics in Kansas
and Missouri.

The material offers practice exer
cises to help students master educa
tional objectives as set forth by state
testing guidelines. The exercises
utilize both right and left brain
thinking skills and can be adapted
by the classroom teacher for enrich
ment or to engendel' creative think
ing skills. The material encompasses
a variety of levels, and the problems
can be utilized as a template for cre
ating other similar learning opportu
nities. Thank you John for sharing
your expertise.
More Math Exercises

In 1825 Thomas Hart Benton, in
fluential senator from the young
State of Missouri, successfully pro-
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The Santa Fe Trail Center will
sponsor a fall workshop conducted
by David Clapsaddle, Larned his
torian, and Janice Klein, Dodge City
teacher, for primary and middle
school teachers. The workshop will
meet for four evening classes and a
Saturday field trip, and will be based
on Dr. Clapsaddle's recent children's
book Robert's Trunk. For informa
tion, contact the SFT Center, (620)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

285-2054.

The Cleveland Mill Historical Mu
seum, Cleveland, NM, is located in
the restored Cleveland Roller Mill, a
2-story adobe mill built in 1901, with
a capacity of 50 barrels a day. It is
open to the public on weekends, Me
morial Day through October 31. For
information, call (505) 387-2645.

• • • •
Dennis Downing, operator of the

Scouting Museum, Raton, NM, has
painted a map of the Santa Fe Trail
on the side of the museum to serve as

The Coronado Cross Park east of
Dodge City, KS, on Highway 400,
has been reopened to the public.
With work by the Methodist Church
Boy Scouts, Ian Stuart, Eagle Scout
candidate, the Department of Public
Works, and the Ford County
Commission, the cross has been
cleaned, the l'oad improved, a new
foot-bridge built, and benches
installed at the crest of the bluffnear
the cross. New signs by the road will
be completed soon.

• • • •
Park Superintendent Don Hill re

ported that Bent's Old Fort National
Historic Site had over 945 visitors
during the three-day Santa Fe Trail
Encampment, July 27-29. There
were 52 programs with additional
ongoing demonstrations. An aparejo
pack saddle was constructed by Bob
Scmidt and is now being used at the
fort.

Using the latest USGS 1:100,000
topographical maps, trail expert
Gregory Franzwa has depicted the
precise routes of the California Trail
and several other wagon roads in
Maps of the California Trail,
available from The Patrice Press, PO
Box 85639, Tucson AZ 85754-5639
for $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping. For
information, call (800)367-9242.

A new evening program, "Surviv
ing Way-Back," was held in Bent's
Old Fort Plaza Qn August 18. Stories
were told of the life and death strug
gles suffered by the Mountain Men,
Plains Indians, and frontier travel
ers. Volunteers from the audience
participated in flint and steel fire
starting, problem solving, gun re
loading, and other necessary means
of survival. Refreshments included
frontier survival food.

D
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HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL T1081T5-
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bly accurate. No doubt undulations
of the landscape had some effect on
the accuracy of the measurements.
The following problem compares the
distances from one side to the other
of a deep ravine as measured along
the contour of the land versus a mod
ern level bridge across the ravine.

Suppose a ravine is 50 feet deep
and has sloping sides of 175 feet and
125 feet, respectively. (See Diagram
A) Use the Pythagorean Theorem to
find lengths x and y. Compare the
sum of x and y (the distance modern
cars would travel) with 300 feet, the
distance wagons would travel to
cross the ravine.

D''''~'''.''' A

7. The Sibley/Brown party followed
the Arkansas River to Chouteau's Is
land near present-day Lakin, Kan
sas, then turned south to Lower
Spring, marking a trail that was
longer but avoiding part of the
dreaded Cimarron Desert. The sur
vey route was approximately along
the legs of a right triangle. How
many miles were saved by caravans
traveling from point D (site of pres
ent-day Dodge City) and crossing the
Cimarron Desert to point L (Lower
Spring, aka "Wagon Bed Spring")?
(See Diagram B.)

moted a bill through Congress call
ing for a survey and marking of the
Trail to Santa Fe. George Sibley, fac
tor at Fort Osage, was chosen to
head the survey commission. He and
Joseph C. Brown, a gifted surveyor,
chose a survey team, then set out
from Fort Osage to record the trade
route to New Mexico. The team
measured the route, negotiated trea
ties with some of the Indian tribes,
found stream crossings, and marked
the Trail with mounds of earth.

Distances were determined by a
surveyor's chain, an instrument
used for land measurements in both
England and America. A chain is 66
feet in length. Each link in the sur
veyor's chain is 8 inches long. The
length 66 feet has been defmed as a
unit of linear measure called a
"chain." Since a "rod" equals 16.5
feet, it follows that a "chain" is
equivalent to four rods.

The following problems vary from
simple arithmetic to problems in
volving some analytical reasoning
and the use ofa scientific calculator.
1. How many 8-inch links are needed
to form a chain 66 feet in length?
2. A mile is 5280 feet.

a. How many "chains" in a mile?
b. A "rod" is Y. of a "chain." How

may rods in a mile?
3. When Kansas was surveyed in
1854, stone mile markers were bur
ied at mile line intersections. Many
of these stones are still in place. The
Santa Fe Trail was in heavy use in
1854 and survey reports carefully
noted where the trail crossed section
lines. From these records it is known
that the Santa Fe Trail crossed a cer
tain road 19Yz "chains" from a given
intersection. How many feet is the
Trail crossing from that intersec
tion?
4. The width of an alley measures 63
links of a surveyor's chain. How
many feet wide is the alley?
5. The SibleylBrown survey team
marked the Trail with mounds of
dirt. Within a couple of years the
mounds were eroded away by wind
and water and the wagons them
selves marked the trail. One such
mound was placed near 110 Mile
Creek, so named because it was 110
miles from Independence. How
many "chains" are 110 miles?
6. History tells us that the distances
determined in 1825 were remarka-
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a backdrop for photographs with
something that recognizes a histori
cal highlight of the area. The mu
seum is a popular destination for
Boy Scouts riding the train from the
Philmont Scout Ranch near Cimar
ron, NM.

• • • •
SFTA member Mark L. Gardner's

article "Have Camera Will Traver'
on early photographers in New
Mexico was the leading feature in
the July 2001 issue of New Mexico
Magazine.

• • • •
The Spirits and the Trail Living

History Tour presented by the
Morton County Theatre Group was
such a hit during the Grassland
Heritage Festival that it was
repeated on July 5. Traveling by bus
through the Grasslands, stops were
made to visit with mid-1800's
rancher John Beaty and rancher's
wife, Virginia Streeter; a woman
traveling with a wagon train; one of
Becknell's scouts; Nora Brite, whose
two daughters perished in the 1914
Point of Rocks flood; and Wood
Walsh, founder of the '81 Ranch.

D. Ray Blakeley, Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter president and director of
the Union County Historical Society,
has constructed a web site for the
museum which will have a page
devoted to the Santa Fe Trail in
Union County, NM. You may log on
at <www.herzsteinmuseum.com>.

• • • •
Larry Mix reports that several of

the large oval signs that were placed
on schools along theTrail in 1948
have recently surfaced and been
offered for sale. He indicated that
one was purchased by someone in
the Wagonbed Spring Chapter, but
confirmation has not been provided.

• • • •
Joanne VanCoevern, SFTA board

member, reports that oil companies
are drilling wells and setting tanks
along and on the Santa Fe Trail
south of Offerle, KS. There may be
plans to drill more wells on the Trail
northeast of there toward Kinsley.

• • • •
The DAR marker that was once

located across the road from Bent's
Fort Inn, Las Animas, CO, on
Highway 50, was recently moved to
the parking lot of the inn. The Trail
actually passed right through the
parking lot, so the new location is a

CONVERSE OF THE PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

••••
Marc Simmons & Hal Jackson, Fol
lowing the Santa Fe Trail: A Guide
for Modern Travelers, third edition
revised and expanded. Santa Fe: An
cient City Press, 2001. Pp. xi + 236.
Maps, illustrations, bibliography, in
dex. Paper, $15.95 plus shipping,
available from Last Chance Store
and at symposium.

New Mexican family, selected a
small segment of Hispanic women,
those living in Santa Fe from 1820 to
1880, for this study. Years were
spent searching newspapers, court
and church records, and wills to de
termine how these women reacted to
and dealt with social, economic, and
political changes brought by the in
dependence of Mexico, the Mexican
War, and colonization by the United
States. The Santa Fe trade figured
largely in these changes.

During the period of Mexican in
dependence, court cases were used
by Gonzalez to reveal women's ac
tivities and actions in matters im
portant to them. Gertrudis Barcelo
figured prominently in the second
chapter as an example ofa successful
business woman. Her gaming saloon
was frequented by Euro-American
traders and soldiers who were, to
some degree, acculturated there. An
glo writers impugned her reputation.
The negative racial attitudes of
these writers toward Hispanic men
were also displayed toward the
women, openly questioning their mo
rality. Overall, most Hispanics, espe
cially women, were further impover
ished by American colonization, a
trend that continues today. The
glimpse this book gives into the lives
of the other half of the Santa Fe
population is fascinating.

In the final chapter, titled "The
Politics of Disidentification," the
author analyzes the shortcomings of
newer histories dealing with the cul
tural encounters in the Southwest.
This reviewer found some of
Gonzalez's ideas and speculations in
this chapter difficult to understand.
Sentence structure often seemed
convoluted. The word "disidentifica
tion" in the chapter heading makes
one wonder what is meant. The book,
overall, is engaging and informative,
especially to readers interested in
women, the history of the Southwest,
and the Santa Fe Trail.

-Bonita M. Oliva

••••

Deena J. Gonzalez, Refusing the Fa
vor: The Spanish-Mexican Women of
Santa Fe 1820-1880. New York: Ox
ford University Press, 1999. Pp. 186.
Maps, tables, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Cloth, $45.00;
paper, $17.95.

Hispanic-American women, like
women of other regions and ethnic
groups, receive scant attention from
historians. Chicana historian Deena
J. Gonzalez, associate professor of
history and Chicano/a studies at Po
mana College, Claremont, CA, and a
descendant of a Spanish-speaking

From the Santa, Fe New Mexican
(6-26-01), courtesy Mary Jean Cook:

Santa Fe radio personality and
businessman Will Sims is offering a
caravan auto tour between Santa Fe
and Las Vegas, N.M. along the' last
60 miles of the Old Santa Fe Trail.

Participants drive their own vehi
cles in a convoy and listen to Sims on
their car radio.

Tours begin at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30
p.m. at Harry's Roadhouse on Old
Las Vegas Highway and end at Old
Town Plaza in Las Vegas 2 1/4 hrs.
later. Tours start at $39 for one per
son in a vehicle and drop to $30 per
person for four or more in a vehicle.

For more information, call Sims at
[505] 424-1302.

more accurate site.
• • • •

The Coronado Quivira Museum in
Lyons, KS, has out-grown the
current facility, and the Rice County
Historical Society board is now
looking for a new location.

• • • •
Sue Stubbs is the new president of

Friends of Arrow Rock. She is a his
torian and taught social studies in
the middle school system for ap
proximately 20 years. She maintains
a Victorian home in Warrensburg,
MO, and a log cabin in Arrow Rock,
which she and her late husband,
Roy, purchased in 1986. Sue brings a
wealth of experience and enthusi
asm to the Friends.

••••
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Hal Jackson has added materially
to Marc Simmons's guide, providing
new maps, illustrations, and infor
mation. Directions to sites are easy
to follow, and information about
each location is helpful to beginning
travelers as well as those who have
been over the Trail many times.

One wishes they had followed pol
icy of the SFTA and National Park
Service in ,avoiding the use of "Ci
marron Cutoff' (which is incorrect
and has no historical basis) and used
the preferred "Cimarron Route."
Somehow Milo M. Quaife's name
came out "Quaise" each time. It
takes more than a vivid imagination
to state that Rabbit Ears peaks
"vaguely resemble a pair of rabbit
ears" (p. 178).

They also should be chided for
stating, "travel on the Santa Fe Trail
should be avoided in winter" (p. 18).
That may have been good advice 150
years ago, but it is an overstatement
today. One should be cautious and
watch the weather during winter
months, but winter travel is quite
safe most of the time. Some of the
best views of Trail remnants are
when they are covered with snow.

These are detractions to only the
most critical eye. This is the best
guidebook for anyone traveling or
hoping to follow the entire historic
Trail or any portion of it. Commen
dations to Simmons and Jackson for
a splendid job. This is essential gear
for any Trail trek.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

The summer meeting of the
chapter was hosted by the Cimarron
Heritage Center, Boise City, KS, in
Cimarron County, OK, on July 14. A
tour of various sites in the Kenton
area was planned, followed by a
chuck wagon meal.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett Wade
1615 Bryan Place # 14
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@arn.net>

No report.
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Wagon Bed Spring
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(620) 356- 1854
<jtkb@pld.com>

The July quarterly meeting was
at the Peddlers Inn in illysses, with
14 members present. Jeff Trotman
reported to the membership about
the British Petroleum gas well proj
ect in Kearny County. The proposed
site for the well location would have
affected Santa Fe Trail Ruts in
Kearny County. With a few meetings
with the BP project foreman, the is
sue was favorably resolved. Re
search at the Kearny County court
house confirmed that they were in
fact Santa Fe Trail ruts, and BP
agreed not to drill at this location.
British Petroleum has very strong
preservation policies, not to disturb
any prehistoric or historic cultural
resource or wetlands area, and
should be commended for this.

The Six Western Chapters meet
ing was also discussed, and the
Wagon Bed Spring Chapter will host
the next meeting in 2002. More infor
mation will be provided in the up
coming issues of Wagon Tracks.

The meeting concluded with a
well-presented program by Larry
Mix about the web page he has made
for the Wagon Bed Spring Chapter.
He also shared his display of arti
facts that he has collected through
the years.

The next chapter meeting will be
held in Hugoton, at the Daylight
Donut Restaurant, October 11, at
6:30 p.m.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Deanne Wright
PO Box 45
Council Grove KS 66846
(620) 767-7080

No report..

End of the Trail
President Tom Steel
12919 Chitalpa Place
Albuquerque NM 87111
(505) 821-5805
<tomcarly@swcp.com>

At our May meeting at the Santa
Fe Community College, Harry Myers
gave a lecture on "Hispanic Cultural
Ideas and Interactions." He talked
about Spanish settlement in New
Mexico as it related to water and
food. He described the agriculture,
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land grants, villages, and customs.
This lecture was right on target; the
audience familiar with New Mexico
culture could reflect understanding
and appreciation of his description of
Spanish settlement in the South
west.

We congratulate Harry on his new
adventure as Project Director for the
Camino Real National Historic Trail
with the Long Distance Trail Group
in Santa Fe.

Faye Gaines, SFTA board mem
ber and bason officer for preserva
tion of the Trail, spoke about her po
sition and goals for Trail protection
and preservation. She asked that we
select a preservation officer to repre
sent our chapter. Teresa and Walter
Pickett have agreed to act in that ca
pacity. They have a long history of
Trail preservation as they have vol
unteered to monitor the condition of
DAR markers from Santa Fe to Ra
ton for several years. This is not an
easy job; at several locations debris,
trash, beer cans, etc. accumulate.
The marker at Glorieta, NM, was
threatened when the road to the post
office was widened. The Picketts
made sure that the marker was
moved to safety.

Our latest event, July 21, was a
tour around San Miguel del Vado, a
visit to the "custom house," and a
hike along the Trail from the Plaza
at San Miguel. We ascended a steep
rise to an area with ruts and swales
going in the general direction of San
Jose, NM. There are no ruts visible
from the Plaza to the rise but we
have to assume that wagons went in
that direction at least some of time.
Several ruts converge and go toward
San Jose; others head north and
then seem to converge with present
day AT&SF Railroad tracks that run
behind San Jose. It was a cool day for
July with a breeze that kept us quite
comfortable. Mike Najdowski, who
has been mapping the Trail, led the
group.

Our next event, September 15,
will be a walking tour ofTrail sites in
Santa Fe. Margaret Sears and Pam
Najdowski will lead the group.

Corazan de los Caminos
President Faye Gaines
HC 60 Box 27
Springer, NM 87747
(505) 485-2473
<www.nmhu.edu/research/sftrail/cora
zon.htm>
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Registrations for Symposium
2001 are pouring in and most are
signing up for the commercial bus
tours. Seats are going quickly.

Volunteers are needed for a vari
ety of light-duty services. The Ei
lands (505/454-1985) need extra
hands to serve drinks and doughnuts
during breaks, in the hospitality
lounge at Kennedy Hall, and for the
Sunrise Service.

Don McCloskey (505/425-2960)
needs help setting up tables and
chairs at NMHU, Fort Union, and
the Sunrise Service.

Mary Whitmore (505/454-0683)
needs guides for the Walking and
Old Churches of Las Vegas tours,
plus hands and backs for cleaning up
the old Upper Town Plaza prior to
the church tours.

The Santa Fe Trail horseback ride
and campout is a "go." Ray Marchi
has nearly 50 riders signed up and
can also refer you to Rent-a-Horse
now. To join all or some of the adven
ture, call Ray at 505/387-5082, or
lynnmarchi@hotmail.com.

Seven Corazon chapter members
attended the Six Western Chapters
meeting in June. The tours were ex
cellent. The road to La Junta fol
lowed the military route, a beautiful
drive. Thanks to Dub Couch for all
his work.

The chapter's May activity was a
"Walking Tour of the Plaza and
Bridge Street" in Las Vegas. Marcus
Gottschalk, author of Pioneer Mer
cha,nts of the Las Vegas Plaza, and
Mary Whitmore led the way among
the historic buildings and Acequia
Madre.

The June meeting at Point of
Rocks Ranch was well attended.
Faye Gaines, Dixie Odum, and
Becky Sauble talked about "Ranch
ing and Ranch Women" following a
gastronomic potluck picnic.

The July event was an "Old
Churches of Las Vegas Tour," led by
Mary Whitmore. Northern New
Mexico has many beautiful churches
of Santa Fe Trail vintage. This event
highlighted two Catholic, one Jew
ish, and two Protestant structures.
These churches, among others, and
the Walking Tour will be part of the
organized free city tours at the Sym
posmm.

In August we toured the Santa Fe
Trail Museum in Springer. Charlotte
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Hollis and Mike Taylor talked about
developing a Scenic Byway interpre
tive center.

The speaker at the Oct. 21 meet
ing will be Glen Faith, M.D., speak
ing on "Medical Support at Fort Un
ion, 1851-1861."

Jean Jordan will present a
Chautauqua performance of "Mary
Donoho" at the Nov. 18 meeting.

See you at Symposium 2001!

Wet/Dry Routes
President Lon Palmer
358 W 8th St
Hoisington KS 67544
(620) 653-2827

The chapter convened for its sum
mer meeting on July 8, 2001, at the
home of David and Alice Clapsaddle
in Larned, KS. Business items dis
cussed included the replacement of a
marker recently vandalized, appre
ciation to Gary Nelson for the main
tenance of markers, and the award
presented to the chapter for Kansas
History Day. Also discussed were the
chapter's annual seminar scheduled
for May 4, 2002, in conjunction with
the Fort Larned Old Guard aimual
meeting and the Faye Anderson
Award applications.

Leo E. Oliva, chairman of the Fort
Larned Old Guard, was on hand to
receive $500 from the chapter for
that group's purchase of the Chey
enne/Sioux Village Site on Pawnee
Fork.

Following a covered dish dinner,
the program of classical Spanish gui
tar music was presented by Borislav
Peranovic of Kinsley.

The next meeting is scheduled for
October 14 at the Quivira National
Wildlife Refuge, 2:00 p.m.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
Nancy Jo Trauer
1309 West Brier
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-8343

The chapter met Saturday, June
16, 2001, at the Kansas Heritage
Center. President Trauer presided.
Seventeen persons were present.
Larry Mix posted a copy of his web
site on the wall for viewing by the
chapter. Trauer urged chapter mem
bers to join the National Santa Fe
Trail Association and for SFTA
members to vote in the national
election. She reported on the
upcoming SFTA symposium in Las
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Vegas, NM, and handed around
information on a SFTA scavenger
hunt on the Internet.

The chapter discussed plans par
ticipatein Fort Dodge Day on July 7.

The meeting was adjourned for
Jeff Trotman, president of Wagon
Bed Spring Chapter, to give a pro
gram about the Spring.

The chapter participated again
this year in the day-long patriotic
celebration of Fort Dodge Day on
Saturday, July 7, 2001. For the fIfth
year the chapter sponsored a living
history program in Eisenhower Hall,
Fort Dodge, KS. More than 200 peo
ple enjoyed a splendid presentation
by living historian Kirk Shapland,
Dighton, KS, as Buffalo Bill Cody in
"Cody of the Plains-On the Trail
Between Civilization and Savagery."

On Nov. 3 the chapter will take a
DC Trolley ride to the Santa Fe Trail
Museum in Ingalls and tour Trail
sites along the way.

The chapter is celebrating its
tenth anniversary in 2001. It was
December 14, 1990, that interested
Dodge Citians and area residents
were invited to attend an organiza
tional meeting to explore the possi
bility of developing a SFTA Chapter.
The DC/FD Chapter was organized
as an affiliate of the SFTA by the
board of directors at their meeting in
Arrow Rock, MO, on September 26,
1991.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Nancy Lewis
1112 Oak Ridge Dr
Blue Springs MO 64015
(816) 229-8379
<SFTAMRO@aol.com>

The chapter celebrated its 10-year
anniversary on Saturday, June 2.
Members met at Schumacher Park
in east Kansas City, Missouri, for a
pot luck dinner. Charter members
attending included Glenda Sours,
Jane Mallinson, Ruth Ayres, and
Anne Mallinson.

The chapter announced that it
was presenting Jane Mallinson with
the first annual Schumacher Award
for her years of dedicated service to
the chapter.

John Schumacher, chairman of
the SFTA mapping/marking com
mittee, gave a program on mapping
progress, upcoming projects, and the
geocaching activity. He demon
strated use of the GPS locaters and
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Cafe in Canton during the spring
quarterly meeting. Following the
meal reports were given. Vernon
Lohrentz described locations of
existing ruts in Marion County so
members could locate these on maps
provided. John Wiebe then described
a proposed auto tour route that
would follow the Trail through
Marion County. The proposal was
adopted as the Auto Tour Route and
is to be developed by chapter
members.

Following chapter business John
Dick, chapter director, led members
on a tour to the nearby old town site
of Empire and SFT camp ground. An
impressive marker designates the
Empire site.

The next meeting is scheduled for
August 23, to be held in Durham
with a tour of the ruts where wagons,
and teams pulled out of the
Cottonwood Crossing campground,
Ruts here are 4 to 6 feet deep.

Bent's Fort

President Dub Couch
PO Bos 325
Rocky Ford CO 81067
(719) 254-3000
<dubcouch@ria.net>

The chapter was host of the six
western chapters meeting June 9-10,
with 50 participants representing all
six chapters in attendance. On
Saturday, June 9, the group toured
Bent's New Fort, Fort Lyon VA
Hospital, the Las Animas Cemetery,
and Boggsville. At Boggsville there
was a special tour, a barbecue, and a
program which focused on the
famous Boggsville resident Kit
Carson, given by Carson's great
grandson, John Carson ofTaos, NM.

On Sunday, June 10, the group
held a business meeting and then
toured the Timpas, Iron Spring, and
Hole-in-the-Rock sites along High
way 350 southwest of La Junta.

The 2003 Symposium Committee
reported on progress made with indi
vidual assignments.

Quivlra
President Britt Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-8719
<blkcolle@midusa.net>

The SFTA board voted to accept
the proposal from the Quivira
Chapter to host the 2005 Trail
symposium in McPherson. Local
planning is beginning this summer
for 2005. So mark your calendars to
travel the Santa Fe Trail to
McPherson.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Dale E. Brooks
316 W 16 St
Newton KS 67114
(620) 283-6454

On May 24, 23 members and
guests enjoyed a meal at Cheryl's

Missouri River Outfitters Chapter, tenth anniversary at Schumacher Park, I to r: Bill
Wall, John Atkinson, ~uth Ayers, Barb Atkinson, Anne Mallinson, (child) Lauren
Schumacher, Nancy Lewis, Topper Schumacher, John Schumacher, and (child)
Carl Schumacher.

provided several for members to
practice with.

Participants documented the loca
tion of the site and found a geocache
hidden nearby. John explained the
geocaching concept and recom
mended that members initiate con
tacts so that caches may be hidden
all along the Trail from New Frank
lin westward to Council Grove.

John Atkinson announced that
the next chapter event will be a trail
trek to St Joseph, Missouri, on
August 19 to visit historic sites and
museums.

Bent's New Fort Monument Six Western Chapters Tour at Bent's New Fort, June 9, 2001
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Boggs House at Boggsvllle Historic Site, June 9, 2001
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Jim Ryan
RYAN ASSOCIATES/lims

PO Box 867057
Plano TX 75086
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tary. Any assistance will be greatly
appreciated.

r NEW SFTA MEMBERS

Mter the Civil War, my great
great-grandfather, Thomas J. Mc
Kinney, was employed as a teamster.
Family lore relates that, after his
marriage to Esther Jane Umberger
in Clinton, Douglas County, KS
(1867), she worked as a cook for the
wagon train and traveled with him
the first six months of their mar
nage.

Are there any resources regarding
commerce on the Trail? What wagon
train companies were supplying
military installations, etc.? Thomas
McKinney was listed in the 1870 cen
sus as living in Clinton, KS, so I
would assume the wagon trains were
operating in the vicinity. Any help
will be appreciated.

Patricia Burnett
Las Cruces NM

<burnettp@zianet.com>

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for yom' support.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Marion & Lucille Cavis, 2225 N Beaver,

Guymon OK 73942
Pamela & Doyle Daves, 519 Washing

ton St, Las Vegas NM 87701
Bill & Rosemary Foster, 633 Iliff Dr,

Pueblo West CO 81007
Gerry & JoAnne Leonard, 716 S Willow

Ave, Tampa FL 33606
Dan & Gail Thoma Patterson, 3201

Wendover Rd, Dallas TX 75214
Nancy & Pete Petruccione, 1212 7th

Ave, Canyon TX 79015
Richard & Rebecca Rhodabeck, PO

Box 3284, Sherpherdstown WV 25443
David & Irene Schneider, 3001 Monte

Vista NE, Albuquerque NM 87106
John & Bonnie Welch, 1400 Pipeline Rd,

Fowler CO 81039
Jack & Donna Woods, PO Box RRR,

Taos NM 87571

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Max Byrd, 43329 Walnut Ln, Davis CA

95616

One oval Santa Fe Trail sign,
placed on school building in 1948, a
rare item in good condition, $500.

Alma Kuhns
1301 Colorado Ave

La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-7304

We are continuing with our de
velopment of a documentary of the
Santa Fe Trail for The History Chan
nel and solicit input from other mem
bel'S. We are particularly interested
in first-person accounts from origi
nal SFT travelers on sites that still
have some visible evidence today
that would enhance this documen-
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Six Western Chapters Tour at Hole·ln·the-Rock Stage Station Remnants

Much of the success of the event is the lines, "That which does not kill
the result of work by Dub Couch and you makes you stronger. Seriously
Dale and Teresa Kesterson. injured, but definitely stronger." I

The chapter has rescheduled the think I know what that means.
Rock Art tour for Sept. 8. This is a Bonita M. Oliva
members only event. It was canceled 2985 C Rd
in July because of the heat. Woodston KS 67675

I was overwhelmed by the concern
and good wishes extended to me by
SFTA members during my recovery
from the bicycling accident. I thank
everyone for cards, letters, phone
calls, and visits. Each one meant a
lot to me. I appreciate even more
what a great group of people who be
long to SFTA.

The scariest part of the accident
was "knowing" I was going to be
directly in front of the oncoming
Ford Excursion. Fortunately I was
not, and from then on my life was in
good hands. I received excellent
medical care and have just begun
physical therapy to regain muscle
tone. A Nissan advertisement in the
current Bicycling magazine contains
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J. M. Creevey, 515 Annette Sf, Dodge
City KS 67801

Jimmie Draper, RR 3 Box 32M, Guymon
OK 73942

Lynn Finnegan, PO Box 1229, Las Vegas
NM87701

Sylvia Flott, 1754 Road 190, Emporia KS
66801

Carlene Gurley, PO Box 45, Boise City
OK 73933

Wayne Hemmen, 5916 Rockwood,
Wichita KS 67208

Mary Hines, 8125 Rosewood, Prairie Vil
lage KS 66208

Martha Mitchell, PO Box 207, Wayne IL
60184

Jimmy "Tumbleweed" Northcutt, PO
Box 676, Canyon TX 79015

Frank J. Pucci. III W Forrest Ave,
Shrewsbury PA 17361

Dr. Sara Jane Richter, 620 Edwards, Lib
eral KS 67901

Lloyd Rivera, PO Box 366, Ranchos de
Taos NM 87757

Karen Tanner, 818 Kensington Blvd,
Garden City KS 67846

John Thorup, 4149 E Oxford Dr, Tucson
AZ 85711

TRAIL CALENDAR I
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in November, so send infor
mation for December and later to ar
rive by October 20, 2001. Thank you.
Dates of additional events may be
found in The Caches column and
chapter reports.
Sept. 9-28, 2001: SFT Bike Trek,
contact Willard Chilcott at (505) 982
1282.
Sept. 15, 2001: End of the Trail
Chapter walking tour of Trail sites

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requ.ested
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in Santa Fe.
Sept. 21-22, 2001: Voices of the
Wind People: Historical Pageant of
the Kaw Indians, Santa Fe Trail, &
Council Grove. Contact Kaw Mission
State Historic Site, 500 N. Mission,
Council Grove KS 66846 (620) 767
5410, <kawmission@cgtelco.net>.
Sept. 23, 2001: Cimarron Heritage
Center's Living History Day, Boise
City OK.
Sept. 26-29, 2001: 3rd International
Trails and Greenways Conference,
sponsored by Rails to Trails Conser
vancy, at St. Louis MO, (202) 974
5152.
Sept. 27-30, 2001: SFTA Sympo
sium, Las Vegas NM. Contact Steve
Whitmore, 120 Gabaldon Rt, Las Ve
gas NM 87701, (505) 454-0683.
Oct. 6, 2001: Cimarron Heritage
Center's Annual Tour of the Santa
Fe Trail in Cimarron County, OK.
Tour reservations necessary. Call
(580) 544-3479 or e-mail <museum@
ptsi.net>.
Oct. 6 & 7, 2001: Civil War Reenact
ment of Battle of Marshall MO, call
(660) 886-3324.
Oct. 13, 2001: Annual Arrow Rock
Craft Show.
Oct. 13, 2001: Fort Larned NHS
candlelight tour, required reserva
tions accepted after Oct. 1, (620) 285
6911.
Oct. 14, 2001: Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter meeting at the Quivira Na
tional Wildlife Refuge.
Oct. 21, 2001: Corazon Chapter
meeting, program by Glen Faith,
M.D., "Medical Support at Fort Un
ion, 1851-1861."
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Nov. 3,2001: Dodge CitylFort Dodge
/Cimarron Chapter, Dodge City
Trolley ride to the Santa Fe Trail
Museum in Ingalls KS.
Nov. 3-4, 2001: Soup & Craft Days,
Rice-Tremonti Home Association,
Raytown month
Nov. 8-10, 2001: Missouri Folklore
Society meeting, sessions on trails,
Independence MO, see <www2.tru
man.edu/~adavis/mfs.html>.

Nov. 18, 2001: Corazon Chapter
meeting, Jean Jordan performance
of "Mary Donoho."
Nov. 29-Dec. 2, 2001: Holiday Open
House, Rice-Tremonti Home Asso
ciation, Raytown MO.

FROM THE EDITOR
We are sorry this issue is late but

have a better excuse than usual. Bo
nita has made a remarkable recov
ery and feels better every day. We
look forward to the symposium.

Thanks to all who have submitted
material for WT. We now have sev
eral things to work on as time per
mits for future issues. Trail docu
ments and researched articles are al
ways welcome.

Our most faithful volunteer to
help stuff, staple, and label each
mailing of WT, Anne Brumbaugh,
has moved to Overland Park, KS. We
miss her and wish her well. Her
daughter, Holly, is now a freshman
at Kansas State University and con
tinues to type for us.

I hope to see you at the sympo
sium.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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